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What are we studying?
Algebra!  Algebra 1-Part 2 is offered as an advanced placement course for eighth grade
students who have demonstrated an exemplary understanding of mathematical concepts and
who possess a work ethic which will likely result in successful completion of the Algebra 1
course.

Exemplary understanding has been identified through standardized tests and performance on
assessments in Algebra 1-Part 1.  Report card grades in seventh grade should generally
indicate “advanced” proficiency on math standards/exit expectations.  The recommendation of
the seventh grade mathematics teacher regarding the level of effort and work ethic of the
student in math is also a consideration.

All factors are considered holistically in determining eligibility for continuation in the Algebra 1
course.

What are we studying specifically?
● Algebraic expressions
● Ratios and proportions
● Rational numbers
● Geometric concepts
● Data analysis and probability
● Function relationships
● Problem solving strategies
● Communication of concepts and ideas

Effort Expectations
It is expected that students will be engaged in all classroom work and complete and check
daily assignments.  All students are expected to serve as peer tutors with regard to daily
assignments and to actively participate in instructional discussions/presentations.  The
average student is expected to complete all assignments (showing all work) and properly
check each assignment for correctness.  Anything less is considered to be below average
effort and will result in communication between myself, the student, and the parents.

Note:  Daily assignments are considered to be necessary practice which help students to learn
algebraic concepts.  Grades on daily assignments provide immediate feedback to the student;
they are not part of any achievement grade.

What is the class text?
The class text is Larson Algebra 1. Students will be able to keep a copy of the textbook at
home so that they do not need to lug the textbook back and forth.



What else should I know?
Students are expected to be in the classroom promptly and to be involved with checking the
previous day’s work when the class begins.  Students should be prepared with textbook, spiral
notebook for algebra, pencil(s), and red pen.  Students should also have a calculator; a
graphing calculator is not necessary this year.

At the conclusion of Algebra 1-Part 2, students have the option of requesting high school credit
for successful completion of the course.

How do I get help?
There are many ways to get help when you are having difficulty with understanding a concept,
knowing how to begin solving a problem, or troubleshooting when your solution doesn’t match
the answer in the Answer Key.

1. Call a classmate (text?  Instagram?  snapchat?)
2. Ask a parent or brother/sister
3. Contact Mr. B at breunigs@haswb.org
4. Look up a web resource on the topic like Khan Academy

Scoring of the Standards

4-Advanced Beyond what is taught in the classroom.
Something most students do NOT attain.
Will require the completion of bonus problems, fully worked out and
explained/100% on tests/quizzes

3-Proficient Consistent understanding and application of concepts and skills
aligned with the standards.

Complete assigned tasks independently.
Something we want all students to attain.
Requires 85% or above on tests/quizzes

2-Developin
g

Partial understanding and/or inconsistent performance.
Something students achieve on their way to proficiency.
Less than 85% on tests/quizzes

1-Emerging More time is needed to develop understanding of the standards.
Learning activities can be completed but only with assistance.

How should I behave?
You should be good and behave well.  We will talk as needed if there are issues and decide on
appropriate consequences (in addition to the usual school
consequences of green slips, etc).

Anything else?
Don’t be afraid to come to me with any questions, issues, or
challenges.
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