
 

   

  

WEEKEND  MASSES 

Saturday, English:  4:00 pm vigil Mass  

Sunday, English:   8:30 am; 10:30 am 

Sunday, Spanish:  1:00pm  

2nd & 4th Sundays, Zomi/Myanmar:  3:30pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

English Masses:  Monday 7:00 am;  Tuesday 6:00 pm 

Wednesday through Friday 8:00 am  

Mass in  Latin:  Saturday 9:00am (Missal-of-1962 Latin)  

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION AND BENEDICTION 

Wednesdays, Thursdays 8:30am to 10:00am in the church. 

Eucharistic Exposition  questions: Father Ted Prentice x1302 

PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9am–4pm  

SACRAMENTS 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Infant Baptism Preparation classes are held by appointment.  

Contact Father Ted, x1302 or tprentice@archdpdx.org 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  

Before Sunday Masses (8-8:15am & 10-10:15am) and before 

Saturday Vigil Mass (3:30-3:45pm). 

Marriage   

Please notify Fr. Ted, x 1302 or tprentice@archdpdx.org at least 

six months in advance of desired date.   

Anointing of the Sick 

For near-death anointings, call 503-761-8710 and press 1 to reach 

Fr. Ted directly.  All non-urgent anointings may be arranged by 

calling the office or emailing Fr. Ted at tprentice@archdpdx.org. 

In Case of Death  Please call Father Ted, x1302 to make arrangements 

for funeral services before setting the schedule with the mortuary.   

QUESTIONS 

Terri Fessler Boris, Administrative Assistant  

sjtwadmin@comcast.net  503-761-8710 x1303   

Office hours: 9-4  T, W, TH 

PARISH STAFF 

Pastor      Rev. Ted Prentice, x1302 

      tprentice@archdpdx.org  

Business    Cathy Keathley, x1301 

Manager    cjvkeathley@comcast.net 

Administrative   Terri Fessler Boris, x1303

Assistant    sjtwadmin@comcast.net 

Music Ministry  Laura Bissonette, x1304 

Coordinator   bissonettelaurasjtw@gmail.com 

        

Music Cantor  Angie Jauregui x1304 

      angelynj@ocp.org  

Maintenance   Lorenzo Nicholson 

      lorenzonicholson63@yahoo.com 

Care      Terri Fessler Boris, x1303 

Ministry    sjtwadmin@comcast.net 

 

Youth Ministry  Jason Deleon & Lisa Velazquez  

Team Leaders  sjtwyouthministry@gmail.com 

NOTE:  PARISH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is 11:00am 10-days  

prior to the Sunday publication date. 

September 18, 2022 Twenty-fifth  Sunday in Ordinary Time &   

September 25, 2022 Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church 2310 SE 148th Ave. Portland, Oregon 97233  
      Prayer Request Line:  sjtw-gapline@hotmail.com    Office:  503-761-8710  FAX:  503-761-8545 

      Facebook.  www.facebook.com/stjosephtheworkerpdx/       Website  www.stjosephtheworkerpdx.org  

The person who is trustworthy in very small matters 

is also trustworthy in great ones  
Luke 16 

To receive this newsletter in your email,  

subscribe at ParishesOnline.com 

mailto:tprentice@archdpdx.org?subject=BAPTISM%20REQUEST
mailto:tprentice@archdpdx.org?subject=MARRIAGE%20REQUEST
mailto:tprentice@archdpdx.org?subject=MARRIAGE%20REQUEST
mailto:sjtwadmin@comcast.net?subject=QUESTION%20FROM%20FRONT%20OF%20BULLETIN
mailto:tprentice@archdpdx.org?subject=GENERAL%20QUESTION%20OR%20CONCERN%20FROM%20BULLETIN%20FRONT
mailto:cjvkeathley@comcast.net
mailto:sjtwadmin@comcast.net
mailto:bissonettelaurasjtw@gmail.com
mailto:angelynj@ocp.org
mailto:lorenzonicholson63@yahoo.com
mailto:sjtwadmin@comcast.net
mailto:sjtw-gapline@hotmail.com?subject=PRAYER%20REQUEST%20FROM%20BULLETIN
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephtheworkerpdx/
http://www.stjosephtheworkerpdx.org
https://www.parishesonline.com/organization/st-joseph-the-worker-catholic-church-97233


 

 2 

OPPORTUNITY TO HELP OUR YOUTH GROUP 

St. Joseph the Worker Youth Group needs your assistance with cans and bottles. When your blue bags are 

filled with rinsed and drained returnable cans and bottles, it would be so helpful if you could bring them 

directly to a Bottle Drop location, scan the QR code on the bag to open the door and push them through 

yourself. Follow this link, or enter it in your search engine to find a location near 

you. www.bottledropcenters.com/  And, thank you for your patience with the blue bags.  Volunteers are 

finding it a challenge to keep up with your need for them!  They are working hard to maintain the basket 

in the narthex and appreciate you taking only one bundle at a time so there are enough for all. 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2022 – 25
th
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

“PRAISE THE LORD WHO LIFTS UP THE POOR.” – PSALM 113  

 

Today, we hear Jesus share a parable of a dishonest household manager.  This parable immediately follows the 

parable of the prodigal son.  Hearing both parables together, we can hear the actions of the younger son reflected in 

the behavior of the dishonest manager.  The actions of younger son and those of the dishonest manager break their 

relationship with those placed in authority over them.  When their actions lead these individuals to a painful 

situation, both think what they must do to survive. 

 

For the prodigal son, survival involves acting with humility and seeking forgiveness from his father.  For the 

dishonest manager, survival means taking action in a prudent way by gaining the favor of those who owe payment 

to the rich man that he serves.  Rather than being punished, Jesus shares that the master praises the dishonest servant 

for being prudent and resourceful. 

 

Ultimately, Jesus praises the dishonest manager and “the children of the world” for acting with greater foresight 

than the “children of light”.  Jesus shares that those only seeking material possessions act with greater prudence than 

those seeking spiritual and eternal gifts.  Jesus seeks that each of us as his followers be bold, daring, and resourceful 

in following his eternal calling.  The parable of the dishonest manger challenges each of us to reflect upon our own 

response to the blessings, gifts, and graces shared by Jesus.  May we always be resourceful and prudent in acting and 

sharing the eternal gifts of the Good News of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

May God – Father, Son, Holy Spirit – abundantly bless you and your families in these coming weeks! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Ted Prentice, Pastor 

YOUTH GROUP STARTS UP AGAIN, OCTOBER 9.  Middle school through high school.    

See Jason De Leon and Lisa Velazquez to register or email them at 

sjtwyouthministry@gmail.com. 

Watch this newsletter for upcoming details. 

ROSARY BOWL NW  Saturday, October 1  

East Salem Community Center, 9am-3pm   

Free parking and admission (free will offering accepted).  Carpooling encouraged.  For 

details go to: www.rosarybowlnw.org or email info@rosarybowlnw.org 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES OFFERED FOR 2022-2023  Confirmation classes will be offered 

this year for all regularly-attending St. Joseph the Worker parishioners.  High school teens and 

their parents will need to attend the classes on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month  

from 11:45-12:45.  The first class starts Sunday, October 30 in the school basement.   

https://www.bottledropcenters.com/
mailto:sjtwyouthministry@gmail.com
https://rosarybowlnw.org/
mailto:https://rosarybowlnw.org/
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The Face of St. Joseph the Worker:  Prayer and Prejudice 

 

Icy rain and hail pelted six-year-old Blanchette Villavicencio as she knocked and 

pounded the locked Nez Perce Indian Reservation school door.  Cold and wet, 

her dress soaked through, what started as a normal recess ended up shattered by 

frigid weather. Some of her classmates had already escaped to the classroom, but 

she was left outside.  Finally, she scurried from the door, seeking cover 

elsewhere.  When she spotted a group of classmates dash up, knock, and be 

allowed entry, Blanchette ran back but the door shut before she reached it.  

Again she drummed and even tried kicking but to no avail.   

  

Having attended Holy Cross School here in Portland for most of her first grade 

year, Blanchette knew a classroom to be a wondrous place where she could 

excel at reading and math.  People were kind, and the nuns taught everyone to 

love one another as Jesus loves us so, she definitely was not prepared for the 

bigoted hatred she experienced when the family moved to Lapwai, Idaho.  At 

such a young age, she was oblivious to differences in skin color.  Being a 

descendant of the Nez Perce tribe on her mother’s side, (and of Spanish ancestry 

from her father’s family) her mother escaped an abusive situation, by returning 

to the Idaho reservation. When she was finally seated in her classroom that day, 

wet and shivering, her teacher who was white, questioned the class, “Who was knocking so long and hard on the door?”  

Immediately, little Blanchette raised her hand thinking, now she’ll know how hard I tried to get in.  But, instead, she was 

punished.  This was her first lesson in racism.  Over the years, she has since faced further episodes, as any person not of 

Caucasian descent regrettably does in our country.  She has learned how to deal with the slights and slurs, even though the 

words still sting, just as the pelting hail stung so hard it left bruises on her little legs that day long ago.   

  

Blanchette’s family moved back to the Portland area where the rest of her schooling was more reasonable.  She enjoyed 

learning, especially math.  In middle school, she joined the band, playing both clarinet and alto sax.  One day in eighth grade, 

as she left practice, a cute boy passing her suddenly grabbed her and planted a quick kiss.  Blanchette was furious.  “I have a 

boyfriend!” she announced firmly.  The boy didn’t seem to care, but since he was not in any of her classes, she never saw him 

again anyway.  However, the memory of that kiss was to play on her mind for a long time.  She even woke up having 

dreamed of it when she was older and enmeshed in an abusive first marriage.  It just kept teasing her mind.   

 

Throughout Blanchette’s life, she has always been acutely aware of God’s presence.  At thirty-three, divorced, attractive and 

gaining a mature confidence, Blanchette accepted a receptionist position at the St. Vincent De Paul Downtown Chapel in 

Portland (now known as St. Andres Bissette Catholic Church).  With this job, she became well aware of challenges people 

faced in their lives.  And, since her brother and sister were in law enforcement, she developed more knowledge than most 

about the law. Her brother had even shown her a couple of self-defense techniques.  (Continued on page 5) 

RALPH MARTIN CONFERENCE 

St. Edward’s Church, Keizer, OR 

September 23 and 24 

Theme:  Living with Joy and Confidence in These Challenging Times 

Ralph Martin is an international speaker, President of Renewal Ministries, works with  

Sr. Ann Shields, Peter Herbeck, and Dr. Scott Hahn in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  His daily podcast is 

called, The Choices We Face.  See https://www.renewalministries.net. 

 

To register for the event, or for more information,  

go to tinyurl.com/Ralph-Martin. 

The conference is an onsite event as well as live streamed.   

Bishop Peter Smith will celebrate the opening Mass on Friday night.  

Dina Marie Hale from KBVM will emcee. 

Hotels in the area can accommodate for Friday night, if desired. 

 

Blanchette and Raleigh at a California St. 

Joseph church on a recent trip to Disneyland , 

celebrating their 18th anniversary.   

https://saintandrebessettepdx.org/
https://www.renewalministries.net/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dr-ralph-martin-conference-presented-by-woccr-st-edward-catholic-church-tickets-318247636247
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Please Pray for  

the Living... 

Rita Akin  7 

Bob Anderson  8 

Josiah Anthony 5 

Jackie Blanco  9 

Mike Bledsoe 5 

Charles Crouch  8 

Terry Francis  8 

Mark Gwyn & Family 6 

Kadin Landyke  8 

Bob Ladarre  7 

Pat Langdon  6 

Jake Mary 6 

Darlene McDonald 8 

The Ojukwu Family 6 

Ardie Ostrow  8 

Gary Pitra  8 

Veronica Rossete 6 

Linda Sampson  8 

Buzz & Mary Siefert 5 

Matthew&Amanda Smith 8 

Greg Westin  8 

Dawn Whitman 6 

 

Please Pray for the  

Souls of… 

Jim LeRoy Roberts 8/21/22 

Saint Joseph, foster 

father of God-made-

man,  I ask you to 

intercede for me.  See 

my pain, hear my 

cries.  As you 

protected Jesus and 

Mary, shelter me also.  

Bring me healing and 

the blessed peace of 

the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

FOR THESE WE 

PRAY 
Please keep the following 

PARISHIONERS, FAMILY,  

and FRIENDS in your 

 

HEALING WEEKENDS PROVIDE SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES AT SJTW 

Two Healing weekends in August provided parishioners and visitors the 

chance to hear words of wisdom and inspiration from Fr. Armando Lopez on 

August 12-14, and from Fr. Jose Maniyangat on August 26-28.  People flocked 

from all over the area to participate and experience  

the blessings of the Holy Spirit. 

Fr. Jose Maniyangat blesses Rosemary DeLeon 

while retreat leaders from our Vietnamese 

community pray with him. 

Fr. Ted Prentice blesses a participant 

of the August 26-28 retreat sponsored 

Fr. Armando Lopez speaks to a room full of youth 

about how healing confession is to our spirits.  The 

August 12-14 retreat was sponsored by Divino Salvador, 

a charitable organization headed by parishioner Betty 

Herrera. 

Lisa Velazquez pauses a moment in her 

duties as Divino Salvador youth retreat co-

coordinator, holding a statue of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe. 

Youth set up their tent for an 

activity. 

Will Rice prays with his  

foster son, Marc. 

http://www.frmaniyangathealingministry.com/
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The Face of St. Joseph the Worker:  Prayer and Prejudice 

Continued from page 3 

 

One day, as she strolled the sidewalk in downtown Portland during her break, a police 

car cruised by.  The officer inside rolled down his window and shouted at her to stop.  

He climbed out of the vehicle, asking for her I.D.  She walked over to the car believing 

he wanted her assistance, since her job frequently required her to provide support to 

area agencies, including police officers.  He asked for her I.D.  She replied, “If I haven't 

done anything wrong, I don’t have to show you my I.D.  What did I do?” He replied, 

ominously, “You’ll See.” At that, he grabbed her arm, twisted it behind her, slammed 

her against the car and cuffed her, removing her wallet and keys from her jeans 

pocket.  Shocked, Blanchette prayed to stay calm and avoid showing vulnerability 

though anger percolated through every cell of her body.  With the prayer, she 

instantly felt a peace and strength that she can only attribute to the Holy Spirit.   The 

officer forced her into the back seat and began driving. “What did I do?” she kept 

asking. A cold, “You know what you did,” was his only reply.  Blanchette soon 

realized they were heading toward the industrial area, where there had been multiple 

reports of police abusing women.  As he drove, he flipped through her wallet and 

discovered business cards that connected her to prominent members of law 

enforcement.  Realizing he had abducted someone who was more than he had bargained for, he turned around and drove her 

to a “cop shop,” a small police station downtown.  There, he tried to convince his fellow officers that she looked like a 

woman who was a “person of interest” from the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  In reality, the woman had no resemblance to her.  

As it turns out, Blanchette recognized a couple of the people in that small room. “Shame on you,” she admonished these 

colleagues.  “You know me because I work at the Down Town Chapel where you come all the time.”  Though they looked 

somewhat sheepish, she was detained anyway. 

 

While all of this was occurring, Stephanie Banka, a co-founder of Rose Haven, the next door 

women’s shelter, walked in. Discovering that Blanchette was in a precarious situation, she tried to 

intercede.  “You don’t know who you have here,” she admonished. Their reaction was to 

threaten to detain her also.  Stephanie left the station and immediately called Fr. Berg, 

Blanchette’s boss.  With Stephanie’s assistance and that of the Downtown Chapel,  Blanchette was 

released.  Relieved and shaking, she exited the station.  Immediately, members of Rose Haven 

surrounded her and escorted her into the sanctuary of the shelter.  There, she encountered a 

darkened room, glowing with candles.  Every woman in the shelter had been praying for her, 

many crying the tears she would not allow herself to shed.  They folded Blanchette in their arms 

and praised God for his mercy. 

 

Blanchette makes an effort to seek quiet times with God whenever she can.  One evening, Father Berg asked her to mail the 

office correspondence on her way home.  She agreed, but couldn’t find a mailbox nearby.  So, she decided to hike to the main 

post office downtown then take the later bus that stopped there.  As she sat on the bench waiting, she closed her eyes, and 

prayed, letting Him know she was open to whatever He had planned for her in this little divergence to her routine.  When the 

bus arrived, she located a seat near the front and began chatting with the driver.  Not long into the ride, a gentleman from the 

back walked up, leaned over, and said, “Hi, I’m Raleigh.  Do you remember me?”  It was the boy from eighth grade who had 

stolen a kiss in the hallway.  Surprised, but aware that this may be God’s plan, Blanchette engaged him in conversation.  He 

was on his way to an A.A. meeting, so he asked her to accompany him.  She replied, “Yes.” 

 

Raleigh began frequenting Mass at the Downtown Chapel, along with Blanchette. However, as the mother of five, she was 

reluctant to bring someone else into her life.  Her focus was on her children and her relationship with God.  Raleigh was 

persistent, however, even to the point of naming her as his spiritual adviser.  She tried declining this honor, but he countered 

with, “Too late.  I’ve already told my counselor.”  In the end, a transformed and sober Raleigh prevailed.  The two were 

married in a civil ceremony since Blanchette had yet to receive her annulment.  Then, on All Saint’s Day, 2003 Father John 

Amsberry married them here at Saturday evening Mass.  Blanchette had not taken her decision to re-marry lightly.  Having 

survived her first unfortunate relationship, she didn’t want to make a similar mistake.  However, while on a pilgrimage to 

Venezuela where she met Maria Esperanza Bianchini, now up for sainthood, she heard the clear message from God, “You will 

go back and be with Raleigh, and together you will be a light for others.”  After nearly nineteen years of marriage, raising eight 

children (five from Blancehtte’s previous marriage, one from Raleigh’s, and the twins from their life together) the two are still 

deeply in love.  Blanchette knew God was working in her life when He kept the memory of Raleigh’s eighth-grade kiss in her 

heart.  She comprehends on a deep, personal level that God guides her thoughts and actions, stirs her soul to understand what 

he wants.  “Sometimes,” she advises, “God’s words to us come like riddles.  It’s up to us to figure out what He wants.”   TFB 

The Morrison family: top, left to right:  

Robert, Dove, Blanchette, Scott, Raleigh, 

Zola, Brittany, Tenneh, Violette, & Talitha. 

Selfie of Blanchette and her  

91 year-old aunt who lives  

with the family.   
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https://rosehaven.org/
https://www.mariaesperanza.org/home-page/

