
 

Week 2: Light the second purple candle. 

This PURPLE candle represents PEACE.  

Father in Heaven, very soon the birth of your Son, 

Jesus will light up the world. May his quiet coming 

bring us true inner peace. Dear God, help us to 

bring peace to those around us. Look after children 

who live with conflict at home, at school and in their 

country. Help us to throw your blanket of peace 

around their shoulders and comfort them with our 

friendship. Amen. 

 

Week 4: Light the third purple candle. The 

third PURPLE candle represents LOVE.  

Father in Heaven, bless our families and bring 

us the spirit of understanding and love. May our 

homes be places of peace and laughter and may 

your love shine from our eyes. In everything we 

do and say, help us to show love to others. Today 

we ask your blessing on our circle of love and 

prayer. Keep us forever safe in the warmth of 

your love. Amen.  

Week 1: Light the first pur-
ple candle. The first PUR-

PLE candle represents HOPE.  

Father in Heaven, we need the warmth of your 
love in our hearts and the light of your Word in 
our minds. Help us to grow in our faith so that 
we will be prepared and filled with hope when 
Jesus comes. In our own little way, help us to bring 
hope to children who are afraid, sad or alone. We ask you 
to bring them hope for tomorrow. Through us, shine 
your light of Hope upon them. Amen  
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Week 3: Light the pink candle. The PINK 
candle represents JOY.  

Father in Heaven, we know that you love all of 
your people. Your love brings the gift of joy to 
our hearts. We think of all the unhappy children 
in the world today. We ask you to bring a little 
joy to their hearts this Christmas and we hope 
that someone can provide for all their needs. 
Thank you for the joy we feel as we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus.  Amen. 

“Advent is a journey towards Bethle-
hem, may we let ourselves be drawn 
by the light of God made man.” - 

 Pope Francis  
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Recently, a representative of the Missionary 

Childhood from the Archdiocese of San Francis-

co, California visited some of Missionary Child-

hood’s projects in his home country of the Phil-

ippines. In Quezon City, he met Zandra, Mercy, 

Beth, and Rachelle who reside at the Saint Vin-

cent de Paul Shelter for Girls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The shelter’s mission is to provide a home-life 

environment for girls between the ages of six 

and twelve. These young girls are all from very 

poor families. Many of them have been neglect-

ed and need help with the very basics of life—a 

safe place to live, good nutrition, and education. 

Right now, the shelter is full—they are caring 

for twelve girls. Although the shelter itself needs 

physical care, all the girls receive love and care 

from the Sisters who run the home. 

Recently, Mission-

ary Childhood 

members donated 

$3,000 to the Sis-

ters to help with 

maintenance at the 

shelter. 

The Sister Handmaids of Charity of Saint Vin-

cent de Paul, also run an elementary school 

where students are members of the Missionary 

Childhood Association.  

Say hello to the first graders of the Giovanni 

Battista Leonardi School  in Quezon City—your 

sisters and brothers in mission! 

In the capital city of Manila, at the Little Mag-

dalene Day Care Center, also known as 

“Happy Land” in the barangay (local district) 

where it is lo-

cated, our team 

member arrived 

just in time to 

see lunch being 

prepared and 

served to the 

happy, well-cared for children at the center.  

The children bring their own empty lunchbox-

es to school—they are filled with bread to take 

home to their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to Google Maps and enter the day-care’s 

address: 105 Capulong Street, Manila. You’ll 

see the street view of the neighborhood where 

these children live. 

Last year, Missionary Childhood members 

around the world sent $36,000 to help children 

receive an education, nutritious meals, and a 

safe place to live in Manila and Quezon City. 

Because of our members’ prayers and sacrific-

es for missionaries, the children also know that 

Missionary Childhood Association ∙504-527-5774 ∙ mcamission@arch-no.org 
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