
Parish ministries contact information  

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: 
Molly Kershaw  
217-725-1389 

mskershaw@gmail.com  

Adult Faith Enrichment:  
Cliff & Carol Shehorn  

217-553-0039 
cliffcarol@yahoo.com 

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight :  
John Ausmus  

jpausmus56@gmail.com 
or 217-415-2109  

Women's Society President: 
Barb Doud  

bdoudlinn@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Coordinators :  
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner 

psr@sjv.dio.org  

Pro-Life Coordinator: 
Valerie Henderson  

tvh@casscomm.com 

Caregivers Ministry:  
Cindy Bahner 217-741-0224  

or  cbee355@aol.com 

Parish Nurse: 
Nancy Barrett 

barrettnancy259@gmail.com  

Prayer Line:   
Terry Willis 725-2005  
or ter2will@aol.com 

Tribunal Advocate:   
Rita Friedewald 

ritafriedewald@yahoo.com 

Youth Group Coordinator:  
Molly Ishmael  

mnh82@hotmail.com 

 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil : 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:30 am 

Weekday Masses 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8:00 am 

Wednesday: 6:00 pm 
Holy Day Masses as announced 

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Wednesday: 5:15-5:30 pm 
or by appointment 

Catholic Faith Formation (CFF) 
Sunday: 9:30-11 am  

Parish Office 
Location:   902 St. John Drive 

 in the Activity Center 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 229 

 Sherman, IL 62684 

Email: parish@sjv.dio.org 

Phone:  217-523-3816  

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 

 8:30 am—1:30 pm 

http://facebook.com/ 
sjvchurchsherman  

Find us online at https://sjvsherman.org 

Pastor:   
 Fr. Fredrick Chima Mbiere  

 cmbiere@dio.org 

 217-650-9276 

In Residence:  
 Fr. Callistus Chukwudi Onumah 

 conumah@dio.org 

Deacon:  
Andy Krug  

parish@sjv.dio.org  

Office Manager:  
 Cliff Shehorn  

 cshehorn@sjv.dio.org  

Bookkeeper: 
 Lynda Cliburn 

 lcliburn@sjv.dio.org 

Music:   
 Lori Saathoff  

 lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org  

“This is the 
one about 
whom it is 
written: 
Behold, I am 
sending my 
messenger 
ahead of 
you, he will 
prepare your 
way before 
you.” - Mt. 
11:10 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970, CCD. 

http://sjv.dio.org/
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3RD SUN. OF ADVENT YR A, DEC. 11, 2022 (Is. 35:1-6a; Ps: 146; Jas. 5:7-10; Mt. 11:2-11) 

Joy! Joy! Joy! Be enveloped in the joys of the Lord 
Dearest brothers and sisters, on this 
3rd Sunday of Advent, the mother 
Church invites us to ‘Rejoice’ at this 
point in time as we anticipate and 
prepare the Lord’s Nativity and His 
second coming in power and majesty. 
This is basically the penultimate Sunday 
to Christmas, this year. Hence, it is 
‘Gaudete Sunday.’ ‘Gaudete’ is a Latin 
word meaning – ‘Rejoice.’ The introit of 
today bears eloquent testimony to that 
– ‘Rejoice in the Lord always…’ (Phil 
4:4).  

We remember that in the 1st week of 
Advent we prayed for the restoration of 
hope. In the 2nd week we prayed for 
the restoration of peace. In this 3rd 
week we are praying for the restoration 
of joy. On a day like today, joy should be 
written all over our faces. Homes, shops 
and our streets are now wearing the 
mood of anticipation. Every family is 
eager to catch up with relations at this 
holy season. The liturgy of the Word 
today points to the joyous anticipation 
of the Lord’s coming. Today has its 
special significance in the holy season of 
Advent. Rose vestment instead of violet 
is worn today. Equally, the rose or the 

pink candle in the 
Advent Wreath is 
lit which 
symbolizes joy 
and that the 
coming of the 
Lord is near. 
Indeed, the Lord is 
always near for us 
too, and it’s not 
just because 
Christmas is only 
two weeks away. 
Each time we 
pray, each time 
we come to Mass, 
each time we 
perform a kind act for someone, the 
Lord is near. The Church is reminding 
us today of all this.  

The first reading brings out clearly this 
theme of today’s celebration. The 
desert and the parched land will exult; 
the steppe will rejoice. When there is 
no joy, life is like desert; life is like 
parched land; life is like steppe (barren 
land). In the Gospel John might have 
expected Jesus to bring him out of the 

The Matt Noonan IV family (above left) lit the candle for the Second Week of Advent at Mass on 
December 3. Gage Reedy and his sister lit the Advent Candle at Mass on Dec. 4 as the youth group 
performed the various roles at the Mass. 

prison, and so, sent his 
disciple to Jesus when that 
did not happen. Like John 
the Baptist, in our 
difficulties we doubt, we 
are disappointed, we look 
for answers. Jesus tells us 
in the Gospel not to doubt 
but to trust God and abide 
in him. He says, I am the 
one who make the blind 
regain their sight. I make 
the lame walk again. I heal 
the lepers. I make the deaf 
hear. I raise the dead. I 
bring good tidings to the 
poor. He adds, “Blessed is 

the one who does not lose faith in me.” 
The second reading says, you must be 
patient, make your hearts firm, do not 
complain. As we wait patiently for his 
coming, the Prophet Isaiah tells us again: 
those whom the Lord has ransomed will 
return and enter Zion singing, crowned 
with everlasting joy, they will meet with 
joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning 
will flee. There are people who have 
little or no joy in their life. We pray for 
such people today as we light the candle 
of joy. May God restore their joy again. 
Today is as well a special day to us in our 
parish, as we approach God to 
experience anew, the joy of forgiveness 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Let 
the joy of the Lord be your strength! 
Amen. 

Good wishes: Are you still reading your 
blue booklet and other reflections for 
the Advent and Christmas? Get ready for 
the Christmas activities on the 24th, and 
of course, Christmas Day? Come with 
your families and friends! It will be great. 
Best wishes to you all as we wrap up our 
Advent and ride on to the Christmas joy!   

Praying for God’s abiding Grace and 
Mercy upon you and yours in the week 
ahead! With my love and care. 

FR. FREDDIE MBIERE 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



St. John Vianney  
WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 

December 3 & 4, 2022  

WeShare, our online 
donation tool, makes 

your giving more  
convenient. Getting  
started is easy. Just 

type in https://
www.wesharegiving. 

org/app/giving/
WeShare-1975  

Sunday Envelopes  $ 4,235.00 

Loose Donations $ 1,205.00 

WeShare  $ 1610.00 

Total $ 7,050.00 

Weekly Budget $ 4,788.46 
Thank you  

for your generous  
support of our  

parish needs and those 
of the greater Church. 

Capital Improvements $ 205.00 

Building & Maintenance $ 125.00 

Religious Retirement $ 10.00 

Christmas Flowers $ 160.00 

Please consider 
 remembering  

St. John Vianney  
Parish in your will 

Christmas Offering $ 50.00 

Catholic Times $ 15.00 

Immaculate Conception $ 25.00 

Music rehearsals 
for 5 pm Christmas 
Eve Mass  
Rehearsals for singers (3rd grade and up) will be 10:45-11:15 
am on Sundays, December 11 and 18. Students will walk over 
to church from CFF at 10:45 am. Parents can pick up students 
at the church at 11:15 am. Instrumental rehearsals will be with 
singers at 10:45-11:15 am Sunday, December 18; and 6-7:30 
pm on Monday, December 19. Please contact Lori with any 
questions (217) 553-0216 or lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org. 

Faith ALIVE!  
We are all on a mission.  Do you know what it is? Have you 
planned the goals and oriented your life to achieve it?  

Pope Paul VI famously said, “the Church exists to 
evangelize”—that is, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and make disciples. Before we can evangelize others, we 
sometimes need to evangelize ourselves. 

Is your faith alive?  
Would you like your faith to grow stronger?   
Do you want to know more about your faith?  
Do you want your faith to truly reflect the Gospel message?  

Then consider coming to St. John Vianney’s Faith ALIVE! 
weekend experience on Saturday and Sunday, Feb 18 and 19, 
2023. The Saturday session will be from 8 am until 
approximately 9 pm. Sunday will be from 8 am until 
approximately 4 pm. Your $35.00 sign-up fee includes 5 meals 
and all materials. Watch for more information coming soon! 

Sunday Dec 11th, we will be making 
Christmas ornaments and nativity sets. 

Previously I’ve discussed cancer screening. While highlighting 
their importance, screening can involve risk. I don’t want fear 
to guide your decisions, but rather I want to provide 
information to guide your discussions with your healthcare 
provider. The majority of screenings are ordered by your 
primary care physician, nurse practitioner, or physician’s 
assistant. If you have an annual physical or wellness exam, 
these screenings are usually addressed during that visit. 
Screenings are not usually a “one and done” type of thing. 
Instead, they are done on a consistent, scheduled basis based 
on current guidelines from the National Cancer Institute or 
medical specialty professional groups. Recommendations are 
affected by personal or family history in certain types of 
cancers. 

Colon cancer screening is recommended for men and women 
starting at age 45. This can include lab tests and/or procedures 
performed by a specialist. 

MORE ABOUT CANCER SCREENING 

Nancy Barrett 

From the SJV Parish Nurse 

Lung cancer screening is recommended for men and 
women age 50-80 who are current or former cigarette 
smokers (based on number of cigarettes smoked and 
length of time smoked). This involves a low dose CT of the 
chest to identify any lung nodules. Frequency of screening 
is based on results and the radiologist’s 
recommendations. Skin cancer screenings should be done 
by your primary care doctor once a year, but you can also 
do a self-check on a regular basis. If you have any 
concerning mole, always have it looked at. For some 
people, screening should be done by a dermatologist.   

If you usually only see your healthcare provider when 
you’re having a problem or illness, you may be missing 
out on some important preventative steps. Even having a 
physical/wellness visit every few years is better than none 
at all. 

Heal me Lord, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved, for 
you are the one I praise.—Jeremiah 17: 14 

Bulletin Correction: Last week’s picture of Deacon Andy 
sprinkling water on parishioners was mislabeled as part of the 
anointing of the sick, but was actually for those with November 
birthdays. Anointing of the sick is a Sacrament and as such is 
reserved for the priests. A sacrament is an outward sign 
established by Jesus Christ to confer inward grace. In more 
basic terms, it is a rite that is performed to convey God’s grace 
to the recipient, through the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
anointing of the sick conveys several graces and imparts gifts of 
strengthening in the Holy Spirit against anxiety, 
discouragement, and temptation, and conveys peace and 
fortitude (CCC 1520). These graces flow from the atoning death 
of Jesus Christ, for “this was to fulfill what was spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah, ‘He took our infirmities and bore our 
diseases’” (Matt. 8:17). 



 

Saturday, Dec. 10 

Vigil Mass 

Our Lady of Loreto   

Loretta D’Hooge † 

Sunday, Dec. 11 

3rd Sunday of Advent  

St. Damasus I, Pope  

For the People 
(Pro Populo) 

Monday, Dec. 12 
Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Bill Collins †  

Tuesday, Dec. 13 
St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr  

Bill Camille † 

Wednesday, Dec. 14 
St. John of the Cross, Priest 
and Doctor of the Church  

Anna Eleyidath † 

Thursday, Dec. 15 Zan & Shirlee 

Friday, Dec. 16 Maria Laird † 

Saturday, Dec. 17 

Vigil Mass 
Rosemary Schildgen † 

Sunday, Dec. 18 

4th Sunday of Advent  

For the People 
(Pro Populo) 

Mass 
I N T E N T I O N S   THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 5:00 pm December 10 December 17 

Lector Carol Shehorn John Ausmus 

Eucharistic Minister Barbara Doud Deacon Andy 

Server Will Brumleve  

Sacristan Cliff Shehorn Deacon Andy 

Sunday 8:30 am December 11 December 18 

Lector LaDonna Rowden LaDonna Rowden 

Eucharistic Minister Stacie Henderson Deacon Andy 

Server Gage Ready Austin Grebner 
Ethan Grebner 

Sacristan David Sweeney Deacon Andy 

The Gospel  
for All Ages 

B E  A  P A R T  O F  

B U I L D I N G  

T H E  S T .  J O H N  

V I A N N E Y  

F A M I L Y  

ALL ARE INVITED 
Sundays after the 8:30 am Mass  

Coffee  ●  Conversation  ●  Community 

Every Wednesday 

† 7 am to 6 pm † 

Rosary at 5:30 pm 

Mass at 6 pm 

6:45 pm  

in the Activity Center 

Wednesday, Dec. 14 

FAITH 
Adult 

ENRICHMENT 

Christmas Masses  
Christmas Eve, December 24, 5 pm  

Midnight  Mass 

Christmas Day, December 25, 8:30 am  

 

St. John Vianney has a FORMED subscription! 

Visit formed.org/signup and type in 62684 

2:30 pm Sunday, December 11  
Three priests will be available for 

individual confessions 
St. John Vianney Church 

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation To report 

allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by clergy, even if it is in the 

past, individuals are encouraged to call 217-321-1155. 

Individuals may also contact the Illinois Department of Children 

and Family Services Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-25-ABUSE, 

or contact your local police authority. 



We can often feel parched, desolate, lifeless, and dark. Even 

though we still engage in the business and demands of life, we 

find ourselves somewhat detached, disengaged, and removed. 

We lack joy, wonder, awe, and zest. Rather than being an 

experience of freedom and excitement, life holds us captive. We 

are tethered to systems, agendas, protocols, regulations, and 

expectations that go against the grain of what it means to be 

God’s child. We find ourselves in a desert. Jesus came to release 

us from all of this negativity and desolation. John the Baptist 

announced the arrival of the One who embodies healing, 

reconciliation, freedom, and life. Stop complaining about what 

you don’t have. Prepare for the arrival of the remedy to life’s 

despair. Be strong, fear not! Christ will save us from life’s 

distortions, illusions, and disappointments. Be patient. With 

proper time and care, all will be well   ©LPi 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

I don’t have anything left to give. 

You can’t pour from an empty cup. 

All I do is give. Who is giving to me? 

Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run 
through your head. I’m sure they occur to all of us 
from time to time. We can become so easily depleted 
by the fast pace of life and whatever vocation God has 
called us to, whether that’s parenthood, a demanding 
professional career or the caretaking of friends and 
family (or as so often happens, a hybrid of all three). 
Many of us also undergo certain seasons — seasons of 
the year, but also seasons of life — that seem to sap us 
of energy and leave us totally empty.  

In these times, it seems impossible to continue in the 
spirituality of Everyday Stewardship. Graciousness, 
mindfulness, prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability — 
maintaining some semblance of these characteristics in 
our daily life feels not only overly optimistic, but totally 
impossible. 

The Church gives us certain liturgical seasons that are 
meant to fill us up, almost like spiritual pit stops. 
Advent is one such season, and the Scriptural passages 
we reflect on at Mass during these four weeks are 
filled with images of nature defied. We see the dry 
steppe blooming. We see the weak made firm. We see 
the frightened made strong. We see the lame walk. We 
see the Virgin give birth. 

If you think you don’t have anything left to give this 
Advent, think again. This is the season of miracles 
when what we thought was depleted brings new life.  

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      ©LPi 

The season that gives back Strengthening Faith 
Our prayer group is discussing ways we can change and strengthen 
our faith. What one thing could we change that would have the 
greatest impact on our faith?  

A famous coach once said that when the team is in trouble and 
things aren’t going well, go back to the basics; when the team is 
winning and things are going well, go back to the basics! Any re-
newal program, faith development, or spiritual growth effort has to 
start with the basic core of what it means to believe. If the founda-
tion is not strong, the house will not stand. So if you work on one 
thing, begin with the idea that God is love, who loves us and calls us 
to love one another. If we really take that belief to heart, it changes 
how we see God, ourselves, and one another. It would change how 
we pray, how we treat others, and how we understand and live our 
own life. Our sense of mission and purpose will be more focused on 
God’s plan and our role in it. Love is the core of faith, the goal of 
life, and the hope of heaven. Whatever we do to strengthen and 
deepen our faith will begin and end with love.                            ©LPi 

The God in whom we believe is “the God of endurance and 

encouragement.” Have you ever thought about God in those 

terms? Our sight can become limited by the concerns of the world 

and our individual lives. We can look to the past and see what is 

happening in the present, but the future is primarily left to our 

imaginations. God has a clear vision for the future. It is one where 

the “wolf shall be a guest of the lamb and the leopard shall lie 

down with the kid.” It is a vision of harmony and gentleness 

where all will live as one. We can see the complete picture of life 

in God. We see what we may be, what may come, and who we 

can become. Preparing the way for the Lord means moving 

beyond the limitations of ideology, time, space, preference, and 

self-focused concern so that we can see as God sees. God will give 

us what we need to endure whatever comes, and the 

encouragement we need to get where we can be.     ©LPi 


