
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    Discipleship Update 
                        March 2020 

Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

 

It’s Friday… 

Thirty-nine years ago we heard a speaker at a 

conference whose message was so vivid and 

compelling that I remember much of it to this 

day. He was a Baptist minister, short and 

balding, with a Boston accent, but it was his 

words rather than his appearance that stay 

with me. It was a long talk, but the climax was 

a call and response of sorts. 

“It’s Friday…” he would intone, and elaborate 

on something that’s wrong with the state of 

the world, with the human condition. He 

would then elicit from the audience the 

refrain, “…but Sunday’s a-comin’!”                     

He skillfully drew his audience into a rousing 

chorus. 

Today, the world is reeling with the human 

suffering brought by a pandemic. There’s no 

need to go into a litany of the impacts it’s 

having. You know. It’s all over the news, it’s 

touching each of us. It brings panic, despair, 

and many fears, including that of losing 

someone we love.  

If we truly believe Romans 8:28, that God can 

work for the good for all who are called 

according to his purpose, we might enter 

more deeply into Holy Week, to find the grace. 

Holy Thursday: The longing for the beautiful 

liturgies we’ve shared in the past can help us 

to appreciate the gifts of the Eucharist and 

community and to remember that Jesus asks 

us to wash one another’s feet.  

Consider: Who in the world are serving others 

these days? Pray a prayer of gratitude for 

them. What can each of us do, especially now? 
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  Holy Week focus 

 

Many of us began our Lent by putting into 

practice observances we chose. Then the 

coronavirus started upending life as usual. 

Catholics are using more technology to keep 

us connected with family, friends, work and 

our Church. We now have unique 

opportunities to access Masses, Stations of 

the Cross, talks, reflections and prayer 

services online.  

Here are three you could check out: 

Pope Francis’ talk from his March 25 

“Blessing to the City and the World,” 

reflecting on the Gospel story of Jesus 

calming the storm. A beautiful talk.  

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/

2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-

prayer-blessing.html 

For Holy Week, various stations of the cross 

from our US Catholic Bishops. 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-

worship/prayers-and-devotions/stations-of-

the-cross/index.cfm 

A Holy Week retreat from the Archdiocese, 

daily from Palm Sunday to Easter. 

Mass/morning prayer, retreat conferences 

and triduum liturgies.  

http://www.Archspm.org/holyweekretreat 

                       

 

 

                                    
 

    

A Lent not of 
our choosing 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/stations-of-the-cross/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/stations-of-the-cross/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/stations-of-the-cross/index.cfm
http://www.archspm.org/holyweekretreat


  

 

Good Friday: As we look to the cross, we see 

that we have a God who has entered into our 

human suffering. He has not abandoned us. 

He understands. He forgives our human 

weakness and sin. Jesus hears our cries of 

anguish, the pain of our hearts, and says to 

each of us, “I’m with you.” 

Hold a crucifix or rosary in your hands. 

Venerate the cross. Express your sorrow for 

your sins, lay them at the foot of the cross, 

and pray your gratitude for the gift of God’s 

forgiveness. 

Holy Saturday: There is a soberness to this 

day,that can get lost in the busyness of 

preparations to celebrate Easter with family. 

This year we can be more attuned to the 

awareness of Jesus, lying in the tomb, the 

light of the world confined in the darkness. 

Reflect: In what ways are you feeling closed in 

by your surroundings, by your fears? Talk to 

Jesus about them. 

The Easter Celebrations: The highpoint of 

the liturgical year will be celebrated in empty 

churches this Easter. The little candles will not 

be lit at the Easter Vigil, the alleluias will not 

ring out in full throated chorus, we will not 

sing together the triumphant Jesus Christ is 

Risen Today at the end of our celebration. 

However, that does not mean that our Easter 

joy should be any less. We believe that Jesus 

rose, conquering the darkness, sin and death. 

Yes, the world is suffering now. Our lives may 

feel like Good Friday, but  

It’s Friday… 

          …Sunday’s a-comin’! 

      MH 

         
 


