
 

 

 

 

Parish Feedback Summary 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
University City, St. Louis County—Planning Area 6 

January 2023 

  



Our Lady of Lourdes Parish  

Section 1. Introduction 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish had a 2022 mass attendance of 587 people. Approximately 165 

people attended the two parish listening sessions. The online feedback survey had 82 

respondents. Other feedback from Planning Area 6 as a whole, including free-form feedback, 

totaled 25 pages, but mostly did not directly regard the situation of Our Lady of Lourdes. 

Planning Area 6 had 4 draft models.  

Models A, B and C showed Our Lady of Lourdes merging with St. Luke, Little Flower and 

Immaculate Conception. 

Model D showed Our Lady of Lourdes merging with All Saints and Christ the King. 

All models showed Our Lady of Lourdes providing pastoral care to the Catholic Student Center 

at Washington University.  

Section 2. Listening Session Summary 
Participants are interested in more discussion on evangelization vision and plans. What are the 

strategies for getting people to return to church and participating in parish? The vast majority 

supported Model Option A. Model Option D was appealing to people from the perspective that it 

created a more diverse parish. There were concerns raised about whether the communities in 

Option D were as compatible as some might think. 

 

The school is viewed as the overwhelming most important consideration for people at the 

listening sessions, including for non-school parents. The participants do not want to see a split 

campus for schooling and are eager to discuss the future of the school.  

 

Given the importance of the school in parish life and vibrancy, people felt it was smarter to 

merge with Little Flower as it is a smaller school that will have to merge with another school at 

some point, while Christ the King, a strong school, and is able to either merge with another 

smaller school or operate as is.  

 

Some wondered why St. Joseph’s in Clayton was not included in any of the models, since it is so 

close to their parish and maintains their PSR program, as well as that of Little Flower and several 

other parishes. 

 

 “One of the attendees was a high school student who shared the experience of the youth 

within the Church. This was a moment of hope and recognized this is part of who we are 

here for.” 

 

 “The long-term lease Lourdes has with St Luke’s is of particular interest as it is used for 

school functions, and school and overall CYC athletics.”  

 

Section 3. Online Survey Qualitative Summary 
The topic that was of most concern and saw the greatest ministry opportunities was in the area of 

youth and young adult formation (19 respondents).  Several stated that retaining sense of parish 
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community was also a major challenge (4 respondents).   Another opportunity includes ministries 

involving social justice (6 respondents) and ministries that welcome a more diverse population 

including the LGBTQ community (4 respondents). 

Some parishioners saw distance (6 respondents) and traffic patterns (3 respondents) as an 

obstacle to a successful merger.  Two respondents cited that considerations should be made to 

make sure that the parishes participating in Holy Cross Academy be merged together to provided 

more continuity there.   Several parishioners stated that they will ultimately attend the church 

where their children attend school.  

 “As a former member of Christ the King and current member of Lourdes who lives on the 

boundary between both of them, there is a lot of existing overlap between the two 

communities.  It is my strong preference that these two merge.  However, I do believe 

there are some significant differences in the cultures of these communities.  But, I see this 

as a positive.  Christ the King offers more diversity and social justice opportunities.  

Lourdes offers a great school community and strong financial support.”-One survey 

respondent 

 “Lourdes has an existing relationship with Christ the King and All Saints (through the 

annual day of service in U City and other programs throughout the year). I think it’s also 

important for the wealthier parish (Lourdes) can better support those in the All Saints and 

Christ the King parishes. Being a united U City parish is very important for driving 

community and exposing those in Lourdes to a broader/more diverse set of Catholics (i.e. 

Lourdes is largely a wealthy white parish). This is the best model.” – One survey 

respondent 

 

Section 4. Free-Form Feedback Summary 
The free-form data from this Planning Area did not directly address the situation of Our Lady of 

Lourdes. However, the Key Parish Leaders: 1) Were divided on the proposal of merging Our 

Lady of Lourdes with Christ the King (3.0), and 2) Expressed apprehension at the size of the 

church building at Our Lady of Lourdes, thinking it too small to be combined (3.6). 
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Section 5. Online Survey Quantitative Summary 

Section 5.1 Model A 
 

In DRAFT Model Option A, what is 
your level of agreement with how 
the parishes are grouped together? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Strongly Agree 16.33% 9 

Agree 28.57% 15 

Neutral 28.57% 13 

Disagree 18.37% 14 

Strongly Disagree 8.16% 9 

 Answered 60 

 Skipped 22 

 

What is strongest about DRAFT MODEL Option A?   

Answer Choices Responses 

Shares resources effectively 39.22% 20 

Builds upon existing relationships among parishes 35.29% 18 
Enables a platform for more robust evangelization or social 
outreach 3.92% 2 

Provides better accessibility to a priest 21.57% 11 

What is most challenging about DRAFT MODEL Option A?  
Answer Choices Responses 

Brings together communities that are too different 11.11% 6 

Requires unrealistic demands on the clergy 3.70% 2 
Creates a lot of difficulty for accessing Eucharist and the 
sacraments 25.93% 14 

Neglects the financial needs of the community 3.70% 2 

Other (please specify) 55.56% 30 

My DRAFT Model Option A feedback is driven primarily by…  
Answer Choices Responses 

Differences/Similarities in parish cultures 22.81% 13 

Differences/Similarities in socio-economic factors 14.04% 8 

Topography between parishes (hills, rivers, bridges) 5.26% 3 

Distance between parishes 26.32% 15 

Size of the potential parish(es) 26.32% 15 

Potential or lack of potential for ministry opportunities 5.26% 3 
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Section 5.2 Model B    
 

 

 

What is strongest about DRAFT MODEL Option B?   

Answer Choices Responses 

Shares resources effectively 38.64% 17 

Builds upon existing relationships among parishes 34.09% 15 
Enables a platform for more robust evangelization or social 
outreach 0.00% 0 

Provides better accessibility to a priest 27.27% 12 

What is most challenging about DRAFT MODEL Option B?  
Answer Choices Responses 

Brings together communities that are too different 15.56% 7 

Requires unrealistic demands on the clergy 13.33% 6 
Creates a lot of difficulty for accessing Eucharist and the 
sacraments 15.56% 7 

Neglects the financial needs of the community 2.22% 1 

Other (please specify) 53.33% 24 

My DRAFT Model Option B feedback is driven primarily by…  
Answer Choices Responses 

None of the above 11.76% 6 

Differences/Similarities in parish cultures 15.69% 8 

Differences/Similarities in socio-economic factors 7.84% 4 

Topography between parishes (hills, rivers, bridges) 7.84% 4 

Distance between parishes 23.53% 12 

Size of the potential parish(es) 29.41% 15 

Potential or lack of potential for ministry opportunities 3.92% 2 

 

  

In DRAFT Model Option B, what is 
your level of agreement with how 
the parishes are grouped together? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Strongly Agree 18.00% 9 

Agree 24.00% 12 

Neutral 24.00% 12 

Disagree 18.00% 9 

Strongly Disagree 16.00% 8 

 Answered 50 

 Skipped 32 
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Section 5.4 Model C 
 

In DRAFT Model Option C, what is 
your level of agreement with how 
the parishes are grouped together? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Strongly Agree 18.00% 9 

Agree 20.00% 10 

Neutral 26.00% 13 

Disagree 22.00% 11 

Strongly Disagree 14.00% 7 

 Answered 50 

 Skipped 32 

 

What is strongest about DRAFT MODEL Option C?   

Answer Choices Responses 

Shares resources effectively 48.89% 22 

Builds upon existing relationships among parishes 22.22% 10 
Enables a platform for more robust evangelization or social 
outreach 2.22% 1 

Provides better accessibility to a priest 26.67% 12 

What is most challenging about DRAFT MODEL Option C?  
Answer Choices Responses 

Brings together communities that are too different 10.87% 5 

Requires unrealistic demands on the clergy 10.87% 5 
Creates a lot of difficulty for accessing Eucharist and the 
sacraments 21.74% 10 

Neglects the financial needs of the community 0.00% 0 

Other (please specify) 56.52% 26 

My DRAFT Model Option C feedback is driven primarily by…  
Answer Choices Responses 

Differences/Similarities in parish cultures 22.45% 11 

Differences/Similarities in socio-economic factors 6.12% 3 

Topography between parishes (hills, rivers, bridges) 6.12% 3 

Distance between parishes 22.45% 11 

Size of the potential parish(es) 38.78% 19 

Potential or lack of potential for ministry opportunities 4.08% 2 
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Section 5.5 Model D 
 

In DRAFT Model Option D, what is 
your level of agreement with how 
the parishes are grouped together? 

Answer Choices Responses 

Strongly Agree 12.28% 7 

Agree 22.81% 13 

Neutral 10.53% 6 

Disagree 29.82% 17 

Strongly Disagree 24.56% 14 

 Answered 57 

 Skipped 25 

 

What is strongest about DRAFT MODEL Option D?   

Answer Choices Responses 

Shares resources effectively 22.00% 11 

Builds upon existing relationships among parishes 46.00% 23 
Enables a platform for more robust evangelization or social 
outreach 14.00% 7 

Provides better accessibility to a priest 18.00% 9 

What is most challenging about DRAFT MODEL Option D?  
Answer Choices Responses 

Brings together communities that are too different 35.19% 19 

Requires unrealistic demands on the clergy 7.41% 4 
Creates a lot of difficulty for accessing Eucharist and the 
sacraments 3.70% 2 

Neglects the financial needs of the community 5.56% 3 

Other (please specify) 48.15% 26 

My DRAFT Model Option D feedback is driven primarily by…  
Answer Choices Responses 

Differences/Similarities in parish cultures 43.64% 24 

Differences/Similarities in socio-economic factors 14.55% 8 

Topography between parishes (hills, rivers, bridges) 1.82% 1 

Distance between parishes 10.91% 6 

Size of the potential parish(es) 25.45% 14 

Potential or lack of potential for ministry opportunities 3.64% 2 
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Section 6 Alternative Models  
 St. Joseph (Clayton) with Model A 

 St. Joseph (Clayton) with Model B 

 Our Lady of Lourdes with Little Flower 

 Immacolata, Little Flower, Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Joseph 

 Our Lady of Lourdes and Christ the King 

 Our Lady of Lourdes west of Lindbergh with St. Monica 

 St. Roch, Lourdes, Christ the King, All Saints 

 Our Lady of Lourdes, Saint Roch, Christ the King, All Saints 

 Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Roch, Christ the King  

 Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Joseph, Little Flower 

 Our Lady of Lourdes, Little Flower 

 Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Joseph, Christ the King 

 Split parish, with the southern portion remaining in Planning Area 6 and the northern 

portion going to Planning Area 7 

 

Section 7. Further questions 
One respondent stated the struggles they have had getting into RCIA.  “As a family who has 

recently joined the Catholic faith from other sects of Christianity, and recently had two young 

children baptized into the Catholic Faith, I believe making sure the schools are desirable, 

inviting, inclusive, and welcoming to new families is a strong way to encourage new parishioner 

participation. The city has a strong advantage in that so many families choose private schools, 

and the Parishes closer to the city especially have a great opportunity to onboard many new 

families and young people if they adopt a welcoming attitude and make it easy and fun for new 

families to learn about the Catholic faith and the advantages of being part of the Catholic 

community. Our children have integrated well and were welcomed with open arms, but it has 

been challenging, awkward, and discouraging to get the RCIA process started as adults.” 

How much can Our Lady of Lourdes be combined with such a small church capacity? 

What does it mean that Our Lady of Lourdes would “administer” the Catholic Student Center, 

and does that impact its ability to be merged? 

 

 


