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These bonds, formed during the 
past 20 years between the people 
of Granada and New Orleans, have 
inspired the foundation of The Ben 
Lockett Lay Missioner Program. The 
program offers a two year opportunity, 
for two lay missionaries  at a time, from 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans, or 
elsewhere, to live, love, laugh, work and 
worship with the people of Granada.  

Ben Lockett Lay
Missioner PrograM

Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, ”Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us? And,
I said “Here am I. Send me!”

— Isaiah 6:8

Encountering Christ
in the People of

Granada, Nicaragua
In 1992 the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans established Christ the 
Healer-Cristo Sana, a Medical Mission 
Program,  to bring medical services to 
the people of the Diocese of Granada, 
Nicaragua. Since then teams of medical 
personnel have made week- long 
visits to Granada several times a year, 
making this ministry an important 
part of their lives.  Permanent clinics 
have also been established to provide 
services year round.

Seminarians from New Orleans 
gain experience of the Church of the 
developing world during immersion 
trips to Granada, through an initiative 
named Acompaño. 

A program of the Pontifical Mission Societies
Archdiocese of New Orleans

Building Bridges with the 
people of Granada, Nicaragua



The lay missioner’s primary connection 
to the diocese of Granada will be through 
the social pastoral committee and the office 
of Caritas under the direction of Bishop 
Jorge Solórzano Pérez. 

These diocesan groups will define the 
scope in which the missioners will function. 

The missioner’s own unique gifts and 
talents will be a primary focus for planning 
their pastoral work in Granada.

These are four main goals of the Ben 
Lockett Lay Missioners program and 
team:

n To support and sustain lay missioners as 
a witness of our call to be active in the 
missionary work of the Catholic church.

n To support and nurture an ongoing 
relationship with the Diocese of Granada 
in its service to the poor, especially 
through Caritas.

n To provide support and assistance to 
the work of Christ The Healer Medical 
services.

n Provide experienced and well formed 
laity to aid the Pontifical Mission 
Societies Office, in its work of education 
and evangelization in the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans. 

Applicant requirements:
n Citizen of the United States 
n Practicing Catholic or an active Christian 

in your church and be able to represent 
the Catholic Church with integrity 

n Good physical and psychological health                                                                                   
n College degree or other qualifying 

experience                                                                            
n Sensitivity and appreciation for people 

regardless of age, sex, race, religion, 
sexual orientation or culture

n Experience and participate in community 
service projects                                                                                            

n Open to learn and occasionally to be 
embarrassed in a new language                                         

n Committed to, and willing to live a 
simple lifestyle                                          

n Have a loving knowledge of herself/
himself, a passion for truth, and a thirst 
for justice

Length of Service:
Two year commitment is required.

Program provides:
Orientation and training in the U.S. and on 
arrival in Granada. 

Travel expenses, room and board, monthly 
stipend, plus health insurance. 

The Lay Missioner is expected to help raise 
some funds to defray their expenses.

To Answer the Spirit’s Call, to Walk with Others, to Share, to Witness, 
to Learn, to Love, to Be Enriched by Their Faith and Culture.


