
Immaculate Picks Each Other Up Big-Time 
In Roaring To First-Ever ECT Championship 

 
Feb 2nd, 2020 WEST ORANGE- Zakai Zeigler knows that 
while his Immaculate Lions are not particularly deep 
with a usual 6-man rotation, the one trait they all display 
is the willingness to step up for each other depending on 
the situation and who’s hot and who’s not. 

In Saturday’s championship game of the 74th Essex 
County Tournament one of IC’s stars, Amar’e Marshall, 
who averages 16 points per game, was saddled with foul 
trouble – eventually fouling out – and was held scoreless 
for the game’s first three quarters. 

All that meant was his backcourt mates Zeigler and 
fellow junior Jayden Brown had to step up and that’s 
exactly what they did, each scoring 15 points and 
contributing in other ways as well to help lead the Lions 
to their first-ever ECT title with a 63-51 triumph over 
third-seeded Seton Hall Prep before a capacity crowd in 
the Tarnoff Gymnasium at West Orange High School. 
Zeigler, Brown and senior Zion Bethea (game-high 21 
points) provided most of the offense while forwards 
Zayon Marsh and Donta Davis provided their own solid 
floor play as IC (20-6) won its 10th straight game and 
erased any demons that may have existed after two 
straight narrow losses to Newark East Side in both the 
2018 and 2019 ECT title tilts.  

Zeigler provided a big first-half spark with 10 points to 
help IC build a 26-19 lead and Brown scored 12 of his 
points in the second half, including five in the critical 
fourth quarter when the Lions outscored the Pirates, 20-
15, including a late 8-0 run in the game’s final 1:19 to 
put the game away.  

 
“We’re all brothers and we pick each other up,” said 
Zeigler, who is from Queens, N.Y. and transferred in last 
season to the Montclair parochial school. “We all know 
our roles and Jayden was a big help while Zion does 
what Zion does and we were determined to win this 
championship.”  

Bethea, the muscular 6-foot-2 senior headed to Hofstra. 
“Part of basketball is the fact that different people have 
to step up on different days in order to be successful and 

this was a real 
‘team’ victory the 
way everyone made 
a contribution for 
us, even if Amar’e 
wasn’t scoring 
much for us today.”  

Marshall, who did 
have two fourth 
quarter field goals, 
fouled out with 2:15 
remaining and his 
team leading 54-47. 
During a 
subsequent timeout 

the talented 6-2 backcourt performer encouraged his 
teammates to go out and finish the job on a county 
championship win. 



“They all 
took the 
load for 
me out 
there,” 
said 
Marshall. 
“Everyone 
chipped in 
whether it 
was Zion, 
Zakai or 
Jayden 
scoring, or 
Zayon 
(Marsh) 
and Donta 

grabbing a rebound or making a key pass. 

It was a 2-possession game as IC held a 57-51 lead when 
Davis came out of a scramble under the basket and fed 
Zeigler who was fouled and calmly sank two free throws. 

Then, came three straight turnovers induced by the 
Lions quick defense and two baskets by Bethea along 
with one from Brown and the deal was sealed on a 
history-making county championship for IC. 

“This is a blessing, I’m just so happy for the guys on my 
team and our coaches, who have been terrific through 
all we’ve experienced these last three seasons,” said 

“This win feels fantastic and I love the chemistry of the 
team this season!” 

For SHP (16-6), which had its 14-game win streak 
snapped, it was not the team’s best shooting night, 
although the Pirates’ usual top scorers, senior Mike 
Curran (14 points) and junior Giye Jenkins (12 points) did 
lead a second half comeback attempt. 

“We knew that we had to play very well and all six of our 
guys contributed today,” said IC coach Jimmy Salmon. 

“The attitude of this group has been tremendous and 
they’ve really meshed well from Day 1 this season and 
have been particularly good the last couple of weeks.” 

Next up for the Lions is the rigorous Non-Public, North B 
state tournament where the Montclair parochials are 
the seventh seed and will face second-seeded state titan 
the Patrick School in the second round if they advance 
with a win vs. 10th-seeded Sinai Chrisitan on March 3.  

“All I want to think about right now is this big win,” said 
Salmon. “We really wanted to win the Essex County 
Tournament and it’s just a tremendous feeling!” 

GAME NOTES- IC’s Bethea added 12 rebounds, while Zeigler 
had 8 rebounds and 6 assists. Marsh, the underrated 6-7 
center who transferred in this season from St. Thomas 
Aquinas in Edison, contributed 6 points, 6 rebounds and 3 
assists…SHP’s Curran had 8 rebounds and 3 assists while 
Mason Morial had 7 rebounds and 3 assists…Jimmy Salmon’s 
mom, Janie Salmon, who has now attended just two of his 
games in the past 20 years due to the fact she finds the games 
just two nerve-wracking with her son coaching, did come to 
the game on Saturday and may have been an extra good luck 
charm for the Lions…SHP opens up Non-Public, North A state 
tourney action on March 4 hosting Oratory Prep in a first 
round contest with the winner then visiting second-seeded St. 
Peter’s Prep on Friday, March 6..SHP has won a record 17 ECT 
titles and also leads in appearances in the final with 28. 

Essex County Tournament final: 

(3) SETON HALL PREP (16-6)    8     11    17    15   -51 
(1) IMMACULATE (20-6)            14    12    17    20   -63 

Immaculate: Zion Bethea 6-1-6-21, Amar’e Marshall 2-0-0-4, Zayon Marsh 3-0-0-6, Zakai Zeigler 2-2-5-15, 
Jayden Brown 4-2-1-15, Donta Davis 1-0-0-2. Totals: 18-5-12-63 

Follow Steve Tober on Twitter @Chattermeister 


