

Marriage Preparation 

&

Wedding Policy

Handbook
St. John LaLande Catholic Church 

805 N.W. R.D. Mize Rd.

Blue Springs, MO  64015

(816) 229-3378

Table of Contents

                                      
                 Page

Checklist Overview




  3

What’s This All About?



  4

Contact Information




  4

        I.  Marriage Preparation Process

Initial Interview with Parish Priest


  5
Administration of the Pre-Marital Inventory

  5
Lead Couple Meetings



  5
Cohabitation





  5

Natural Family Planning



  6
Becoming Active, Giving Members of the Parish
  6
Documentation Required for Catholics

  6
Documentation Required for Non-Catholics

  6
Civil Documentation Required


  6
Follow-Up Meeting with Parish Priest

  6
        II. Planning the Wedding Liturgy

Contacting Liturgy/Music Director


   7

When and Where Weddings Take Place

   7

Rite of Marriage During/Outside of Mass

   7

Programs (Worship Aids)



   8
Order of Wedding Liturgy

          
            8-10
Selecting Liturgical Music, Musicians
           10-11

Disabled Guests




  11

      Wedding Rehearsal




  11


Food, Smoking and Alcohol



  11

Decorations in Church



  12

Bride’s Room





  12


Photographs and Videotaping



  12


Receiving Lines




  12 

      Options for Scripture Readings


  13

Options for Wedding Vows

         
              14
Sample Intercessory Prayers of the Faithful                 15

Options for Nuptial Blessing 


         16-17

Solemn (Final) Blessing Options

         17-18
        

     CHECKLIST OVERVIEW:

           A wedding involves a simple ceremony lasting only a short time; a marriage is a lifetime 
           Commitment of sacrificial love in a solemn and sacramental covenant.  Wedding preparation and  

           Marriage preparation are different things, and preparing for the marriage is by far the more 
           important. 
           Please call and set up your initial meeting as a couple with the pastor (229-3378) to complete

           the pre-nuptial paperwork and to establish a date for the wedding.  Both must be present
           for this meeting.  If not already registered with the parish, complete registration papers 

           and receive the St. John LaLande Marriage Preparation and Wedding Policy Handbook  

           at least nine months before wedding. 









       Paid to Parish


                  
           Deposit (reserves the church for the wedding date) 


                200.00

           Keyboardist, liturgist, cantor, servers, and processional coordinator                 420.00



           -   All Checks are made payable to St. John LaLande

                            620.00
           -   A gift to the Priest and/or Deacon the day of the wedding is customary.

           There are two options to choose for marriage preparation; you choose one. 
           Option A: The THRIVE program weekend (no overnight) call 816-714-2373. Go to 

           kcsjfamily.org/thrive for dates, fees, and other information.

           Option B: Engaged Encounter weekend with overnight stay, call 913-815-3183 plus steps 1 and

           2 below. 
            1. Please contact Kristen Marquis at 816-714-2373 from the Diocesan Family Life Office to 
                arrange the diocesan required “Joy Filled Marriage” seminar day.  You may register on

                line at http://kcsjfamily.org/Godsplan. After attending, you must provide a copy of the
                certificate to the priest/deacon. The $50.00 fee is to be paid to the provider at the time of the 
                class.
           2. Schedule an introductory session for Natural Family Planning, as required by the Diocese 

                of Kansas City-St. Joseph.  See contact information on page 4.  After attending, you must    

                provide a copy of the certificate to the priest/deacon. The $35.00 fee is to be paid to the 
                provider at the time of the class.

Further steps:

           1. Provide baptismal certificates to the parish, dated in the last six months.
           2. Contact John Villaveces, Director of Music (229-3378 x 338), to plan the wedding 
   liturgy (approximately three to four months prior to the wedding).

           3. Apply for a marriage license one month before the wedding and provide this to the 
               priest/deacon at the wedding rehearsal.
           4. If you are printing a worship aid for your wedding liturgy, provide copy of the wedding 
               program to John Villaveces for review and approval three weeks prior to your wedding. 
What’s this all about?

Some of these policies may seem arbitrary on first reading, but we ask for your patience 

and understanding.  Many years of trial and error have shown us what works at St. John

LaLande and what doesn’t, and our policies are written to anticipate many of the most 

common difficulties that arise today during the planning and celebration of weddings.   

We know that you want your wedding to be perfect and that you have probably been 

planning this day in your imagination for many years; we also know that some of the things

you may have imagined probably don’t coincide with the expectations set forth in these 

wedding policies.  We ask you to remember, though, that while your wedding is an intensely personal moment for you, it is not a private event; rather, it is a public celebration of one of 

the seven Sacraments given to the Church by the Lord Jesus.  For this reason, the parish priest and staff have a solemn duty to ensure that the sacred liturgy is celebrated according to the 

mind of the Church and in conformity with liturgical law.  

Our policies are written to help you understand what is possible and what is not possible during the ceremony that begins your lifetime of sacrificial love in the Sacrament of Marriage.  The sacred liturgy of your wedding is above all else an act of divine worship, and our policies are designed to make your wedding a beautiful and memorable encounter with Christ the Lord for you, your family, and your friends.  If you have any questions about these policies, please feel free to speak with anyone listed below.

Contact Information   

Fr. Ron Elliott, Pastor



John Villaveces



St. John LaLande Catholic Church

Liturgy/Music Director



(816)229-3378 ext 303


(816)229-3378 ext 338





relliott@sjlparish.org 
   

 
jvillaveces@sjlparish.org
Frank and Cristol Moley


Kristen Marquis
Engaged Encounter Retreat
 

Joy Filled Marriage Program
(913)782-1603     



(816)714-2373





ee.kc@att.net




family@diocesekcsj.org
Natural Family Planning Class Contacts:

Fertility Care Center of Kansas City
Couple to Couple League
(Creighton Model Fertility Care System
(Offers a Sympto-thermal method)

& NaProTechnology) Register online at
3 – class series = $135. pay to provider.
www.fertilitycarekc.com


For schedule and varied locations

Available at St. Mary’s Hospital or 

go to www.cclkc.org
eight other locations in the metro area.

One hour introductory session = $40
paid to provider

 I.   Marriage Preparation Process
Your Initial Interview with the Parish Priest

At least one party in the couple seeking to be married at St. John LaLande Parish needs to be a registered, practicing Catholic, attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days, and have a history of supporting the parish through their tithing envelopes.  The pastor must be contacted at least nine months prior to the anticipated wedding date to meet and complete the pre-nuptial paperwork.   Both parties in the couple must attend this meeting.  

Reasons for an inability to celebrate a wedding at St. John’s include: non-practice of the Catholic faith, refusal to cooperate and participate in the marriage preparation program, or public impropriety (such as living together prior to marriage).  All decisions about eligibility for marriage are made by the pastor and no date for a wedding can be reserved until and unless the pastor certifies the couple is deemed eligible for marriage in the Catholic Church.

Cohabitation Prior to Marriage

“Human love does not tolerate ‘trial marriages’. It demands a total and definitive gift of persons to one another.184” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2391)

Despite the immorality of sex outside of marriage, cohabitation has become a common practice in our society.  However, studies reflect a very high rate of divorce for couples who do cohabitate.  It is desirable that engaged couples live separately.  Couples living together with children will not be required to separate but will be expected to live chastely until their exchange of vows.

“Those who are engaged to marry are called to live chastity in continence. They should see in this time of testing a discovery of mutual respect, an apprenticeship in fidelity, and the hope of receiving one another from God. They should reserve for marriage the expressions of affection that belong to married love. They will help each other grow in chastity.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #230)
Natural Family Planning

Because of the consistent teaching the Church provides on the immorality of artificial contraception and sterilization, all engaged couples must attend Natural Family Planning (this is NOT the Rhythm Method).  Refer to the contact information on page four to schedule an introductory session.  

“…the methods of birth regulation based on self-observation and the use of infertile periods, is in conformity with the objective criteria of morality.157 These methods respect the bodies of the spouses, encourage tenderness between them, and favor the education of an authentic freedom.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2370) 

Active, Giving Members of the Parish

As registered parishioners, the couple must be present with the community at Mass each weekend and support the parish financially by using their envelopes.  It is the couple’s responsibility to make their presence known by greeting the priest/deacon when attending Mass on weekends and Holy Days of Obligation.

Documentation Required
1. A recent Certificate of Baptism for Catholics from the parish in which the baptism took place, issued in the past 6 months.
2. If one or both parties are under the age of eighteen, written permission from the parent(s) or guardian(s) is requested.  If there is objection to the marriage, this should be discussed with the priest.

3. If there has been a previous marriage, proof of the dissolution of the bond is required for each marriage (i.e., death certificate or decree of nullity).
4. If there has been a previous invalid or attempted marriage by the Catholic, the decree of nullity must be presented for each attempted marriage.

5. In circumstances in which there is uncertainty, the prospective spouse may be asked to provide proof that he or she is free to marry.

Civil Documentation Required

The Marriage License may be obtained at any courthouse within the state of Missouri.  The license will not be issued by the court officer earlier than 72 hours after the application is made.  The license, once granted, is valid for thirty days.  A marriage license shall not be issued to a minor under the age of eighteen without parental consent.  No one younger than fifteen years of age may be legally issued a marriage license without the order of a judge.

II. Planning the Wedding Liturgy
Contact Liturgy/Music Director
 About four months prior to the wedding date, the engaged couple is to schedule a meeting with the parish Liturgy/Music Director, who will assist in planning a wedding ceremony that appropriately celebrates the Sacrament of Marriage.  The rites and customs of St. John LaLande Parish, in unity with the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph and the universal Church will be explained during this meeting and, for this reason, important decisions regarding the details of your liturgy should not be made in advance of this meeting.  Certain norms are established for all Catholic liturgies which must be observed for the full and active participation of the assembly, the use of appropriate music, trained liturgical musicians and ministers, moderate decorations and two witnesses (the Maid or Matron of Honor and the Best Man).  

When Can Weddings Take Place?
Weddings are celebrated on available Friday evenings 5:00-7:00 P.M.  and Saturdays  10 A.M. - 2 P.M. with the exception of  Holy Days of Obligation and All Souls Day. Weddings will not be scheduled on any national or religious holidays and/or when the church office is closed for the day. 
Where Can Weddings Take Place? 
The law of the Catholic Church states that, “Wedding liturgies must take place in a parish church, not in other chapels or places.”  The parish church is the center of the community which comes together to worship.  Every marriage is part of the worship life of the whole faith community and, therefore, the normal place to celebrate marriage is in the parish in which you reside.

The priest or deacon assigned to St. John LaLande parish ordinarily presides.  You are welcome to invite a Catholic priest or deacon from outside the parish to preside at your wedding, but you must first submit a written request to the pastor of St. John LaLande, giving the name, title, address, and phone number of the cleric you want to invite.  Only the pastor of St. John LaLande can grant permission (canonical delegation) for a visiting cleric to preside at a wedding in this parish. 

If you desire to invite a non-Catholic clergyman to participate in the wedding liturgy, you must first submit a written request to the pastor of St. John LaLande, giving the name, title, and address of the clergyman you want to invite.  Non-Catholic clergy are permitted to participate in a Catholic wedding by their presence in the sanctuary, but they cannot preside at the liturgy.  This means, among other things, that the Catholic priest or deacon must receive the wedding vows and impart the nuptial blessing.  

Members of St. John LaLande Parish who wish to have their wedding in another Catholic church must have the permission of both pastors.  If you choose to have your wedding in another church, please inform the pastor in your initial meeting with him.  Permission may be given, but because of the busy schedule at St. John LaLande, you will be asked to find a priest outside of our parish to officiate at the wedding ceremony.  All other marriage preparation will take place as usual.

Programs/Worship Aids

If you are having printed worship aids at your wedding, the final draft must be reviewed and approved by John Villaveces before any are printed.  Please have the final draft ready for review and approval not less than three weeks prior to the wedding. 
Order of Wedding Liturgy (within a Mass)  
The model for planning all sacramental celebrations is the Sunday Mass.  There are five major rites to a wedding within a Mass. What follows is the order of this liturgy as it might appear in a wedding program.  If either the bride or the groom is not baptized, the order of the wedding outside the context of Mass is also referenced below.
Wedding Party Procession (stand) 
The procession is very adaptable to all family circumstances.  It may be led by incense (symbolizing our prayers rising to God and the presence of God permeating the space), followed by the processional cross, altar servers, the priest, and the wedding party.  Young or small children serving as flower girls or ring bearers may cause problems that need to be seriously considered.  Once children who are

serving as flower girls or ring bearers have processed in, they must have an adult assigned to supervise 

them throughout the wedding liturgy.  Other options are available with the bride and groom processing with one or both parents, as well as other family members or friends, as desired.

GATHERING RITE:

The purpose of the Gathering Rite is to unite the assembly in a spirit of worship and prepare them for hearing the Word of God.  We gather on this occasion to give praise to God for his sign of love we see in this couple, a love which permeates to all people.  We encourage full and active participation of the assembly in all of the prayers and hymns throughout the service.

Greeting /Welcome  

Gloria
Opening Prayer 

LITURGY OF THE WORD: (sit)

All worship necessarily includes sacred Scripture.  The first reading is always taken from the Old Testament and can be proclaimed by a family member or friend.  The Response is one of the Psalms of the Old Testament and everyone is encouraged to sing the refrain, led in song by a trained cantor.  The second reading is taken from the New Testament letters and can be proclaimed by a family member or friend.  An “Alleluia” refrain is always sung before the priest (or deacon) proclaims the Gospel.  

First Reading
Responsorial Psalm (sung)

Second Reading
Gospel Acclamation (stand/sung) 

Gospel (stand)
Homily (sit)
RITE OF MARRIAGE:

The Rite of Marriage takes place after, and in response to, the proclamation of the Word of God.  The marriage promises of the bride and groom are a symbol of God’s profound promise to love us always and without condition.  The further sign of this covenant of love is expressed in the exchange of rings.  The Rite of Marriage concludes with prayers of petition for the needs of all people.  These intercessory prayers may be spoken by a family member, friend, or cantor.  The couple is encouraged to write their own using the model provided on the last page of this booklet and provide a copy to John Villaveces three weeks prior to the wedding. 

Consent & Exchange of Vows

Blessing & Exchange of Rings
Arras or lazos (optional)
Prayers of the Faithful (stand) Assembly’s Response to prayers of petition: “Loving God, hear our prayer.”
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

The word “Eucharist” means to give thanks, and giving thanks to God is the central act of all worship.  The people of God gathering together to give thanks is the most compelling sign we have of God’s kingdom on earth.  That is why we consider Eucharist to be the central sacrament of the Church and the Eucharistic Acclamations are the most important assembly responses sung in the liturgy.  In this liturgy, we bring to the altar the bread and wine and our very selves to be transformed into Christ’s body.  Since this is the greatest sign of Christian unity, all present who are baptized Catholics and well-disposed for reception are invited to share in communion.  We ask all other Christians present to kneel and pray in unity with us.  If the wedding takes place outside the context of the Mass, altar servers, as well as the following, underlined Mass parts are omitted from the nuptial liturgy.
Presentation of the Gifts (sit) 
Bread and wine are brought forward by family members or friends while altar servers assist in preparing the altar.  

Eucharistic Prayer (stand)

Holy, Holy (kneel at end)
Memorial Acclamation 
Amen (stand at end)

Lord’s Prayer Commonly shared by all baptized Christians.
Nuptial Blessing 
Sign of Peace 

Flowers to Mother (optional)
“Lamb of God” (kneel at end)

Reception of Communion
Communion Hymn

Communion Meditation – Flowers to Mary (optional, music choices include Ave Maria)
Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Prayer After Communion (stand)
CONCLUDING RITE 
Final Blessing
Recessional

Selecting Liturgical Music, Musicians and Ministers

The documents Marriage Preparation Policies of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, and Music in Catholic Worship and Liturgical Music Today published by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops explain the principles of good and appropriate music for weddings.  Because the celebration of a wedding is a public liturgical action of the Church, only music which is truly sacred is permitted at weddings.  In a Catholic wedding liturgy, the meaning of marriage expressed in music focuses on the profound commitment, the covenant of love offered to us first by God not found in the more “popular,” often trite love songs of modern music.  Consider whether the texts of the hymn selections narrow or broaden our vision of Christian married love.  Do the words imply Christ’s intent for committed, sacrificial love?  Do the words help unify the gathered witnesses to pray and worship together?  Hymns which do not reflect a sense of the sacred are prohibited during the wedding liturgy.  The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (Vatican Council II) states:  “The texts intended to be sung must always be in conformity with Catholic doctrine; indeed, they should be drawn chiefly from Holy Scripture and liturgical sources.”  Options that meet the demands of the NCCB will be provided by John Villaveces, who makes all decision about the music allowed at St. John LaLande, including permission to invite visiting vocalists and instrumentalists.  All music selections must be approved by John Villaveces.

We recognize that there are many beautiful, popular love songs that might hold particular sentiment 
for the bride and groom, as well as instrumental music such as the themes from Lohengrin (“Here
Comes the Bride”) and Midsummer Night’s Dream. That sense of being rooted in the sacred liturgy is
missing from these and, therefore, cannot be permitted at this time.  It is without questions these contain
a popular cultural value but are most suited for the rehearsal dinner or reception after the wedding.  
Music ministers (a cantor and a keyboardist) are required for every wedding celebration.  Parish cantors and accompanists are used, as they are trained in leading sung prayer at Catholic liturgies and are knowledgeable of appropriate liturgical music, of our worship space, its sound system and musical instruments. Many times, vocalists are selected for the purpose of “performing” at designated moments in the liturgy.  As we grow to understand that a wedding is an act of worship and that the participation of 
the assembly of witnesses gathered is of primary importance, the cantor has the role of leading the 

assembly. Experienced parish cantors are able to intone and chant the Responsorial Psalm, Gospel
Acclamation, lead the Eucharistic Acclamations and other hymns at the appropriate times during the
liturgy. No music or accompaniment by recording or automation is ever permitted before, during, or after the wedding or rehearsal.

A lector is one who reads Holy Scripture in the First (Old Testament) and Second (New Testament) 
Readings.  Approved lectionary texts will be provided by John Villaveces with options available to 
the bride and groom for selection.  The role of lector is often filled by a family member or friend
who has experience reading in church, who is comfortable doing this, and who will attend the wed-

ding rehearsal in the church. 
Altar servers trained to assist serve at wedding liturgies.  It is not necessary to have altar servers
for weddings that take place outside of Mass.

Gift Bearers are needed for weddings, which take place within the context of the Mass, to bring forth 
the bread and wine during the Presentation of Gifts.  These can be Godparents, Confirmation sponsors, 
or any family or friends of the bride and groom and should attend the wedding rehearsal to practice.

Ushers are also selected among two, three, or four of your family and friends to offer hospitality to 
those coming to witness the Rite of Marriage, greet people as they arrive, and provide an escort to
seats in the church.  
Disabled Guests

St. John LaLande Church is handicapped accessible with ramps leading to all outside doors.  

An automatic door opener is at the southwest entrance.     
Rest Rooms

There are three sets of restrooms available at St. John LaLande.  Large separate men and women’s 

restrooms are available along the long inclined hallway across from the parish office.  Another set is 

located across from the parish center at the north end of our complex. There is also a family restroom 

located in the narthex (gathering space) across from the sacristy.  Most restrooms are handicapped 

accessible.

Wedding Rehearsal
The rehearsal is usually scheduled for the evening before the wedding.  Although the rehearsal is not
a celebration of the sacred liturgy, it does occur in a sacred place.  Please remember to maintain 

reverence while in the church both at the wedding rehearsal and the wedding ceremony. 

All who attend must be dressed appropriately (i.e., no shorts, tank tops) and must refrain from using 
electronic devices (i.e., cell phones, video games).   

The civil marriage license must be provided to the presiding priest or deacon at the rehearsal.  

The rehearsal usually lasts about 60 minutes, given the wedding party arrives on time. Musicians 
and cantors do not rehearse during the wedding party rehearsal.  

Food, Smoking, and Alcohol 
 Water and soft drinks are allowed in the dressing rooms and outside the north entrance for the wedding party prior to the wedding ceremony.  The use of chewing gum is prohibited.  The wedding party is not to bring or use any alcoholic beverages before both the rehearsal and the wedding.  The priest or deacon celebrating the wedding reserves the right to remove from the church anyone under the influence of alcohol.  Please remind everyone in the wedding party to preserve the sacred character of this event by not abusing alcohol. Smoking is allowed outside the north entrance only (by the parish center). 
Decorations in the Church
The use of special flowers, plants, candles and other decorations should be moderate and dignified 

for worship so as not to distract from the primary symbols of the liturgy.  Banners are not permitted 
and care must be taken that flowers and wedding candles are not placed on top of the altar or other
liturgical furnishings, nor obstruct the view of the witnesses, musicians, or the action of the liturgy.  
A set of candelabra is available for your wedding with candles that you may use at no cost.  The 
candles are contained in glass votive holders which prevent wax dripping onto the tile floor. They 
are always lit prior to the Procession. 
Setup usually takes place the evening of the wedding rehearsal and morning of the wedding.  If there 
is a Mass or other liturgy scheduled between the rehearsal and the wedding, setup would take place 
when this liturgy ends. As there are no custodial staff available on weekends, please make sure the 
church and adjacent rooms used for preparation are cleaned and ready for the next event before leaving 
for the reception.  We depend on you to pick up and dispose of boxes, paper, ribbons, candles, etc. to

maintain a clean church.  Decorations can not be taped or pinned to the church pews or walls.  Florists

can provide alternatives, such as floral clips for pews, which do not cause permanent damage to
woodwork.  Aisle runners, flower petals, rice, bird seed and balloons are NOT permitted either inside or
outside the church. 
Bride’s Room

The bride and her attendants may have the use of the LaLande Room for use on the day of the wedding.

They can arrive up to three hours prior to the wedding.  To avoid lost and stolen items, the bride is to

provide shopping bags for each attendant, and all personal belongings (shoes, clothes, make-up, etc.) 

should be removed from the room before the bridal party walks to the narthex to line up for the proces-

sional.  These items should be taken to a car and locked in the trunk before the wedding begins.
St. John LaLande does not accept responsibility for any items which are lost or stolen.

Please assign a friend or family member the task of ensuring that the adjacent rooms used for prepara-

tion are cleaned and ready for the next event before leaving for the reception.   
Photographs and Videotaping
Photography inside and outside of St. John LaLande Church prior to a wedding ceremony is allowed,

but must be concluded a minimum of thirty minutes before the beginning of the wedding liturgy.     
Professional photographs are permitted throughout the celebration of the sacred liturgy.  Photographers

may take pictures from the nave and aisles of the church. Entry into the sanctuary (the area bounded by
the steps) is not permitted at any time. After the wedding, the photographer may gather the entire wedding party inside the church on the steps of the sanctuary for pictures.   All photography, takedown, and clean-up must be completed within one hour after the wedding. Because of time constraints, receiving lines while guests exit the church are not practical.  
Making videotapes of the ceremony is increasingly popular.  While this is allowed at St. John LaLande, 
certain restrictions apply.  Operators are not free to roam about during the sacred liturgy.  A handheld 
camera may be used for the procession and recession.  Beyond that, all video cameras must be placed on 
tripods and left stationary at all other times during the wedding.  If the camera is setup in an aisle, it will 
need to be in a side aisle that is not used during the movement for communion and processions.  We 
must insist there be no discussion during the ceremony by the videographers as they work.
Nuptial readings 

(full readings can be found at: www.foryourmarriage.org/readings)

First Reading (Old Testament):

1. Genesis 1:16–28, 31a (Male and female he created them.) *
2. Genesis 2:18–24 (The two of them become on body.) *
3. Genesis 24:48–51, 58–67 (In his love for Rebekah, Isaac found solace after the death of his mother.) *
4. Tobit 7:6–14 (May the Lord of heaven prosper you both. May he grant you mercy and peace.) *
5. Tobit 8:4b–8 (Allow us to live together to a happy old age.) *
6. Proverbs 31:10–13, 19–20, 30–31 (The woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.) *
7. Song of Songs 2:8–10, 14, 16a, 8:6–7a (Stern as death is love.)

8. Sirach 26:1–4, 13–16 (Like the sun rising in the Lord’s heavens, the beauty of a virtuous wife is the radiance of her home.) *
9. Jeremiah 31:31–32a, 33-34a (I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah.)

Second Reading (New Testament):

1. Romans 8:31b–35, 37–39

2. Romans 12:1–2, 9–18 or 9–13 (Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.)

3. Romans 15:1b–3a, 5–7, 13 (Welcome one another as Christ welcomed you.)

4. 1 Corinthians 6:13c–15a, 17–20 (Your body is a temple of the Spirit.)

5. 1 Corinthians 12:31–13:8a (If I do not have love, I gain nothing.)
6. Ephesians 4:1-6 (Unity in the Body)
7. Ephesians 5:2a, 21–33 or 25–32 (This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the Church.) *
8. Philippians 4:4–9 (The God of peace will be with you.)

9. Colossians 3:12–17 (And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.)

10. Hebrews 13:1–4a, 5–6b (Let marriage be held in honor by all.)

11. 1 Peter 3:1–9 (Be of one mind, sympathetic, loving toward one another.) *
12. 1 John 3:18–24 (Love in deed and in truth.)

13. 1 John 4:7–12 (God is love.)

14. Revelations 19:1, 5–9a (Blessed are those who have been called tot eh wedding feast of the lamb.)

Gospel:

1. Matthew 5:1–12a (Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.)

2. Matthew 5:13–16 (You are the light of the world.)

3. Matthew 7:21, 24–29 or 24–25 (A wise man built his house on rock.)

4. Matthew 19:3–6 (What God has united, man must not separate.) *
5. Matthew 22:35–40 (This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it.)

6. Mark 10:6–9 (They are no longer two, but one flesh.) *
7. John 2:1–11 (Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee.) *
8. John 15:9–12 (Remain in my love.)

9. John 15:12–16 (This is my commandment: love one another.)

10. John 17:20–26 or 20–23 (That they may be brought to perfection as one.)
*Readings followed by an asterisk fulfil the requirement that one reading speak explicitly of Marriage.
Questions Before the Wedding Vows
The priest/deacon will question you about your freedom of choice, faithfulness to each other, 
and the acceptance and upbringing of children:

N. and N.¸ have you come here to enter into Marriage without coercion, freely and wholeheartedly? 

Both answer: I have
Are you prepared, as you follow the path of Marriage, to love and honor each other for as long as you both shall live? 

Both answer: I am

The following questions may be omitted if, for example, the couple is advanced in years.

Are you prepared to accept children lovingly from God and to bring them up according to the law of Christ and his Church?

Both answer: I am

Each answers the questions separately.
Wedding Vow Options
The priest/deacon invites the couple to declare their consent:

Since it is your intention to enter the covenant of Holy Matrimony, join your right hands and declare your consent before God and his Church.  They join right hands.
Option A.  
The bridegroom says:

I, N., take you, N., to be my wife.  I promise to be faithful to you in good times and in bad, in sickness 

and in health, to love you and honor you all the days of my life.

The bride says:

I, N., take you, N., to be my husband.  I promise to be faithful to you in good times and in bad, in 

sickness and in health, to love you and honor you all the days of my life.

----If it seems preferable for pastoral reasons for the priest/deacon to obtain consent from the couple through questions, the following alternative form may be used:
N., do you take N., to be your wife (husband)? Do you promise to be faithful to her in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love her and to honor her all the days of your life? R: I do.
Option B.   
The bridegroom says:

I, N., take you N., for my lawful wife, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish until death do us part.

The bride says:

I, N., take you N., for my lawful husband, to have and the hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish until death do us part.
----If it seems preferable for pastoral reasons for the priest/deacon to obtain consent from the couple through questions, the following alternative form may be used:
N., do you take N. for your lawful wife (husband), to have and to hold, from this day forward, 

for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish until death do you part?  R: I do.

RECEPTION OF CONSENT

Receiving their consent the priest/deacon says:

May the Lord in his kindness strengthen the consent you have declared before the Church, and graciously bring to fulfillment his blessing within you. What God joins together, let no one put asunder.    R.  Amen
The blessing and exchange of rings follows the reception of consent.

Prayers of the Faithful:  Samples (General Intercessions)
The intercessions pray that married love and commitment transform in holiness the Church,
the world, this community gathered and the children born of this marriage if of child-bearing age.
The couple may ask for specific virtues such as love, patience, communication, understanding and the grace to be good parents.  

These prayers are to be personally written by the couple being married. 

The priest will pray the opening and closing portions.
Petition intro by presider:….  

Cantor or Lector:  Our response to each petition is: “Lord, hear our prayer.” OR “Loving God, hear our prayer.”
1) That world and national leaders may promote what is necessary for strong and stable family life in today’s society, we pray to the Lord:

2) For the church throughout the world and for the parishes of which ___ and ___ have been a part, we pray to the Lord:

3) That, day by day, ____ and ____ be a blessing for their families, their friends and for all their
      neighbors, we pray to the Lord:

4) That partners in marriage everywhere affirm one another with actions based on mutual respect, 

       we pray to the Lord:

5) That the love of husbands and wives grow daily through honest expressions of affection, we pray 

      to the Lord:

6) For the parents and families of ___ and ___., for their godparents (here name your godparents), and for all who formed them in faith, we pray to the Lord:

7) For all the deceased relatives of ___ and ___., for the sick and for those unable to be with us today,  we pray to the Lord:

For the Lord’s abundant blessings on ___ and ___ in their married life, we pray to the Lord: 

Petition ending by presider:….Amen.  

Nuptial Blessing Options
For use within a Mass   (OCM pg. 36, S 1027)   

Dear brothers and sisters, let us humbly pray to the Lord that on these his servants, now married in Christ, he may mercifully pour out the blessing of his grace and make of one heart in love (by the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood) those he has joined by a holy covenant. O God, who by your mighty power created all things out of nothing, and, when you had set in place the beginnings of the universe, formed man and woman in your own image, making the woman an inseparable helpmate to the man, that they might no longer be two, but one flesh, and taught that what you were pleased to make one must never be divided; O God, who consecrated the bond of Marriage by so great a mystery that in the wedding covenant you foreshadowed the Sacrament of Christ and his Church; O God, by whom woman is joined to man and the companionship they had in the beginning is endowed with the one blessing not forfeited by original sin nor washed away by the flood. Look now with favor on these your servants, joined together in Marriage, who ask to be strengthened by your blessing. Send down on them the grace of the Holy Spirit and pour your love into their hearts, that they may remain faithful in the Marriage covenant. 

May the grace of love and peace abide in your daughter N., and let her always follow the example of those holy women whose praises are sung in the Scriptures. May her husband, N.  entrust his heart to her, so that, acknowledging her as his equal and his joint heir to the life of grace, he may show her due honor and cherish her always with the love that Christ has for his Church. And now, Lord, we implore you: may these your servants hold fast to the faith and keep your commandments; made one in the flesh, may they be blameless in all they do; and with the strength that comes from the Gospel, may they bear true witness to Christ before all; (may they be blessed with children, and prove themselves virtuous parents, who live to see their children’s children). And grant that, reaching at last together the fullness of years for which they hope, they may come to the life of the blessed in the Kingdom of Heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
Assembly:   AMEN
For use outside of a Mass   (OCM pg. 50)
Now let us humbly invoke God’s blessing upon this bride and groom, that in his kindness he may favor with his help those on whom he has bestowed the Sacrament of Matrimony. O God, who by your mighty power created all things out of nothing, and, when you had set in place the beginnings of the universe, formed man and woman in your own image, making the woman an inseparable helpmate to the man, that they might no longer be two, but one flesh, and taught that what you were pleased to make one must never be divided; O God, who consecrated the bond of Marriage by so great a mystery that in the wedding covenant you foreshadowed the Sacrament of Christ and his Church; O God, by whom woman is joined to man and the companionship they had in the beginning is endowed with the one blessing not forfeited by original sin nor washed away by the flood. Look now with favor on these your servants, joined together in Marriage, who ask to be strengthened by your blessing. Send down on them the grace of the Holy Spirit and pour your love into their hearts, that they may remain faithful in the Marriage covenant. 

May the grace of love and peace abide in your daughter, N., and let her always follow the example of those holy women whose praises are sung in the Scriptures. May her husband, N., entrust his heart to her, so that, acknowledging her as his equal and his joint heir to the life of grace, he may show her due honor and cherish her always with the love that Christ has for his Church. And now, Lord, we impore you: may these your servants hold fast to the faith and keep your commandments; made one in the flesh, may they be blameless in all they do; and with the strength that comes from the Gospel, may they bear true witness to Christ before all; (may they be blessed with children, and prove themselves virtuous parents, who live to see their children’s children). And grant that, reaching at last together the fullness of years for which they hope, they may come to the life of the blessed in the Kingdom of Heaven. Through Christ our Lord. 

Assembly: AMEN
For use between a Catholic and a Catechumen or non-baptized Christian   (OCM pg. 66)
Now let us humbly invoke God’s blessing upon this bride and groom, that in his kindness he may favor with his help those on whom he has bestowed the bond of Marriage. Holy Father, maker of the world, who created man and woman in your own image and willed that their union be crowned with your blessing, we humbly beseech you for these your servants, who are joined today in the Marriage covenant. May your abundant blessing, Lord, come down upon this bride, N., and upon N., her companion for life, and may the power of your Holy Spirit set their hearts aflame from on high, so that, living out together the gift of Matrimony, they may be known for the integrity of their conduct (and be recognized as virtuous parents).

In happiness may they praise you, O Lord, in sorrow may they seek you out; may they have the joy of your presence to assist them in their toil, and know that you are near to comfort them in their need; and after a happy old age, together with the circle of friends that surrounds them, may they come to the Kingdom of Heaven. Through Christ Our Lord.
Assembly: AMEN

Concluding Rite 
Final Blessing Options

Option A (OCM pg. 38)
May God the eternal Father keep you of one heart in love for one another, that the peace of Christ may dwell in you and abide always in your home. R.  AMEN.

May you be blessed in your children, have solace in your friends, and enjoy true peace with everyone.  R. AMEN.
May you be witnesses in the world to God’s charity, so that the afflicted and needy who have known your kindness may one day receive you thankfully into the eternal dwelling of God.  R.  AMEN.
And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  R.  AMEN.
Option B (OCM pg. 141)
May God the all-powerful Father grant you his joy and bless you in your children. R.  AMEN.

May the Only Begotten Son of God stand by you with compassion in good times and in bad.  
R.  AMEN.

May the Holy Spirit of God always pour forth his love into your hearts..  

R.  AMEN.  
And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  R.  AMEN. 
Option C (OCM pg. 141) 
May the Lord Jesus, who graced the marriage at Cana by his presence, bless you and your loved ones.  R.  AMEN.
May he, who loved the Church to the end, unceasingly pour his love into your hearts.  R.  AMEN.

May the Lord grant that, bearing witness to faith in his Resurrection, you may await with joy the blessed hope to come. R.  AMEN.
And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  R. AMEN.
Rite of Marriage Outside of Mass





It is desirable that weddings at St. John LaLande between a Catholic and a non-Catholic be celebrated outside of Mass. Weddings between two Catholics can be celebrated within the Mass.  











� Revision 5-28-2019





PAGE  
17

