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COLLIS presentation, 16 February 2023:  “Interpreting the Bible on the Environment” 
 
Biblical passages1 for discussion:  
 
Gen 1:26-31 
26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind [Heb. adam] in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth [Heb. ‘and over all the earth’], and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
27 So God created humankind [Heb. adam] in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them [Heb. ‘him’] 
    male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, 
“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 
you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
Gen 2:15  
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 
 
Gen 3:17-19 
17 And to the man [or ‘to Adam’] he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
    and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 
 
Ps 19:1 (cf. Rom 1:20) 
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
 
 
 

 
 
Ps 136:6-9 (cf. Ps 148:1-14) 
[Give thanks to the Lord,] 
6who spread out the earth on the waters, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
7 who made the great lights, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
8 the sun to rule over the day, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
9 the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
Wis 11:24-26 
24 For you love all things that exist, 
and detest none of the things that you have made, 
for you would not have made anything if you had hated it. 
25 How would anything have endured if you had not willed it? 
Or how would anything not called forth by you have been 
preserved? 
26You spare all things, for they are yours, O Lord, 
you who love the living. 

 
 

                                                        
1 Text of the Bible:  New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition.  Available at https://www.biblegateway.com/  
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Mt 6:25-26 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what 
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?” 
 
Lk 12:6 
6 “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight.”  
 
Col 1:20:15-20 
15 He [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and 
on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to 
have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood 
of his cross. 
 
Job 37:5-17: excerpt from Elihu’s theodicy2           Job 38:22-35: excerpt from God’s reply to Job  
 
37 5 God thunders wondrously with his voice; 
    he does great things that we cannot comprehend. 
6 For to the snow he says, ‘Fall on the earth’; 
    and the shower of rain, his heavy shower of rain, 
7 serves as a sign on everyone’s hand, 
    so that all whom he has made may know it.  
8 Then the animals go into their lairs 
    and remain in their dens. 
9 From its chamber comes the whirlwind, 
    and cold from the scattering winds. 
10 By the breath of God ice is given, 
    and the broad waters are frozen fast. 
11 He loads the thick cloud with moisture; 
    the clouds scatter his lightning. 
12 They turn round and round by his guidance, 
    to accomplish all that he commands them 
    on the face of the habitable world. 
13 Whether for correction, or for his land, 
    or for love, he causes it to happen. 
14 “Hear this, O Job; 
    stop and consider the wondrous works of God. 
15 Do you know how God lays his command upon 

them, 
    and causes the lightning of his cloud to shine? 
16 Do you know the balancings of the clouds, 
    the wondrous works of the one whose knowledge  

is perfect, 
17 you whose garments are hot 
    when the earth is still because of the south wind? 

                                                        
2 theodicy: vindication of God’s goodness and justice in the face of the existence of evil. 

 
38 22 Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, 
    or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, 
23 which I have reserved for the time of trouble, 
    for the day of battle and war? 
24 What is the way to the place where the light is distributed, 
    or where the east wind is scattered upon the earth? 
25 “Who has cut a channel for the torrents of rain, 
    and a way for the thunderbolt, 
26 to bring rain on a land where no one lives, 
    on the desert, which is empty of human life, 
27 to satisfy the waste and desolate land, 
    and to make the ground put forth grass? 
28 “Has the rain a father, 
    or who has begotten the drops of dew? 
29 From whose womb did the ice come forth, 
    and who has given birth to the hoarfrost of  

heaven? 
30 The waters become hard like stone, 
    and the face of the deep is frozen. . . .  
33 Do you know the ordinances of the heavens? 
    Can you establish their rule on the earth? 
34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 
    so that a flood of waters may cover you? 
35 Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go 
    and say to you, ‘Here we are’? 
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Francis of Assisi (1181/82-1226), “Canticle of the Sun” (note: “Praised be You” = Laudato si’ in Italian), 
trans. by Michael Twomey, based on Leo Shirley Price in St. Francis of Assisi: His Life and Writings as Recorded 
by His Contemporaries (London 1959), pp. 161-63, .  
 
1 Most High, Almighty, good Lord,  
Yours be the praise, the glory, the honor,  

and all blessing. 
 

2 To You alone, Most High, are they due,  
and no man is worthy to speak Your name. 
 
3 Praised be You, my Lord, with all your creatures, 
especially Sir Brother Sun, who is the day; 
and You give light to us through him.  
 
4 And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor.  
He bears the significance [=symbolizes] You,  

Most High. 
 
5 Praised be You, my Lord,, for Sister Moon  

and the stars,  
You have formed them in heaven, clear and precious  

and beautiful. 
 
6 Praised be You, my Lord, for Brother Wind, 
and for air, and cloud and calm 
and all weather through which you give 

sustenance to all Your creatures. 
 
7 Praised be You, my Lord, for Sister Water, 
Who is so useful and humble and precious  

and pure. 
 
8 Praised be You, my Lord, for Brother Fire, 
through whom You light the night, and he is handsome 
and merry and mighty and strong. 
 
9 Praised be You, my Lord, for our sister,  

Mother Earth, 
who sustains us and guides us and produces  
various fruits, with colored flowers and herbs. 
 
10 Praised be You, my Lord, for those who  

pardon one another through Your love, 
and endure illness and tribulation. 
 
11 Blessed are they who shall endure in peace,  
because by You, Most High, they shall be crowned. 
 
 

 
12 Praised be You, my Lord, for our sister,  

Bodily Death,  
from whom no living man can escape. 
 
13 Woe to those who die in mortal sin.  
Blessed are they who are found in Your most  

holy will,  
for the second death [i.e., hell] shall not harm them. 
 
14 Praise and bless my Lord, and give Him thanks, 
and serve Him with great humility.  


