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A 12-Day Pilgrimage to
FR A NCE 

with Fr. Jamie Weber

October 17-28, 2023    |    $4,350 per person

Register at stcharlespilgrimages.com/eastside-france



 (Revised 2/2023)

TOU R OV ERV IEW
• Round-trip flight from Cincinnati to Paris & Toulouse
• Accommodations at the best 4-star hotels
• Luggage handling (1 piece)
• Full French breakfast each morning
• 6 Dinners (starter, main dish, dessert)
• Private airport transfers in France
• Ground transportation in a deluxe motor coach with A/C

- Stocked with bottled water
•  Admission tickets and private tours through all shrines, monasteries, abbeys, and 

historical sites on our itinerary
• Daily Mass, spiritual activities, and devotions led by Fr. Jamie
• A dedicated pilgrimage director and local guide
• Custom booklet for each pilgrim 

 Not included:
• All Lunches and 4 dinners (Paris and Lourdes)
• Tips to driver and local guide
• Travel insurance (highly encouraged)

DAY-BY-DAY IT I NER A RY
DAY 1: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17 — TRAVEL ACROSS THE ATLANTIC
Depart Cincinnati today on board your overnight transatlantic jet flight to France, 
arriving the following day. Enjoy a full meal service as well as in-flight 
entertainment such as movies, music, etc. 

DAY 2: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18 — ARRIVAL IN PARIS
Upon arrival in Paris, you will be welcomed at the airport exit by your dedicated 
pilgrimage director and local guide. We will board our luxury motorcoach and take a 
panoramic bus tour of Paris, providing a first look over most of the capital’s 
monuments. On the Ile de la Cité, in the historic heart of Paris, is the cathedral 
Notre-Dame de Paris, a jewel of gothic art. The project to build this splendid 
cathedral began in 1160 when the bishop of Paris wanted a new cathedral for his 
diocese dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

After lunch, we will make our way to the basilica of the Sacred Heart of 
Montmartre (Sacre Coeur) which hosts one of the most amazing views over Paris. We 
will celebrate Mass and meet with one of the sisters of the basilica. After checking 
into our hotel, pilgrims are free to explore Paris and have dinner on their own. 
Overnight in Paris. 

DAY 3: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19 — A DAY IN PARIS 
Following breakfast, we will make our way to the chapel of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal, a highly spiritual Parisian place where several authenticated 
apparitions of the Virgin Mary took place in 1830. We will be able to discover the 
life of Saint Catherine Labouré to whom the Virgin Mary appeared. Each pilgrim 
can come to pray in the same spot of the apparitions or in front of the Saint’s 
reliquary. After our time here, we will make our way to the Chapel of Saint Vincent 
de Paul to venerate the relics of this saint and celebrate Mass.  

Following lunch, we will make our way to the breathtaking Sainte-Chapelle 
(Holy Chapel), a real treasure hidden on the island of the Ile de la Cité in the center 
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of Paris. This masterpiece was built by King Louis IX to house the Crown of Thorns. The chapel is an architectural feat with 
nothing to compare it to in the world.  

The rest of the afternoon is scheduled free time to explore the parts of Paris that interest you the most. Enjoy dinner on 
your own. Second overnight in Paris.

DAY 4: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20 — THE BEACHES OF NORMANDY 
After breakfast in Paris, we board our luxury motorcoach and begin our journey to the Normandy Landing Beaches. 

On June 6, 1944 tens of thousands of American, English, Canadian, Scots, and French soldiers landed on the beaches of 
the Normandy coast to free France from the Nazi stronghold. Thousands of young soldiers died that first day in the name of 
liberty, the value that makes the greatness of mankind. The coast of Normandy still has the indelible scars of that event.

We will start with a stop at Benouville’s bridge, most known as Pegasus bridge. We will then go to Arromanches where we 
will see the maritime vestiges of what made the greatest artificial port ever created. All the armored vehicles, trucks, supplies 
and men came into France through this port. After lunch, we will make our way to Omaha beach, the most famous of the 
Normandy landing beaches.

Finally, as a duty to remember and pray, we will go to the American cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer where these young 
soldiers are buried. Transfer to the Mont-Saint-Michel for dinner and overnight.

DAY 5: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21 — MONT-SAINT-MICHEL
Following breakfast, we will spend the whole day exploring the breathtaking site of Le Mont-Saint-Michel. Stroll through this 
charming village with stone houses and narrow streets, built on a rock off the coast of Normandy and surrounded by one of the 
world’s largest bays known for its incoming tide. The village and the bay are listed in UNESCO’s World Heritage sites.  

The visit begins with the bus drop-off in the parking lot situated 2.5 kms from the citadel. A brief walk will take us to the free 
shuttle-bus that takes us within 250 meters of the entrance to the medieval citadel. From there, it is an easy walk through the village 
by the paved main street for about 200 meters. For those willing, from the parish church begins the “Grand Degré,” a 350-step climb 
up to the abbey (there is no elevator). We will celebrate Mass while here and offer some free time to explore the medieval site. Later in 
the afternoon, we will make our way back to the bus and transfer to Tours for dinner (included) and an overnight. 

 
DAY 6: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 — ST. BERNADETTE & NEVERS
After breakfast, we will board our coach and transfer to Nevers. Following lunch, we continue our pilgrimage with a visit 
and Mass at the Sanctuary of Nevers, dedicated to Saint Bernadette of Lourdes. During our time here, we will visit and 
venerate the Saint and her incorrupt body. 

After her life in Lourdes, Bernadette wished to join the congregation of the sisters of charity, their mother house being 
in Nevers (about 600 km from Lourdes). She entered into the community on July 7, 1866 and lived here discretely for 13 
years, far from the demands of the people after the apparitions. Bernadette was often sick and as time passed, she became 
sicker and sicker lending to tremendous suffering, both physical and spiritual. She put all her trust in the Crucified Christ 
and took care to never be either passive or turned in on herself. 

After a day at the sanctuary, we will have dinner (included) and an overnight in Nevers.
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DAY 7: MONDAY, OCTOBER 23 — ST. JOHN VIANNEY & ARS-SUR-FORMANS 
Following breakfast, we board our motorcoach and transfer to Ars-sur-Formans where we will have the blessing of celebrating 
Mass at the Shrine of Saint John Vianney, the saint Curé d’Ars and the patron saint of priests.  

The village of Ars to this day is highly influenced by this saint, he who was proclaimed universal patron saint of all priests 
by the Church in 2010. We will pray at his shrine, venerate his incorrupt body, visit his house, and pray in the company of the 
dynamic religious community. There is also a seminary, one of the most recent and flourishing in France. The sanctuary takes 
special attention of welcoming priests as the Curé d’Ars is their patron. After exploring the Shrine and the village, we will have 
dinner together (included) and an overnight.

DAY 8: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24 — AVIGNON: THE CITY OF THE POPES  
Following breakfast, we will board our motorcoach and transfer to Avignon. After lunch, we will visit the famous papal 
palace, listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage site. Avignon became the seat of the papacy between 1309 and 1423 with the 
popes in Avignon before they returned to Rome. The construction of the palace began in 1335. It is the largest gothic 
construction of the Middle Ages. Six conclaves were held here. The Papacy returned to Rome for political reasons and 
following the improvement of the relations between Catholics and Orthodox. 

Today, the papal palace is open to all. It is also known for its famous festival d’Avignon, one of the most important 
international festivals of contemporary entertainment. We will end the evening with dinner (included) and an overnight. 

 
DAY 9: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 — THE FORTIFIED CITY OF CARCASSONNE
Following breakfast, we will begin our journey to the fortified city of Carcassonne, exceptionally well-preserved and of rare beauty. 
Its visit will give you an idea of what it would have been like to live in the Middle Ages. Situated in the south of France, not far of the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Pyrenees mountains, Carcassonne is known worldwide and is listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage 
site. A nice walk will take you through small paved streets, from the chateau to the ramparts (view from the outside), passing by the 
basilica of Saint-Nazaire and the ancient houses. This rocky peak has been inhabited since the 4th century BCE and the town has 
been protected by ramparts since the 3rd century. This master-piece of military architecture is both remarkable and well-preserved. 
Following a free afternoon, we will board our motorcoach and transfer to Lourdes for dinner (included) and an overnight.

DAY 10: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 — THE SANCTUARY OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
Following breakfast, we begin our pilgrimage at the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes, doorway to the Pyrenees Mountain 
chain. Known throughout the world, it is here that the Virgin Mary appeared to Saint Bernadette as the Immaculate 
Conception. We will walk in the footsteps of Saint Bernadette and visit the places where she lived: the Boly mill where she 
grew up and the cachot where her family had to move later on.

We will participate in a time of prayer at the grotto of the apparitions, walk the way of the cross, go to the baths, see a 
movie about the story of Saint Bernadette, go to confession, and participate in the candle-light procession.

Lourdes is today the third most visited pilgrimage site in the world and the second most visited town in France after Paris. 
The afternoon is scheduled free time to explore the sanctuary, have dinner on your own, and a second overnight in the holy city.

DAY 11: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 — A FREE DAY IN LOURDES
A fully scheduled free day in Lourdes. Breakfast included; lunch and dinner on your own. Final overnight in Lourdes.

DAY 12: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 — THE JOURNEY HOME
After an early breakfast and whole-hearted farewells, you will transfer to the Toulouse airport for return flight(s) home.
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RESERVATIONS, DEPOSITS & FINAL PAYMENT: Res-
ervations may be secured upon payment of a deposit of $500 
per person. No reservation is considered firm until a deposit 
has been received. Your initial deposit payment shall be 
deemed to be an acceptance of all the terms of our General 
Conditions. Space is limited and offered on a first-come basis. 
Final payment is due to St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages 90 
days prior to departure date. 

St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages accepts Visa, Mastercard and 
American Express. The price of the tour already includes a 
built-in discount of 4% for payments made by cash or check. 
There is no discount on credit card sales. Credit cards will only 
be accepted prior to the final payment due date. Credit card 
charges cannot be accepted over the telephone. Tour members 
who want to use a credit card for final payment should contact 
St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages at the time final payment is 
due for further information. 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS: A U.S.A. passport valid for 6 
months after the return date of the trip is required to travel. It 
is the sole responsibility of the traveler to check their passport’s 
expiration date. Non-U.S.A. citizens may require visas in ad-
dition to a valid passport. It is the sole responsibility of non-
U.S.A. citizens (including green card holders) to ensure they 
have the required visas/travel documents for each country to 
be visited on their tour and for re-entry into the U.S.A. Visa 
fees (if any) are not included in the tour price. 

THE TOUR PRICE INCLUDES:

AIR TRAVEL: By any IATA/ARC air carrier or other sched-
uled jet carrier in standard economy class. Flights and air rout-
ings are at the discretion of air carriers and are subject to 
change without notice. Air arrangements are based on non-
refundable bulk group airfares. Cancellations made after air 
tickets have been issued are subject to full cancellation penal-
ties as imposed by the airlines. Per TSA regulations, airline 
tickets must bear your first, middle, and last name as it ap-
pears on your passport and passengers are responsible to bear 
any name-change fees should they not provide St. Charles 
Catholic Pilgrimages with accurate passport information. 

AIRLINE SEATING: St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages con-
tracts non-refundable bulk group airfares in standard econo-
my class. Airlines no longer provide seat assignments for 
groups and St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages does not guaran-
tee specific seat assignments. Seat assignments for groups are 
made at the discretion of the airline and are typically allocated 
by automated airline computer systems in alphabetical order. 
Seat assignments will not be advised until check in at the air-
port. St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages cannot request and 
does not guarantee specific seat assignments.

TAXES/AIRLINE SURCHARGES: U.S. departure taxes, 
overseas airport taxes, overseas local government taxes, airline 
security fees and airline imposed international surcharges are 
included as of August 2022 (taxes/surcharges current estimate 
is $750 per person). Future price increases may be applied due 
to additional costs as imposed by a supplier or governments. 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION: By motorcoach. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: Accommodations based 
on two persons sharing a twin-bedded room with private bath. 
A person taking a single room (subject to availability) must 
pay a supplement of $1000. Single rooms are limited and may 
be small.

MEALS: Breakfast and six dinners included.

SIGHTSEEING: Entrance fees and the services of local Eng-
lish-speaking guides or tour managers are included.

TRANSFERS: Assistance and transfers from airports to ho-
tels and vice versa while in France.

SERVICE CHARGES AND TAXES: Service charges and 
taxes are normally included in bills, government taxes on hotel 
bills in effect on August 2022, taxes on sightseeing and excur-
sion trips are included in the tour price. Recovering VAT taxes 
is the sole responsibility of the passenger/purchaser. Future 
price increases may be applied due to additional costs as im-
posed by supplier or governments.

LAND ONLY/DEVIATIONS: Pilgrims wishing to do their 
own air arrangements or wishing to deviate from the group 
itinerary must advise St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages in writ-
ing no later than 110 days prior to departure. Land-only cost 
is $3,550 (double occupancy)

BAGGAGE: Airlines may now charge baggage fees for 
checked luggage on international/domestic flights based on 
the policy of each carrier. The maximum number of pieces of 
luggage, the weight allowance and baggage dimensions may 
also vary by airline from the USA to overseas destinations 
and beyond. Many carriers require that checked luggage in 
economy class not exceed 50 lbs with a combined length, 
width and height of 62 inches. Regulations vary for business/
first class passengers. Airline policies regarding baggage are 
subject to change at any time without prior notice. It is the 
responsibility of each passenger to check with their airline 
prior to departure for baggage information, regulations and 
compliance. Please refer to your electronic airline ticket re-
ceipt once received with the final tour documents. St. 
Charles Catholic Pilgrimages is not responsible for addition-
al fees imposed by air carriers regarding baggage. St. Charles 
Catholic Pilgrimages accepts no responsibility for loss or 
damage to the tour members’ baggage or personal belongings 
at any time. Baggage insurance is recommended. 

TRAVELERS REQUIRING SPECIAL ASSISTANCE: Dis-
abled travelers requiring special attention or care must advise 
St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages in writing at the time of res-
ervation. A physically able companion must accompany 
any person who needs special assistance. Tour directors, 
guides, drivers or other tour, hotel or ship personnel are not 
able to provide such assistance. St. Charles Catholic Pilgrim-
ages is not responsible for any denial of services to the disabled 
participant by air carriers, cruise ships, hotels, restaurants or 
other independent suppliers. Certain countries/destinations 
involve extensive walking. Be aware that outside the U.S. the 
Americans with Disabilities Act is not applicable and facilities 
for disabled individuals are limited. St. Charles Catholic Pil-
grimages is not responsible for any passenger requiring special 
medical equipment. Pilgrims must be able to walk long dis-
tances, up hills and cobblestone streets.

THE TOUR PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE: Passport fees, 
visa fees (if any), lunches, four dinners, tips to local guide and 
driver, phone calls, valet/laundry service, sightseeing and other 
services not specifically mentioned, excess baggage and all other 
items of a purely personal nature.

COVID-19, CANCELLATIONS, AND RESCHEDULING 
THE PILGRIMAGE DATES: Your $500 deposit is refund-
able only if another pilgrim takes your place. The total fee is 
100% refundable up to 90 days prior to departure. The total 
fee is 50% refundable from 90 days to 30 days prior to depar-
ture. There is no refund for cancelations within 30 days of 
departure. St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages reserves the right 
to cancel your tour reservation and retain your deposit if final 
payment is not received by the due date. Airline tickets are not 
refundable once issued. No refunds will be given for any un-
used services while on tour.

If at 90 days prior to departure, the destination is “closed” or 
under quarantine due to COVID-19, the sponsoring parish will 
make the decision to postpone this pilgrimage to the contin-
gency dates to be determined at a later time. At this time, each 
pilgrim will have the option of either transferring their paid 
deposit towards the new dates OR receiving a refund of $300 of 
the $500 deposit paid. 

St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages strongly recommends travel 
insurance. Insurance for trip cancellation, medical evacuation, 
medical emergencies, baggage, etc. is the sole responsibility of 
the pilgrim. When purchasing travel insurance, MAKE SURE 
it includes cancelations due to COVID 19. NOT ALL INSUR-
ANCE POLICIES OFFER THIS. DOUBLE CHECK.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The airfare used is based on non-re-
fundable bulk group fares in effect on August 1, 2022. Airlines 
reserve the right to increase fares without prior notice. Tour 
members will be required to pay any airfare increases and inter-
national surcharges as imposed by the airlines prior to depar-
ture. Airlines require a minimum of 10 persons departing from 
the same gateway city. 

Land costs are based on estimated 2023 tariffs, overseas gov-
ernment taxes and rates of exchange in effect on August 1, 
2022 and a minimum of 15 or more participants. While we 
have made the best possible estimates of what we expect costs 
to be in 2023, we cannot guarantee actual prices, exchange 
rates and airfares. Any increases in land costs or airfare that 
may occur will be collected from each passenger prior to de-
parture. We reserve the right to increase the cost of the tour 
consistent with normal increases should the group fall below 
15 persons, or in the event of fluctuations in exchange rates. 

All prices are based on rates of exchange listed above and while 
every effort will be made to hold them firm, they are subject to 
change. 

Please note that healthcare/medical costs outside the U.S.A. are not 
covered by Medicare and many private medical insurance plans. 
Please consult with your health insurance supplier to obtain the 
necessary health/medical coverage for overseas travel. 

STATE DEPARTMENT/GOV’T AGENCIES: On occasion, 
a U.S. or foreign government agency, such as the U.S. State 
Department (www.state.gov), Center for Disease Control 
(www.cdc.gov), etc., may issue a travel advisory, warning or 
alert for a destination or surrounding area you may be visiting 
while on tour. St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages encourages 
you to refer to these agencies to obtain the most current and 
up-to-date information. The terms and conditions of your 
tour program, including cancellation policies, cannot be al-
tered based on any occurrence whatsoever and/or any travel 
advisory, warning or alert issued in the U.S. or foreign coun-
tries where your tour is scheduled to visit, including but not 
limited to war/terrorism, disease, or natural disasters. Cancel-
lation penalties remain in full effect and no exceptions can be 
made. (See section on COVID)

RESPONSIBILITY: St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages and their 
agents act only in the capacity of agents in all matters pertaining 
to hotel accommodations, sightseeing tours and transportation, 
whether by railroad, motor bus, motor car, cruise vessel, boat, air 
or any other means. Except for the willful negligence of its direct 
employees, St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages is not liable for any 
damage, loss (including but not limited to personal injury, loss of 
enjoyment, distress, death and property loss), expense or inconve-
nience caused by any act or omission of any supplier providing 
tour services or by any other person or reason whatsoever or by 
any delays or changes in the itinerary, or the acts and omissions of 
the tour leader/host or travel agent. St. Charles Catholic Pilgrim-
ages assumes no liability or responsibility for any injuries, incon-
veniences, illness, irregularity or incidental damages occasioned 
by circumstances beyond the control of the tour operator, or by 
any person or reason whatsoever, including but not limited to 
events such as strikes, revolts, wars, terrorism, disease, natural 
disasters, closures of airports, hotels or included sites, default or 
omission of any common or private carrier. St. Charles Catholic 
Pilgrimages reserves the right to cancel the tour at any time, to 
operate the tour with a substitute tour host/leader at any time, to 
decline or not retain any person as a member of the tour for any 
cause at any time. St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages reserves the 
right to make changes in the published itinerary if needed includ-
ing deleting and adding cities and changing the sequence of the 
itinerary, or whenever in St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages’ sole 
judgment as conditions warrant, or if St. Charles Catholic Pil-
grimages deems it necessary for the comfort, convenience or 
safety of the tour. The airlines concerned are not to be held re-
sponsible for any act, omission or event during the time passen-
gers are not on board their plane or conveyance. The passage 
contract in use by the airlines concerned, when issued, shall con-
stitute the sole contract between the airlines and the purchasers of 
this tour and/or passengers. The services of any IATA/ARC air 
carrier may be used in connection with the tour. Exclusive juris-
diction and venue for any and all disputes arising under, in con-
nection with, or related to these General Conditions or the provi-
sion of services by St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages shall be in the 
state court sitting in Ross County, Ohio, and you expressly agree 
not to challenge the jurisdiction or venue of such court or to assert 
that such court is not a convenient forum. All disputes arising 
under, in connection with, or related to these General Conditions 
or the provision of services by St. Charles Catholic Pilgrimages 
shall be governed by the internal laws of the State of Ohio, with-
out regard to its conflicts of law provisions. Payment of deposits 
by tour participants indicates acceptance of the above terms and 
General Conditions. The venue for any dispute is Ross County, 
Ohio. The laws of the state of Ohio will apply. 

399 Draher Lane
Bainbridge, Ohio 45612

(413) 429-6692 
stcharlespilgrimages@gmail.com
www.stcharlespilgrimages.com
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