
Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil : 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:30 am 

Weekday Masses 

Mon, Thu, Fri: 8:00 am 
Wednesday: 6:00 pm 

Tues: 5:30 pm Communion Service  

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Wednesday 5:15-5:30 pm 
or by appointment  

 
 

Parish ministries contact information  

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: 
Molly Kershaw  
217-725-1389 

mskershaw@gmail.com  

Women's Society President: 
Barb Doud  

bdoudlinn@yahoo.com 

Adult Faith Enrichment:  
Cliff & Carol Shehorn  

217-553-0039 
cliffcarol@yahoo.com 

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight :  
John Ausmus  

jpausmus56@gmail.com 
217-415-2109  

Parish Nurse: 
Nancy Barrett 

barrettnancy259@gmail.com  

Youth Group Coordinator:  
Molly Ishmael  

mnh82@hotmail.com 

Faith Formation Coordinators :  
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner 

psr@sjv.dio.org  

Pro-Life Coordinator: 
Valerie Henderson  

tvh@casscomm.com 

Caregivers Ministry:  
Cindy Bahner 217-741-0224  

cbee355@aol.com 

Prayer Line:   
Terry Willis 725-2005  

ter2will@aol.com 

Tribunal Advocate:   
Rita Friedewald 

ritafriedewald@yahoo.com 

http://facebook.com/ 
sjvchurchsherman  

Find us online at 
https://

sjvsherman.org 

Parish Office 

Location .............. 902 St. John Drive 

 ............................. in the Activity Center 

Mailing Address . P.O. Box 229 

 ............................. Sherman, IL 62684 

Email ................... parish@sjv.dio.org 

Phone .................. 217-523-3816  

Office Hours ......... Monday-Friday 

 ...............................8:30 am—1:30 pm 

Pastor: ................. Fr. Fredrick Chima Mbiere 
 cmbiere@dio.org             

 217-650-9276 

Deacon: ............... Andy Krug   

 parish@sjv.dio.org  

Office Manager: .. Cliff Shehorn  

 cshehorn@sjv.dio.org  

Bookkeeper: ....... Lynda Cliburn 

 lcliburn@sjv.dio.org 

“When 

Jesus  

heard that 

they had 

thrown him 

out, he 

found him 

and said, 

“Do you 

believe in 

the Son of 

Man?” 

-Jn. 9:35 

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970, CCD.; Photo by Lynda Cliburn 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF  
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From the Pastor 4TH SUNDAY IN LENT CYCLE A, MARCH 19, 2023 
 (I Sam 16:1.6-13; Ps 22; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41) 

Christ heals our spiritual blindness, 
to grow in our knowledge of him 

What can I do to help  

our family practice  

our faith each day? 

Some families practice their religion 

together as just another event on 

their schedule... But the focus needs 

to be on who we are—God’s people, 

in relationship with him, loved, 

forgiven, and redeemed, and called 

to live and proclaim the Gospel. Our 

awareness of God’s presence and 

our sense of mission are supported 

by the daily rituals, celebrations, 

and traditions that help us stay 

focused. Sharing our faith 

strengthens us and clarifies the 

beliefs and values of Christian living. 

Daily family practices include time 

for prayer—before meals, before 

bed, before important meetings and 

activities. Attend Sunday Mass 

together and discuss the homily 

afterward. Create family 

celebrations for holy days and 

holidays. Make religion a regular 

part of your discussions. Include 

others, especially the elderly and 

the less fortunate, in your activities 

and charitable efforts. By applying 

the virtues of faith, hope, and love 

to each day, faith becomes part of 

who your family is. It influences how 

you act towards others, what you 

value, and how mindful of God you 

are. Faith is the leaven of life that 

helps all of us rise to our calling and 

dignity as God’s people. ©LPi 

Beloved brothers and sisters, this 4th Sunday of Lent is traditionally known as “Laetare 
Sunday,” from the Latin Introit of the Mass (Rejoice…). It is actually the mid-point of 
the Lenten journey. On this day, the faithful are encouraged to see the light at the end 
of the tunnel, as they reflect on the Lenten journey so far. This festive mood of the day 
is indicated by the rose-colored vestment for Mass. On this Sunday therefore, the Holy 
Mother Church exhorts us to be joyful and relax because Christ our shepherd 
illuminates us and heals our blindness. 

In the 1st reading, Samuel was guided by his mind and heart through the inspiration of 
God’s Spirit to anoint David to be the future king of Israel after Saul, instead of any of 
the other seven sons of Jesse. This 1st reading prepares us for the Gospel where Jesus 
healed a man who was born blind by giving him the ability to see with his eyes. He 
gradually came to see with his mind and heart who Jesus really was. 

In this Gospel, Jesus restored the sight of a man born blind. Here Jesus proves that he 
cares for the wellbeing of his flock. This is especially for the sick, the weak and the 
marginalized. Again, today he broke another cultural and religious barrier in order to 
save the blind man. He healed him on a Sabbath day. Without minding about the 
consequences, he attended to the very important need of the blind man. He equally 
countered the notion that all suffering was caused by sin, although sometimes, our 
sinful ways can bring us suffering. He makes it clear that God permits somethings to 
happen for the manifestation of His glory. In other words, this miracle remarkably 
revealed the power and glory of God. The miracle revealed also how the man’s gift of 
faith came in a gradual process, thus the gradual insight he developed about Jesus: 
firstly, he spoke of Jesus as a mere man, and then, his second perception when asked 
by the Pharisees was, “he is a prophet.” Lastly, when Jesus asked if he believed in him 
as the Son of Man, he said, “I do believe” and he worshipped him. Believing and 
worshipping go together. Many people in our world today are willing to say “I believe” 
but rarely have time to worship, no time for God at all. Like the man, are our believing 
and worshipping still strong? Again, are we consistent with our words, faith, 
convictions, and the truth? Are we sometimes like the parents of the man born blind in 
that we hesitate to talk about what we believe because our friends may not like us or 
think less of us? However, the man, despite all the intimidations from the Pharisees, 
remained truthful and firm without denying Christ. He insisted that it was Jesus that 
healed him. According to St. John Chrysostom: “The Pharisees cast him out of the 
Temple; but the Lord of the Temple found him.” As we grow in our perception and 
knowledge of Christ, he will always be there for us as a Good Shepherd even when we 
are deserted by others for his sake. Keep your faith in him! May he heal any form of 
spiritual blindness in us. Amen. 

WELCOME TO THE 3RD WEEKEND OF OUR SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP 
We thank tremendously Stacie Henderson and LaDonna 
Rowden for such powerful and inspirational witnesses 
during the weekend of lay witness, that was the past 
weekend. May this spiritual exercise bear sufficient 
spiritual fruits in our lives and parish family. Look out for 
the mails from me on your parish commitments this 
week, and respond appropriately. 

Praying for God’s blessings on you and yours in the week ahead, as you progress in 
your Lenten journey. I care about you! 

FR. FREDDIE MBIERE 

Stacie 
Henderson 
speaking on 
Stewardship 
at the  
5 pm Mass 
March 11. 



St. John Vianney  
WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 

March 11 & 12, 2023  

WeShare, our online 
donation tool, is not 
working properly for 
second collections, 
such as the collection 
for the Catholic Times 
subscription. Please 
write a check and drop 
it in the collection 
basket for any second 
collection until further 
notice.  

Sunday Envelopes  $ 1,175.00 

Loose Donations $ 564.00 

WeShare  $ 565.00 

Total $ 2,304.00 

Weekly Budget $ 4,788.46 

Building & Maintenance $ 5.00 Thank you  
for your generous  
support of our  
parish needs and those 
of the greater Church. 

Easter Flowers $ 5.00 

Capital Improvement $ 400.00 

TO GIVE OR NOT TO GIVE  

Nancy Barrett 

From the SJV Parish Nurse 

Altruism is a selfless concern for the well-being of others. This 
concern leads us to help others in different ways. It could be 
by giving of our time to help a friend, or giving our money to a 
cause that matters to us. 

Giving is good for us as well as others. There are physical and 
mental benefits that come from the release of chemicals in the 
brain, such as serotonin and dopamine. These chemicals 
improve our mood and provide a sense of pleasure; doing 
good makes us feel good. Studies conducted in 2016 showed 
lowered blood pressure from monetary giving and decreased 
levels of a stress-related hormone from volunteer activities. 

Time or talent or treasure. We all have something to give. 

“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full – 
pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, 

running over, and poured into your lap. 
The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.” 

Luke 6: 38 

The Women’s Society continues to need 
desserts each Friday for the K of C Fish 
Fry dinners. Doors to the Activity Center 
will be open Friday at 7:30 am and 
remain open all day for dessert drop off. 
We thank those that have helped so far.  

 

Free to St. John Vianney parishioners 

Celebrate the 
feast of Christ’s 
foster father 
with even more 
joy and respect 
this year by 
watching a 
movie about 
him!  

Visit formed.org/signup and type in 62684 

It was a case of mistaken identity! 
In last week’s bulletin Amelia’s last 
name was incorrectly listed. Amelia 
Fox please accept our sincere 
apology! 

SJV Knights of Columbus Council #14024 

FISH FRY FRIDAY 

SJV Activity Center 
Dine In: 4:30-7:00 PM 

Drive Thru: 4:30-6:30 PM 
Carry-out available 

w i t h  1  s i d e  

Assorted Desserts 
Beer, Wine, and Soda 

available for purchase 

March 24 and 31 

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation To report allegations of sexual abuse of a 

minor by clergy, even if it is in the past, individuals are encouraged to call 217-321-1155. 

Individuals may also contact the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services Child Abuse 

Hotline at 1-800-25-ABUSE, or contact your local police authority. 

ANNUAL  

EASTER BASKET RAFFLE 
$1 PER TICKET OR 6 FOR $5 

Tickets available during KC Council #14024 Fish Fries 

(NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN) 

FINAL DRAWING: FRIDAY, MARCH 31 

Congratulations to Basket #1 winner:  

Julie Richardson 



M A S S  I N T E N T I O N S  A N D  M I N I S T R Y  S C H E D U L E  

 Saturday Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday  

Mar. 18 Mar. 19 Mar. 20 Mar. 21 Mar. 22 Mar. 23 Mar. 24 Mar. 25 Mar. 26 

5:00 pm 8:30 am 8:00 am 5:30 pm 6:00 pm 8:00 am 8:00 am 5:00 pm 8:30 am 

Observances Vigil for  
4th Sunday 

of Lent 

4th Sunday of 
Lent 

St. Joseph, 
Spouse of 

the Blessed 
Virgin Mary  

  St. Turibius 
of 

Mogrovejo, 
Bishop  

 Vigil for  
5th Sunday 

of Lent 

5th Sunday of 
Lent 

Mass 
Intention 

Bill  
Camille 

† 

For the 
People  

(Pro Populo) 

Delores  
& Glenn 
Allison 

†  

Communion 
Service 

Anna  
Eleyidath  

† 

Marcia 
Laird  
† 

Glenn 
Allison  

† 

Felice 
D’Introno 

† 

For the 
People  

(Pro Populo) 

Lector John 
Ausmus 

LaDonna 
Rowden 
Grades  

6-8 

 Stations of the 
Cross at 5:30 pm 

     
Eucharistic 
Adoration 
7 am-6 pm   

 
 

  Amy 
Schutzbach 

Michaela 
Campbell 

Stations of 
the Cross at 

6:00 pm     

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Kim 
Ausmus 

Bev 
Hoffman 

   Kim 
Ausmus 

Stacie 
Henderson 

Server Conor  
Ausmus 

Gage  
Reedy 
Grades  

6-8 

   Audrey 
Fox 

Ethan 
Grebner 
Austin 

Grebner 

Sacristan Deacon 
Andy 

Deacon 
Andy 

   Cliff 
Shehorn 

David 
Sweeney 

Greeter Carolyn 
Adams 

Grades  
6-8 

   Jean  
McCain 

1st Grade 
Kindergarten 

Stations of the Cross 
Mondays 6 p.m. 

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 

Our faith grows  

and becomes  

more fully alive  

the more we feed it.  

      

 After the opening of CFF, we 
adults watch videos from 
FORMED, drink wonderful 
coffee, hot chocolate or tea, 
and have great discussions 
about our faith as we get to 
know fellow parishioners 
and maybe ourselves better.    

  Sundays  

   9:45-11 a.m.  

   Activity Center  

     
      

 After Mass, we adults meet 
to watch videos from 
FORMED or study the bible 
and share our thoughts.  

  Wednesdays  

   6:45-8 p.m.  

   Activity Center  

B E  A  P A R T  O F  B U I L D I N G  

T H E  S T .  J O H N  V I A N N E Y  F A M I L Y  

C O M M U N A L  P E N A N C E  S E R V I C E  

MARCH 26 

2:30 PM 

 

S T.  J O H N  V I A N N E Y  C H U R C H  

 Holy Thursday  

6 p.m. April 6 

 Good Friday  

3 p.m. April 7 

 Easter Vigil  

8 p.m. April 8 

 Easter Sunday Mass  

8:30 a.m. April 9 

Eucharistic Adoration—There is an 
opportunity for someone to 
join our Adoration group 
for the noon to 1 pm spot. 
This hour with Jesus is very 
rewarding. Please contact 
Michelle Campbell at 217-
836-3778 if you are interested.  



You are being challenged to step outside your comfort zone, 

pick just one ministry, and give it a try. If we increase the number of ministers, 

no one person will be overloaded and all of us can still maintain that work-life 

balance. Plus, it may just add something to your life that you never knew was 

missing! 

A ministry fair will be held next Sunday, March 26. Please put that event on 

your calendar and take time to stop over at the Activity Center. You will have a 

chance to see all of the available ministries and find out more about how you 

can get involved. 

HOSPITALITY   

• Welcoming Committee  

PRAYER   

• Servers  

• Sacristans  

• Eucharistic Ministers  

• Ushers  

• Greeters  

• Music/Choir  

• Adoration  

• Liturgy Committee  

FORMATION   

• Catholic Faith Formation 

• Youth Ministry 

• Bible Study  

• RCIA  

SERVICE   

• Monthly Workday /Buildings 

and Grounds Clean up  

• Art & Environment Team  

• Buildings and Grounds 

Committee 

• Hospital/Sick Ministry 

• Prayer Line 

• Parish Nurse  

• Youth Group  

• Pro-Life  

• Knights of Columbus 

• Women's Society  

• Elderly and Home Visitation 

(Caregivers)  

• Grief Counselor  

• Disaster / Emergency Relief 

Aid Team  

• Food / Clothing for Needy  

• Parish Council  

• Finance Council  

• Security Team  

• Ongoing Stewardship and 

Discipleship  

M I N I S T R Y  L I S T  

S T E WA R D S H I P  I S  W H AT  I  D O  A F T E R  I  S AY  I  B E L I E V E  

What do I own and what owns me?  

How do I spend my time - what activities do I value the most?  

Do I take time to express gratitude to God for the present moment?  

What are the challenges blocking me from embracing a life of stewardship?  

What might assist me with incorporating stewardship into my life?  

Have I ever reflected on the gifts and talents that God has bestowed on me?  

How is God calling me to share these gifts?  

How can I cultivate an attitude of gratitude towards God and others? 


