
Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil : 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:30 am 

Weekday Masses 

Mon, Thu, Fri: 8:00 am 
Wednesday: 6:00 pm 

Tues: 5:30 pm Communion Service  

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Wednesday 5:15-5:30 pm 
or by appointment  

 
 

Parish ministries contact information  

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: 
Molly Kershaw  
217-725-1389 

mskershaw@gmail.com  

Women's Society President: 
Barb Doud  

bdoudlinn@yahoo.com 

Adult Faith Enrichment:  
Cliff & Carol Shehorn  

217-553-0039 
cliffcarol@yahoo.com 

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight :  
John Ausmus  

jpausmus56@gmail.com 
217-415-2109  

Parish Nurse: 
Nancy Barrett 

barrettnancy259@gmail.com  

Youth Group Coordinator:  
Molly Ishmael  

mnh82@hotmail.com 

Faith Formation Coordinators :  
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner 

psr@sjv.dio.org  

Pro-Life Coordinator: 
Valerie Henderson  

tvh@casscomm.com 

Caregivers Ministry:  
Cindy Bahner 217-741-0224  

cbee355@aol.com 

Prayer Line:   
Terry Willis 725-2005  

ter2will@aol.com 

Tribunal Advocate:   
Rita Friedewald 

ritafriedewald@yahoo.com 

http://facebook.com/ 
sjvchurchsherman  

Find us online at 
https://

sjvsherman.org 

Parish Office 

Location .............. 902 St. John Drive 

 ............................. in the Activity Center 

Mailing Address . P.O. Box 229 

 ............................. Sherman, IL 62684 

Email ................... parish@sjv.dio.org 

Phone .................. 217-523-3816  

Office Hours ......... Monday-Friday 

 ...............................8:30 am—1:30 pm 

Pastor: ................. Fr. Fredrick Chima Mbiere 
 cmbiere@dio.org             

 217-650-9276 

Deacon: ............... Andy Krug   

 parish@sjv.dio.org  

Office Manager: .. Cliff Shehorn  

 cshehorn@sjv.dio.org  

Bookkeeper: ....... Lynda Cliburn 

 lcliburn@sjv.dio.org 

Jesus  

told her, “I 

am the 

resurrection 

and the life; 

whoever 

believes in 

me, even if 

he dies, will 

live.” 

-Jn. 11:25 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970, CCD.; Photo by Lynda Cliburn 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF  
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From the Pastor 
5TH  SUNDAY OF LENT YR. A, MARCH 26, 2023 
(Ez. 37:12-14; Ps. 130; Rom.8:8-11; Jn. 11:1-45) 

Jesus has the power to restore us to life;  
God’s Spirit is the Source of Life 
Beloved brothers and sisters,  we celebrate the 5th Sunday of Lent, and thus, we are almost 
getting to the end of the season of Lent. The holy Mother Church therefore is knocking at the 
door of Holy Week (which begins next Sunday, April 2, with Palm Sunday), seeking entrance to the 
events that together form the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is the annual 
reminder of God’s love for His people! And she reminds us that what gives life to our mortal body 
is the Spirit of God, which Paul emphasizes in the 2nd reading of today. The same Spirit will 
resurrect Christ on Easter day. He is the one that makes a difference in the life of every child of 
God. Hence, as we prepare for the Paschal Feast, we must be docile to the Spirit of God that gives 
us life. 

In the 1st reading from the book of prophet Ezekiel, he announced a promising future for his 
ruined people. In his vision of the field covered with dry bones, the field of dry bones represented 
God’s people and their nation which was destroyed by the Babylonians. It is a promise of the 
regeneration and restoration, as well as a prophetic vision that God would bring His exiled people 
back to their land. This restoration of the dry bones to life indicates that God is the source of life, 
and it prepares us for today’s Gospel where Jesus raised Lazarus his friend from the dead. 

The Gospel presents us with Jesus’ demonstration of power. By raising Lazarus from death, Christ 
proved that he is really, the resurrection and life. He could not have achieved this without the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Regeneration, resurrection and restoration are all possible through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. All we need to do is, humble ourselves, and allow him to use us. 

There are a few lessons we must learn from today’s miracle. As a sign, this miracle pointed into 
the past to encompass the other signs that tell us who Jesus was and why he came, such as 
changing water into wine, healing the royal official’s son, healing the paralyzed man, the 
multiplication of the loaves and fish, walking on water, etc., and it also points into the future. The 
raising of Lazarus pointed to Jesus’ own resurrection. There was a big difference between Lazarus’ 
being raised back to life and Jesus’ resurrection. Lazarus was raised back to the life he originally 
enjoyed; Jesus was raised to eternal glory. Lazarus would die again; Jesus would never die. So 
Lazarus came out of the tomb still wearing his burial garments, because he would need them 
again; when Jesus rose, he left his burial cloths in the tomb. He would not need them again. 
Indeed, Jesus has the power to restore us to life. He is ever willing to help us no matter what it 
will cost him. It does not matter how long we have been spiritually dead or exiled. He knows us, 
loves, and calls us by our names as he called Lazarus: “Come out!” If we hear and obey his voice, 
then he will restore life to our weak and mortal bodies through the power of the Holy Spirit. Do 
you believe this? Let’s keep to this faith. Amen. 

WELCOME TO THE 4TH AND LAST WEEKEND OF OUR SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP: I believe that 
everyone has got their letter from me to sign up for your stewardship in our parish! I therefore, 
invite you all to the ministry fair at the Parish Activity Center, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass this Sunday 
for more enlightenment on the various ministries we have in this parish. Light refreshments are 
provided. 

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE: Our Parish Lenten Penance Service on this 5th Sunday of Lent, March 
26 at 2:30 p.m. We will be having some extra priests for the individual confessions. It will be an 
opportunity for a common penance and individual confessions in preparation for Easter. I invite 
everyone to be part of this beautiful service and moment of grace. 

COMMUNION OF THE SICK: Let me know if you need me to visit any homebound during this 
period. 

Praying for God’s blessings on you and yours in the week ahead, as you prepare for the Palm 
Sunday and the Holy Week journey. I care about you! 

FR. FREDDIE MBIERE 

When I am driving throughout 
the United States, I enjoy 
seeing the billboards that dot 
the highways speaking for 
God. A couple of my favorites: 
"Life is short. Eternity is not. --
God"; and "Let's meet at my 
house this Sunday, before the 
game. --God." God must have 
a pretty big advertising budget 
because he has billboards in 
pretty much every state! 

One billboard I saw read, "You 
asked God for a sign, and here 
it is!" After a chuckle, I 
realized that we are always 
looking for a sign. We say we 
believe, but sometimes, we 
act like we just want to be 
sure. 

In the Gospels, Jesus performs 
miracles and healings so that 
people would believe. The 
healing of Lazarus was surely a 
profound moment for all who 
were there. Jesus was able to 
show that he has power over 
even death itself, a 
foreshadowing to his 
resurrection that will occur in 
the not too distant future. For 
all who doubt, be assured that 
Jesus is the giver of life. He 
has given living water to the 
woman at the well, sight to 
the blind, and now has raised 
a man from the grave. 

As Easter draws ever closer, 
how many more signs do you 
need? What else can Jesus do 
to convince you that his call 
on your life comes from the 
source of all life? As the US 
Bishops' pastoral letter on 
stewardship lays out, we have 
been challenged, we are 
asked to choose, and then our 
lives will be transformed. May 
all the signs of God around us, 
even billboards on the side of 
the road, move us to choose a 
path of giving of ourselves like 
Jesus. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 



St. John Vianney  
WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 

March 18 & 19, 2023  

WeShare, our online 
donation tool, is not 
working properly for 
second collections, 
such as the collection 
for the Catholic Times 
subscription. Please 
write a check and drop 
it in the collection 
basket for any second 
collection until further 
notice.  

Sunday Envelopes  $ 2,018.00 

Loose Donations $ 3,635.00 

WeShare  $ 725.00 

Total $ 6,378.00 

Weekly Budget $ 4,788.46 

Building & Maintenance $ 345.00 

Thank you  
for your generous  
support of our  
parish needs and 
those of the greater 
Church. 

Capital Improvement $ 9,270.00 

Easter Flowers $ 255.00 

Catholic Times $ 105.00 

Catholic Charities $ 70.00 

Catholic Relief Services $ 649.15 

There is an opportunity for someone to join 
our Adoration group for the noon to 1 pm 
spot. This hour with Jesus is very rewarding. 
Please contact Michelle Campbell at 217-
836-3778 if you are interested.  

SJV Knights of Columbus Council #14024 

 

SJV Activity Center 
Dine In: 4:30-7:00 PM 

Drive Thru: 4:30-6:30 PM 
Carry-out available 

w i t h  1  s i d e  

Assorted Desserts 
Beer, Wine, and Soda 

available for purchase 

March 31 

FINAL FISH FRY OF LENT  

ANNUAL  

EASTER BASKET RAFFLE 
$1 PER TICKET OR 6 FOR $5 

Tickets available during KC Council #14024 Fish Fries 

(NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN) 

FINAL DRAWING: FRIDAY, MARCH 31 

Congratulations to Basket #1 winner:  

Julie Richardson 

The Women’s Society continues to need 
desserts each Friday for the K of C Fish Fry 
dinners. Doors to the Activity Center will be 
open Friday at 7:30 am and remain open all 
day for dessert drop off. We thank those 
that have helped so far.  

The time has come to fill the vacancy left by Lori Saathoff’s 
passing to eternal life. Please contact the parish office or Father 
Freddie for more information regarding the musical needs of  
St. John Vianney Parish. 

 

Free to St. John Vianney parishioners 

Through Jesus’ Death 
on the Cross, God 
reveals himself most 
profoundly as the God 
who is love. Christ’s 
sacrificial love saves us 
from sin and shows us 
the pathway to true 
human happiness. We 
are made to live like 
Christ: in total, self-
giving love. 

FORMED.org is a premier on-line platform filled with over 4,000 Catholic studies, 
movies, cartoons, audio dramas, ebooks, and talks – and it’s free for every 
parishioner. Diving into the beauty of the Faith has never been easier: at home, on 
the go, or from any internet connected device.  

Visit formed.org/signup and type in 62684 

SJV Ministry Leaders' training (above) as part 
of the Season of Stewardship was held March 
16 with Katie Price and Debbie Benz of the 
Diocesan Parish Vitality and Mission 
Advancement Office. LaDonna Rowden (right)
spoke to the congregation on Stewardship at 
the 8:30 pm Mass on March 12. 



M A S S  I N T E N T I O N S  A N D  M I N I S T R Y  S C H E D U L E  

 Saturday Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday  

Mar. 25 Mar. 26 Mar. 27 Mar. 28 Mar. 29 Mar. 30 Mar. 31 April 1 April 2 

5:00 pm 8:30 am 8:00 am 5:30 pm 6:00 pm 8:00 am 8:00 am 5:00 pm 8:30 am 

Observances Vigil for  
5th Sunday 

of Lent 

5th Sunday of 
Lent 

     Vigil for  
Palm 

Sunday 

Palm Sunday 
Passion of 
the Lord 

Mass 
Intention 

Felice 
D’Introno 

† 

For the 
People  

(Pro Populo) 

Tim  
Sullivan 

†  

Communion 
Service 

Anna  
Eleyidath  

† 

All 
Souls 
† 

Rosemary 
Schildgen 

† 

Padre Pio 
Intercession 

For the 
People  

(Pro Populo) 

Lector Amy 
Schutzbach 

Michaela 
Campbell 

 Stations of the 
Cross at 5:30 pm 

     
Eucharistic 
Adoration 
7 am-6 pm   

 
 

  Stacie 
Henderson 

Terry 
Willis 

HS Youth 
Group 

Stations of 
the Cross at 

6:00 pm     

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Kim 
Ausmus 

Stacie 
Henderson 

   Deacon 
Andy 

Deacon  
Andy 

Server Audrey 
Fox 

Ethan 
Grebner 
Austin 

Grebner 

     

Sacristan Cliff 
Shehorn 

David 
Sweeney 

   Deacon 
Andy 

Deacon  
Andy 

Greeter Jean  
McCain 

1st Grade 
Kindergarten 

   Carol 
Shehorn 

HS 
Youth Group 

S T.  J O H N  V I A N N E Y  C H U R C H  

C O M M U N A L  P E N A N C E  S E R V I C E  

MARCH 26 

2:30 PM 

 
Stations of the Cross 

Monday, March 27 at  6 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 29 at 5:30 p.m. 

The first Stations of the Cross were walked by Jesus himself on the 
way to Calvary. Known as the "Via Dolorosa" ("The Way of Suffering") 
or the "Via Crucis" ("The Way of the Cross"), it was marked out from 
the earliest times and was a traditional walk for pilgrims who came to 
Jerusalem. The early Christians in Jerusalem would walk the same 
pathway that Jesus walked, pausing for reflection and prayer. Later, 
when Christians could not travel to the Holy Land, artistic depictions 
of "The Way of the Cross" were set up in churches, or outside and 
Christians would walk from station to station, reading the Gospel 
account of the Passion, or simply praying and reflecting on each 
event. While the content or place of each station had changed, the 
intention was to make a mini-pilgrimage and follow--literally--in the 
footsteps of Jesus. This devotion became better known in the Middle 
Ages, and the Franciscans are credited with its spread. Lent is a time 
when many people make the Stations, but anyone can pray the 
Stations at any time. It is a simple and personal reflection on the 
passion of Jesus and what it means to us.  ©LPi 

† Holy Thursday  6 p.m. April 6 

† Good Friday  3 p.m. April 7 

† Easter Vigil  8 p.m. April 8 

† Easter Sunday Mass  8:30 a.m. April 9 

SCHEDULE 



HOSPITALITY    

• Greeters 

PRAYER   

• Servers  

• Sacristans  

• Eucharistic Ministers  

• Lectors 

• Ushers  

• Music/Choir  

• Adoration  

• Liturgy Committee  

FORMATION   

• Catholic Faith Formation 

• Youth Ministry 

• Bible Study  

• RCIA  

SERVICE   

• Monthly Workday /Buildings 
and Grounds Clean up  

• Art & Environment Team  

• Buildings and Grounds 
Committee 

• Hospital/Sick Ministry 

• Prayer Line 

• Parish Nurse  

• Youth Group  

• Pro-Life  

• Knights of Columbus 

• Women's Society  

• Elderly and Home Visitation 
(Caregivers)  

• Grief Counselor  

• Disaster / Emergency Relief 
Aid Team  

• Food / Clothing for Needy  

• Parish Council  

• Finance Council  

• Security Team  

• Ongoing Stewardship and 
Discipleship  

M I N I S T R Y  L I S T  

"Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit." = Matthew 28:19  

 Spend time with God in prayer (Mass, bible study, rosary, adoration)  

 Identify your talents and interests, we are called to serve God and 
others through parish ministries 

 Share gifts generously and sacrificially (tithe or working toward tithing)  

 Fill out the Commitment Card! 

is what  I DO 

after I SAY 

You are cordially invited to the SJV Ministry Fair,  

which will take place right after church on Sunday, March 26.   

Please join us in the Activity Center for donuts and coffee and  

the opportunity to learn about the many ministry groups available at our church.  

All are invited to attend.   


