
Parish ministries contact information  

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: 
Molly Kershaw  
217-725-1389 

mskershaw@gmail.com  

Adult Faith Enrichment:  
Cliff & Carol Shehorn  

217-553-0039 
cliffcarol@yahoo.com 

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight :  
John Ausmus  

jpausmus56@gmail.com 
or 217-415-2109  

Women's Society President: 
Barb Doud  

bdoudlinn@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Coordinators :  
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner 

psr@sjv.dio.org  

Pro-Life Coordinator: 
Valerie Henderson  

tvh@casscomm.com 

Caregivers Ministry:  
Cindy Bahner 217-741-0224  

or  cbee355@aol.com 

Parish Nurse: 
Nancy Barrett 

barrettnancy259@gmail.com  

Prayer Line:   
Terry Willis 725-2005  
or ter2will@aol.com 

Tribunal Advocate:   
Rita Friedewald 

ritafriedewald@yahoo.com 

Youth Group Coordinator:  
Molly Ishmael  

mnh82@hotmail.com 

 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil : 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:30 am 

Weekday Masses 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8:00 am 

Wednesday: 6:00 pm 
December 8 Holy Day Mass 8:00 am 

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Wednesday: 5:15-5:30 pm 
or by appointment 

Catholic Faith Formation (CFF) 
Sunday: 9:30-11 am  

Parish Office 
Location:   902 St. John Drive 

 in the Activity Center 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 229 

 Sherman, IL 62684 

Email: parish@sjv.dio.org 

Phone:  217-523-3816  

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 

 8:30 am—1:30 pm 

http://facebook.com/ 
sjvchurchsherman  

Find us online at https://sjvsherman.org 

Pastor:   
 Fr. Fredrick Chima Mbiere  

 cmbiere@dio.org 

 217-650-9276 

In Residence:  
 Fr. Callistus Chukwudi Onumah 

 conumah@dio.org 

Deacon:  
Andy Krug  

parish@sjv.dio.org  

Office Manager:  
 Cliff Shehorn  

 cshehorn@sjv.dio.org  

Bookkeeper: 
 Lynda Cliburn 

 lcliburn@sjv.dio.org 

Music:   
 Lori Saathoff  

 lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org  

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970, CCD. 

 

John the 
Baptist 
appeared...
saying, 
“Repent, 
for the 
kingdom of 
heaven is 
at hand.” - 
Mt. 3:1a, 2  

http://sjv.dio.org/
mailto:caregivers@siv.dio.org
http://facebook.com/sjvchurchsherman
http://facebook.com/sjvchurchsherman
http://siv.dio.org/


2ND SUN. OF ADVENT YR A, DEC. 4, 2022 (Is. 11:1-10; Ps: 72; Rom. 15:4-9; Mt. 3:1-12) 

Called to prepare the way for the Lord 
Dearest brothers and 
sisters, on this 2nd Sunday 
of Advent, the Church 
through the readings 
especially the Gospel, 
challenges us to prepare a 
royal highway in our hearts 
for Jesus so that we may 
receive Him as our saving 
God during Christmas. She 
reminds us that while we are 
sustained by the great hope 
of the Lord’s coming, we 
have to pay heed to the 
voice of the one crying out in 
the wilderness: “Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his 
path straight.” Actually, all 
the three readings of this 
Sunday anchor on the 
prophecy of Isaiah about the 
Messiah. 

In the first reading, Isaiah prophesied of the Lord’s coming 
in unequivocal terms. The historical setting of this reading 
goes back 700 years BC. It was a time of great distress for 
Israel. The Assyrians had almost annihilated all the area of 
the northern Kingdom of Israel. It was very certain 
Jerusalem would be the next victim of the Assyrian army. 
In spite of all this, we hear in today’s reading a message of 
hope, a promise of great blessings to those who have 
remained faithful to God. A great leader, filled with the 
Spirit of God, would usher in these blessings. And he would 
come from the royal house of David as the prophet 
declared. This promised king shall judge with equity and 
righteousness. He will not only fear God, but shall respect 
his people. What a great hope the prophet brings us this 
season! Isaiah reminds us that the future is bright in Christ 
our Messiah. He promises that he shall be different from 
other kings, and that his reign shall bring us freedom from 
evil and oppression. It shall bring us peace with God, and 
with one another. It shall strengthen our unity in spite of 
our diversities. Our world would be a place where we do 
not have to live in fear of one another, and where the 
strong will no longer oppress the weak, only if Christ is 
welcomed by all. What a message of hope! Actually, Paul 
picks up the same message of hope in the 2nd reading. The 
hope for all nations. Really, it is this same hope that 

sustains us this season. It will keep us 
united in faith, prayer, and love until what 
is written in the scriptures are fulfilled at 
the end of this season. Hence, through 
what has been written in the scriptures, 
Paul exalts us to rejoice and praise God for 
what he is about to do. He concludes with 
the same message from Isaiah: “The root of 
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule 
the nations; in him the nations shall hope.”  

Following from this, John the Baptist’s 
message in the Gospel of today needs to be 
heard by people in today’s culture. His 
message was to repent, that is, to have a 
total change of heart or spiritual 
conversion (metanoia in Greek). It means 
we need to have God first in our lives. This 
message of John on this Sunday 
underscores the importance of this season. 
It is a time of not just for material 
preparation. Rather, it is a time of retreat, 

a time of deep reflection on the mystery that God is about 
to reveal to the world. It is a time of cleaning up and 
leveling the rough edges of our lives with the hope of 
receiving our Lord in a wonderful state of mind and body. 

Dearest friends, let us also be prepared for Christ’s daily 
coming into our lives in the Holy Eucharist, in the Holy Bible 
and in the praying community. How ready are we to meet 
Christ as our Judge both at the end of our lives and at the 
end of the world when he will come with power and great 
glory on the clouds of Heaven as Judge, bringing our waiting 
to its everlasting completion? May God’s grace be sufficient 
for us. Amen.  

ADVENT PROGRAMS: Just to remind us that the Mass for 
the Solemnity of Immaculate Conception will be at 8 am 
here in the Parish. Remember the Mass at SS Peter and 
Paul, Alton, at 5 pm, for the opening of the Diocesan Year of 
the Eucharist. We will have the Advent Penance Service on 
the third Sunday of Advent which is Dec. 11, by 2:30 p.m. 
Everyone will have an opportunity for the individual 
confessions. Some extra priests will be available to hear 
confessions. 

Praying for God’s abundant blessings upon you and yours in 
the week ahead as I wish you a grace-filled Advent! With 
my love and care. 

FR. FREDDIE MBIERE 



St. John Vianney  
WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 
November 26 & 27, 2022  

WeShare, our online 
donation tool, makes 

your giving more  
convenient. Getting  
started is easy. Just 

type in https://
www.wesharegiving. 

org/app/giving/
WeShare-1975  

Sunday Envelopes  $ 3,180.00 

Loose Donations $ 714.55 

WeShare  $ 1,205.00 

Total $ 5,099.55 

Weekly Budget $ 4,788.46 Thank you  
for your generous  

support of our  
parish needs and those 
of the greater Church. 

Building & Maintenance $ 100.00 

Capital Improvements $ 310.00 

Calvary Cemetery $ 50.00 
Please consider 
 remembering  

St. John Vianney  
Parish in your will 

All Saints $ 5.00 

Christmas Flowers $ 220.00 

Looking for singers  
and instrumentalists 
for 5 pm Christmas 
Eve Mass  
Rehearsals for singers (3rd grade and up) will be 10:45-11:15 
am on Sundays, December 4, 11, and 18. Students will walk 
over to church from CFF at 10:45 am. Parents can pick up 
students at the church at 11:15 am. Instrumentalists may pick 
up music after Masses on December 3 and 4. Instrumental 
rehearsals will be with singers at 10:45-11:15 am Sunday, 
December 18; and 6-7:30 pm on Monday, December 19. A form 
has been sent to CFF families in an email. Please contact Lori 
with any questions (217) 553-0216 or lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org. 

St. John Vianney  
WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 
November 19 & 20, 2022  

Sunday Envelopes  $ 1,980.00 

Loose Donations $ 1,160.00 

WeShare  $ 625.00 

Total $ 3,765.00 

Weekly Budget $ 4,788.46 

Building & Maintenance $ 50.00 

Capital Improvements $ 25.00 

Campaign for Justice $ 693.00 

Christmas Flowers $ 71.00 

 $  

Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious—
December 11. Many religious communities are struggling to 
provide for aging members. Your gift to this collection will 
help provide medications, nursing care, and more, for senior 
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who served for 
years in Catholic schools, hospitals, and parishes—often for 
little to no pay. 

Sunday Dec 
11th, we will be 
making 
Christmas 
ornaments and 
nativity sets. 

On December 8th, the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception, we will enter into our Diocesan Year of the 
Eucharist. This Eucharistic revival is a national 
and diocesan movement to invite Catholics 
into a deeper understanding and devotion of 
the Holy Eucharist.  

This movement of Catholics is about healing, 
conversion, formation, and becoming a unified 
Body of Christ by focusing on encountering 
the real Body of Christ, present to us in the 
Eucharist. It’s about helping people grow in 
understanding and devotion to the source and 
summit of our faith, the Holy Eucharist!  

Unfortunately, many Catholics either do not 
believe or simply do not know that Jesus is 
truly present in the Holy Eucharist. A recent Pew Study 
revealed that 70% of Catholics polled fall into this category. It 
will take each of us to grow deeper in our faith, knowledge, 
and devotion of the Eucharist to convert souls and help our 
brothers and sisters encounter Christ through the Eucharist.  

We are encouraged to participate in Eucharistic events and to 
open our hearts and souls to a greater devotion to Christ 
present to us in the Holy Eucharist.  

The Women’s Society hope to 
see all of you at the December 
10th cookie walk. We also invite 
you to pick up your Little Blue 
Advent Books that are available 
in the back of the church. We 
are sure you will enjoy following 
along during your Advent 
journey. Some of the money 
earned from the cookie walk is 
used to purchase these books.   

BLOOD PRESSURE 
SCREENINGS will 
take place after 
Mass December 3 
and 4 in the 
Adoration Chapel. 

Audrey Fox 
is pictured 
with her 
family and 
Fr. Freddie 
following 
her first 
experience 
as an altar 
server at 
Mass on 
November 
19. 

Drop off cookies, 
breads, and candies for 
the Cookie Walk in the 
Activity Center: 
 9 am to noon, 

Wednesday, Dec. 7 
 8 am to 8 pm, 

Thursday and 
Friday, Dec. 8 and 9 

 before 8 am, 
Saturday, Dec. 10  

Bring cut-out cookies to 
be decorated on 
Wednesday or Thursday 
at the indicated times. 



 

Saturday, Dec. 3 

Vigil Mass 

St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

Nancy Saathoff † 

Sunday, Dec. 4 

2nd Sunday of Advent  

St. John Damascene, Priest 
and Doctor of the Church  

For the People 
(Pro Populo) 

Monday, Dec. 5 Mary Ann Johnson † 

Tuesday, Dec. 6 
St. Nicholas, Bishop  

Glenn Allison † 

Wednesday, Dec. 7 
St. Ambrose, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church  

Anna Eleyidath † 

Thursday, Dec. 8 
The Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary  

Marie Davis † 

Friday, Dec. 9 
St. Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin  

David Allen Johnson † 

Saturday, Dec. 10 

Vigil Mass 

Our Lady of Loreto   

Loretta D’Hooge † 

Sunday, Dec. 11 

3rd Sunday of Advent  

St. Damasus I, Pope  

For the People 
(Pro Populo) 

Mass 
I N T E N T I O N S   THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 5:00 pm December 3 December 10 

Lector Amy Schutzbach Carol Shehorn 

Eucharistic Minister Deacon Andy Krug Barbara Doud 

Server  Will Brumleve 

Sacristan Deacon Andy Krug Cliff Shehorn 

Sunday 8:30 am December 4 December 11 

Lector Stacie Henderson LaDonna Rowden 

Eucharistic Minister Deacon Andy Krug Stacie Henderson 

Server Youth Group HS Gage Ready 

Sacristan Deacon Andy Krug David Sweeney 

The Gospel  
for All Ages 

B E  A  P A R T  O F  

B U I L D I N G  

T H E  S T .  J O H N  

V I A N N E Y  

F A M I L Y  

ALL ARE INVITED 
Sundays after the 8:30 am Mass  

Coffee  ●  Conversation  ●  Community 

Every Wednesday 

† 7 am to 6 pm † 

Rosary at 5:30 pm 

Mass at 6 pm 

6:45 pm  

in the Activity Center 

Wednesday, Dec. 7 

FAITH 
Adult 

ENRICHMENT 

The Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 8 
MASS AT 8 AM 

This holy day of obligation is the patronal 
feast day of the United States.   

There is also a Taizé prayer service  
at St. Cabrini that day at 6 pm. 

Christmas Masses  
Christmas Eve, December 24, 5 pm  

Midnight  Mass 

Christmas Day, December 25, 8:30 am  

Sunday, December 11  
2:30 pm. 

Three priests will be available 
for individual confessions. 

 

St. John Vianney has a FORMED subscription! 

Visit formed.org/signup and type in 62684 



I’ve got some great news for some of you: Jesus Christ 
doesn’t care what name you bear. He doesn’t care 
where you were born, and he doesn’t care what your 
family tree looks like. He doesn’t care where you grew 
up or where you went to school. 

I’ve also got some bad news for some of you: See 
above. 

It’s so easy to take our salvation for granted. The 
mercy of God makes it so. Look at John the Baptist — 
he was pouring water on everybody who wanted it. 
Everybody but one group: those who expected it. 
Those who thought it was a given because of who they 
were, because of what they were. Those who had no 
intention of doing the work of repentance.  

Sometimes, because God is so faithful, we make the 
mistake of forgetting that He is also just.  

I am baptized, we think. I made my First Communion, 
and I was Confirmed. That’s enough. 

I went to Catholic school. I know all the Ten 
Commandments and I can tell you anything you want 
to know about the Popes. That’s enough. 

I’m on parish council. I put money in the basket, and I 
volunteer. That’s enough. 

None of it is enough. It would never be enough. And 
before we look upon the Pharisees and Sadducees with 
too much judgment, we need to remember: the work 
of repentance is ongoing. It is a process that we must 
commit to within ourselves, continuously.  

God is the missing element to this equation. He is the 
one who raises children to Abraham from the stones. If 
we rely only on our own abilities, our own merits, our 
own offerings, it will never be enough. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      ©LPi 

How much is enough? 

 

The Fox family lit the Advent Candle for the First Sunday of Advent. 
Deacon Andy is pictured sprinkling holy water during the anointing 
of the sick at Masses the weekend of Nov. 26 and 27. 


