
December 6

Nicholas
Bishop (d. 350?)

      The absence of the “hard facts” of history is not necessarily an obstacle to the popularity of
saints, as the devotion to St. Nicholas shows.  Both the Eastern and Western Churches honor
him, and it is claimed that, after the Blessed Virgin, he is the saint most pictured by Christian
artists. And yet, historically, we can pinpoint only the fact that Nicholas was the fourth-century
bishop of Myra, a city in Lycia, a province of Asia Minor.

     As with many of the saints, however, we are able to capture the relationship which Nicholas
had with God through the admiration which Christians have had for him - an admiration
expressed in the colorful stories which  have been told and retold through the centuries.

     Perhaps the best-known story about Nicholas concerns his charity toward a poor man who
was unable to provide dowries for his three daughters of marriageable age. Rather than see them
forced to prostitution, Nicholas secretly tossed a bag of gold
through the poor man’s window on three separate occasions, thus
enabling the daughters to be married. Over the centuries, this
particular legend evolved into the custom of gift-giving on the
saint’s feast. In the English-speaking countries, St. Nicholas
became, by a twist of the tongue, Santa Claus - further expanding
the example of generosity portrayed by this holy bishop. In some
countries the tradition developed to “put out a shoe” for St. Nick to
fill with goodies.

Comments:
The critical eye of modern history makes us take a
deeper look at the stories surrounding St. Nicholas. But
perhaps we can utilize the lesson taught by his legendary
charity, look deeper at our approach to material goods in
the Christmas season and seek ways to extend our
sharing with those in real need. Keep in mind that, “ ...
Faith without works is dead.”  (James 2:26)



Those Who Bring Good News.”

(Quiet Music)

Isaiah 52:6-7

“Therefore on that day my people shall know my renown, that it is I who have foretold it. Here I
am! How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
who brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bringing good
news, announcing salvation, and saying to Zion, ‘Your
God is King!’”

Meditation: Shoes

Reflection:
How have I heard the call to bring the Good News ...
To  family?
To  co-workers?
To  community?
To the world?

Song:

I Will Choose Christ
(CD Sounds of Heaven) by Kathy Troccoli

Chorus:
I will choose Christ. I will choose love.  I choose to serve. I give my heart. I give my life. I give
my all to You.

Some days are hard and I fight to see the truth. But I’m gonna take a stand in all I say or do.
(Chorus)

Some fall away and some refuse to see. A willing and humble heart I pray you’ll find in me.
(Chorus)

You are grace. You are peace. You are hope and healing. You are faith. You are joy. You are
God revealing Jesus, my Lord and King.
(Chorus)



Advent Litany for the Church
(Quiet Reflective Music)

Leader:
We have been baptized in to the Catholic Church . Together we reflect upon our experience and
vision of how God’s Spirit is calling us as individuals, as Diocesan leaders and as members of a
universal Church-in-mission.

Response:

We Affirm

1. All those who teach, whatever age they teach ...
All those who study and are nourished by the Word of God.

2. All those who speak out against injustice of any kind ...
All those who lead us in prayer.

3. All those who give advice, counsel or spiritual guidance ...
All those who reflect God’s presence in our world.

4. All those who serve in hidden tasks, behind the scenes ...
         All those who offer leadership in giving time, talent and
treasure.

5. All those who await the coming of Emmanuel ...
All those who incarnate Christ in their daily lives.

(Pause to gratefully recall all these folks.)



Response:

We Proclaim

     Like Jesus who announced the Reign of God through word and action, let us proclaim the
ways we are called to bring the Good News.

1. By giving comfort to the imprisoned ...
By protecting the battered, abused and all victims of violence.

2. By giving shelter to the homeless ...
By feeding the hungry of body, mind and spirit.

3. By working for justice on behalf of the poor and oppressed ...
By caring for the sick and lonely.

4. By nurturing our children, guiding our youth and befriending our elderly ...
By caring for the earth and all creation.

5. By giving alternative gifts that help others ...
By keeping Christ central to our celebration.

(Pause to gratefully recall all these folks)

Leader:
Through the Incarnation everything in creation has been transformed. “The Word was made
flesh, and dwells among us ...” and in us. May we make space in the caves of our hearts to that
divine life this holy season of Advent. We pray that the fire of the Spirit brings the light of Christ
to our families, offices and communities. We pray to be heralds of the Good News, making a
difference in the lives of our sisters and brothers .“to the ends of the earth.” Like St. Nicholas, we
dare to be about “one anothering.”

Closing Song:  Go Light your World


