
Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil : 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:30 am 

Weekday Masses 

Mon, Thu, Fri: 8:00 am 
Wednesday: 6:00 pm 

Tues: 5:30 pm Communion Service  

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Wednesday 5:15-5:30 pm 
or by appointment  

 
 

Parish ministries contact information  

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: 
Molly Kershaw  
217-725-1389 

mskershaw@gmail.com  

Women's Society President: 
Barb Doud  

bdoudlinn@yahoo.com 

Adult Faith Enrichment:  
Cliff & Carol Shehorn  

217-553-0039 
cliffcarol@yahoo.com 

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight :  
John Ausmus  

jpausmus56@gmail.com 
217-415-2109  

Parish Nurse: 
Nancy Barrett 

barrettnancy259@gmail.com  

Youth Group Coordinator:  
Molly Ishmael  

mnh82@hotmail.com 

Faith Formation Coordinators :  
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner 

psr@sjv.dio.org  

Pro-Life Coordinator: 
Valerie Henderson  

tvh@casscomm.com 

Caregivers Ministry:  
Cindy Bahner 217-741-0224  

cbee355@aol.com 

Prayer Line:   
Terry Willis 725-2005  

ter2will@aol.com 

Tribunal Advocate:   
Rita Friedewald 

ritafriedewald@yahoo.com 

http://facebook.com/ 
sjvchurchsherman  

Find us online at 
https://

sjvsherman.org 

Parish Office 

Location .............. 902 St. John Drive 

 ............................. in the Activity Center 

Mailing Address . P.O. Box 229 

 ............................. Sherman, IL 62684 

Email ................... parish@sjv.dio.org 

Phone .................. 217-523-3816  

Office Hours ......... Monday-Friday 

 ...............................8:30 am—1:30 pm 

Pastor: ................. Fr. Fredrick Chima Mbiere 
 cmbiere@dio.org             

 217-650-9276 

Deacon: ............... Andy Krug   

 parish@sjv.dio.org  

Office Manager: .. Cliff Shehorn  

 cshehorn@sjv.dio.org  

Bookkeeper: ....... Lynda Cliburn 

 lcliburn@sjv.dio.org 

Then the 

devil took 

Jesus up to a 

very high 

mountain, 

and showed 

him all the 

kingdoms of 

the world in 

their 

magnificence, 

and he said 

to him, “All 

these I shall 

give to you, if 

you will 

prostrate 

yourself and 

worship me.” 

- Mt. 4:8-9 

FIRST SUNDAY OF  

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970, CCD.; Photo by Lynda Cliburn 
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From the Pastor 

Beloved brothers and sisters, we celebrate today the first 
Sunday of Lent Year A. Lent, a forty-day journey which 
according to Pope Francis, is a new beginning, a path leading 
to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over death. The 
Church therefore, invites us this day to celebrate Jesus Christ 
the second Adam, who by the power of the Holy Spirit 
overcame temptation and sin which Adam and Eve couldn’t 
overcome. He came to right the wrong of the “first Adam,” 
and so, where Adam fell, Jesus stands firm. Through his 
obedience to the Father’s will, Christ restored the world. 
Indeed, this season calls for great discipline, courage, 
vigilance, and a strong faith in God. In the second reading, 
Paul traces the origin of sin to Adam. He highlighted the 
consequence of sin: “…Death spread through the human race 
because everyone has sinned.” This means that sin disrupts 
life and leads to death. It brings fear, hopelessness and 
shame. However, he added, that we are not hopeless 
because: “The Divine Grace that flows from Christ” saves and 
acquits us. If we abide in him, we will find the strength and 
grace to overcome temptation and sin. It is a season of Grace. 
Like Adam and Eve in the 1st reading, we are constantly 
drawn to the forbidden fruit. Every day we are faced with 
choices: to do good or to do evil. It is clear that we have in us 
a strain of self-centeredness and shortsightedness that causes 
us to make the wrong choice. Of course, we must remember 
that it was not even easy for Jesus as we read in the Gospel. In 
the desert, he was faced with the same choice that Adam and 
Eve faced: to do his own will or to do the will of God. Unlike 
Adam and Eve, he chose to do God’s will rather that his own. 
He actually triumphed over Satan through prayer, fasting and 
obedience to the word of God. We have the freedom to 
choose to follow after the footsteps of Christ in praying, 
fasting and obedience to God’s word if we will conquer Satan 

1st Sunday of Lent YR A, Feb. 26, 2023 (Gen.2:7-9, 3:1-7; Ps: 51; Rm. 4:12-19; Mat. 4:1-11)  

Following after the example of Christ: the second Adam 

especially in this Lent. We must be aware that every choice in 
life must be remade perhaps many times. However, every 
right choice makes the next right choice easier. If we do the 
right thing often enough, eventually it becomes our second 
nature.  

Dearest friends, today’s readings are a fitting introduction to 
Lent. They underscore what Lent is all about. It is revealing 
Jesus’ desert experience against the devil. It is celebrating his 
victory over the devil. And insofar as we unite ourselves to 
Jesus in his battle against the devil, to that extent we will 
share in his victory also. May our Lenten observance draw us 
closer to God and benefit our brothers and sisters. Amen. 

I wish you and yours a grace-filled Lent. May God’s blessings 
be equally upon you all in the week ahead! 

FR. FREDDIE MBIERE  

“If we abide 

in Him, we will 

find the  

strength and 

grace to 

overcome 

temptation and 

sin. It is a season 

of Grace.” 

St. Katharine Drexel | March 3 

With a family like hers, it’s no wonder that St. Katharine Drexel 
(November 26, 1858 – March 3, 1955) grew up to become one of 
the first American-born saints. 

Born in Philadelphia in 1858, her mother passed away when she 
was only five weeks old. Her father, a renowned banker, remarried 
a wonderful woman, and together they raised St. Katherine Drexel 
and her two sisters in a life of privilege. Both financially and 
spiritually well-endowed, the Drexels were devout Catholics and 
set an excellent example of true Christian servitude with prayer 
and care for the poor. 

After her father’s death, St. Katharine Drexel gave up her 
inheritance and instead devoted her life to the material and 
spiritual well-being of black and native Americans. Mother Drexel, 
as she would become known as, established the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament for Indians and Colored, and together they opened a boarding school in Santa Fe, the first of 50 missions for Native 
Americans in 16 states. 

At 77, she suffered a heart attack and was forced to retire from active ministry. She spent the next 20 years of her life in quiet yet 
intense prayer. She died at the age of 96 and was canonized in 2000 by Pope John Paul II.    ©LPi 



SJV Knights of Columbus Council #14024 

FISH FRY FRIDAY 

SJV Activity Center 

w i t h  1  s i d e  

Assorted Desserts 
Beer, Wine, and Soda  
available for purchase 

February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 
Dine In: 4:30-7:00 PM 

Drive Thru: 4:30-6:30 PM 
Carry-out available 

St. John Vianney  
WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 

February 18 & 19, 2023  

WeShare, our online 
donation tool, is not 
working properly for 
second collections, 
such as the collection 
for the Catholic Times 
subscription. Please 
write a check and drop 
it in the collection 
basket for any second 
collection until further 
notice.  

Sunday Envelopes  $ 940.00 

Loose Donations $ 438.00 

WeShare  $ 390.00 

Total $ 1,768.00 

Weekly Budget $ 4,788.46 

Capital Improvements $ 25.00 Thank you  
for your generous  
support of our  
parish needs and those 
of the greater Church. 

Building & Maintenance $ 25.00 

Church in Eastern Europe $ 10.00 

The season of Lent began this year on Ash 
Wednesday, February 22, 2023. It will end just prior to 
the evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday, 
April 6, 2023, when the Paschal Triduum begins. Lent is the 
principal penitential season in the Church year. All the 
Christian faithful are urged to develop and maintain a 
voluntary program of self denial (in addition to the Lenten 
regulations which follow), serious prayer and the performing 
of deeds of charity and mercy, including the giving of alms. 

ABSTINENCE - Everyone 14 years of age and over is bound to 
abstain from meat on all the Fridays of Lent. 

FAST - Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 is required to 
fast on Good Friday. 

On days of fast and abstinence, only one full meatless meal is 
permitted. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain 
strength may be taken according to each person's needs, but 
together these two should not equal another full meal. Eating 
between meals is not permitted, but liquids (including milk 
and fruit juices) are allowed. 

To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is 
seriously sinful. 

St. Patrick's Day, March 17, this year falls on a Friday during 
Lent. Adhering to the obligation of abstaining from meat on 
this day as on the other Fridays of Lent is a commendable 
way to honor the heroic virtue and sacrifice of St. Patrick's life 
as a disciple of Our Lord. For a just cause in individual cases, a 
pastor can grant a dispensation from the obligation of 
observing a day of penance or can grant a commutation of 
the obligation into other pious good works (per canon 1245 
of the Code of Canon Law). The faithful who are desirous of 
such a dispensation or commutation of the obligation to 
abstain from meat on Friday, March 17, should speak with 
their pastor. 

The SJV Lending Library, 
located in in the Adoration 
Chapel, has nearly 300 books 
to choose from. Remember to 
fill out a library check out card 
with the date you will return it. 

S t  J o h n  V i a n n e y  
L e n d i n g  L i b r a r y   

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation To report allegations of sexual abuse of a 
minor by clergy, even if it is in the past, individuals are encouraged to call 217-321-1155. 
Individuals may also contact the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services Child Abuse 
Hotline at 1-800-25-ABUSE, or contact your local police authority. 

Lord, there is Nothing Better than You 
This past weekend 23 SJV parishioners gathered together at the 
activity center to press pause in their life and get away on a 
retreat. The retreat gave each of us precious space to encounter 
God and step outside of our normal routines and into intentional 
spiritual practices such as prayer and reflection. 

While the weekend allowed us to experience God in talks and 
prayers, it also was full of great music, wonderful food, fun 
activities and a lot of laughter and joy. It was a truly a time well 
spent. We would like to thank all the parishioners who came to 
help with food preparation and service. It is our sincere hope that 
many more parishioners will consider joining for the next Faith 
Alive retreat.   

Collection for Catholic Charities. The second collection 
next weekend will support Catholic Charities, which has a rich 
history in our diocese of providing vital services to people in need, 
treating them with dignity and respect while providing a path to 
hope and healing. Throughout its 97-year history, Catholic 
Charities has remained open as staff and volunteers provide basic 
needs such as food, clothing, medicine, rent, utilities and dental 
care, as well as professional services in social work, counseling, 
guardianship and legal assistance. Thank you for your support. 



Word Among Us LENTEN 2023 issue is now in the back of 
the church. Please take one for yourself and/or a friend! 

M A S S  I N T E N T I O N S  A N D  M I N I S T R Y  S C H E D U L E  

 Saturday Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday  

Feb. 25 Feb. 26 Feb. 27 Feb. 28 Mar. 1 Mar. 2 Mar. 3 Mar. 4 Mar. 5 

5:00 pm 8:30 am 8:00 am 5:30 pm  8:00 am 8:00 am 5:00 pm 8:30 am 

Observances Vigil for  
1st Sunday of 

Lent 

1st Sunday 
of Lent 

St. Gregory 
of Narek, 

Abbot and 
Doctor of the 

Church  

   St. 
Katharine 

Drexel, 
Virgin  

Vigil for  
2nd Sunday 

of Lent 

2nd Sunday 
of Lent 

Mass 
Intention 

Glenn  
Allison  

† 

For the 
People  

(Pro Populo) 

Glenn  
Allison  

† 

Communion 
Service 

Dick  
Corbin  

† 

Anna 
Eleyidath  

† 

Bill  
Camille  

† 

Victoria 
Bredemeyer 

† 

For the 
People  

(Pro Populo) 

Lector Amy 
Schutzbach 

Terry  
Willis 

 Eucharistic 
Adoration 
7 am-6 pm   

 
Stations of 

the Cross at 
5:30 pm     

  Carol 
Shehorn 

Bev 
Hoffman  
HS Youth 

Group 

Stations of 
the Cross at 

6:00 pm     

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Barbara 
Doud 

Larry 
Hoffman 

   Deacon 
Andy 

Deacon 
Andy 

Server Audrey  
Fox 

Will 
Brumleve 

   Connor 
Ausmus 

Madison  
Kloba 

HS Youth 
Group 

Sacristan Cliff  
Shehorn 

    Deacon 
Andy 

Deacon 
Andy 

Greeter Jean  
McCain 

1st Grade 
Kindergarten 

   Amy 
Schutzbach 

HS Youth 
Group 

During LENT on Tuesdays there will be a Communion 
Service at 5:30 pm; there will be no Mass at 8 am. 

MONDAYS  

6 PM 
 

WEDNESDAYS  

5:30 PM 

Anointing of the Sick will be available this weekend at the 
end of Mass. The Letter of James speaks to us of the ancient 
tradition of a special anointing and blessing of those who are sick: 
“Is there anyone sick among you? Let him send for the presbyters 
of the Church and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
in the name of the Lord … If he has committed any sins, they will 
be forgiven him” (5:14, 15b). This passage forms the foundation 
for the theology of the sacrament that we call “Anointing of the 
Sick.” ©LPi 

Our faith grows and becomes more fully  

alive the more we feed it. SJV has two great opportunities 

to feed our faith, meet fellow parishioners, enjoy good 

conversation, and great coffee!  

EVERY SUNDAY morning after 
Mass and after the opening of 
CFF, we watch videos from 
FORMED, drink wonderful 
coffee (or hot chocolate), and 
have some great discussions 
about our faith as we get to 
know fellow parishioners and 
maybe ourselves better.  
Sundays 9:45—11 am    

EVERY WEDNESDAY evening 
after Mass we meet to watch 
videos or study the bible and 
share our thoughts. 
Wednesdays 6:45-8 pm  

YOU ARE INVITED 
 come to one or both   

What  

are you  

doing  

for Lent? 

B E  A  P A R T  O F  B U I L D I N G  

T H E  S T .  J O H N  V I A N N E Y  F A M I L Y  



(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC  

Formed and Fallen 
There is a version of myself that walks into church on Ash Wednesday 
and a version of myself that walks into church on Good Friday. Aside 
from having the same face, these women bear very little resemblance 
to one another. 

Ash Wednesday Me is fired up. She’s ready to go. She’s got a stomach 
full of pączki, a forehead full of ashes, an oven full of fasting bread 
and a whole list of Lenten resolutions. She’s got a plan for the next 40 
days and she’s ready to be transformed. 

Good Friday Me is tired. She’s lumbering into church dragging six 
weeks of failure and unfulfilled expectations behind her. Nothing 
went the way it was supposed to (again). She didn’t accomplish what 
she wanted (again) and she doesn’t want to dwell on it (again).  

If Satan offered both versions of myself the same deal he offered 
Christ — submit to me, and you will have the whole world — I have to 
wonder: which one of these creatures, formed and fallen, would be 
strong enough to defy him? Would either? 

I can’t say that the chipper, optimistic woman on Ash Wednesday has 
more strength than the tired woman on Good Friday. To each of 
these women Satan offers an easy way out. But to each, too, Christ 
offers an abundance of grace and the gift of justification.  

This Lent, I know that I will be tested. I know that I will fail in many 
ways. I know that my intentions and my best efforts will not be 
enough.  

But I bring them to the altar anyway, and I leave them there as an 
offering. And I know that Easter morning will dawn, and the tomb will 
be empty. 

“The gift is not like the transgression.” — Romans 5:15 

- Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman  ©LPi 

 Free to St. John Vianney parishioners!  
Visit formed.org/signup and type in 62684 

IDEAS FOR LENTEN READING 

On more than one occasion, a coach being interviewed 
about his team--successful or not--will be asked about the 
next step. The inevitable response includes something 
about getting back to basics. Reviewing the fundamentals 
of the sport strengthens performance and builds 
confidence. 

The best Lenten reading takes 
us back to the fundamentals. 
If Lent is the time for the 
Church to be on retreat, then 
we should focus on the texts 
that help us deepen our 
understanding of our faith. 
Spend time reading one of the Gospels and use a Scripture 
commentary to learn all you can about the passion of 
Jesus. Read about the lives of the saints, especially your 
patron saint and that of your parish. Perhaps there is some 
local candidate for sainthood, like Father Walter Ciszek, SJ, 
who wrote several faith-inspiring books. Finally, you can 
use the Catechism of the Catholic Church to learn more 
about the church's teachings and beliefs. The sections on 
prayer and the Mass are really great reflections. Focusing 
on the basics really helps us take another step forward in 
our faith. We have not only a better understanding of what 
we believe and practice, but also why we believe. With that 
belief comes the confidence we need to be better, more 
faithful witnesses to Christ.    ©LPi 

Can you believe Lent is here already? It seems like not that 
long ago I was decorating a Christmas tree! Time waits for 
no one and that is why it is important to make a mindful 
commitment now to not let this Lenten season pass you by. 
It is a great time to focus on growing as an everyday 
steward. The temptations are always there to procrastinate 
or to give in to spiritual laziness, but the Church's 
observation of Lent offers us so many tools to help us get 
on track. Increased devotions such as Stations of the Cross, 
various parish missions, or Lenten-focused literature are all 
gifts that your parish may be offering to assist you in this 
season. 

With the Passion being the focus of Lent, it is easy to 
contemplate the value of true generosity. How could 
someone give more than Jesus? He gave until his life was 
spent on a cross. When contemplating how we can increase 
our generosity in all aspects of our life, we only need to 
look to the cross. Of course, this also brings home to us that 
more may be asked of us than we bargained. The 
temptation is to not give too much, out of fear that we 
might face persecution or worse. 

But we take solace in the fact that we are disciples of One 
who had the same temptations. He overcame those 
temptations. He rejected the easy way out. His love and 
generosity could not be contained. He gave it all so that you 
and I have the chance to do the same. This Lent, look to the 
greatest example of stewardship that ever lived. Jesus will 
show us the way to observe a Lent that will soon bring forth 
great Easter fruit. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS             © Liturgical Publications Inc 

USE LENT TO GROW AS A STEWARD 


