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I was teaching one of the middle school religion classes the other day
and one of the kids asked me what I do all day. I had to chuckle a little
bit in my head because that is one of the questions that I get the most
frequently. What does a priest do all day? Don’t you just say Mass and
sit around waiting for people to die so you can give them the last rights?
If only my day was so open. So, I told the class what my typical day looks
like and what my typical week looks like. The most important part of my
day is prayer. I will have the parish rosary and Mass as well as the
Liturgy of the Hours and my holy hour. Without this check-in with God
and our parishioners, life as a priest would be insufferable. My typical
day also includes an informal check-in with Fr. Theisen, and other staff
as needed. I typically go to guest teach in one of the school classrooms
three times a week and have evening meetings for faith formation,
sacramental prep, etc. several times a week. Usually, there is an
anointing, funeral, or baptism thrown in there as well. 

However, one thing that is a little different for me here at St.
Wenceslaus is that I am only part-time. Most priests, like Fr. Theisen are
full-time in the parish. I, on the other hand, am also a student. The
diocese is having me study canon law and I plan to graduate with the
degree in August 2025. Thus, my daily life looks slightly different than
the normal priest, who does everything above and more. Instead of
things like parish council meetings, I have classes that I attend online
three times a week (currently Advanced Latin in Canonical Literature
and Supra-Diocesan Structures). Even on my one day off a week at St.
Wenceslaus, I still have class. So that means not only attending class,
but I have homework as well, including extensive readings in canon law
and writing papers. However, most of my homework time is taken up by
translating documents from Latin, Italian, German, and French. 

These translations are not only for my classes but also for my thesis.
Archbishop Hebda asked that as part of my assignment down here in
New Prague, I work on my thesis in order to graduate on time. Our
Chancellor, Susan Mulheron, asked that I write on a new canon that
Pope Francis added to the Code of Canon Law a few years ago. So, I
spend a good chunk of time each week, (even sometimes while I watch
football) working on my thesis. I am making good progress with
currently 28 pages in with 60 pages being the goal. So, when that middle
schooler asked me what I do all day, and I chuckled to myself, I
explained, and she said, “I didn’t know.”

Also, we welcome all Veterans, whom we celebrate at our Sunday 8:30
am Mass. Thank you for your sacrifice and service.

                                                                            Father Joseph Gifford 
                                                                    

Padre’s Pen – I Didn’t Know!                             to the greater St Wenceslaus
Catholic Parish, which includes the Church
of St. Wenceslaus, St. John the Evangelist,
and St. Scholastica. We are so glad you are
here. Should you be visiting just for today,
WELCOME! If you are seeking a church
home, we would be honored to have you
consider joining our faith community. Please
feel free to call, or stop by the parish office
during office hours to register, or you may
do so online. #youbelonghere 

WELCOME 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday 8:30 am to 3:00 pm  

952-758-3225 

SACRAMENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

Anointing of the Sick - Available to those who
are seriously ill or suffering from a prolonged
illness. Call the office.
Confirmation Preparation required. 
Call Britt LaVigne at 952-758-0486.
Reconciliation See the schedule or call for an
appointment.
Baptism Preparation is required. Call the office.
Marriage Initial in-person visit with priest,
followed by six months to one-year preparation
time required.
Rosary Monday – Friday 7:30 am in the church.
Fatima Prayer Cell - Thursday in church after
Mass.
Adoration Friday 8:30 am to 6:00 pm.
Friday before the First Saturday, Adoration is
overnight in the chapel.
Scripture Study Wednesday 7:00-8:00 am –
Church Basement.
Prayer Chain  Judy Siemon: 952-758-2220
                          Carol Bauer: 952-457-4057 
                          Marlene Dohmen: 952-492-6879
BeFrienders   Ann Schoenbauer: 758 -3456 or
                          Lois Giesen: 952-758-2138
Hall Rental     
SW                    Lynn Sticha: 952-758-3225
WCC                 Pamela Sherlock: 952-758-0477     

WELCOME



Financial - Weeks of 11/05/2023 
St. Wenceslaus
Total Collected 11/05.............................$11,245
Under Budget YTD….…..…....................-$17,657
Actual Collections YTD…….....................$261,755
Western Catholic Churches
Total Collected 09/24.............................$3,066
Under Budget YTD…………………...........-$723
Actual Collections YTD….…….................$60,748

Thank you for your support!

Blessed Karl's Corner -
105 years ago this Saturday, November 11, WWI,
or the Great War as it was called then, came to an
end. They picked the 11th hour of the 11th day of
the 11th month, to end the war that had cost
millions their lives. It is unfortunate that more
people had not been willing to listen to Pope
Benedict XV and Bl. Karl’s pleas for peace. Millions
of lives could have been saved. May the souls of
those faithfully departed now rest in peace. 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow, Between the
crosses, row on row, That mark our place; and in the
sky, The larks, still bravely singing, fly Scarce heard
amid the guns below. We are the Dead. Short days
ago, We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, Loved and
were loved, and now we lie, In Flanders fields…
 - John McCrae

PARISH NEWS

The shopping list, delivery instructions, and delivery bag will be
available for pick up on November 18 and 19 after Masses at St.
Wenceslaus Parish Activity Center (PAC) - west doors by the
parking lot)
Porch pickup any time at 406 Flag Blvd in New Prague. Make
arrangements with Kathy by using the SignUpGenius site or call
(952-200-4949).
Shopping must be completed by Sunday morning, December 3.
Gifts from both programs will be distributed to the families on
Monday, December 11 in Le Center.

Christmas Adopt-a-Family & Santa Anonymous
Starting mid-October, the Le Sueur County Department of Human
Services sends out Adopt-a-Family forms to families in need. Parents
then choose three items and list the sizes of their children. These
forms are forwarded to our group (anonymously) where they are then
numbered. We then list the families on SignUpGenius. These lists are
available starting on November 12.  See below for the QR code or
SignUpGenius link.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AEAC2FA6FDC61-45407830-adopt#/

There are two opportunities to make Christmas brighter
for these families: Using SignUpGenius, choose a family
and shop for clothing items. Or, donate cash. Our team
of Super Shoppers will purchase gifts. We also support
Santa Anonymous for toys and non-clothing items.

Beginning November 12, family shopping lists will be posted.

Checks payable to Adopt a Family or Le Sueur County Santa 
Anonymous may be sent to:
Adopt a Family 
406 Flag Blvd. New Prague, MN 56071

For more information, call Kathy McNamara - 952-200-4949.

Parishioner Financial Report - Available
If you are interested in seeing the fiscal year 22/23 financial
report, please pick up a copy in the back of church. 

CCW News.
Unfortunately due to supplier issues, we are
unable to host our annual pie sale this year.
Please keep an eye out for future possibilities. 

SPOC/Dorothy Day Center Baking
Opportunities. 
Please consider joining the bakers of our
community as we send desserts with the
volunteers for the St. Paul Opportunity Center.
The meal is prepared on the second Saturday of
each month. We are looking at expanding our call
list of parishioners who are willing to donate two
dozen cookies or unfrosted bars for dessert. You
may receive a call or text, depending your
preference, to ask about your availability by
month. If you’re available, great! If not, no
worries!. Desserts need to be delivered to the St.
Wenceslaus Church basement - Blessed Mother
Gathering Space by 11:00 am the Saturday in
question. If you would like to contribute to this
ministry, please call or text Colleen Turner at 952-
237-6313. Thanks and God Bless! 



Cans of fruit and vegetables
Boxes of dinners and cereals
Plastic bottles of condiments, syrup, ketchup, etc.
Paper products such as tissue and toilet paper, paper plates, paper
cups, and so on
Spices and kitchen staples such as flour or sugar
Boxes of cake and canned frosting or other dessert mixes
Personal hygiene products, soaps, shampoos, and the like
Cleaning products for the home, such as dish soap and laundry
soap

Dear Parishioners, Parents, Grandparents, 
and Friends of SWS,
Recently, I have been reading and hearing a lot about being thankful
and having gratitude. Having a thankful attitude helps keep our souls
and spirits healthy. There is also research on how gratitude helps keep
us physically and mentally healthy. Even when things do not go as
planned, there is something in every situation to be thankful for.  
During November, I encourage all of us to enlarge our hearts and be
thankful. This is what is meant by having an attitude of gratitude. It is
an important skill to teach our children, but they cannot learn when
they only see and hear anger, resentment, hate, and negative talk. Be
thankful today for all that God has blessed you with. Be thankful for the
people who interact with your life, bringing both joy and challenge. Just
be thankful and have gratitude for all. Let’s see if this makes a
difference as we head to Thanksgiving and the holiday season.

Basketball Referees Are Needed.
Male or female – if you know basketball, we need you. Our boys team
of grades 4-7 will have 6-8 home games beginning on 12/5. All games
start at 4:00 or 4:30 PM. We need a ref to play. Open to high school or
college students, parents, grandparents, or any relative/neighbor. You
do not need to be a professional. Our games are simple and are
learning experiences for our players. Those parents with younger
students at SWS – please consider!

Food Shelf Collection
Let’s fill the food shelf for Thanksgiving. We will do an all-school food
collection on Wednesday, November 15. Every student is asked to bring
a few items in a grocery bag to take to the food shelf. NO glass, please!
Items to consider:

Kim Doyle, Principal
\

Our Mission Statement.
St. Wenceslaus Catholic School is a Christ-
centered family community committed to the
intellectual and spiritual formation of our
students. We provide a high-quality academic
program that builds leadership and self-
confidence while nurturing a loving relationship
with God and encouraging service to others.

SCHOOL NEWS

Kitchen Volunteers.
We will take any time that you can
give us. One day per week or

Psalm 86:11
Teach me Your way, O Lord

Old unwanted picture frames
Ribbon
Magazines
Wood wine corks
Old Christmas cards-new or used
Any acrylic or spray paint
Glitter/sequence/gems/buttons

Art Room Projects – Donations Wanted

No more empty gallon jugs or pine cones – 
We have already received an abundance!

one day per month - 2-3
hours per day or even 1
hour will help. Currently, we 
need people to wash dishes 
8:00-9:30 AM and others to serve lunch and
wash dishes – 10:30-12:30. Please contact our
school food services director, Katie, if you can
help.         katie.cleveland@swsaints.org



Coming Up – Limited Tickets Available.
Jason Evert, a world-renowned speaker and author at our parish on
November 15 from 6-8 pm. We will be having hundreds of teens/parents
from the area join together to hear Jason’s message on chastity and
purity. General ticket sales are now closed. Britt has set some aside for
our parishioners. Participants will also have an opportunity for
reconciliation, adoration, and free materials. For more information,
please reach out to Britt in Youth Ministry at St. Wenceslaus, 
952-758-0486.

FAITH FORMATION

Synod Evangelization Team Update:
Over 70 of our parishioners have now completed a seven week
learning series from the archdiocese. We will now be committed to
implementing small groups and inviting even more parishioners into
this movement. It is Archbishop Hebda’s dream to have every Catholic
in the archdiocese participate in a small group in some capacity. These
small groups will be starting up before Ash Wednesday of 2024 and
everyone is invited to participate.

Have You Unworn Shoes in Your Closet? 
Our church community would like to help support
the New Prague High School Dance Team with
their goal of collecting 2,500 new or gently used
shoes to send to Haiti, Cambodia and Ghana.
They are looking for clean shoes of all types:
dance shoes, sneakers, boots, dress shoes, casual
shoes, sandals and even sport cleats! These shoes
will be given a second life with those in need. A
marked box will be in Martha's Corner in the
church basement. Shoe requirements: clean, no
holes, intact soles, no broken straps or buckles.
Thanks in advance for your support! Questions?
Email Lisa Wiener at lwiener@isd721.org. 

Another Trivia Night for Young Adults
(aged 18-40ish)
Join other young adults to see how wise you are in
the trivial things in life! We will be meeting at
Giesenbrau Bier Company for trivia from 7-9 pm
on November 16. For questions, or to RSVP,
contact Brittney.lavigne@npcatholic.org. A great
way to socialize and meet new people, you may
learn a thing or two also!

Reminder:
We will not be having our regularly scheduled Disciples of Christ on
Wednesday, November 15, due to the Jason Evert event, or on
November 22, in anticipation of Thanksgiving. Enjoy these Wednesday
nights with your family. We will see you back here on November 29
where we will learn a bit more about the Advent season coming up.

Please join us for an

Advent Study
Rejoice! An Advent Pilgrimage into the Heart of Scripture

This program includes an inspirational journal and engaging
videos featuring reflections by presenter Fr. Mark Toups and

his friends Sr. Josephine Garrett and Fr. Josh Johnson.
Join us and experience real spiritual formation and growth 

from the beginning of Advent to Christmas Day.

Groups Will Begin the Week of November 26
Join a group ~
Form your own group ~
Do the study on your own ~
Sign-up information is found in the book. The
books can be found in the back of all three church
sites. For more information, contact your Faith
Formation Ministry.
Amber Dudley ~ 952-758-0464
Laura Schoenecker -  952-758-5131





Grieving?
Know someone who is?

When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the holiday season
can be especially painful. Our Surviving the Holidays seminar

helps participants prepare for the holidays andeven discover
hope for the future.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PATRONS 
Who make this bulletin possible through their advertising: 

 SJS Mechanical -  952-758-2986

Monday, November 13 
Wis 1:1-7 / Lk 17:1-6
5:30 pm  Mass SW - Fr. Eugene Theisen

Tuesday, November 14 
Wis 2:23–3:9 / Lk 17:7-10
8:00 am   Mass SW - Marian Anderson †, 
Glen Schoenbauer †

Wednesday, November 15 
Wis 6:1-11 / Lk 17:11-19
8:00 am    School Mass SW - Beverly Marie Meyer †
5:30 pm    Mass SJ - Judith Glisczinski †

Thursday, November 16 
Wis 7:22b–8:1 / Lk 17:20-25
8:00 am   Mass SW - Bob & Yvonne Brausen †

Friday, November 17
Wis 13:1-9 / Lk 17:26-37
8:00 am   Mass SW - William Theisen †
3:00 pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet  
3:00 pm   Confessions SW

Saturday, November 18
Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9 / Lk 18:1-8
3:30 pm   Confessions SW
4:30 pm   Mass SW - Red Rauschke †, Kris Huhner †
8:15 pm   Mass SJ - Viola Michel †

Sunday, November 19
Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 / 1 Thes 5:1-6 / Mt 25:14-30
8:00 am    Mass SS - Clement & Augusta Guessen †
8:30 am    Mass SW - Mary Sauber †
10:00 am  Mass SJ - Mass for the People
10:30 am  Mass SW - Joseph T. & Evelyn Smisek †

PARISH BUSINESS OFFICE
215 Main St E, 

New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-3225 PH 
952-758-2960 FAX

Rev. Eugene Theisen - Pastor
952-758-0469
Eugene.Theisen@npcatholic.org

Father Joseph Gifford - Parochial Vicar
952-758-0468
Joseph.Gifford@npcatholic.org

Ruth Weinandt - Parish Business Administrator
952-758-0466
Ruth.Weinandt@npcatholic.org

Kim Doyle - Saint Wenceslaus School Principal
952-758-3133
Kim.Doyle@swsaints.org

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH US
Mass Intentions & Readings 

ST. WENCESLAUS SCHOOL
227 Main St E, 

New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-3133 PH 
952-758-2958 FAX

Surviving the Holidays
Please join us on Sunday, November 19,  2:00 - 4:00 pm, 

at St. Wenceslaus in the Church Basement. For more
information or to register please call MaryCarol at 

952-758-3225 or email MaryCarol.Wolf@npcatholic.org



Kneip & Associates 
INSURANCE 

medical dental life 
Daniel Kneip  952-758-3049 

kneip.ins@gmail.com !
Committed to product understanding 

and personal service. 

Marlene Mushitz
CRS, GRI, CDPE

Printed locally by Suel Printing Co., 200 Main Street East, New Prague, MN 56071. For advertising call 952-758-4435.

Dave Skluzacek • 612-986-8443
New Prague, MN

119 E. Main St., New Prague 
952-758-4161

Serving With Compassion Since 1903
Steve and Mary Frost

Cremation & Funeral Planning
952-758-4949

             Parkview
Medical Clinic

Daniel R. Berg, MD
Michael P. O’Rourke, MD

Jean Craig, MD
Heather Hamernick, MD

New Patients Welcome
Same Day Appointments Available
Saturday Morning Appointments
www.parkviewclinic.com

952-758-2535

Custom Cabinets
Wencel Kubes

New Prague
952-758-2262

South Suburban Oral Surgeons
Dr. Mark T. Roszkowski
Dr. Richard T. Pihlstrom
115 1st Avenue SE, #110,

New Prague, MN
952-758-2321

NEW PRAGUE MINI STORAGE, INC.
From 5x10 thru 10x40. Climate Controlled. Now Available.

Easy access, 7 days a week, 24 hours a day
www.NewPragueMiniStorage.com

952-758-7819

TUPY
INSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.
For Your Personal or

Business Insurance Needs
We are here to Serve You!

111 East Main Street
New Prague, MN
952-758-2433201 Second Ave. SW, New Prague

1 block S of Main St.

Paul
Kratochvil,

Owner
Convenient - We Deliver!

952-758-3235
Mon-Fri 7-5 TIM or JOHN

952-758-2552
16264 310 St.
New Prague

YOU CALL...
WE HAUL...

Complete
Household Transfer
Licensed • Bonded
Reasonable Rates

1301 1st St. NE
New Prague

612-978-2222

 New Prague, MN
www.odenthallandscaping.com

Phone & Fax: 507-364-5460 Cell: 612-703-4803

Retaining 
Walls,

Patios & 
Much More
For All Your
Landscaping 

Needs

DOUG VAYDA
Specialist in the practice of 

Orthodontics
101 Central Ave.

New Prague
952-758-6999

Ambroz
Plumbing, Inc.

Paul Ambroz
New Construction - Remodel - Service

952-758-6265 • Cell 952-292-4413
Lic# 059407-PM

New Prague • 952-395-3100
& Assisted Living

Dr. William F. Vollmar
Dr. Katie Vollmar
Boarding Services

     1003 East Main St.
     New Prague, MN
     952-758-2881

SKLUZACEK
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Steve Skluzacek,
Owner #0004897

952-758-4158

Michael Traxler
WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC

Investments & Retirement Planning

Michael P. Traxler
Financial Advisor
222 Main Street East

New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-8060

1101 1st Street SE, New Prague • 952-758-4491
BANKeasy.com

MEMBER FDIC

Securities & Advisory 
Services offered 

through  
Michael Traxler 

Wealth Management, 
LLC an SEC 

Investment Advisor.

5%
Commission

Full Service
Since 1988

KubesRealty.com

www.lawyersnp.com

commitment to getting results.

www.DynamicMarlene.com

scott@sjsmechanicalinc.com

Scott & 
Jenny 

Smisek

Melissa Kreuser, Agent
Bus: (952) 758-5460

1301 1st St Ne, New Prague

952-758-4588
www.kubesfurnitureflooring.com

Mon-Wed. 9-5, Thur. 9-7,
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

Stefeni Tupy
      REALTOR® 
 952-486-3082
 Stef@StefTupy.com

Advantage Plus
Each office independently owned and operated.

952-890-1100

New Prague, MN   •   952-758-7098

952.758.5552

New Prague 
Lonsdale

dance@ttpda.com dance@ttpda.com 
TTPDA.comTTPDA.com

Knights of Columbus Council #2023
K.C. Hall in New Prague

Weddings, Receptions, Anniversaries, Card Tournaments, Birthday Parties
Call Tom Busch at 763-381-7916 or K.C. Hall at 952-758-3656

Bingo (License Permit # 01187)
 October-April

Come and have fun!
411 - 4th Ave. SW

3rd Degree
2nd Thursday, 7 pm

Grand Knight Jim Wagner
612-940-0834

4th Degree
3rd Thursday, 7 pm 
Faithful Navigator

Lyle Malecha • 651-269-3416

Ladies Aux. Meetings
4th Monday, 7 pm

Contact Rosella Kes
952-758-3578

Insurance Agent
Dave Goedtke
507-720-1652

106 Ferry St., Le Sueur, MN
507-665-2238
Fax: 507-665-3789

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30;
Thurs. 8-7, Sat. 9-4, Sun. Closed

~ Anytime by appointment ~
Financing Available!

Sleep Center 
Appliances & TV

LE Sueur Minnesota

Hwy 13 
& 21 SW, 

New Prague

Your Local Dealer

3rd Degree
2nd Thursday, 7pm

Grand Knight Todd Anderson
612-965-5315

4th Degree
3rd Thursday, 7 pm
Faithful Navigator

Bob Fahey • 952-873-6322

Ladies Aux. Meetings
4th Monday, 7 pm

Contact Rosella Kes
952-758-3578

Insurance Agent
Zachary Siebenaler

zach.siebenaler@kofc.org
O: 952-686-7720  C: 507-298-0544

FINE JEWELRY 
CUSTOM DESIGN 

REPAIRS

marquardtjewelers.com

119 W. Main  |  New Prague, MN 56071

Lee Marquardt, Owner
(952) 758-2422

Paul Tupy
952-758-4466

Dr. Jeremy Tupy
Dr. Jolene Otremba 

Doctors of Chiropractic
201 East Main Street
952-758-5135

BACK & NECK 
CLINIC of

NEW PRAGUE
Dr. Jeremy Tupy

Dr. Jolene Otremba 
Doctors of Chiropractic
201 East Main Street
952-758-5135

BACK & NECK 
CLINIC of

NEW PRAGUE

Jon P. Colling, D.D.S.
Ruth Peterka, D.D.S

newpraguedentist.com

OFFICE HOURS MON-FRI
211 10th Ave. NE   New Prague   952-758-2376

GENERAL
DENTISTRY

952-290-3440
www.sullivangroupmn.com

Pat Sullivan
Carol Dietz

Tim Marsolais
Trevor Houn

952-290-3440
www.sullivangroupmn.com

Pat Sullivan
Carol Dietz

Tim Marsolais
Trevor Houn

Pat Sullivan Carol Dietz Pat Pribyl

prahavillage.com
952-855-8855 

Call Sharon for availability for memory care 
and assisted living options.

Matt Saxe
Chevrolet

909 Enterprise Drive
Belle Plaine

952-873-2234

Call us for Employment and CNA Training

MATTHEW EGAN
Master Electrician/President 
952-290-6555

Matt@EganElectricInc.com

Commercial 
Residential 
Industrial

www.EganElectricInc.com


