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WASHINGTON – The report begins 
dramatically, imploring its readers: 

“We, the members of  
this grand jury, need 
you to hear this.”

Plain and simple, 
at least 1,000 chil-
dren identified in the 
investigation were 
raped in Catholic 
places of  worship, in 
schools, and in dioc-
esan owned vehicles, 
and were “groomed” 

through diocesan programs and 
retreats so they could be molested, 
wrote members of  a 23-person grand 
jury who heard those accounts over 

a period of  almost two years of  an 
investigation of  clergy sex abuse said 

to have taken place in six dioceses 
in the state of  Pennsylvania over 70 

years. Their findings were unveiled 
Aug. 14.

“We believe the real number – of  
children whose records were lost or 
who were too afraid to come forward 
– is in the thousands,” the report 
said.

In almost 1,400 pages, they describe 
graphic accounts of  the abuse they 
say happened in the Catholic dioceses 
of  Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Allen-
town, Scranton, Greensburg and 
Erie.

They detail accounts they heard of  
boys and girls whose genitals were 
touched, who were raped or made 
to perform a variety of  sex acts. The 
report says one priest molested five 
girls in a family. In some cases the 

But we are not satisfied by the few charges we can bring, which rep-
resent only a tiny percentage of all the child abusers we saw. We are 
sick over all the crimes that will go unpunished and uncompensated. 
This report is our only recourse. We are going to name their names, 
and describe what they did – both the sex offenders and those who 
concealed them. We are going to shine a light on their conduct, 
because that is what the victims deserve. And we are going to 
make our recommendations for how the laws should change so that 
maybe no one will have to conduct another inquiry like this one.

If you have received a �ag honoring your loved one's military service and would like to donate it 
to the cemetery to be �own as part of an “Avenue of Flags" on Memorial Day, 4th of July and Veterans' Day,

please contact our o�ce for more details on our Flag Donation Program.

“Avenue of Flags”  
A personal way to honor your loved one’s patriotism to our country.

This program is open to everyone.  If you do not have a �ag to donate, you may make
a $125 contribution to the “Avenue of Flags” program to purchase a �ag.

For an appointment - 650.756.2060  |  www.holycrosscemteries.com  |Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, 1500 Mission Road, Colma, CA
650-756-2060
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Retired adults find new purpose 
as Ignatian Companions

chRistina GRay
CatholiC saN FraNCisCo

Mary Yanish wasn’t even one year 
into her retirement after a 40-year 
career as a licensed clinical social 
worker when she realized she still 
had work to do.

“I felt strongly when I retired that 
the main focus of  the last stage of  my 
life was my spiritual development,” 
said Yanish, a lifelong Catholic who 
had once dreamed of  being a contem-
plative nun.

Catholic San Francisco talked to 
Yanish Aug. 14 at St. Anne’s Home for 
the elderly run by the Little Sisters of  
the Poor. She was there to see Gerald 
Johns, a legally blind, formerly 
homeless man accurately nicknamed 
“Smiley,” who moved there with her 
help on Aug. 2.  Helping him get off 
the streets and navigate the practical 
and spiritual details of  his new life at 
age 68 is one part of  her journey as 
an Ignatian Companion.

Yanish became an Ignatian Com-
panion four years ago after she saw a 

US bishops 
to address 

scandal’s ‘moral 
catastrophe’ 

Julie asheR
CatholiC News serviCe

WASHINGTON – The president of  
the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bish-
ops Aug. 16 announced three key goals 
and a comprehensive plan to address 
the “moral catastrophe” of  the new 
abuse scandal hitting the U.S. church.

The plan “will involve the laity, lay 
experts, the clergy and the Vatican,” 
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of  Galves-
ton-Houston said. This plan will be 
presented to the full body of  bishops 
at their general assembly meeting in 
Baltimore in November.

He said the “substantial involve-
ment of  the laity” from law enforce-
ment, psychology and other disci-
plines will be essential to this process.

He also said that right now, it is 
clear that “one root cause” of  this 

(Photo by ChristiNa Gray/CatholiC saN FraNCisCo)
Mary Yanish, a St. Ignatius parishioner and retired social worker, right, talks to Gerald Johns, 
a homeless man whom she helped get off the streets and into a room at St. Anne’s Home in 
San Francisco. see bishop, PaGe 20

see report, PaGe 21

see companions, PaGe 24

Attorney General 
Josh Shapiro 

Report details rape of  children, culture of  secrecy that fanned it

An excerpt from Page 2 of the grand jury report 
on child abuse in six Pennsylvania dioceses.
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MICHAEL T. SWEENEY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

782A ULLOA STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94127

(415) 664-8810
www.mtslaw.info

  FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Donate Your Vehicle

1.800.574.0888

DONATE ONL INE
vehiclesforcharity.com

TAX DEDUCTION 
FOR YOUR

CAR, TRUCK 
or SUV

www.cotters.com                    cotters@cotters.com 

Church Goods & Candles                                                   Religious Gifts & Books 

Your Local Store: 
369 Grand Ave., S.San Francisco,650-583-5153 

 Near SF Airport  -  Exit 101 Frwy @ Grand 

5 locations in California 

Church Goods & Candles               Religious Gifts & Books 

369 Grand Ave., S.San Francisco 
Exit 101 Frwy @ Grand 

www.cotters.com - 650-583-5153 - cotters@cotters.com        

Your
 Local
 Store!
 

WILLIAM J. HANNA, Psy.D.
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST, PSY 22136 

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOTHERAPY
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7250 REDWOOD BLVD., SUITE 300 
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CELL: 415.747.1238
DRHANNA@DRWILLIAMHANNA.COM 

DRWILLIAMHANNA.COM

Need to kNow
POLICE AND FIRE BLUE MASS: 

The 71st Annual Police and Fire 
Mass will be celebrated Sept. 9, 
11 a.m., St. Monica Church, 24th 
Avenue and Geary Boulevard, San 
Francisco. A reception follows. The 
Mass welcomes people of all faiths 
and is dedicated to remembering 
and honoring the ultimate sacrifice 
made by the police officers and 
firefighters of San Francisco. 

ST. PATRICK’S SEMINARY GALA:  
St. Patrick’s Seminary will honor 
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio and 
the Archdiocese for the Military Ser-
vices, Sept. 29, at the school, 320 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park. The 
evening includes vespers, 4:30 p.m.; 
tours and cocktails, 5 p.m.; dinner 
6 p.m. with a program and silent 
auction until 8:30 p.m. For ticket in-
formation, contact John Callan, (650) 
325-5621; advancement@stpsu.edu.

70TH ANNIVERSARY: San Francis-
co’s St. Gabriel School celebrates 
its 70th anniversary Oct. 13 with 
events beginning at 3 p.m. includ-
ing an alumni Mass at 5 p.m., and 
receptions with free appetizers and 
non-alcoholic beverages, and a no-
host bar. Visit www.stgabrielsf.com 
or email rsvp70@stgabrielsf.com.

Archbishop cordileoNe’s schedule

AUG. 22-SEPT. 3: Retreat and 
Priestly ordinations, Nigeria

SEPT. 5: Chancery meetings

SEPT. 6: Catholic Charities board 
meeting

SEPT. 7: Cabinet and chancery 
meetings; Priest Personnel board 
dinner

SEPT. 8: Profession of vows Mass, 
Kensington Carmel

SEPT. 9: 50th Anniversary Mass, St. 
Andrew, 12:30 p.m.

SEPT. 10: Sacred Heart Cathedral 
Prep board meeting; chancery 
meetings

SEPT. 12: Chancery meetings

SEPT. 13: Presbyteral Council and 
chancery meetings

Legal professionals to gather for annual Red Mass 
Attorneys and other members of  

the legal profession 
will gather Sept. 
27, 5:30 p.m., at San 
Francisco’s Sts. Peter 
and Paul Church for 
the Red Mass. The 
liturgy, which origi-
nated in the Middle 
Ages, is celebrated 
at the opening of  the 
court year seeking 

“blessing and guidance for judges, 
attorneys, law school professors, 
law students, government officials, 

and others involved in the legal and 
justice systems, and indeed for all who 
seek justice,” the St. Thomas More So-
ciety said on its website. Archbishop 
Salvatore J. Cordileone is principal 
celebrant. Archbishop Timothy P. 
Broglio, Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, is homilist. Archbishop Bro-
glio and the military archdiocese will 
be honored Sept. 29 at St. Patrick’s 
Seminary 2018 Gala in Menlo Park.

The annual St. Thomas More Award 
is presented at the Mass, this year 
to Thomas Brandi, a trial attorney 
and managing partner of  The Brandi 

Law Firm. “As a proud native of  San 
Francisco, he is active in the local 
community and a steadfast supporter 
of  local Catholic education institu-
tions,” the society said on its website. 
“Mr. Brandi has represented disad-
vantaged individuals and Catholic 
organizations throughout his career 
and serves as an example and inspira-
tion to local Catholic lawyers.”

Brandi told Catholic San Fran-
cisco: “It is an extraordinary honor 
to receive this incredible award. It is 

Thomas Brandi

Letter to the faithful
My Dear People of  the Archdiocese of  San Francisco,

The recent reports of  episcopal negligence and malfea-
sance in the face of  clerical sexual 
abuse, coupled with some reports 
of  bishops themselves guilty of  
sexual predation, have reopened old 
wounds and inflicted new ones on 
victims, their families, the Catholic 
faithful at large, and indeed, the 
larger society. This has been further 
fueled by a spirit of  raw ambition 
on the part of  some, who will stop at 
nothing to advance their careers and 
climb the ecclesial corporate ladder 
over investing themselves in serving 
the people of  God. Such behavior on 
the part of  Church leaders is despi-
cable, reprehensible, and absolutely 
unbecoming of  a man of  God.

I have emphasized this point to the seminarians of  our 
Archdiocese in my recent summer meetings with them, and 
made it very clear that their vocation as diocesan priests 
is to serve God’s people where they are most needed in our 
local church. This was not difficult to do. I am inspired by 
their purity of  motivation, their great love for Christ and 
his Church, and their desire to be faithful servant leaders.

I have been in conversation with the administration at 
St. Patrick Seminary, who have conducted a review of  
their policies on issues involving sexual abuse and harass-
ment. While the policies are thorough, I intend to discuss 
with the Seminary and its Board of  Trustees ideas on how 
to more effectively implement these policies and ensure 
that they are followed. I intend to do the same with regard 
to the policies of  the Archdiocese with my Cabinet at the 
Pastoral Center. These policies, and information on how to 
report abuse, are available on our Archdiocesan website 
(https://sfarchdiocese.org/protecting-children).

While attending to policies and procedures is neces-
sary, by itself  it is really superficial. What is called for at 
this time is penance in reparation for sins against faith 
and morals. This is how we keep the righteous indigna-
tion that so many of  us feel at this time from becoming an 
anger that divides the Body of  Christ. 

Last year, in response to a request from some of  the 
faithful of  our Archdiocese, I consecrated the Archdiocese 
to the Immaculate Heart of  Mary. This was on the occa-
sion of  the 100th anniversary of  the apparitions of  our 
Lady at Fatima. At that time, I asked our people to live this 
consecration by observing what our Blessed Mother asked 
of  us there. I now ask our priests and people to engage in 
prayer, penance and adoration as an act of  reparation for 
sins against chastity and the reverence due to the Blessed 
Sacrament, in accordance with our Lady’s wishes.

I repeat here what I asked of  you then, and implore you 
even more earnestly to join me in:
•  Praying the rosary daily – and for families, to pray the 

rosary as a family at least once a week;
•  Practicing Friday penance by abstaining from eating 

meat and one other additional act of  fasting (e.g., another 
form of  food or drink, or skipping a meal);
•  Spending one hour of  adoration before the Blessed 

Sacrament at least once a week.
After consulting with the Presbyteral Council of  the 

Archdiocese and my Cabinet, moreover, I will designate 
a day when together we will make an act of  reparation, 
and how that will be conducted. While I pledge to attend 
to policies and their observance, we all must be engaged 
at this time on the spiritual level. Without prayer, penance 
and adoration in reparation for the horrendous sins ram-
pant in our Church for very many years now, any efforts 
of  the temporal order will be meaningless.

In the meantime, I ask you, our people to stay close to 
your parish priest. Our priests make great sacrifices to 
serve their people with generosity and compassion. They 
are there for you, attentive to providing you pastoral 
care. I am grateful to them for their labors in the Lord’s 
vineyard, and pray that the divine assistance may be with 
them as they minister to you during this time of  crisis.

Sincerely yours in our Lord,

Most Reverend Salvatore J. Cordileone
Archbishop of  San Francisco

aRchbishop 
salVatoRe J. 
coRdileone

see reD mass, PaGe 24
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Nancy Kline (650) 389-5787 • www.ca-mentor.com

Impact on the Lives of Others…
Call Today - Earn $1,200 to $3,000 monthly.

Part-Time or Supplemental Income Oppurtunity.
A spare bedroom is required to apply.

California MENTOR is Seeking
Persons to host individuals with Special Needs

In the Comfort of Your Own Home

Sacrament Preparation for Persons with Special Needs
Do you have a young person who needs sacraments? The Archdiocese of   
San Francisco has classes for preparation of  Baptism, First Communion,  

Confirmation and Reconciliation. Classes are held throughout the archdiocese.

We offer programs that are main-streamed and those specialized 
classes depending on the needs of  the student. Classes begin in October  

and are designed for the unique needs of  the student. 
Teachers are trained  and willing to work with you for the sacraments.

Places: ThroughouT The archdiocese. call for locaTions and Times.

Please contact the office of  Faith Formation for registration
Janet Fortuna • fortuna@sfarch.org

Sr. Celeste Arbuckle, SSS • arbucklec@sfarch.org
415.614.5652

We are thankful to the San Francisco Knights of  Columbus 
for their support of  this important program.

Accompany Our Lady of Sorrows at the foot of the Cross, 
easing her suffering and the suffering of our poorest brothers and sisters. 

Come Join Us at 
Our Lady’s Ministry’s  

15th Annual Fundraiser 
When: September 15, 2018 

Where: SDES Hall 
30846 Watkins St.  

Union City, Ca 94587 
Doors open at 3:30pm 

Adults: Before 8/31: $40 After 8/31: $45 
Ages 7-11: Before 8/15: $20 After 8/15: $25 

Priests & Deacons: No Charge 
Ages 6 and under: No Charge 

Video Presentation| Silent & Live Auction 
 Paella and Chicken Dinner|Raffles   

Live Entertainment 

Special Guests 
Bishop Luis Morao  

El Salvador 

Monsignor Guillermo Inca 
representing 

Archbishop Salvador Piñeiro 
Lima, Peru 

Fr. Rudy Alumam 
Ghana, Africa

Register by Phone at  
(415) 467-4747 or Online at 
www.ourladysministry.org 

All proceeds will go to help OLM’s 
missions around the world to help the 

poor. May God bless you  
for your generosity.

New looks, new lives: Fashion night supports Vincentian program
nicholas WolFRam smith

CatholiC saN FraNCisCo

Couture and courage appeared 
together Aug. 15 in Menlo Park at 
Twilight Fashion Show, a fundraiser 
for a women’s center funded by the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society of  San 
Mateo County. In front of  a large 
and appreciative crowd, women from 
SVdP’s Catherine Center program 
took to the runway to model fash-
ionable clothing and how their lives 
have changed. 

Catherine Center, now in its 15th 
year, is a privately funded faith-based 
program that helps recently incarcer-
ated women change their lives as they 
transition back into society. Through 
counseling, drug and alcohol treat-
ment, and education, its residents are 
able to identify how they ended up 
with their past and what they want to 
create in their future. 

After a happy hour, the empower-
ment and strength the center has 
nurtured in its residents was in full 
display on the runway, set up in 
the courtyard of  Trinity Church in 
Menlo Park. “We Will Rock You” was 
the opening song in the evening’s 
program, with residents and staff of  
the center modeling looks ranging 
from jungle print jumpsuits to eve-
ning gowns. The crowd clapped and 
cheered the women, all of  whom wore 
items that had been donated to SVdP 
thrift stores in San Mateo County. 

The lighthearted and joyful evening 
did not disguise the serious work at 
the heart of  Catherine Center. After 
the fashion show, two of  its residents 
sat down for an on-stage interview 
with Kim Selby, the event’s impresa-
rio. While Katrina and Isabel (their 
names have been changed in this 

article to protect their privacy) came 
from very different upbringings, both 
had encountered early on drug use, 
broken families and deep unhappi-
ness. 

When Katrina heard about Cath-
erine Center from her probation of-
ficer, she told the crowd, she was in “a 
hardened spiritual place.” Guilt and 
shame over the direction of  her life 
left her feeling “paralyzed,” she said, 
and she prayed for death. Through 
living at Catherine Center, she was 
able “to do a lot of  work spiritually, 
emotionally, mentally and physically 
to recover.” 

Isabel said that as someone who had 

used drugs since 16, she never hoped 
she could change until she arrived at 
Catherine Center. 

“They have given me a life that I 
never thought would be possible,” she 
said. 

The outlook for those returning to 
society after being incarcerated can 
be bleak. The California State Bud-
get for 2018-2019 has directed more 
funds toward in-prison rehabilitative 

programming, and to employment 
for ex-offenders. But the most recent 
data from the California Department 
of  Corrections and Rehabilitation 
found that 46 percent of  ex-offenders 
released between 2012 and 2013 were 
convicted of  a new crime within three 
years. 

Mercy Sister Marguerite Buchanan, 
one of  several visionaries who helped 
start SVdP’s Catherine Center, told 
Catholic San Francisco that seeing 
the same faces leave and return to 
prison provided a significant impulse 
to establishing the center 

“They always came back,” she said. 
“They just couldn’t make it.” 

Some 135 women have successfully 
completed the program since it began 
in 2003. Sister Marguerite said the 
key to their success was the uncon-
ditional love offered by the center’s 
staff and volunteers. 

“We empower women to become 
the people we know they can be,” she 
said. 

Selby told Catholic San Francisco 
the fashion show was “transforma-
tive” for residents, who become much 
more confident in themselves, and 
said event attendees recognized “the 
courage those women have to get up 
in front of  a crowd and show off.” 

Sister Marguerite said her favorite 
part of  the Twilight Fashion Show 
was seeing the residents bring out the 
best in themselves. 

“Some of  them are real hams, and 
some of  them are shy,” she said. “We 
love them in every way.”

(Photo by NiCholas wolFraM sMith/CatholiC saN FraNCisCo) .
From left, Krissy Lagomarsino, Kim Selby and Vivian Clausing are pictured Aug. 15 at the 
Twilight Fashion Show, a fundraiser for a women’s center funded by the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society of San Mateo. Lagomarsino is director of marketing and communications at SVdP San 
Mateo and Vivian Clausing is program director for the society’s Catherine Center program to 
help recently incarcerated women start a new path in life.

www.ca-mentor.com
mailto:fortuna@sfarch.org
mailto:arbucklec@sfarch.org
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As we move hurriedly into a new 
school year, let’s 
take a moment to 
remember the many 
educators who have 
served in our Catho-
lic schools and have 
now gone to God.

Marian Connelly, 
principal of  St. Ceci-
lia School who died 
in April, was a light 

among them. Marian’s sister-in-law 
Lucy Mulkerrins remembers her here. 

As the new school year approaches, 
Marian Mulkerrins Connelly, who was 
a fixture at St. Cecilia School for near-
ly 50 years, most recently as principal 
for the past six years, will be fondly 
remembered by the parish along with 
her family and friends. Sadly she 
passed away in April at the age of  56. 
Her presence at St. Cecilia will be sore-
ly missed as she spent nearly all of  her 
life there in various roles: a student, 
volunteer, student teacher, coordina-
tor of  the confirmation program, 
teacher of  grade six, Room 22 for 29 
years and finally principal. Marian 
and her husband Eddie were also St. 
Cecilia parents, when their daughter 
Sheila was a student there. 

Marian was often the first one at 
school in the morning and the last one 
to leave. She was a shining example 
of  what it means to be a dedicated and 
caring educator. With enthusiasm, 
she consistently attended sporting 
events, shows, concerts, and parish 
gatherings. Even during her illness 
when she had many medical appoint-
ments and challenging treatments, 
she continued to work. Her school 
community, family and friends were 
of  the utmost importance in her life. 

St. Cecilia Church overflowed with 
people of  all ages at both her rosary 
and funeral, a true testament to the 

positive impact Marian had on count-
less lives. Marian is reunited with 
her father, Redmond, and survived 
by her devoted husband Eddie, loving 
daughter Sheila, mother Sally Mulk-
errins, and brothers, Rich, John and 
Mike Mulkerrins and their families. 

The family is especially thankful to 
all who shared wonderful stories of  
how Marian helped, encouraged and 
inspired so many. Marian’s legacy 
and her love of  learning will live on 
in the new STEAM Lab (science, tech-
nology, engineering, art, math) at the 

school. For more information about 
the Marian Connelly Fund please 
check this link: www.gofundme.com/
marian-connelly-foundation. Little 
did Msgr. Harold Collins, pastor of  St. 
Cecilia’s for 30 years, know that when 
he coined the phrase, “the finest, the 
greatest, and the best” to describe the 
school, it would truly capture who 
Marian Connelly was.

My great thanks to Lucy for her 
beautiful thoughts about Marian and 
the bells that Marian’s qualities ring 
for all of  us as we recall teachers and 
administrators who have helped us 
and our children along the way. May 
this school year be a blessed one. 

LOTSA’ THANKS: As we close in 
on a new school year, let me toss a 
few hats off to the women and men 
who get the word out for our Catholic 
high schools: Victoria Terheyden, 
Archbishop Riordan; Elias Feld-
man, Convent & Stuart Hall; Andrea 
Manchester, ICA Cristo Rey; Clarissa 
Mendiola, Sacred Heart Cathedral; 
Tom Murphy, St. Ignatius College 
Prep; Roxanne Civarello, Marin 
Catholic; Antonia Ehlers, Serra; 
Briana Daley, Mercy, Burlingame; 
George Retelas, Notre Dame Belmont; 
Elizabeth Nixon, Sacred Heart Prep, 
Atherton; Kelly Sargent, Woodside 
Priory. Thanks, too, to the many who 
have preceded them in media posts in 
years past 

A heap of  what goes on in this col-
umn is thanks to them all.

And don’t forget that the usually 
more than full plates of  these commu-
nications directors are often stacked 
with other operations at the schools 
including yearbook, school newspa-
per and general media relations. 

Welcomes are in order for the new 
kids on the block: Tom Murphy, SI; 
Andrea Manchester, ICA Cristo Rey; 
George Retelas, Notre Dame Belmont; 
Elizabeth Nixon, Sacred Heart Prep.

NEW LOOK: They have redone the 
lobby of  the Pastoral Center. The 
new arrangement includes a multi-
colored rug, five handsome chairs 
and a solid, silver coffee table that 
at first glance made me think that 
maybe God had lost a filling. 

Email items and 
electronic pictures 
– hi-res jpegs – to 

burket@sfarch.org or mail to Street, One 
Peter Yorke Way, San Francisco 94109. 
Include a follow-up phone number. 
Street is toll-free. Reach me at (415) 
614-5634; email burket@sfarch.org. 

PROMOTED: Congratulations to Ellen Hammerle, recently named 
Catholic Charities’ Senior Division Director. Ellen, an attorney, psychologist 
and licensed marriage and family counselor, “will oversee the agency’s 
portfolio of more than 30 programs and hundreds of staff,” Catholic 
Charities said in a statement. Ellen’s 20 years with Charities has given her 
“the insight, breadth, depth, and understanding of client, staff, program, 
and partner needs,” Charities said. Ellen has also played a role in secur-
ing funding for the agency’s work and will continue in those efforts. “In 
my new role, I am eager to continue my contributions to the health and 
success of our agency, staff, clients, and community,” Ellen said. 
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* Assisted Living * 24 Hour Monitoring
* Comfortable Private or Semi-Private Suites

* Beautiful San Francisco Views * Enchanting Garden
David R. Wall – Director

 www.buenavistamanorhouse.com

HELPLINES FOR  
CLERGY/CHURCH SEXUAL ABUSE VICTIMS

(415) 614-5506 This number is answered by Rocio Rodriguez, 
 Archdiocesan Pastoral Outreach Coordinator. 
 This is a secured line and is answered only 
 by Rocio Rodriguez.

(415) 614-5503 If you wish to speak to a non-archdiocesan  
 employee please call this nunmber. 
 This is also a secured line and is answered  
 only by a victim survivor.

Trusted name in home care
BETTER HEALTH CARE
In-Home care for seniors. Hourly & 24 hr. live-in. 

Hygiene assistance. Meal Preparation. Light 
housekeeping. Errands/shopping. Low rates/free 
assessment. Bonded & insured. Free 1st day off.

415-960-7881 /925-330-4760/ 650-580-6334

New school 
year good time 
to remember 

missed 
educators

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Lorraine and Carl Rollandi, who married at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church Aug. 9, 1953, celebrated 65 years of marriage with Mass at Mercy Center Chapel, Burlingame. 
They have been parishioners of Our Lady of Angels, Burlingame, for 52 years. “We feel grateful and blessed 
for our love and for our amazing family and friends,” Lorraine and Carl told me in a note to this column.

Marian Connelly

mailto:circulation.csf%40sfarchdiocese.org?subject=
www.gofundme.com/marian
www.gofundme.com/marian
mailto:burket@sfarch.org
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Reverse Mortgage Lending 
Limit is NOW $679,650!

CALL Me! I’m Local.
650.523.9997

www.ReverseManDan.com

If you are a Homeowner 62+ you 
may be Entitled to More Money!

Dan Casagrande, Harvard MBA

Also, our Jumbo Reverse Mortgage
may offer you more money than

a FHA reverse mortgage!

Borrower must maintain property as primary residence and remain current on 
property taxes and insurance.
Dan Casagrande, NMLS ID 561104. Synergy One Lending, Inc. d/b/a/ Re rement Funding 
Solu ons NMLS 1025894. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the 
California Residen al Mortgage Lending Act – California License 4131356. Borrower must 
maintain property as primary residence and remain current on property taxes and 
insurance. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and the document was not 
approved by HUD, FHA or any Government Agency. 
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Priest-columnist: ‘The Eucharist will save us’
chRistina GRay

CatholiC saN FraNCisCo

Writer and speaker Father Ron 
Rolheiser told a group of  about 150 
people at St. Agnes Parish Aug. 11 
that the Eucharist is Catholicism’s 
“one great act of  fidelity” to Jesus.

“In the 2,000 years since Christ left, 
we haven’t ever really been faithful to 
him,” said Father Rolheiser, a mem-
ber of  the Oblates of  Mary Immacu-
late. He paraphrased the words of  
the British theologian Father Ronald 
Knox (1888-1957) in introducing the 
day’s two-part talk sponsored by the 
Archdiocese of  San Francisco’s Office 
of  Consecrated Life.

“Truth be told, we don’t turn the 
other cheek; truth be told, we don’t 
love our enemies; truth be told, we 
don’t live out the Sermon on the 
Mount,” Father Rolheiser said. “But 
truth be told, we have been faithful in 
one great way: Jesus gave us the Eu-
charist and said do this until I come 
back and for 2,000 years we’ve kept it 
going.”

Father Rolheiser, whose weekly 
column is carried in more than 50 
newspapers including Catholic San 
Francisco, is president of  the Oblate 
School of  Theology in San Antonio, 
Texas. 

His morning talk at St. Agnes and 
afternoon session at St. Pius Church 
in Redwood City were free and open 
to the public.

He spoke to the St. Agnes audience 
about what he called, “the multidi-
mensional reality” of  the Eucharist. 
He described the Eucharist as “God’s 
physical embrace,” as an intensifica-
tion of  our unity within the body of  
Christ, as a sacrament of  reconcilia-
tion, as a sustaining ritual for health, 
as a communal ritual of  expectation 
and more. 

Jesus taught us a lot of  things but 
left us only one ritual, he said. “He 
didn’t give us the church for the pur-
pose of  the Eucharist. Jesus gave us 

the Eucharist for the purpose of  the 
church.” 

Catholics believe in the real pres-
ence of  Christ in the Eucharist but 
can have a hard time comprehending 
that Jesus is also present inside the 
body of  believers sharing the eucha-
ristic meal, Father Rolheiser said. 

“This is really important,” he said. 
“We don’t represent the body of  
Christ, we don’t replace the body of  
Christ. We are in fact the mystical 
body of  Christ.”

A community, like the elements of  
bread and wine, is transubstantiated 
through the Eucharist, becoming the 
actual body and blood of  Christ, Fa-
ther Rolheiser said. “When we come 
to the Eucharist we open ourselves up 
to transformation,” he said. 

Father Rolheiser underscored the 
“shocking, raw, physical character” 
of  the Eucharist.

“All sacraments, and the Eucha-
rist is the primary sacrament, give 
concrete flesh to God,” he said. “The 
Eucharist is God’s physical kiss.” 

Unlike angels, which are pure 
spirit, human persons are made of  
flesh, Father Rolheiser said.

“Flesh needs more than spirit, flesh 
needs touch,” he said, noting that all 

the sacraments but especially the Eu-
charist connect us to God through the 
physical realm – water, bread, wine, oil. 

He told a humorous story about 
the Ursuline Sisters who taught his 
catechism classes growing up in Sas-
katchewan, Canada. The sisters said 
to him that if  there were ever a day he 
could not go to Mass, he could make a 
“spiritual communion.” 

“It’s a beautiful, pious thought,” he 
said, noting first his gratitude to the 
teaching order, “but that’s like imag-
ining being kissed. It’s not much.”

During a brief  question-and-answer 
period, an audience member asked 
the impact of  revelations of  clergy 
sexual abuse on the church and the 
sacramental life of  Catholics.

Father Rolheiser said the scandals 
have “rocked the faith of  an awful lot 
of  people” but added that he believes 
the biggest source of  hurt is a person-
al experience with the “harshness” 
and “judgment” of  the church.

Father Rolheiser noted a recent 
Pew poll of  university students whose 
overwhelming first choice of  words 
to describe “church” were negative 
ones. He said he looks with hope to-
ward the pastoral leadership of  Pope 
Francis with his message of  mercy 
and reconciliation. 

He also encouraged his audience 
and their families to stay faithful to 
the Eucharist. 

“In the end, the Eucharist will save 
us,” he said. 

(Photo Courtesy sister virGiNia KiNG, PbvM)
Father Ron Rolheiser is pictured at the Presentation Sisters’ convent in San Francisco during 
a talk he gave Aug. 12 on “Religious Life Today.” More than 100 women and men religious at-
tended. Father Rolheiser gave talks Aug. 11 at St. Agnes and St. Pius churches. 
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New leaders take posts at archdiocesan schools 
tom buRKe

CatholiC saN FraNCisCo

elementaRy school pRincipals
Deborah Farrington

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, Redwood City
Deborah Farrington is delighted to continue her 

career as the principal of  Our Lady of  Mount Car-
mel School. She spent the last 17 years at Sacred 
Heart Schools, Atherton as a global studies and 
math teacher and founding director of  Global Edu-
cation, building an international student exchange 
program. She holds a doctorate in education, focus-
ing on human rights education, from University 
of  San Francisco, as well as degrees from Stanford 
and Harvard. Farrington recently walked the 
Camino de Santiago in Spain and shared that she 
“hopes to bring the joy of  faith, learning, service, 
community, and personal growth to OLMC.”

Mary McKeever
St. Philip School, San Francisco

I have been teaching in Catholic schools for 26 
years, the last 11 of  which have been at St. Philip 
the Apostle School. There, I taught fifth Grade, and, 
for the past two years, was vice-principal.

Growing up in a Catholic family in Ireland, faith 
was always central to our lives. We were taught the 
importance of  values such as kindness and respect. 
These values were reinforced in the Catholic schools 
I attended. For me, there was never a discrepancy 
between what was passed down at home, and what 
was instilled in us at school. Today, I see those same 
values being taught in Catholic school. And I see the 
influence these have on our children, as we teach 
them to navigate their way through challenges and 
the pressures of  growing up in a world that is not 
perfect. I believe that Catholic schools nurture our 
young people into becoming their best selves, and 
people of  compassion and love.

angela Hadsell
St. Patrick School, Larkspur

Angela Hadsell, a product of  lifelong Catholic 
education, has worked at St. Patrick School for the 
past 20 years. She began her career as a teacher’s 
aide and upon receiving her credential and masters 
in education from the University of  San Francisco, 
taught first grade for six years and then taught math 
at both elementary and junior high levels for the 
past 11 years. “Community is the heart of  Catholic 
schools,” she said. “I feel blessed to be the princi-
pal of  St. Patrick School, where parents, teachers, 
students, and the parish community live out their 
faith and show compassion for one another. We are a 
community committed to faith and excellence, using 
the gifts and talents that God has given our students 
to guide them in developing 21st-century skills of  
innovation, collaboration, and problem-solving.”

Jessica Patti
Nativity School, Menlo Park

I am entering my 19th year in education and hold 
a masters of  education in school leadership from 
Harvard University and an undergraduate degree in 
anthropology and English from Tulane University.

I have taught and served as dean of  students at 
schools in California and Texas. I chose to be an 
educator to aid students in being curious, engaged, 
creative, passionate, and independent. I want to 
instill in my students a love of  learning, strength 

of  character, and respect for their environment. 
The purpose of  a Catholic Education is to educate 
students to become exceptional servant-leaders 
who love God and serve others for a public, moral 
purpose while immersing students in a joyful, 
engaging scholastic environment that encourages 
empathy and compassion through the theology and 
social teachings of  the Catholic Church. By culti-
vating young people of  faith who are thoughtful 
and inquisitive in their practice, we reinforce the 
interdependence necessary for exceptional leader-
ship and powerful social change.

robert Pheatt
St. Isabella School, San Rafael

Robert Pheatt, in addition to being an alumnus 
of  St. Isabella School, has been working there for 
the past 15 years. He completed his undergraduate 
studies at Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas 
and received his credential and masters at Domini-
can University of  California in San Rafael. He has 
spent 33 years of  his life as a student and educator 
in Catholic Schools. He is looking forward to “con-
tinuing to work in such a fabulous faith community 
and continuing the academic excellence that St. 
Isabella prides itself  on” and he “feels so fortunate 
to be a part of  a faculty and staff that are one of  the 
best around.”

valerie Mattei
St. Raymond School, Menlo Park

I have been an educator for 12 years, and served the 
St. Raymond’s community as the first grade teacher, 
student council moderator, and director of  Campus 
Life. I hold an undergraduate degree in English 
from Sacramento State, a multiple subject teaching 
credential, and a graduate degree in school admin-
istration from Notre Dame de Namur University, 
Belmont. Education was a natural choice. My mother 
has been a Catholic educator for over 30 years, and 
I was always fond of  helping in her classroom. The 
driving force in Catholic education is answering the 
call to serve. By serving others our Church family ac-
tively develops empathy, gratitude, and a respect for 
all people. Catholic educators model Jesus’ teachings 
and help create a community of  dedicated stewards 
living out our faith in our everyday interactions.

David gallagher
Star of the Sea School, San Francisco

I have been an educator who has been dedicated 
to student achievement for over 20 years. I began 

my educational career teaching English in a public 
high school, then spent 16 years teaching students 
in the Archdiocese of  San Francisco at the middle 
school level. For the last five years, in addition to 
serving as the eighth grade homeroom teacher, I 
have also been supporting students, families, and 
educational professionals as the assistant principal 
in charge of  testing and student activities. I have 
a bachelor of  speech communication from San 
Francisco State University and a masters of  edu-
cational administration from National University 
in La Jolla. I believe that all students are capable 
of  learning at the highest level possible and Star 
of  the Sea’s educational system will provide our 
students with the skills needed to be successful in 
our global economy. 

Sarah currier
Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires, San Francisco

Sarah Currier has served as a teacher in Catholic 
schools for 11 years and is currently pursuing a 
graduate degree in educational leadership from the 
University of  Notre Dame. Throughout her career, 
she has helped to improve Catholic identity within 
schools, written course curriculum, and has helped 
to develop a wide range of  programs from diagnos-
tic tracking systems for students, to programs that 
aim to empower parents as the primary educators 
of  their children. She is looking forward to being 
able to use the gifts God has given her in order to 
further the mission of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  
Orange and the Marist Fathers as she serves Ecole 
Notre Dame des Victoires.

secondaRy schools
george v. Fornero, principal,

ICA Cristo Rey, San Francisco
George Fornero holds a postgraduate degree in 

education from Loyola University, Chicago. He 
has served as chief  academic officer of  Chicago’s 
Cristo Rey Network, and superintendent of  schools 
in Highland, Illinois and Ann Arbor, Michigan. He 
has also held additional educational leadership 
posts in Illinois and Michigan. He holds admin-
istrative certification in states including Illinois, 
Connecticut, New Jersey and Michigan.

Melinda Lawlor Skrade, president,
Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory, San Francisco
Melinda Lawlor Skrade holds a doctorate in 

educational policy and leadership from Marquette 
University where she also completed undergradu-
ate and graduate work.

Her experience includes 20 years of  service as an 
instructor at the high school, college and graduate 
levels with more than a decade of  service as presi-
dent at Pius XI Catholic High School in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. “My family comes from an Irish immi-
grant past and the value of  Catholic education was 
emphasized as lifelong, transformative, and part 
of  your formation in service as a leader in the lives 
of  others,” she told Catholic San Francisco. “As 
Catholic School leaders, we must be dedicated to 
making Catholic education as affordable as possible 
for the students and families. I believe that Catholic 
education should be innovative and immediately 
transferable to life opportunities.”

Valerie Mattei David Gallagher Sarah Currier George V. Fornero Melinda Lawlor Skrade

Deborah Farrington Mary McKeever Angela Hadsell Jessica Patti Robert Pheatt
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October 4, 2018 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 

of San Francisco is excited to announce 
this year’s Brennan Award Dinner, 

honoring Fire Chief Joanne Hayes-White. 
The event will take place at the Hilton San Francisco 
Union Square. Individual tickets are priced at $200  
with availability for event sponsorship. For more 
information please visit our website: https://svdp-sf.org/ 
get-involved/events/ or contact Lisa Handley at 
lhandley@svdp-sf.org or by phone at (415) 757-6560.
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Saint Padre Pio !
Comes to the 

Archdiocese of !
San Francisco !

 Star of the Sea Parish!
in Sausalito !

180 Harrison Avenue, Sausalito


Schedule:	  
Saturday,	  September	  8,	  2018	  	  	  	  

Venera(on: 	  8:00a.m.	  to	  4:30p.m.	  
	   	  Mass: 	   	  5:00p.m.	  

	  
Sunday,	  September	  9,	  2018	  	  	  

	  	  	  Venera(on: 	  8:00a.m.	  to	  12	  noon	  	  
	   	  Masses: 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7:30a.m.	  and	  9:30a.m.	  

	  
Event	  parking	  available	  @	  West	  America	  Bank	  Plaza,	  3	  Harbor	  Drive,	  Sausalito	  
(across	  the	  street	  from	  Mollie	  Stone’s)	  with	  shuSle	  van	  service	  to	  the	  church.	  	  
Church	  lot	  reserved	  for	  handicap	  parking	  only.	  	  
	  
Please	  help	  us	  plan	  a	  successful	  venera(on	  by	  making	  a	  reserva(on	  (op(onal)	  
@	  hSps://padre-‐pio-‐relics-‐sausalito.eventbrite.com	  
	  
	  

Come	  and	  venerate	  the	  official	  relics	  of	  
Saint	  Padre	  Pio	  of	  Pietralcina,	  on	  the	  
occasion	  of	  the	  commemora(on	  of	  the	  
50th	  anniversary	  of	  his	  passing.	  

“Saint Francis/Pope Francis” 
with Fr. Charles Talley OFM, 10/5-10/7

Embodied Prayer with Kaleo & Elise Ching and
Steve Harms, 10/6

Free!  Working Retreat with J. Gardner &
Fr. Rusty Shaughnessy OFM, 10/7-11

Retreat into the Life of St. Francis of Assisi
with spiritual director David Elliott

Sharing Stories with St. Francis 
on 10/5

Extended Retreat with St. Francis 
begins 11/2-4

More information or to register  
710 Highland Dr., Danville 925-837-9141

Visit us at  sandamiano.org

SAN DAMIANO RETREAT

Serving the Bay Area 
High Quality Home 

Care Since 1996

Attendant    CNA    Respite Care
415-759-0520   |   www.irishhelpathome.com

HCO License #384700001

IrishHelpAtHome

Group for Catholic business elite to charter SF chapter
lidia WasoWicz

CatholiC saN FraNCisCo

For members of Legatus, every day is take God to 
work day.

The company owners and executives belonging to 
the one-of-a-kind organization for Catholic business 
leaders never leave home without their beliefs so they 
can spread the wealth of Christ’s teachings to their col-
leagues, co-workers and communities.

The Michigan-based group founded 31 years ago by 
intrepid entrepreneur Tom Monaghan is adding 35 
San Francisco Bay Area industrialists and spouses to 
its North American roster of some 5,500 corporate elite 
and their mates.

Years in the making through word-of-mouth enlist-
ment, the newest chapter will become the first in the 
archdiocese, the 12th in the state and the 87th on the 
continent to receive its charter, on Oct. 25.

“During these times of cultural collisions and spir-
itual-secular separations, Legatus provides a unique 
unifying forum for influential industry leaders to 
publicly and with perseverance promote, practice and 
promulgate Christian ethics and values in the work-
place, family and community,” Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone told Catholic San Francisco.

“The organization fills a worldwide need for such 
witness to church teaching,” added the prelate whose 
strong support solidified the chapter’s success.

To fete the hard-fought feat, the archbishop will pre-
side over a Mass and ceremony at St. Dunstan Church 
in Millbrae. The celebration will continue at a star-
studded, black-tie gala at Green Hills Country Club. 
Guests will drink, dine and discuss with such luminar-
ies as Monaghan, who founded Domino’s Pizza, owned 
the Detroit Tigers baseball team and established Ave 
Maria University and School of Law and now, at age 
81, devotes himself to representing Jesus in the mar-
ketplace through Legatus, Latin for “ambassador.”

“It has been slow-going, but someday Legatus will be 
well known in this area (where) we have all kinds of  
business leaders,” said chapter treasurer Marcia Jer-
vis, CEO and CFO of Anchor and Mariner Distributing 
Companies, serving Marin and San Francisco counties 
with 75 employees and $25 million in sales.

“It is important to teach our faith and set an example 
in the business community and beyond.”

Those aims drive Legatus, “the only organization 
in the world designed exclusively for highest-ranking 

Catholic business leaders and their spouses,” said 
Melissa Jagel, the West Region chapter development 
officer charged with helping meet the goal of doubling 
the size and number of branches by 2022.

No easy task, considering the strict membership cri-
teria which mandate a good standing with the Catholic 
Church and a primary position in a business with a 
minimum 49 workers and $6.5 million in annual rev-
enue or in a financial service enterprise employing 10 
or more and managing at least $275 million in assets. 
To accommodate smaller companies, newer guidelines 
permit 10 employees and a $1 million payroll, Jagel 
said.

“(For) a senior executive, it can be very valuable to 
be able to tap into a network of executives who are 
confronting similar professional opportunities and 
challenges but are from different industries,” said 
Greg Dorn, senior vice president of Hearst, a media, 
information and services giant with 360 companies, 
and president and group head of Hearst Health, a 
global complex of health care businesses.

“And (the monthly meetings are) a great date night 
out with one’s spouse,” added Dorn.

He finds the evenings spiritually and socially satisfy-
ing with their agenda of confession, a rosary, Mass, 
cocktails, fine dining and presentations on timely and 
topical matters.

“The main purpose of Legatus is the same as the 
purpose of life itself,” said chapter president Dan Vogl, 
owner of Weber Electric. “To grow in our relationship 
with God.” 

Qualified executives wishing to join Legatus may con-
tact Melissa Jagel, West Region chapter development 
officer, at (818) 257-3340 or mjagel@legatus.org.

(Photo by lidia wasowiCz/CatholiC saN FraNCisCo)
Under the direction of Melissa Jagel, West Region chapter 
development officer for Legatus, the San Francisco branch 
will become the first in the archdiocese to receive its charter 
Oct. 25. 

mailto:mjagel@legatus.org
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Carpenters Union Local 2236
Tel. (510) 446-2236

115 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94607
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115 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94607 

 
      Millmen - Cabinetmakers – Furniture Workers 

Shipwrights - Industrial Carpenters 
  

 
 

- Millmen 
- Cabinetmakers
- Furniture Workers
- Shipwrights
- Industrial Carpenters

SIGN DISPLAY & ALLIED CRAFTS
LOCAL UNION NO. 510
Greater San Francisco Bay Area

Joseph B. Toback, Business Representative

Peter Forni, Field Representative

Owen Murphy, Business Representative

Morgan Worth, Field Representative

SPRINKLER FITTERS & APPRENTICES, UA LOCAL 483

John Medina 
President

Business 
Representatives 
Tony Rodriguez 
Dan Torres 
Dylan Boldt

Beau Brinkley 
Recording Secretary

Vice-President 
Michael Fox
Executive Board 
Rich Heredia
Bradford Barnhart
Maurice Rhymes
Demetrius Vasquez
Training Directors
Steve Fox
Steven Miles

Stanley M. Smith 
Business Manager/Financial Secretary

Organizer 
Jeff Dixon 

John Medina

 

 

                          
 

 

 

                          
 

 

 

                          
 

InternatIonal organIzatIon of

Masters, Mates and Pilots
Ila, afl-CIo

 
Veronica schaible
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548 thomas l. Berkley Way Phone: (510) 808-7068
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Sheet Metal Workers’ Local Union No. 104 
is the Northern California leader in the fields of: Decorative 

& Architectural Sheet Metal; Metal Roofs; Heating, 
Ventilating, and Air Conditioning; and Indoor Environmental 

Quality designed, built, maintained, and serviced to 
Sustainable Green Building Standards.

WISHING YOU A 
HAPPY LABOR DAY

SHEET METAL WORKERS’
LOCAL UNION NO. 104

www.smw104.org | @smwlocal104

Family-style dinner kicks off  school year at St. Gregory
nicholas WolFRam smith

CatholiC saN FraNCisCo

At a backyard dinner in Foster City, 
new parents at St. Gregory School 
mingled with each other and were 
introduced into the details of  sending 
their children to Catholic school: uni-
form requirements, and how to support 
the parish festival. 

But more important, they were wel-
comed into the friendship and commu-
nity at the heart of  the Catholic school 
experience. 

Laura Miller, the principal of  St. 
Gregory School in San Mateo, told 
Catholic San Francisco the intentional 
community building prioritized by the 
school began with hosting the new fam-
ily dinner. 

“Community is at the heart of  Catho-
lic schools,” Miller said. “We have the 
ability to make people connected and 
feel part of  a family.”

Laura Callagy, who with her hus-
band Mark Callagy has hosted the 
dinner for 15 years, agreed with Miller, 
and pointed to the friendships made 
with other parents at the dinner. 

“We’ve met some of our best friends 
here. This is really the beginning of  
the school community,” she said. By 
forming strong bonds among parents 
from the beginning, other community 
events like the parish festival or school 

auction “feel like a get together with 
friends.”

Like many other parents at the din-
ner, Nicola and Gary Falzon, new kin-
dergarten parents, said they had joined 
St. Gregory Parish before deciding to 
send their child to the parish school. 

Nicola Falzon said the smaller class 
sizes at St. Gregory, along with the 
school atmosphere, were important 
factors in their decision. But the couple 
also value Catholic education for its 
own sake, “because it passes on good 
values, along with teaching them about 

the faith,” her husband Gary Falzon 
said. 

In a speech to the Congregation 
for Catholic Education in 2017, Pope 
Francis said a new generation of young 
people “educated in a Christian way for 
dialogue, will come out of the class-
room motivated to build bridges and, 
therefore, to find new answers to the 
many challenges of our times.”

The wish list for their kindergartener 
this year, Nicola Falzon said, was “to be 
happy, settle in, and make friends.”

Cynthia Stuart, the third-grade 

teacher at St. Gregory School, said the 
sense of the school as a “family” was an 
important draw for parents. Now in her 
fourth decade of teaching at St. Grego-
ry, she said she has begun to teach the 
children of students she had when she 
first started out. 

“And they act just like their parents 
did at that age,” she said. 

The welcome dinner is a warm 
introduction for parents sending their 
children to a new school, which can 
often be an overwhelming experience, 
Stuart said. 

For Stuart, the backyard full of new 
parents was a sign of hope for the 
future of both St. Gregory School and 
Catholic education. Looking back on 
her career as a teacher, she said she 
had at times expected her class sizes to 
slowly diminish and that “the pendu-
lum would swing away from Catholic 
education.” 

But the school has thrived, with 310 
students enrolled for the coming year. 
Stuart said a successful school depend-
ed on strong collaboration between the 
pastor, principal, and school faculty. 

Brian Armenio, a fourth grade parent, 
said the same sense of community his 
family found at St. Gregory Parish made 
choosing the school an easy decision. 

“A parish and school don’t need to be 
separate,” he said. “They should really 
complement each other.”

(Photo by NiCholas wolFraM sMith/CatholiC saN FraNCisCo)
From left, Brian Armenio, Adrienne Addicott and Sonia Vittori discuss the upcoming St. Gregory 
parish festival. They were among 60 parish school parents who gathered for a family-style din-
ner Aug. 16 to welcome new families to the San Mateo school community. 
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Unites all law enforcement, clubs and associations; 
recognizes and promotes the contribution of the 

Irish-American to law enforcement; strengthens and 
develops community relationships between law 

enforcement and our communities at large in order 
to uphold and defend the constitution and laws 

of the United states; works with other fraternal law 
enforcement organizations, agencies, and 

Irish-American groups on areas of mutual concern.

www.sfbalees.org

“Trade unions have been an essential force for social 
change, without which a semblance of a decent and 

humane society is impossible under capitalism” 

– Pope Francis 

Facebook.com/NCCRC  www.NCCRC.org  Twitter.com/NCCRC 

“The Most Compassionate
Care In Town”

“The Most Compassionate
Care In Town”

“The Most Compassionate
Care In Town”

Supple
Senior
Care

Supple
Senior
Care

Supple
Senior
Care

Irish Owned And Operated

We Provide Qualified Staff
Quality-Care In Your Home

Full Time Or Part Time
Full Payroll Service

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.suppleseniorcare.com

415-573-5141 • 650-993-8036415-573-5141 • 650-993-8036415-573-5141 • 650-993-8036
AdId: X 50001741213 - 01
CustId: 5029809030
Dir/Iss: SFRCA YP1 12/2011
UDAC: DQC - PCW
ATTUID: td2935
Date: 09/23/2011 09:56:AM

YPH: 102723
Home Health Servs
YPSH: 

Rep: 130340 - ap9315
PHELPS AMY

LLCLLC

Irish Owned
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
We Provide Qualified Staff
Quality-Care In Your Home

Full Time Or Part Time
Full Payroll Service

www.suppleseniorcare.com

415-573-5141  •  650-993-8036
CA

 l
iC#

38
47

00
02

0

labor Guide

Abuse victims say they felt hurt by ordinary 
Catholics’ lack of  compassion

zita ballinGeR FletcheR 
CatholiC News serviCe

WASHINGTON – Sexual assault 
victims say they were hurt not only 
by individual priests, but by church 
officials and ordinary Catholics who 
treated them with intolerance and 
indifference.

Four survivors of  sexual assaults 
by priests shared their stories with 
Catholic News Service. They are: 
Jim VanSickle and Mike McDonnell 
of  Pennsylvania, Michael Norris of  
Houston and Judy Larson of  Utah.

Many of  them have not been to a 
Catholic church in years. They say the 
atmosphere of  their former parishes 
created breeding grounds for abuse 
due to the hardhearted attitudes of  
diocesan officials, staff and ordinary 
churchgoers.

“Being raised Catholic, I remember 
– you don’t speak out against your own 
church,” said VanSickle. “Nobody’s 
going to listen to you.”

Most of  them belonged to extremely 
traditional parishes and were attacked 
as vulnerable children. Their view 
of  Catholicism changed when fellow 
believers showed them no compassion 
and acted to protect selfish interests.

“I’ve known others that came 
forward. They were ridiculed and 
ostracized – even by their own fam-
ily members,” said VanSickle, 55. He 

stood next to Attorney General Josh 
Shapiro when grand jury findings 
were released to the public Aug. 14. He 
had suffered silently for 37 years after 
being sexually abused by a priest at 
age 16.

“We lived in a neighborhood where 
most of  the people in the subdivision 

were Catholic. Everything in our lives 
revolved around the church,” said 
Larson, who is now retired and in 
her 70s. “To be in that kind of  envi-
ronment and try to say something 
horrible happened to you, by a person 
everybody thinks is a god on earth, 
you’re all alone.”

The abuses these survivors suf-
fered at the hands of  priests were not 
crimes of  passion, they said, but cold 
exploitations of  control. Most victims 
were not aware that their attackers 
were serial abusers. Each felt alone 
when he or she was victimized.

“I think it’s opportunistic,” said 
VanSickle. “I feel like I was targeted.”

“It’s a lifelong impact. I deal with 
it every single day,” said Norris, a 
chemical engineer. He said he was 
abused by a priest in Louisville, 
Kentucky, at age 10. After many years 
of  struggle, he revealed the truth to 
his devout parents at a point when he 
“couldn’t take it anymore.”

When he acted to report the abuse, 
he and his family members were 
mistreated by fellow Catholics in the 
archdiocese.

“They discredited me,” he said. 
“Probably the biggest disappoint-
ment in my life was how the church 
responded to my accusations. Maybe 
I was naive, but I expected them to be-
lieve my story and take action. When 
they didn’t do what I saw as morally 
right, I became more disillusioned 
with their teachings.”

Survivors also faced a stigma 
caused by sexual assault. The victims 
were molested at an age when they 
did not know about sex. Confused, 

(CNs Photo/Carlos barria, reuters)
Mary McHale, an alleged victim of sexual abuse by a clergy member, pauses during an Aug. 
18 interview in Reading, Pa. McHale, 46, testified before a grand jury that she was abused by 
Father James Gaffney at the former Reading Central Catholic High School in the Diocese of 
Allentown, Pa. 

see victims, PaGe 14
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Working for you 
to keep you safe, 
working 
with you 
to protect our city

Martin Halloran
President

BAC LOCAL 3, CA 
10806 Bigge St. 

San Leandro, CA  94577 
1-800-281-8781 

www.bac3-ca.org 

HAPPY LABOR DAY 2018 
From The Members, Officers & Staff of BAC LOCAL # 3, CA  

 
Dave Jackson, President 

Troy Garland, Secretary/Treasurer 
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Happy Labor Day! 
Gr ee t i ng s  and Sol idar i t y  

from  
t h e  Of f ic er s ,  S t a f f  and M emb er s  of  

I U EC  Local  8  

 Eric W. McClaskey 
 Business Manager 
Mark Thomas  Del Garner 
Business Representative  Business Representative 

Harro Clifton  Greg Hardeman 
Business Representative  Organizer 

 Local 8 Officers 
President  Executive Board 
James E. Leonard Trustees Lonnie Fish 
 Audie Andrews Ray Galvan 
Vice President Matt Doran Matt Harvey 
Kevin Wright Peter Tanzillo Zachary Jones 
  Amy Kayes 
Secretary-Treasurer Warden Matt Russo 
Dave Grenfell Don Thom Chandra Sevey 
  Lawrence Wolf 

caRdinal: ‘soRRoW, disGust, RaGe’ aRe 
‘RiGhteous’ Reactions to abuse

CHICAGO – “Sorrow, disgust, outrage 
– these are righteous 
feelings” for all to 
have in reaction to the 
latest abuse scandal in 
the Catholic Church, 
Cardinal Blase J. 
Cupich said in an Aug. 
17 statement.

These are “the 
stirrings of the con-
science of a people 

scandalized by the terrible reality that 
too many of the men who promised to 
protect their children, and strengthen 
their faith, have been responsible for 
wounding both,” he said.

His comments came in reaction to 
the Pennsylvania attorney general’s 
Aug. 14 release of  a grand jury report 
detailing seven decades of  child sex 
abuse claims in six Pennsylvania 
dioceses. Some weeks before that were 
the allegations against Archbishop 
Theodore E. McCarrick that he abused 
a minor more than 47 years ago and 
was sexually inappropriate with semi-
narians.

“Anger, shock, grief, shame,” said 
Cardinal Cupich, who was chairman of  
the U.S. bishops’ Committee on the Pro-
tection of  Children and Young People 
2008 to 2011 when he was bishop of  
Rapid City, South Dakota. “What other 
words can we summon to describe the 
experience of  learning about the devas-

tating revelations of  sexual abuse – and 
the failures of  bishops to safeguard the 
children entrusted to their care.”

He described the grand jury report 
as a “catalog of  horrors” that came 
on “the heels of  news accounts of  
deeply disturbing sexual abuse and 
harassment allegations” against Mc-
Carrick. He said victims’ suffering 
was compounded by bishops’ “woeful” 
responses.

indiana diocese to Release 
list oF accused abuseRs 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. – Bishop Kevin 
C. Rhoades of  Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, said Aug. 17 that in response to 
the release of  the grand jury report 
on abuse claims in six Pennsylvania 
dioceses over a 70-year period, he will 
collect and release a list of  the names 
of  priests in the diocese he currently 
heads who committed similar offenses.

Bishop Rhoades called the details of  
the grand jury “equally appalling and 
heartbreaking.” He expressed sym-
pathy and support to the victims and 
their families, adding, “The church 
failed you. For that, I apologize.”

Emphasizing that during his tenure 
as bishop of  the Diocese of  Fort 
Wayne-South Bend he has released 
the name of  every priest removed 
from ministry as a result of  a credible 
allegation of  sexual abuse of  a minor.

He said he has learned, as a re-
sult of  the grand jury, that it is also 
important to victims to see the names 
of  their abusers made public “for all 
to see. For everyone to know the pain 
caused by these priests.”

“It is my hope,” he said, “that by 
releasing these names, the innocent 
victims … can finally begin the pro-
cess of  healing.”

CatholiC News serviCe

Cardinal Blase J. 
Cupich 
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San Francisco Building and 
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Priests’ group says it’s ‘sad, angry, frustrated’ by abuse scandals
dennis sadoWsKi

CatholiC News serviCe

WASHINGTON – The Association of  U.S. Catho-
lic Priests said its members are “sad ... angry ... 
frustrated” over continued reports involving fellow 
priests and a lack of  accountability by bishops.

“At every level, our church is in pain,” the 
1,200-member organization said Aug. 17.

The organization cited concerns over a Pennsylva-
nia grand jury report that recounts seven decades 
of  child sex abuse claims throughout six Catholic 
dioceses in the state, the recent resignation of  Arch-
bishop Theodore E. McCarrick from the College of  
Cardinals over allegations he is an abuser, an inves-
tigation into alleged improper activities at a Boston 
seminary, and clergy abuse in Australia and Chile.

Father Bob Bonnot, chairman of  the association’s 
leadership team, told Catholic News Service that re-
peated revelations about improper clergy behavior 
are “something that has flared up more frequently 
than any of  us wish to remember.”

“We suffer with the Catholic people. While all of  
us priests and the Catholic people are not suffering 
nearly as much as the families and the individuals 
who have been abused, we need to let them know 
we’re suffering too,” said the retired priest of  the 
Diocese of  Youngstown, Ohio.

The organization’s statement also serves to sup-
port the vast majority of  Catholic clergy who have 
not been accused of  wrongdoing and “to raise the 
voice of  hope and joy, a pastoral voice to those 
within the church and society,” he said.

The association offered a series of  recommenda-
tions to Catholic leaders as they formulate their 
response to resolve the challenges posed by the re-

cent revelations. First on the list was a call to “those 
responsible for the scandals” who “must publicly 
apologize and ask forgiveness for what they have 
done and what they have failed to do.”

The AUSCP statement also repeated the organi-
zation’s call for reform of  the seminary formation 
process “to make it effective and adequate for our 
times.”

In March, the priests’ organization called for 
revisions in the way seminarians are prepared for 
ministry so that the U.S. Catholic Church can better 
address challenges that include declining member-
ship and falling seminary enrollment. It urged that 
priests get closer to the people they serve and better 
understand what it means to be a disciple of  Jesus 
as envisioned by Pope Francis.

Priestly formation must include faithfulness to 
the outcome of  the Second Vatican Council, a call 
to a life of  service to God and God’s people, and 
“authentic human psychosexual development” of  
seminarians, the association said. In addition, it 
called for women to be involved in the “formation 
and decisive discernment of  candidates for priest-

hood and integrated at every level, from top to bot-
tom, in the power structure of  the church.”

The association’s stance earlier was detailed in a 
March 29 letter and eight-page document addressed 
to Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, New Jersey, 
chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations. 
The committee, is reviewing the Program for Priestly 
Formation, the fifth and most recent edition of which 
was published in 2006. Committee members are expect-
ing to submit revisions for a new edition of the guide at 
the November 2019 USCCB fall general assembly.

The new statement also offered prayers that all 
members of  the church, including clergy and laypeo-
ple be given “the strength to root out the pride and 
ambition of  clericalism and its scandalous behavior.”

Finally, the association offered support to Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo of  Galveston-Houston, USCCB 
president, for his efforts to investigate the situation 
surrounding Archbishop McCarrick, establish a new 
channel for reporting complaints against bishops 
and advocacy for more effective resolution of  future 
complaints.

www.sfbuildingtradescouncil.org
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FRanciscan bRotheR Goes on hunGeR stRiKe 
to decRy conditions in bRazil

SAO PAULO – Since the end of  July, six Brazil-
ians, including Franciscan Brother Sergio Gor-
gen, have been on a hunger strike to denounce 
the deteriorating conditions of  many Brazilians 
due to increased violence, unemployment and 
hunger. 

“From the neck up, I’m great,” Brother Gorgen 
told Catholic News. “From the neck down, I’m a 
bit debilitated,” added the 62-year-old religious, 
who entered the 18th day of  the hunger strike 
Aug. 17. 

The hunger strikers are denouncing the social 
policies adopted by the current administration 
and the country’s court system, which they say is 
not obeying the Brazilian Constitution. 

“The STF (Federal Supreme Court) has a duty 
to apply the constitution; it has the responsibility 
of  making sure that the constitution is observed 
and, right now, in certain cases, it is not,” said 
Brother Gorgen. “It is an extreme action because 
we today are facing an extreme situation,” he 
added. 

austRalian abuse Victim’s compensation 
FiRst undeR neW laW

PERTH, Australia – The Christian Brothers 
have reached a settlement with a dying 74-year-
old Australian man for physical and sexual abuse 
he suffered in their orphanages as a child in the 
1950s and 1960s.

The man, Paul Bradshaw, is the first victim to 
receive compensation under a new Western Aus-

tralia law that removes the time limit on bringing 
abuse cases. Bradshaw will receive AUD 1 million 
(nearly $732,000).

Before the settlement was reached, Bradshaw 
was preparing to testify in Western Australia 
state District Court about how he suffered abuse 
at Castledare Junior Orphanage and Clontarf  
Orphanage.

Bradshaw, who has terminal cancer and has 
been given six months to live, said he aimed to use 
the funds to support his relatives.

“I will die happy now knowing that I can care 
for my family,” he said.

“I lived on the street most of  my life and I don’t 
want them to go through the same thing I went 
through,” he told reporters, according to the 
Associated Press. “I’m just hoping now that this 
has been settled and I can get on with my last six 
months in peace.”

CatholiC News serviCe, CNa/ewtN News
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Group: Scandal exposes ‘systemic’ issues
Julie asheR

CatholiC News serviCe

WASHINGTON – Catholic theologians, educa-
tors, parishioners and lay leaders across the United 
States expressed their disgust with the abuse scan-
dal in the church, saying the details in a Pennsyl-
vania grand jury’s report “evince a horror beyond 
expression.”

“The report summarizes the situation thus: 
‘Priests were raping little boys and girls, and the 
men of  God who were responsible for them not 
only did nothing; they hid it all. For decades,” the 
group said in an Aug. 15 statement posted on the 
blog Daily Theology and signed by more than 2,400 
people.

“We are brought to our knees in revulsion and 
shame by the abominations that these priests com-
mitted against innocent children,” said the state-
ment in response to the grand jury report released 
a daily earlier. The report is based on a months-
long investigation of  abuse claims over a 70-year 
span in the dioceses of  Pittsburgh, Erie, Greens-
burg, Harrisburg, Scranton and Allentown. Many 
of  the claims go back decades.

“We are sickened in equal measure by the con-
spiracy of  silence among bishops who exploited 
victims’ wounds as collateral in self-protection and 
the preservation of  power,” the statement said. “It 
is clear that it was the complicity of  the power-
ful that allowed this radical evil to flourish with 
impunity.”

The signers called on all of  the U.S. Catholic bish-
ops “to prayerfully and genuinely consider submit-
ting to Pope Francis their collective resignation as 
a public act of  repentance and lamentation before 
God and God’s people.”

The statement cited how Catholic bishops of  
Chile submitted to Pope Francis in May following 
devastating reports of  sexual abuse and cover-ups 
by members of  the clergy in that country.

The pope summoned the bishops of  Chile to 
Rome for a three-day meeting in May. At the end of  
the meeting, most of  the bishops offered the pope 
their resignations. By late June, he had accepted 
five of  the resignations.

“It should be noted that the active bishop-to-Cath-
olic ratio is almost the same in Chile and the United 
States, and that the geographical scope of  the crisis 
in this country appears to surpass that of  Chile,” 
the statement said.

“After years of  suppressed truth,” it said, “the 
unreserved decisiveness of  the Chilean bishops’ 
resignations communicated to the faithful a mes-
sage that Catholics in the United States have yet to 
hear, with an urgency we have yet to witness: We 
have caused this devastation. We have allowed it to 
persist. We submit ourselves to judgment in recom-
pense for what we have done and failed to do.”

Some Catholics, it said, “will feel that the resigna-
tion of  all bishops is unjustified and even detrimen-
tal to the work of  healing,” because many bishops 
“are indeed humble servants and well-intentioned 
pastors.”

“This is an urge we recognize, but it is not one 
that we can accept,” it continued. “The cata-
strophic scale and historical magnitude of  the 
abuse makes clear that this is not a case of  ‘a few 
bad apples’ but rather a radical systemic injustice 
manifested at every level of  the church.”

The statement said bishops offering their res-
ignations would be “a public act of  penance and 
sorrow” by the bishops. “No genuine process of  
healing and reform can begin” without such a pub-
lic act, it said.

The signers also said they “wholeheartedly sup-
port” the “sound proposals” some have offered for 
specific reforms that would begin to convert this 
ecclesial culture of  violence into one of  transparen-
cy, accountability, humility, safety and earned trust.”

They said they agreed with calls for “external 
investigations of  every ecclesiastical province in 
the United States” like what was just completed in 
Pennsylvania.

The group did not reference a statement made 
Aug. 14 in response to the grand jury report’s 
release by Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of  Galves-
ton-Houston, president of  the U.S. Conference of  
Catholic Bishops. “As a body of  bishops,” he stated, 
“we are shamed by and sorry for the sins and omis-
sions by Catholic priests and Catholic bishops. We 
are profoundly saddened each time we hear about 
the harm caused as a result of  abuse, at the hands 
of  a clergyman of  any rank.”

Two days later he announced three key goals and 
a comprehensive plan to address the “moral ca-
tastrophe” of  the scandal He said the “substantial 
involvement of  the laity” from law enforcement, 
psychology and other disciplines will be essential 
to this process.

“the catastrophic scale and historical 
magnitude of the abuse makes clear that 
this is not a case of ‘a few bad apples’ 
but rather a radical systemic injustice 
manifested at every level of the church.”
Aug. 17 stAtement of 2,400 CAtholiC theologiAns, 
eduCAtors, pArishioners And lAy leAders on 
Clergy sexuAl Abuse in the u.s.

see group, PaGe 24

(CNs Photo/Chaz Muth)
A woman holds this sign as members of the Survivors Net-
work of those Abused by Priests (SNAP) hold a news confer-
ence in front of the Diocese of Pittsburgh Aug. 20 several days 
after a Pennsylvania grand jury released a stinging report that 
said more than 300 priests sexually abused more than 1,000 
children during the course of several decades. 
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they realized what happened when they grew up. 
Feeling disgust, anger and shame, they feared hos-
tile reactions from their traditional communities.

“When I was growing up, we were told, ‘It would 
be better for you to die than lose your virtue.’ This 
was told to me in fourth grade,” said Larson. “I didn’t 
know what ‘lose your virtue’ meant.”

She was raped by a priest one year later at age 10. 
After realizing the truth as an adult, she did not tell 
her parents. She knew they would not listen, since 
it was taboo to speak ill of  a priest or nun in their 
presence.

Some Catholics viewed sex as scandalous and 
treated victims as if  they were contaminated.

“People say, ‘You’re a bad person,’ or ‘You must 
have wanted it,’” said VanSickle. “It’s amazing that 
they attack their own people. They attack their own 
faithful.”

The survivors are disillusioned with the way 
church officials handle abuse cases. This disillusion-
ment has affected their personal beliefs.

Norris is no longer Christian. “I personally can’t 
set foot in another church because of  what’s hap-
pened and the way I was treated,” he said.

Larson hasn’t been inside a church in over 50 
years. “For a lot of  us, going to church is a triggering 
experience. It’s re-traumatizing to victims,” she said.

VanSickle said he has strong belief  in Jesus and 
has become a Christian. His family members are 
Catholic. He welcomes interactions with Catholics 
and wishes to be reconciled with the church, but 
wants the institution to change first.

“To be away from the Eucharist in my life is a hard 
thing to deal with because of  my belief  as a Catho-
lic,” he said. “But I can’t reconcile myself  with the 
church until I see change.”

They feel sorry for Catholics who are struggling 
with their beliefs in light of  the recent grand jury 
report. Norris and VanSickle say they do not wish 
for Catholics to lose their faith.

Despite the pain caused by recent revelations, they 
hope change will result.

“It reopens a wound from the past for me as a 
survivor. But I’m also extremely happy that this 
information is coming to light,” said McDonnell, a 
specialist at a drug and alcohol treatment facility in 
Philadelphia, regarding the recent grand jury report. 
“It is vindication and validation for many survivors 
and victims.”

He believes the church needs to stop withholding 
information about abuse and be honest with the pub-
lic. “It will invite people back to the Catholic Church 
once they see that the church is not just publicly 
making a statement that ‘we’re sorry,’” he said.

As the church hierarchy considers change, 

Catholics can make simple changes in their homes 
and parishes. According to Larson, the average age 
for a clergy sexual abuse victim to come forward is 
42. As child victims grow into adults, they begin to 
realize what happened to them – and fall silent due 
to religious and social pressures. Ordinary Catholics 
can solve this problem, she said, by treating others 
around them with openheartedness instead of  moral 
superiority.

“Be compassionate,” said Larson, sharing her 
advice to families coping with revelations of  abuse. 
“Believe your family member. They’re in pain. And 
they’ve held this terrible secret for many, many 
years because of  their fear of  your reaction when 
they tell you.”

One of  the hardest things Norris experienced in 
his life was the shattering effect of  the abuse on his 
parents. They did not find out about it until they 
were much older. One of  the last things his father 
expressed on his deathbed was sorrow for what hap-
pened.

VanSickle said a family’s first responsibility is to 
love and believe a child who speaks out about sexual 
abuse by clergy.

“They need to wrap their arms around that kid and 
make them feel safe. That never happened for me,” 
he said. “You need to hug and protect your child first. 
Deal with the church after.”

McDonnell said victims recover with support from 
others, including fellow survivors.

“Part of  the healing process is coming forward. 
I’m only as sick as my secrets,” he added. “Talk to 
somebody.”

victims: say they felt hurt by ordinary catholics’ lack of compassion
FroM Page 9

(CNs Photo/Carlos barria, reuters)
A building marker is seen outside Divine Redeemer Catholic 
Church Aug. 19 in Mount Carmel, Pa., in the Diocese of Harris-
burg. A Pennsylvania grand jury Aug. 14 released a months-
long investigation into abuse claims spanning a 70-year 
period in the dioceses of Harrisburg, Pittsburgh, Scranton, 
Allentown, Greensburg and Erie. 

‘to be away from the eucharist in my 
life is a hard thing to deal with because 
of my belief as a catholic. but i can’t rec-
oncile myself with the church until i see 
change.’
Jim VAnsiCkle
clergy abuse survivor
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JOSHUA 24:1-2A, 15-17, 18B
Joshua gathered together all the tribes of  Israel 

at Shechem, summoning their elders, their leaders, 
their judges, and their officers. When they stood in 
ranks before God, Joshua addressed all the people: 
“If  it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide 
today whom you will serve, the gods your fathers 
served beyond the river or the gods of  the Amorites 
in whose country you are now dwelling. As for me 
and my household, we will serve the Lord.” But the 
people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the 
Lord for the service of  other gods. For it was the 
Lord, our God, who brought us and our fathers up 
out of  the land of  Egypt, out of  a state of  slavery. 
He performed those great miracles before our very 
eyes and protected us along our entire journey and 
among the peoples through whom we passed. There-
fore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

PSALM 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall 

be ever in my mouth. Let my soul glory in the Lord; 
the lowly will hear me and be glad.

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
The Lord has eyes for the just, and ears for their 

cry. The Lord confronts the evildoers, to destroy 
remembrance of  them from the earth.

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
When the just cry out, the Lord hears them, and 

from all their distress he rescues them. The Lord 
is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are 
crushed in spirit he saves.

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
Many are the troubles of  the just one, but out of  

them all the Lord delivers him; he watches over all 
his bones; not one of  them shall be broken.

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

EPHESIANS 5:21-32 OR 5:2A, 25-32
Brothers and sisters: Be subordinate to one an-

other out of  reverence for Christ. 
Wives should be subordinate to their husbands as 

to the Lord. For the husband is head of his wife just 
as Christ is head of the church, he himself the savior 
of the body. As the church is subordinate to Christ, 
so wives should be subordinate to their husbands in 
everything. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
loved the church and handed himself over for her to 
sanctify her, cleansing her by the bath of water with 
the word, that he might present to himself the church 
in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
that she might be holy and without blemish. So also 
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. 
He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one hates 
his own flesh but rather nourishes and cherishes it, 

even as Christ does the church, because we are mem-
bers of his body. For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh. This is a great mys-
tery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the church.

JOHN 6:60-69
Many of  Jesus’ disciples who were listening said, 

“This saying is hard; who can accept it?” Since Je-
sus knew that his disciples were murmuring about 
this, he said to them, “Does this shock you? What if  
you were to see the Son of  Man ascending to where 
he was before? It is the spirit that gives life, while 
the flesh is of  no avail.

The words I have spoken to you are Spirit and 
life. But there are some of  you who do not believe.” 
Jesus knew from the beginning the ones who would 
not believe and the one who would betray him. And 
he said, “For this reason I have told you that no 
one can come to me unless it is granted him by my 
Father.” As a result of  this, many of  his disciples 
returned to their former way of  life and no longer 
accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, 
“Do you also want to leave?” 

Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of  eternal life. We 
have come to believe and are convinced that you 
are the Holy One of  God.”

suNdAy reAdiNgs

twenty-first sunday in ordinary time

The wonder of  God
the dynamic of  faith involves a mixture of  light 

and darkness. Because creation is a fruit of  
God’s creative love it necessarily bears a resem-

blance to God. The “thumbprint” of  God is found 
in all of  creation. Things are 
neither exactly like God; nor 
are they completely unlike 
God. Rather, they are in one 
way or another similar to 
God. Because they bear some 
resemblance to God, crea-
tures cast a revealing light 
on God. They so to speak 
“point in his direction.” They 
reveal things about God. 

And yet, for as much as 
they are like God, creatures 
come nowhere close to cap-
turing the reality of  who God 
is in himself. For, as much as 
creatures are like God, he is 
infinitely unlike his crea-
tures. Even though he has 
revealed himself  personally 
in the Lord, we still cannot 

get a grip on him. He remains shrouded in mys-
tery. And so faith retains a dark dimension as the 

believer maintains the conviction in things unseen 
(Hebrews 11:1).

All of  this has a concrete effect on our lived experi-
ence of  being disciples of  the Lord. We are all in some 
fashion like the men and women in today’s Gospel 
who struggled to stay with the Lord. Like us, they 
had “seen, witnessed,” or “experienced” an encoun-
ter with God. They had witnessed certain of  the 
signs that Jesus performed as stepping stones to the 
fullness of  faith. That’s why they had followed him 
as far as they had. What signs of  the Lord have you 
witnessed along the way that have been key stepping 
stones to your faith in the Lord? 

But, like those in the Gospel today, we run up 
against certain experiences in life or teachings of  the 
Lord that are deeply shrouded in darkness. We simply 
do not understand, and we struggle to accept, what 
the Lord proposes to us. We have experienced enough 
to know that God and goodness are connected, but in 
particular circumstances, or with respect to particu-
lar teachings, we find that we walk in darkness. 

At these crossroads the Lord addresses us as he did 
the Apostles: What do you say? Will you stay with me, 
or will you go your separate way? My truth is what it 
is. What say you? It is not the Lord who moves away, 
but rather we. 

These dark areas are inevitable. They are an es-

sential element of  the fabric of  faith because God in-
finitely exceeds what we can perceive. Which means 
that his teaching and his way with us is far deeper 
and more expansive than what we are prepared for. 
Our faith walk begins with an act of  trust in response 
to a tangible experience of  God’s goodness, truth and 
beauty, but little by little, as he draws us closer we are 
bowled over by the inscrutable depths of  his being 
and of  our place before him. 

When we run up against the darkness of  God, how 
do we respond? Can we really go back? Is that not 
what Peter is saying? Every person who has tasted 
the life-giving power of  God cannot really go back to 
the way things used to be. There is only one real way: 
To press forward into deeper faith. 

And so, what area of  your life, what teachings of  
the Lord, what prompting of  the Spirit, challenge 
your faith? How have you been responding? In what 
ways is the Lord inviting you to draw more deeply 
into the darkness of  his being and plan for your life? 

Let us pray for the help of  St. Peter that we, too, in 
those moments of  great trial, can lift up our hands, 
voices and hearts to exclaim: “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of  everlasting life.” 

FatheR maRK doheRty is currently studying moral theology 
at Fribourg University in Switzerland. 

scripture 
reflection
FatheR maRK 
doheRty

MONDAY, AUGUST 27: 2 THES 1:1-5, 11-12. PS 
96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5. JN 10:27. MT 23:13-22.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28: Memorial of St. Augus-
tine, bishop, confessor and doctor. 2 THES 2:1-3a, 
14-17. PS 96:10, 11-12, 13. HEB 4:12. MT 23:23-
26. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29: Memorial of the Passion 
of St. John the Baptist. 2 THES 3:6-10, 16-18. PS 
128:1-2, 4-5. MT 5:10. MK 6:17-29.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30: Thursday of the Twenty-
First Week of Ordinary Time. St. Jeanne Jugan. 1 
COR 1:1-9. PS 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7. MT 24:42a, 44. MT 
24:42-51. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31: Friday of the Twenty-first Week 
in Ordinary Time. 1 COR 1:17-25. PS 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-
11. LK 21:36. MT 25:1-13. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1: Saturday of the 
Twenty-first Week in Ordinary Time. 1 COR 1:26-31. 
PS 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21. JN 13:34. MT 25:14-30.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2: Twenty-second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. DT 4:1-2, 6-8. PS 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5. JAS 
1:17-18, 21b-22, 27. JAS 1:18. MK 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3: Memorial of St. Gregory 
the Great, pope and doctor. 1 COR 2:1-5. PS 119:97, 
98, 99, 100, 101, 102. SEE LK 4:18. LK 4:16-30. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4: Tuesday of the Twenty-
Second Week of Ordinary Time. Bl Dina Bélanger. Bl. 
Mary Stella and Her Ten Companions, virgins & martyrs. 
1 COR 2:10b-16. PS 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-
14. LK 7:16. LK 4:31-37. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5: Wednesday of the 
Twenty-Second Week of Ordinary Time. St. Teresa of 
Calcutta. 1 COR 3:1-9. PS 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21. LK 
4:18. LK 4:38-44. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6: Thursday of the Twenty-
second Week in Ordinary Time. 1 COR 3:18-23. PS 
24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6. MT 4:19. LK 5:1-11. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7: Friday of the Twenty-second 

Week in Ordinary Time. 1 COR 4:1-5. PS 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-
28, 39-40. JN 8:12. LK 5:33-39.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: Feast of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. MI 5:1-4a or ROM 8:28-30. PS 
13:6ab, 6c. MT 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9: Twenty-third Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time. IS 35:4-7a. Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10. JAS 2:1-5. 
CF. MT 4:23. MK 7:31-37. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10: Monday of the Twenty-
third Week in Ordinary Time. 1 COR 5:1-8. PS 5:5-6, 7, 
12. JN 10:27. LK 6:6-11.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11: Tuesday of the Twenty-
third Week in Ordinary Time. 1 COR 6:1-11. PS 149:1b-2, 
3-4, 5-6a and 9b. SEE JN 15:16. LK 6:12-19.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12: Wednesday of the 
Twenty-third Week in Ordinary Time. Optional Memo-
rial of the Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 1 COR 7:25-31. PS 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17. LK 
6:23ab. LK 6:20-26.

liturgicAl cAleNdAr, dAily mAss reAdiNgs
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letters
Justice and the death penalty

Billy Ray Irick was put to death in Tennessee 
this week, the first execution in that state in nine 
years.

Noted death row inmate advocate, Sister Helen 
Prejean was quoted in the last edition of  Catho-
lic San Francisco (“Catholic death penalty oppo-
nents praise pope’s catechism revision,” Aug. 9) 
that there is “nothing dignified about rendering 
a person defenseless, strapping them down to a 
gurney and killing them.”

I wish Sister Helen would step down from her 
soapbox and tell me where the dignity is in the 
rape and strangulation of  7-year-old Paula Dyer, 
for which Billy Ray received the death penalty 
in 1985.

Sadly, he was allowed to live and breathe for 
another 33 years, while Paula and her family 
were denied the joy of  graduations, proms, a 
wedding, and possible children of  her own.

So, Sister – would you classify Billy Ray as a 
victim?

Joe hallisy
san Francisco

Pope John Paul VI and ‘Humanae Vitae’
The nine-part series on the 50th anniver-

sary of  the papal encyclical “Humanae Vitae” 
(inserted as special CSF section July 26) was far 
more controversial than your series indicated.

As a medical student at Georgetown Univer-
sity Medical School during that time we spent 
two years studying medical ethics taught by 
Rev. Thomas O Donnell who wrote the definitive 
textbook of  the time.

Unfortunately “Humanae Vitae” was submitted 
by a very anti-intellectual, anti -scientific pope 
who unilaterally and sadly rejected the advice and 
recommendations of  his educated advisers at the 
time. That fact was never presented to the laity.

In publishing this controversial, unenforceable 
document, Pope Paul VI has done more to harm 
to the Catholic Church than any similar decree 
in our lifetime.

This is the major reason why church atten-
dance and involvement has dramatically declined 
and has ultimately harmed the Catholic Church. 

It is past time for the church hierarchy to 
recognize the harmful effects by infallible Pope 
Paul VI.

Francis W. parnell, m.d.
Ross 

Correcting Assisi basilica name
There was one serious omission and one mis-

take in Christina Gray’s article on the Shrine of  
St. Francis (July 26). The omission was the name 
of  Angela Alioto, the genius mind behind the 
entire project, whose fervor and vision brought 
the replica of  the Portiuncola to completion. And 
the mistake was in saying the encased rock was 
“reportedly brought from the Basilica of  St. Fran-
cis in Assisi.” “Reportedly” sounds like alleged or 
legendary. I know the encased rock is authentic 
since I was at the airport with Angela when two 
friars from Assisi brought in the rock which was 
not from the Basilica of  St. Francis in Assisi but 
from the Basilica of  Our Lady of  the Angels in the 
valley which enshrines the original Portiuncola.

Father mario dicicco, oFm
chicago 

Editor’s note: According to porziuncola.org, the offi-
cial name of the church housing St. Francis’ original 
“little chapel” is the Papal Basilica of St. Mary of the 
Angels in Assisi, Italy. 

A prayerful place
Thanks for your article on the Porziuncola. A 

great prayerful place. I only wish the gift shop 
was still in operation. What a wonderful place it 
was for religious items.

mark de lucchi
san Francisco
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thomas Aquinas once suggested that it’s a sin to 
not give a compliment to someone when it’s de-
served because by withholding our praise we’re 

depriving that person of  the food that he or she 
needs to live on. He’s right. 
Perhaps it’s not a sin to with-
hold a compliment but it’s 
a sad impoverishment, both 
for the person deserving the 
compliment and for the one 
withholding it. 

We don’t live on bread 
alone. Jesus told us that. 
Our soul too needs to be fed 
and its food is affirmation, 
recognition, and blessing. 
Every one of  us needs to be 
healthily affirmed when we 
do something well so as to 
have resources within us 

with which to affirm others. We can’t give what we 
haven’t got! That’s self-evident. And so, for us to 
love and affirm others we must first be loved, first 
be blessed, and first be praised. Praise, recognition, 
and blessing build up the soul. 

But complimenting others isn’t just important for 
the person receiving the compliment, it’s equally 
important for the person giving it. In praising 
someone we give him or her some needed food for 
their soul; but, in doing this, we also feed our own 
soul. There’s a truth about philanthropy that holds 
true too for the soul: We need to give to others not 
just because they need it but because we cannot 
be healthy unless we are giving ourselves away. 
Healthy admiration is a philanthropy of  the soul. 

Moreover, admiring and praising others is a 
religious act. Benoit Standaert submits that “giving 
praise comes out of  the roots our existence.” What 
does he mean by that? 

In complimenting and praising others, we are 
tapping into what’s deepest inside us, namely, the 
image and likeness of  God. When we praise some-
one else then, like God creating, we are breathing 
life into a person, breathing spirit into them. People 
need to be praised. We don’t live on bread alone, 
and we don’t live on oxygen alone either.

The image and likeness of  God inside us is not an 
icon, but an energy, the energy that’s most real in-
side us. Beyond our ego, wounds, pride, sin, and the 
pettiness of  our hearts and minds on any given day, 
what’s most real within us is a magnanimity and 
graciousness which, like God, looks at the world 
and wants to say: “It is good! It is very good!” When 
we’re at our best, our truest, speaking and acting 
out of  our maturity, we can admire. Indeed, our 

willingness to praise others is a sign of  maturity, 
and vice versa. We become more mature by being 
generous in our praise.

But praise is not something we give out easily. 
Mostly we are so blocked by the disappointments 
and frustrations within our lives that we give in 
to cynicism and jealousy and operate out of  these 
rather than out of  our virtues. We rationalize this 
of  course in different ways, either by claiming that 
what we’re supposed to admire is juvenile (and 
we’re too bright and sophisticated to be impressed) 
or that the admirable act was done for someone’s 
self-aggrandizement and we’re not going to feed an-
other person’s ego. However, more often than not, 
our real reason for withholding praise is that fact 
that we ourselves have been insufficiently praised 
and, because of  that, harbor jealousies and lack the 
strength to praise others. I say this sympathetically, 
all of  us are wounded.

Then too in some of  us there’s a hesitation to 
praise others because we believe that praise might 
spoil the person and inflate his or her ego. Spare 
the rod and spoil the child! If  we offer praise it will 
go to that person’s head. Again, more often than 
not, that’s a rationalization. Legitimate praise 
never spoils a person. Praise that’s honest and 
proper works more at humbling its recipient than 
spoiling him or her. We can’t be loved too much, 
only loved wrongly. 

But, you might ask, what about children who end 
up self-centered because they’re only praised and 
never disciplined? Real love and real maturity dis-
tinguish between praising those areas of  another’s 
life that are praiseworthy and challenging those 
areas of  another’s life that need correction. Praise 
should never be undeserved flattery, but challenge 
and correction are only effective if  the recipient 
first knows that he or she is loved and properly 
recognized.

Genuine praise is never wrong. It simply ac-
knowledges the truth that’s there. That’s a moral 
imperative. Love requires it. Refusing to admire 
when someone or something merits praise is, as 
Thomas Aquinas submits, a negligence, a fault, 
a selfishness, a pettiness, and a lack of  maturity. 
Conversely, paying a compliment when one is due 
is a virtue and a sign of  maturity.

Generosity is as much about giving praise as 
about giving money. We may not be stingy in our 
praise. The 14th century Flemish mystic, John 
of  Ruusbroec, taught that “those who do not give 
praise here on earth shall be mute for all eternity.” 

oblate FatheR Ron RolheiseR is president of the Oblate 
School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 

The power of  a compliment

FatheR Ron 
RolheiseR

How to respond to the McCarrick scandal
Rita FeRRone
CoMMoNweal

in the weeks since reports of  Archbishop Theo-
dore McCarrick’s sexual abuse of  seminarians 
and minors began to appear, there has been a 

chorus of  cries for an investigation – not just into 
how the incidents of  abuse took place, but also into 
how McCarrick advanced in the hierarchy despite 
them. The investigation must find the culprits who, 
knowing McCarrick’s misdeeds, were responsible 
for his ecclesiastical advancement.

USCCB president Cardinal Daniel DiNardo raised 
the prospect of  an investigation in a statement 
immediately after the scandal broke, saying “We 
are determined to find the truth of  this matter.” 
Cardinal Donald Wuerl of  Washington D.C. recom-
mended a church probe staffed by bishops. Bishop 
Edward Scharfenberger of  Albany called for “an 
independent commission led by well-respected, 
faithful lay leaders.” Bishop Robert Barron of  Los 
Angeles took up the cry at his Word on Fire blog, 
saying that we must learn “what the responsible 
parties know, and when did they know it” even as 
he put the ultimate blame on the devil. A group of  
young conservative Catholic academics and writ-
ers, in an open letter published at First Things, 
angrily insisted on an investigation as well.

The scope of  such an investigation is sometimes 
described in narrow terms, focusing solely on how 
McCarrick got promoted. In other instances, a 
broader inquiry is envisioned, including a probe 

into why his successors in Metuchen and Newark 
kept payouts to adult survivors of  McCarrick’s 
abuse a secret. But in every case the demand is 
to identify the people who failed to stop him. The 
expected result is a return to a state of  justice, once 
these individuals are named and censured (though 
who would censure them and in what way is un-
clear). Permit me to observe that these responses 
are typical of  American confidence in legal and 
penal solutions to injustice. They are also likely to 
fail.

There are several reasons why. First of  all, what 
will the people calling for these investigations do if  
Pope St. John Paul II is implicated? He is likely im-
plicated, after all. He gave McCarrick the red hat. He 
signed off on his advancement. John Paul knew that 
Marcial Maciel Degollado, founder of  the Legionar-
ies of  Christ, had numerous accusations against 
him, yet he supported him to the end. He may well 
have known about McCarrick too. Yet the Polish 
pope, who many call “great,” is now canonized and 

see ferrone, PaGe 19

systemic problems cannot be cured by 
finding culprits. they require systemic 
solutions. this fact should sharpen our 

wits rather than discourage or defeat us.

porziuncola.org
mailto:letters.csf@sfarchdiocese.org
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A crisis of  responsible church authority
GReG eRlandson 

CatholiC News serviCe

WASHINGTON – When Catholic News Service 
posted a short video of  the Pennsylvania attorney 
general’s Aug. 14 news conference announcing a 
grand jury report on clergy sexual abuse in six 
dioceses, its editors had to add a warning about the 
graphic language viewers would hear.

The actual 900-page report chronicling 70 years 
of  child sexual abuse by 301 priests is much, much 
worse. There are images of  rape, perversion and 
blasphemy that will be hard to excise from a 
reader’s imagination, vile and disgusting acts that 
have shattered the lives and faith of  the more than 
1,000 victims and their families.

Harder still is to understand how some leaders 
could have known about these acts of  profound 
betrayal and not have been enraged into action to 
excise permanently such evil from our church.

And this goes to the dark heart of  this crisis: That 
men of  the cloth would sin so grievously against 
the most defenseless in their flocks, and that men 
of  the cloth would fail to respond appropriately.

The clergy sexual abuse crisis has been, and 
remains today, ultimately a crisis regarding the 
responsibility of  church authorities. The profound 
distrust of  institutions – law, science, education, 
government – that permeates our society permeates 
our church as well. This distrust strikes at the heart 
of  a hierarchical structure – that those who bear the 
most responsibility and most power have at times 
failed us. “Put not your trust in princes,” sang the 
psalmist. Indeed, many Catholics no longer do.

And yet we must not paint all bishops and priests 
today with the same brush that has tarred some. 
Many more bishops have met with victims, cried with 
them, and responded to their needs than in years 
past. Many more priests speak out forthrightly from 

their pulpits, addressing the scandals and encourag-
ing those who have been hurt to come forward.

In the wake of  the recent revelations involving 
Pennsylvania, Archbishop Theodore E. McCarrick 
and other allegations that have come to light in-
volving seminaries, there are four take-aways from 
this horrible new chapter in the life of  our church.

First, the bishops today, as descendants of  the 
apostles and descendants of  those who previously 
occupied the positions they hold now, must con-
vincingly demonstrate a spirit of  repentance and 
recommitment. Their people, and society at large, 
are not looking for more generic apologies and 
corporate-sounding assessments of  current perfor-
mance. They must act boldly and concretely if  their 
apologies are to be taken seriously.

Their recommitment must involve greater ac-
countability and greater transparency. To do this, 
they must have the support of  the Vatican. This 
won’t be easy. There are many bureaucratic and 
institutional forces that do not want the sins of  the 
fathers to be exposed and that are blind to the great 
peril our church is already in.

Second, many are calling for a greater role for the 
laity in investigations and in future decision-mak-
ing. It is a tremendously positive development that 
lay boards have become involved in assessing abuse 
allegations. Past scandals documented in Pennsyl-
vania so often involved only clergy in investigative 
and decision-making roles. The church needs lay 
men and women to be actively involved in the puri-
fication and renewal of  the church.

There also should be a renewed appreciation for 
the role of  the church’s own media in informing 
and forming Catholics. At least 39 bishops have spo-
ken out about the initial scandal involving Arch-
bishop McCarrick, yet some dioceses no longer 
have effective communication tools to make sure 
that their people are hearing the voices of  their 

bishops. Worse still would be if  diocesan publica-
tions are tempted to avoid publishing news of  these 
scandals, even though their secular counterparts 
are putting it on the front page. This destroys the 
credibility of  Catholic media and further under-
mines the leadership of  the bishop.

Third, we must acknowledge how much has 
changed since the scandals that rocked the U.S. 
church in 2002. The church now is far different 
from even 16 years ago. Extensive procedures for 
training young people, for background checks 
and for reporting violations have been put into 
place. Victims are much more likely to be treated 
with sympathy and their reports taken seriously. 
Since the Charter for the Protection of  Children 
and Young People was implemented in 2002, it is 
estimated that the church has spent $4.4 billion on 
these procedures as well as on payouts to victims 
and their attorneys. No other social institution 
even comes close to this level of  commitment.

Which brings us to the fourth point. Solving the 
problem of  sexual abuse and accountability in the 
church will not solve the problems of  sexual abuse 
and accountability in society. There are an estimat-
ed 60,000 cases of  child abuse in the United States 
each year. Multiplied over a span of  70 years, this 
number would be horrifying.

Abuse in the larger society is no excuse for the 
301 priests (about 5 percent all priests who served 
in those dioceses over a period of  70 years) who 
are guilty of  abusing at least 1,000 victims. Yet if  
any good is to come out of  this long tragedy, it may 
be that the church – humiliated and scorned as it 
now is – may be able at some point to contribute to 
a much greater healing that needs to take place in 
our country and our world.

GReG eRlandson is director and editor-in-chief of Catholic 
News Service

Abuse expert: Crisis is call to new vision of  priesthood, accountability
cindy Wooden

CatholiC News serviCe

Backgrounder and analysis

VATICAN CITY – A Jesuit priest who has been on 
the frontline of  advocating for survivors of  clerical 
sexual abuse and developing detailed programs to 
prevent abuse said the crisis unfolding, again, in the 
United States is a summons to a new way of  envision-
ing the church and taking responsibility for it.

“I am not surprised” by the new reports of  abuse, 
“I do not think it will stop soon and, at the same 
time, I think it is necessary and should be seen in the 
framework of  evolving a more consistent practice of  
accountability,” said Jesuit Father Hans Zollner, a 
professor of  psychology and president of  the Cen-
ter for Child Protection at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University in Rome.

“I know that people are deeply angry and they are 
losing their trust – this is understandable. That is nor-
mal, humanly speaking,” he told Catholic News Ser-
vice Aug. 7 as newspapers were filled with information 
and commentary about the case of retired Archbishop 
Theodore E. McCarrick, misconduct in a Nebraska 
seminary and the pending release of a Pennsylvania 
grand jury report on clergy sexual abuse.

The courage of survivors to speak out, the investiga-
tive work of both police and church bodies, the imple-
mentation of child protection measures and improved 
screening of potential seminarians, church workers 
and volunteers mean that children and vulnerable 
adults are safer today.

But, as Father Zollner has been saying for years, 
that does not mean accusations of past abuse will stop 
coming out, and it does not guarantee there will never 
again be a case of abuse or sexual misconduct.

Dealing with the reality of potential abuse and the 
history of clerical sexual abuse in the church is a 
process, he said. “We see that people were first speak-
ing out about the misbehavior of priests and now it’s 
bishops, so there is a development there. I am not 
surprised, and I do not think it will stop soon.”

After Archbishop McCarrick resigned from the 
College of Cardinals and was ordered to live a life of  
prayer and penance pending a church trial, many U.S. 
bishops began speaking publicly of devising a process 
to review accusations made against bishops.

Father Zollner agreed that is a good idea, but he 
believes it must be part of  “a new way of  coming 
together as the people of  God” and taking responsi-
bility for the church.

To make that happen, he said, “we need to honest-
ly look at what we can learn from the way society 
and companies function in terms of  accountability, 
transparency and compliance.”

“A church body investigating allegations needs 
to have as much independence as possible,” Father 
Zollner said. “When dealing with accusations against 
a bishop, there should be at least a mixed board – 
meaning some bishops and some independent lay 
persons. If  it is not possible to have a fully complete 
investigation by independent lay persons, there 
should be as many as possible and as experienced 
as possible. Our canon lawyers are trained in legal 
procedures; they are not trained in investigation.”

But the response must go far beyond setting up 
another new structure, he said.

“Since God is the Lord of  history, I understand 
all this as a call to a deeper understanding of  what 
is the church about, what is priesthood about and 
what is the Christian life,” he told CNS.

“From my point of  view, the temptation can be 
to return to a very strict, closed-fortress idea of  
church, controlling everything,” he said, but “that 
will not work anymore. We need a new model of  
accountability and responsibility and a new way 

of  educating the whole people of  God in Christian 
ideals.”

The dominant understanding of  priesthood and 
power – described as clericalism – is one key ingre-
dient and was highlighted as a major contributing 
factor to abuse and a reluctance to report it in the 
December report of  Australia’s Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.

In an essay published in January by Civilta 
Cattolica, the Jesuit journal, Father Zollner said, 
“Whoever in infancy or youth or as a candidate for 
priesthood learned that a priest is always blame-
less can easily develop the mindset that he does not 
need to justify himself  to anyone. Anyone endowed 
with sacred powers can take anything he wants 
for himself. That kind of  mentality can explain, at 
least in part, why some priests who have abused 
children or young people deny doing so or believe 
that they themselves were victims or merely ac-
complices (‘he seduced me,’ ‘he liked it’), often mak-
ing them blind to the suffering they have caused.”

In addition to a renewed understanding of  priest-
hood, Father Zollner told CNS, Catholics must 
reflect more fully on and articulate more clearly 
“what an integrated sexual life for married people, 
single people and clergy would look like. There is a 
lot to be done in that area.”

Responding to comments that the clerical sexual 
abuse crisis is a result of  the sexual revolution and 
the loss of  sexual morals, Father Zollner urged cau-
tion and an objective study of  the facts.

“The statistics from the Royal Commission report 
in Australia indicate that the abuse had its peak in 
Australia in the ‘50s and early ‘60s, which was way 
before the sexual revolution took place, so this goes 
against that argument,” he said. Studies from the 
United States, Ireland and Germany also show that 
most abusers did their seminary training and were 
ordained before the sexual revolution.

“Among the clergy, the number of  new allega-
tions from the last 20 and especially the last 10 
years has dropped almost to nil,” he said.

At the same time, Father Zollner urged a renewed 
vigilance because of  “the whole area of  the internet 
and the availability of  pornographic material and 
all ki nds of  sexual exploitation that are facilitated 
by that; it brings a new dimension to this and to 
society at large.”

Jesuit Father Hans Zollner
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Scandal illustrates clericalism’s harm to church
Russell shaW 

CatholiC News serviCe

twenty-five years ago, I published a book about 
clericalism in the Catholic Church with the title 
“To Hunt, To Shoot, To Entertain” – a quotation 

from a 19th-century British monsignor capsulizing 
his view of  what the laity are competent to do.

The book was positively, though sparsely, re-
viewed and enjoyed modest sales. As far as I can 
tell, it accomplished little or nothing of  a practi-
cal nature beyond earning me a reputation as a 
sorehead.

“Shaw’s just mad,” was how one cardinal cheer-
fully summed up what he told me he’d heard others 
say.

I couldn’t argue with that. I was mad then, and – 
in the wake of  the McCarrick scandal – I’m still mad 
now. Mad about the harm that clericalism has done 
to the church in this case and in so many others.

The difference between back then and now is that 
now, very many other Catholics are seeing red over 
this disastrous, distasteful affair.

If  toppling the regime of  clericalism in the 
church follows the disclosure that a cardinal (now 
a former cardinal) is accused of  sexually abusing 
boys and young men – so be it. The cleansing these 
unsavory revelations may help bring about is long 
overdue and now more desperately needed than 
ever.

Obviously this particular scandal has many 
threads, many aspects, including sexual ones. Cler-
icalism doesn’t totally account for what happened, 
But it is an important part of  the explanation, and 
it’s essential that we understand how that was so.

Clericalist attitudes may have been present in 
some of  the offensive behavior we’ve lately been 
hearing about. But more to the point, clericalism 
goes a long way to explain Archbishop McCar-
rick’s continued rise to the topmost levels of  the 
hierarchy, even though the allegations and suspi-
cions concerning him were known to highly placed 
persons in the church.

Despite what they knew, these highly placed 
persons apparently turned blind eyes to all that 
while allowing the man’s ascent to continue – from 
cardinal’s secretary to auxiliary bishop to bishop 
to archbishop and, finally, all the way to cardinal 
himself.

This was clericalism at work within a closed, 
clericalist system.

After all, the candidate for promotion was a well-
known part of  the ecclesiastical old boys network, 
a man with undoubted talents, including, it seems, 
a talent for ingratiating himself  with the sort of  
highly placed persons weighing his advancement to 
the next rung up the ladder.

No doubt he had certain faults of  a particularly 
ugly kind, but the highly placed persons must have 
felt that they neither needed nor, certainly, wanted 
to know too much about all that. After all, wasn’t 
a lot of  it hearsay and rumor? And anyway wasn’t 
this a case where the good outweighed the bad?

Thus so a career was constructed, an unknown 
number of  lives were ruined, and the stage was set 
for a disaster for the church. Call it a clericalist 
trifecta.

Sure I’m mad. Aren’t you?
If  any good is to come from this catastrophe, it 

will be because it occasioned real reforms. But 
what would real reforms look like? At least three 
major suggestions have surfaced to date.

One is partially visible in the pledge by Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo of  Galveston-Houston, president 
of  the U.S. bishops’ conference that, over and above 
the “canonical trial” announced by the Vatican, the 
conference “will pursue the many questions sur-
rounding Archbishop McCarrick’s conduct to the 
full extent of  its authority.”

That’s fine as far as it goes, but here’s hoping the 
bishops don’t make their probe an exercise in epis-
copal unilateralism. Credibility requires that this 
be a full scale investigation involving competent 
laypeople in its planning and execution. It would be 
a serious mistake to investigate the damage done 

by clericalism in a clericalist manner.
Another suggestion – made most prominently by 

Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley of  Boston, who heads 
the special Vatican commission on sex abuse – is to 
add bishops to the list of  those against whom the 
sanctions in the U.S. bishops’ norms on the abuse 
of  children are directed.

This of  course is something that should have 
happened 15 years ago, when the norms were being 
developed. Presumably the idea of  sanctioning 
bishops was dropped back then because in church 
law bishops have no real authority to sanction one 
another – that power rests solely with the pope.

But minimally, it seems, bishops should be able 
to censure erring brothers guilty of  some conspicu-
ous fault. If  ever that was obvious, surely it’s now.

Finally, it appears from what has happened that 
the process by which bishops are selected and pro-
moted stands in need of  revision to make it publicly 
accountable and take it out of  the hands of  a small 
group operating in strict secrecy.

As matters stand, the papal legate – the nun-
cio – can consult laypeople as part of  the process, 
but this is done only individually and in secret. 
A serious reform might see the addition of  lay 
consultative bodies at all levels, from dioceses to 
the Vatican, and at least some limited degree of  
transparency concerning what’s going on.

No one wants to turn the selection and promotion 
of  bishops into something even remotely resem-
bling an American-style election. But some lifting 
of  the heavy hand of  clericalist control and the veil 
of  secrecy that accompanies and abets it would 
clearly be in order.

In concluding that book about clericalism, I 
expressed the hope that the day would come when 
“the primordial reality of  membership in the 
church – of  engrafting into Christ – is not that one 
is a cleric or a religious or a layman, but that we 
are all ‘christifideles,’ Christ’s faithful, whom God 
calls, individually and uniquely, to work together 
in harmony for his kingdom’s coming in this life 
and together to enjoy forever the definitive fulfill-
ment of  that kingdom in the next.”

I’m still hoping for that.

Russell shaW of Silver Spring, Maryland, is former infor-
mation director for the U.S Catholic bishops and the 
Knights of Columbus. This column was written jointly 
for Catholic News Service and The Angelus newsmag-
azine of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

The pope, capital punishment and Catholics
the Vatican announced on Aug. 4 that Pope 

Francis ordered a definitive change in Catho-
lic teaching by amending no. 2267 of  the 

Catechism of  the Catholic Church. Previous 
church teaching accepted 
the legitimacy of  the death 
penalty primarily as a 
way of  protecting society 
against violent criminals. 
It now becomes the nor-
mative teaching of  the 
church to reject the use of  
capital punishment in all 
cases. The church will work 
diligently to help persons 
and societies worldwide to 
understand no matter how 
grievous the crime, no one 
ever loses his or her human 
dignity.

Historically one of  the rationales for the death 
penalty in Catholic teaching was to protect 
society. The state still has this obligation. The 
change in Catholic teaching does not take this 
away. Theologians and moralists over the centu-
ries from St. Thomas Aquinas to St. Alphonsus 
Liguori justified the death penalty not only as a 
means to protect the community, but also because 
of  its retributive character in that it restores a 
violated moral order.

This change in church teaching is challeng-
ing us not to get so focused on the crime that we 
lose sight of  the inherent human dignity of  the 
criminal. It is understandable why we become 
angry and disgusted by the criminal and his or 

her abhorrent acts. This person’s moral likeness 
to God has been tarnished and perhaps lost by se-
rious crimes. Moral likeness, however, cannot be 
equated with the divine image in which a person 
is created.

This new teaching of  the church did not come 
about all of  a sudden. Pope Francis’ predecessors 
laid the groundwork. In 1992 in the Catechism of  
the Catholic Church promoted by St. John Paul 
II, the death penalty was allowed if  it was “the 
only practical way to defend the lives of  human 
beings effectively against the aggressor.” In “The 
Gospel of  Life” (1995), John Paul wrote essentially 
the conditions that were once considered accept-
able for allowing the death penalty have basically 
disappeared (see Chapter 3). He insisted that “…
the commandment “You shall not kill’ has abso-
lute value when it refers to the innocent person.” 
(no. 57) The theological judgment that a person is 
“innocent” is not based on an individual’s moral 
character, but rather on a person’s fundamental 
dignity as created in God’s image.

In 2011, Pope Benedict XVI called on society’s 
leaders “to make every effort to eliminate the 
death penalty” (“Post-Synodal Apostolic Ex-
hortation and Address to the Community of  
Saint’Egidio”). Pope Francis has furthered these 
papal pleas, e.g., in his 2015 letter to the president 
of  the International Commission Against the 
Death Penalty where he categorizes the death 
penalty as “cruel, inhumane and degrading.” 

In 2015 Pope Francis summarized these papal 
teachings in his speech to Congress, “I am con-
vinced that this way is the best, since every life 
is sacred, every human person is endowed with 

inalienable dignity, and society can only benefit 
from the rehabilitation of  those convicted of  
crimes.”

For those already disenchanted with Pope 
Francis, this new teaching has elicited bluster-
ing attacks. He has been called “reckless, sowing 
confusion on a massive scale,” “openly heretical,” 
“immoral and sentimental” and “a doctrinal mav-
erick.” These vicious commentaries evidence a 
clear misunderstanding of  recent papal teachings 
on the inherent dignity of  all human life.

The new teaching on the inadmissibility of  capi-
tal punishment poses challenges. Fifty-three per-
cent of  American Catholics favor capital punish-
ment. It will take considerable pastoral effort to 
explain the credible reasons for this change. How 
will Catholic judges and governors be expected 
to act if  there is a conflict between their personal 
beliefs and the teaching of  the church?

A majort step has been taken in the moral and 
social teaching of  the church. Pope Francis, ad-
vancing the teachings of  St. John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict, has brought consistency to the church’s 
teachings about the dignity of  all human life from 
its beginning to its end. 

It will take time for many Catholics to assimi-
late this teaching and believe differently. The 
moral law of  graduality must be the pastoral 
norm that no Catholic who is presently unable to 
adhere to this teaching should face any canonical 
penalty or be denied the sacraments.

sulpician FatheR GeRald d. coleman is adjunct professor, 
Graduate Department of Pastoral Ministries, Santa 
Clara University.

FatheR GeRald 
d. coleman, pss

if toppling the regime of clericalism in 
the church follows the disclosure that 
a cardinal (now a former cardinal) is 

accused of sexually abusing boys and 
young men – so be it. the cleansing these 

unsavory revelations may help bring 
about is long overdue and now more 

desperately needed than ever.
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ferrone: how to respond to the mccarrick scandal
has a place in the calendar of  saints. How much do 
you want to bet that any official church investigation 
– no matter who conducts it – will be circumscribed 
in such a way that it cannot impugn his memory? 
Yet if  it cannot reach the top, it cannot satisfy the 
demand for truth.

Second, in order to discover who is responsible 
for the McCarrick mess, an investigation would 
have to find out and make public the workings of  
the Congregation of  Bishops that were responsible 
for his advancement. It would need to report on the 
machinations that went on behind the scenes at 
that curial institution. This is plainly impossible. 
No American committee, even one comprised of  
bishops, can conduct a forensic investigation into 
that body. It is out of  our reach.

Third, to be fair, any investigation of  how the 
McCarrick scandal came about would also have 
to acknowledge the widespread practice of  “wink-
ing” at the misdeeds of  the ordained – a practice so 
common that it may fairly be said to be a feature of  
clerical culture. Winking means looking the other 
way, or passing off with a joke, anything that un-
comfortably hints at malfeasance. Truth demands 
that we take this phenomenon into account. But 
can winking even be investigated? Once you start 
lining up everybody who laughed something off, or 
didn’t want to get involved, or looked the other way 
rather than confronting a powerful man who did 
unethical things, you certainly do “find the truth of  
this matter” – but unfortunately it’s this: the flour-
ishing of  McCarrick’s career despite his crimes is 
the result of  a systemic problem.

Systemic problems cannot be cured by finding 
culprits. They require systemic solutions. This fact 
should sharpen our wits rather than discourage or 
defeat us. The cover up of  abuse and the concomi-
tant enabling of  abusers, after all, is a phenomenon 
we already understand fairly well in the church. It 
arises from a confluence of  factors: the insularity 
of  clerical culture, the willingness of  clerics to lie 
to protect one another, and the corrosion of  moral 
integrity when motives of  faith and mission give 
way to concerns about advancement, power, privi-
lege, and maintaining insider status.

For better or worse, most of  our bishops are 
canon lawyers; it will be easy for them to assume 
that the most effective means at their disposal for 
dealing with this crisis are investigative tools and 
legal remedies. They aren’t.

So what can be done? The good news is that there 
is an alternative to a convict-and-punish response 
to the scandal. Rather than embarking on a lengthy, 
frustrating, and probably fruitless search for jus-

tice through identifying culprits in the McCarrick 
case, the American bishops can immediately begin 
to address the systemic issues embodied in that 
scandal. The first thing the American church must 
do – and probably the only effective thing it can do 
– is to put its own house in order.

In order to do this, the bishops will need to work 
together with all the members of  the church. They 
cannot address the problem alone. But it’s altogeth-
er possible that clergy and laity can do it together 
by recognizing the crisis for what it is and applying 
remedies with rigorous care.

Just as the American church established training 
in how to maintain safe environments for children 
and youth, it can start in on the work of  putting ev-
eryone on notice concerning the problem of  wink-
ing at illicit clerical sexual activity with adults, as 
well as financial malfeasance, misuse of  power, 
corruption of  conscience, and all the rest. Protocols 
can be put in place to protect whistleblowers and to 
see that accusations are taken seriously. Training 

in seminaries and houses of  religious studies can 
support these initiatives. Efforts that have already 
been made to safeguard minors can be enlarged to 
include adult victims. Our national and local guide-
lines to prevent abuse can and must be rewritten to 
apply also to bishops. Prospective bishops should 
be locally screened for credible abuse allegations 
before their names are sent to Rome. Ultimately, 
the insularity of  the clerical system, an insularity 
currently fostered in seminaries, needs to give way 
to a greater imperative: the good of  the Catholic 
community as a whole.

There is also a spiritual dimension to this crisis 
that is waiting to be addressed. We need to renew a 
humble, Christ-like sense of  mission in the Ameri-
can church across the board. I haven’t always been 
happy with how Pope Francis handled the problem 
of  sex abuse in Chile, which is the case that he has 
dealt with most closely. He was slow to accept facts 
on the ground that seemed obvious to the public (96 
percent of  Chileans believe that the church hid and 
protected priests accused of  sexual abuse, accord-
ing to a recent survey), and to date he has not cen-
sured a number of  bishops who seem implicated in 
the scandal. But he did get at least one thing right. 
When he met with the Chilean bishops, he called 
on them to rediscover their mission by remember-
ing their calling “not to be served but to serve.” He 
told them that the church thrives by renouncing 
privileges, not by cultivating elitism. He recalled 
that the church in Chile used to be prophetic, and 
asked them to return to their roots. In other words, 
he saw with laser clarity that the only way out of  
this crisis is to follow Christ’s example and take on 
the gentle yoke of  his humility.

We could use a dose of  that insight in the Ameri-
can church right now. For better or worse, most 
of  our bishops are canon lawyers; it will be easy 
for them to assume that the most effective means 
at their disposal for dealing with this crisis are 
investigative tools and legal remedies. They aren’t. 
Just as the church can’t restore trust and credibil-
ity through a forensic investigation of  McCarrick’s 
misdeeds, it can’t cure the systemic problems of  
clerical abuse by anything less than a conversion.

Rita FeRRone is the author of several books about liturgy, 
including “Liturgy: Sacrosanctum Concilium” (Paulist 
Press). She is a contributing writer to Commonweal.

Copyright 2018 Commonweal Foundation, reprinted 
with permission. For more information, visit www.com-
monwealmagazine.org.
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For one Day only:
Fr. Edward Inyanwachi and Angela Testani, 

co-founders of 
“The Mother of Mercy Charitable Foundation” 
will be having a fundraising event to support 

their newly, non-profit organization.

Date: Saturday, September 8th

time: 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm  

location: The Lion’s Club, 
990 Burlingame Ave., Burlingame, CA 94010

aDmission: Free

There will be 
“light 
refreshments” 
served, 
Nigerian items 
for silent auction, 
and door prizes!

For more information, you can contact 
angela testani @ (415) 586-5754 

or visit our website @ 
www.mmcharitablefoundation.org.

Hope to see all of you there.

(CNs Photo/Paolo CoCCo, reuters)
Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick of Washington faces the press 
in the shadow of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican April 24, 
2002. U.S cardinals met for a summit with Pope John Paul II at 
the Vatican April 23-24, 2002, as the sex abuse crisis unfolded 
in the United States. Cardinal McCarrick was a key spokes-
man for the bishops during the summit. 
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catastrophe “is the failure of  episco-
pal leadership.”

In a lengthy letter addressed to 
all Catholics, Cardinal DiNardo laid 
out three goals just established by 
the bishops’ Executive Committee in 
a series of  meetings held early the 
week of  Aug. 13.

The first is a “full investigation” 
into “the questions surrounding” 
Archbishop Theodore E. McCar-
rick, a former cardinal and retired 
archbishop of  Washington. He said 
the Executive Committee will ask 
the Vatican to conduct an apostolic 
visitation into these questions “in 
concert with” a group of  laypeople 
identified for their expertise by the 
USCCB’s lay-run National Review 
Board who will be “empowered to 
act.”

With a credible allegation that 
Archbishop McCarrick abused a 
minor nearly 47 years ago and ac-
cusations of  his sexual misconduct 
with seminarians, many have been 
asking how the prelate could have 
risen up the ranks of  the church as 
an auxiliary bishop, bishop, arch-
bishop and finally cardinal.

Cardinal DiNardo described the 

second and third goals, respectively, 
as an opening of  new and confiden-
tial channels for reporting com-
plaints against bishops, and advo-
cacy for more effective resolution of  
future complaints.

The three goals “will be pursued 
according to three criteria: proper 
independence, sufficient authority 
and substantial leadership by laity,” 
he said.

“Two weeks ago, I shared with you 
my sadness, anger, and shame over 
the recent revelations concerning 
Archbishop Theodore McCarrick,” 
the cardinal said. “Those sentiments 
continue and are deepened in view 
of  the Pennsylvania Grand Jury 
report.

“We are faced with a spiritual cri-
sis that requires not only spiritual 
conversion, but practical changes to 
avoid repeating the sins and failures 
of  the past that are so evident in the 
recent report,” he added.

In addition to this being presented 
to the full body of  bishops at their 
Baltimore assembly, the cardinal 
said he will go to Rome to present 
these goals and criteria to the Holy 
See, and to urge further concrete 
steps based on them.”

“The overarching goal in all of  

this is stronger protections against 
predators in the church and anyone 
who would conceal them, protec-
tions that will hold bishops to the 
highest standards of  transparency 
and accountability,” Cardinal Di-
Nardo explained.

He elaborated on each of  the goals 
he described, starting with the “full 
investigation” of  the Archbishop 
McCarrick case and questions sur-
rounding it.

He said the second goal “is to 
make reporting of  abuse and mis-
conduct by bishops easier.” The 
bishops’ 2002 “Statement of  Episco-
pal Commitment” must be updated 
and “third-party reporting mecha-
nisms” must be promoted, he said.

The third goal has to do with 
advocating for “better procedures to 
resolve complaints against bishops,” 
he said.

He also laid out the three criteria 
for pursing these goals: “genuine 
independence,” authority and “sub-
stantial involvement by the laity.”

“Any mechanism for addressing 
any complaint against a bishop 
must be free from bias or undue 
influence by a bishop,” he said. “Our 
structures must preclude bishops 
from deterring complaints against 

them, from hampering their in-
vestigation, or from skewing their 
resolution.”

Regarding authority in the 
church, he said, “Because only the 
pope has authority to discipline or 
remove bishops, we will assure that 
our measures will both respect that 
authority and protect the vulnerable 
from the abuse of  ecclesial power.”

About the “substantial involve-
ment of  the laity,” he said: “Lay-
people bring expertise in areas of  
investigation, law enforcement, 
psychology, and other relevant disci-
plines, and their presence reinforces 
our commitment to the first crite-
rion of  independence.”

In closing, he said, “I apologize 
and humbly ask your forgiveness for 
what my brother bishops and I have 
done and failed to do.”

“Whatever the details may turn 
out to be regarding Archbishop 
McCarrick or the many abuses in 
Pennsylvania (or anywhere else), we 
already know that one root cause is 
the failure of  episcopal leadership,” 
Cardinal DiNardo said. “The result 
was that scores of  beloved children 
of  God were abandoned to face an 
abuse of  power alone. This is a 
moral catastrophe.”

bishop: cardinal announces plan to address scandal’s ‘moral catastrophe’
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‘Like reading a horror book’: Bishops around US respond to abuse report
Rhina Guidos 

CatholiC News serviCe

WASHINGTON – In a tweet, a U.S. 
bishop said he had spent the night 

reading a grand jury report detail-
ing seven decades of  child sex abuse 
claims in six Pennsylvania dioceses 
and “it was like reading a horror 
book.”

Unfortunately, it was not a fiction-
al account, wrote Bishop Richard 
F. Stika of  Knoxville early Aug. 15, 
a day after the Pennsylvania Office 
of  the Attorney General published 
the mammoth document of  more 
than 1,300 pages detailing accounts 
of  the rape of  children, secrecy by 
church officials and some law en-
forcement failures over 70 years.

“It is real and lives were de-
stroyed and faith shattered,” Bishop 
Stika tweeted.

“This is extraordinarily painful, 
it is humiliating, it is nauseating,” 
said New York Cardinal Timothy 
M. Dolan during an interview with 
local CBS station WLNY in New 
York City. “This is a kick in the gut. 
I really worry about a loss of  cred-
ibility, a loss of  trust. There’s no 
use denying it. We can’t sugarcoat 
this. This is disastrous.”

Painfully aware of  the anger 
Catholics are voicing after the 
revelations out of  Pennsylvania, 
Boston Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley 
said Aug. 16 that something must be 
done right away.

“The clock is ticking for all of  
us in church leadership, Catholics 
have lost patience with us and civil 
society has lost confidence in us,” 
said Cardinal O’Malley in a state-
ment. “But I am not without hope 
and do not succumb to despondent 
acceptance that our failures cannot 
be corrected.”

At the Basilica of  the National 
Shrine of  the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington, Cardinal Edwin 
F. O’Brien, grand master of  the 
Equestrian Order of  the Holy Sep-
ulchre, began a Mass on the feast of  
the Assumption Aug. 15 by making 
a brief  reference to the develop-
ments.

“Mary, our patroness, has guided 
the church in America through 
many difficult moments,” he said. 
“Today, yet another moment of  trial 
is upon us, a very serious crisis 
which has brought many of  our 
people to the point of  despair and 
anger and even the loss of  faith.”

Archbishop of  Detroit Allen H. 

Vigneron said in an Aug. 13 state-
ment, before the report became 
public, that it was disheartening, 
“for us once again to come face-
to-face with moral failures in the 
priesthood, especially among us 
bishops.”

“These sins are marks of  shame 
upon the church,” he said.

Bishop Michael F. Olson of  Fort 
Worth, Texas, said in an Aug. 14 
statement that it’s time to hold 
accountable “morally and legally” 
those who allowed the abuse in 
Pennsylvania to occur, as well as 
those who hid alleged abuses by 
former Cardinal Theodore E. Mc-
Carrick.

“Pledges of  penitential prayer and 
actions on the part of  church lead-
ership are meaningless unless first 
preceded by contrition, confession, 
firm purpose of  amendment and 
concrete actions of  conversion,” he 
said.

“We are weary of  this cloud of  
shame that continues to shroud 
church leadership and compromise 
our mission,” he said, adding that 
he is “personally disheartened” 
because in 2002, as president of  the 
U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bish-
ops, he made assurances that this 
crisis was over and would not be 
repeated.

In a statement Aug. 9 after the 
McCarrick scandal broke and 
before the release of  the Pennsyl-
vania grand jury report, Atlanta 
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory said 
Catholics are specifically “enraged” 
about allegations of  abuse by Arch-
bishop Theodore E. McCarrick and 
find “any pastoral negligence in 
protecting our people is similarly 
grievous.”

“We are weary of  this cloud of  
shame that continues to shroud 
church leadership and compromise 
our mission,” he said, adding that 
he is “personally disheartened” 
because in 2002, as president of  the 
U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bish-
ops, he made assurances that this 
crisis was over and would not be 
repeated.
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report: details rape of children, culture of secrecy that fanned it
FroM Page 1

report details, girls became pregnant 
after being raped. One priest was 
“rendered irregular” after helping 
arrange an abortion for a minor he 
impregnated and mentions a letter 
that followed from church officials 
that “seemed to exclusively address 
the procurement of  the abortion 
with little concern that (the priest) 
had impregnated a child.”

Some cases were worse than oth-
ers, the report said, when detailing a 
case involving a boy who was given 
holy water by a priest to wash out his 
mouth after he had the boy perform 
a sex act. Most of  the children were 
teens and some were preteens, ac-
cording to the report. 

What is depicted comes from 
internal documents made available 
by dioceses, from testimony of  those 
who offered it, “and, on over a dozen 
occasions, the priests themselves 
appeared before us. Most of  them 
admitted what they had done,” the 
report says.

When the children or their families 
reported what happened, “all of  them 
were brushed aside, in every part of  
the state, by church leaders who pre-
ferred to protect the abusers and their 
institution above all,” the report says.

“The bishops weren’t just aware of  
what was going on; they were im-
mersed in it. And they went to great 
lengths to keep it secret. The secrecy 
helped spread the disease,” the report 
said.

The report identified a series of  
practices present in different ways 
across the dioceses which together 
amounted to a “playbook for conceal-
ing the truth.”

Most of  the crimes are too old to 
be prosecuted, but “for many of  the 
victims, this report is justice,” said 
Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh 
Shapiro in an Aug. 14 news confer-
ence unveiling the report, as some of  
those who had testified for the grand 
jury attended.

“We’re going to shine a light,” Sha-
piro added. “We can tell our citizens 
what happened.”

Shapiro said the abuse included a 
“systematic cover-up,” failure of  law 
enforcement and what he called the 
“weaponization of  faith.”

“Child sexual abuse is traumatiz-
ing,” he said. “In these cases there is 
an additional layer of  trauma because 
the abuse came at the hands of  their 

spiritual leaders. Instead of  healing, 
victims were shamed. They were 
ridiculed.”

A news release on the grand jury 
report by Shapiro’s office included 
a brief  video featuring comment 
from three victims on the impact 
of  abuse on their lives – an 83-year-
old man, a 48-year-old man, and a 
37-year-old woman.

“They targeted me because I was 
fatherless … I was very unaffec-
tionate. I couldn’t show any affec-
tion with my wife. … My children, 
I couldn’t hold or hug,” the elderly 
man said.

“This is not a vendetta against 
the church. We’re called survivors 

for a reason … It has absolutely de-
stroyed me,” the 48-year-old victim 
said.

“I feel like my whole life has been 
a lie,” the 37-year-old woman said.

 Grand jury members said they 
heard reports from the six dioceses 
investigated, “so that they could in-
form us about recent developments 
in their jurisdictions.”

“In response, five of  the bishops 
submitted statements to us, and the 
sixth, the bishop of  Erie, appeared 
before us in person. His testimony 
impressed us as forthright and 
heartfelt,” they wrote. “It appears 
that the church is now advising law 
enforcement of  abuse reports more 

promptly. Internal review process-
es have been established. Victims 
are no longer quite so invisible. But 
the full picture is not yet clear.”

Even though the report is long 
and its details painful, knowing 
what happened is “the only way to 
fix these problems,” they write.

The grand jury said it keeps in 
mind that there are likely more 
than 1,000 victims identified and 
likely more offending priests it does 
not know about. It identified 301 
priests in the report.

“What we can say, though, is 
that despite some institutional 
reform, individual leaders of  the 
church have largely escaped public 
accountability,” the report says. 
“Priests were raping little boys 
and girls, and the men of  God who 
were responsible for them not only 
did nothing; they hid it all. For 
decades, monsignors, auxiliary 
bishops, bishops, archbishops, car-
dinals have mostly been protected; 
many, including some named in 
this report, have been promoted. 
Until that changes, we think it is 
too early to close the book on the 
Catholic Church sex scandal.”

Following the sex abuse crisis in 
2000, the U.S. bishops in 2002 ap-
proved procedures and protocols 
for addressing allegations of  abuse. 
But Shapiro seemed to cast doubt 
that it was enough.

“They claimed to have changed 
their ways,” he said.

The grand jury said there may be 
many additional recent victims who 
have not developed the resources 
to come forward to the police or the 
church. The citizen panel said they 
hope the report encourages others 
to speak.

Bishop Lawrence T. Persico of  
Erie appeared in a news conference 
and took questions shortly after the 
report’s release, saying he wanted 
to address the victims and spoke 
of  their “unimaginable pain” and 
suffering.

“You were betrayed by people 
holding themselves out as servants 
of  God,” he said, offering each vic-
tim “sincere apologies.”

Pittsburgh Bishop David A. Zubik 
said, “We are sorry, I am sorry. 
I take this report to heart. It is a 
story of  peoples’ lives.”

Catholic San Francisco and CNA/EWTN 
News contributed.

We need to end with this note. During our deliberations, one of the 
victims who had appeared before us tried to kill herself. From her 
hospital bed, she asked for one thing: that we finish our work and 
tell the world what really happened. We feel a debt to this woman, 
and to the many other victims who so exposed themselves by giving 
us their stories. We hope this report will make good on what we 
owe.

An excerpt from Page 12 of the grand jury report.

(CNs/Joe heller)
Cartoonist Joe Heller depicts the more than 1,000 people who say they were abused by some 
301 priests in Pennsylvania, many whom are now dead. 
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‘Take clear action,’ young Catholics urge US bishops in open letter
catholic neWs seRVice

NEW YORK – A group of young Catholics has urged 
the U.S. bishops to “take clear action” by conducting 
an independent investigation of who knew what and 
when about actions by Archbishop Theodore E. Mc-
Carrick, who has been accused of sexual abuse.

They also stressed that the bishops should engage 
in “formal acts of public penance and reparation” for 
what has happened.

“An Open Letter from Young Catholics” was pub-
lished online Aug. 8 on the website of First Things, a 
journal of the Institute on Religion and Public Life, 
which is a research and education center based in 
New York. The journal is printed 10 times a year. 

The letter, addressed to “Dear Fathers in Christ,” 
had 43 signatures. The group includes authors, 
writers and editors; the heads of Catholic and other 
organizations; and professors, assistant professors, 
doctoral candidates and research scholars in various 
disciplines at Catholic and secular universities in the 
U.S. and elsewhere. 

“You are the shepherds of  the church. If  you do not 
act, evil will go unchecked,” the letter said.

It asked the bishops to “agree to a thorough, 
independent investigation into claims of  abuse by 
Archbishop McCarrick, both of  minors and of  adults. 
We want to know who in the hierarchy knew about 
his (alleged) crimes, when they knew it and what 
they did in response. This is the least that would be 
expected of  any secular organization; it should not be 
more than we can expect from the church.”

The letter also asked that “the silence surrounding 
sexual impropriety in the church be broken” and that 
the bishops “take clear action when priests flout the 
church’s sexual teaching and that networks of  sexu-
ally active priests be rooted out.”

The letter writers described themselves as some 
being younger than others but that they were “all 
children in the decades leading up to the sexual abuse 
crisis of  2002.”

They said they would speak out when they “dis-
cover clerical sexual impropriety” and would work 
to “protect the good priests and seminarians who 

are threatened when they refuse to condone the sins 
of  their fellow clerics, or when they speak out about 
them.”

The letter did not mask its anger or disappointment 
with the current situation in the church.

“We are also angry,” the letter said, about the “cred-
ible and sustained” report of  Archbishop McCar-
rick’s abuse of  a minor and over allegations of  his 
abuse of  seminarians and young priests. The group 
also is angry “that ‘everybody knew’ about these 
crimes, that so few people did anything about them 
and that those who spoke out were ignored.”

The letter mentioned “reports of  networks of  
sexually active priests who promote each other and 
threaten those who do not join in their activities; of  
young priests and seminarians having their vocations 
endangered because they refused to have sex with 
their superiors or spoke out about sexual impropri-
ety; and of  drug-fueled orgies in Vatican apartments.”

The writers said: “Bishops to make clear that any 
act of  sexual abuse or clerical unchastity degrades 
the priesthood and gravely harms the church.”

cna/eWtn neWs

WASHINGTON – Cardinal Raymond Burke said 
the Catholic Church is facing 
“a very grave crisis” due to the 
“grievous failure” on the part 
of  certain bishops and that “a 
serious loss of  confidence in our 
shepherds” needs to be restored 
after sexual abuse scandals in the 
United States.

“We are in the face of  a very 
grave crisis, which is touching 
at the very heart of  the church 
because Our Lord acts on behalf  

of  the flock through those shepherds who are 
ordained to act in his person, teaching, celebrat-

ing the sacraments, and governing the church,” 
Cardinal Burke said in an interview on Raymond 
Arroyo’s “World Over” Aug. 16.

Cardinal Burke, 70, is prefect emeritus of  the 
Apostolic Signatura. He recently returned to Rome 
from an almost month-long visit to the United 
States, said that he had “never heard so much anger, 
so much disappointment, so much frustration from 
good, Catholic faithful.” 

“We are dealing here with the gravest of  sins … 
We have to focus our attention on that, and do what 
is just with regard to all parties involved,” he said.

“For the bishop who has failed grievously in this 
area, the church’s penal remedies are expiatory rem-
edies for his good also. They address principally the 
good of  the flock because a bishop is a bishop for the 
care of  the flock,” Cardinal Burke said.

“For the bishop to prey upon the flock, committing 
mortal sins, this is simply unacceptable and it has to 
stop,” he said.

The only way this trust will be restored “is to get 
to the bottom of  this whole matter and make sure 
for the future that this does not happen,” and this 
falls under the responsibility of  the Holy Father, 
Cardinal Burke said.

It is the pope’s responsibility to receive accusa-
tions against a bishop and investigate them, he 
stressed. “This is not a part of  the responsibility of  
the conference of  bishops,” he said, referring to the 
U.S. bishops’ Aug. 16 statement on investigation and 
reporting procedures for bishops’ misconduct.

“As far as developing new procedures, the proce-
dures have been in the law of  the church for centu-
ries. They simply, especially in recent times, have 
not been known and have not been followed,” he 
continued.

“The Catholic Church in the United States is un-
dergoing possibly one of  the worst crises that it has 
ever experienced,” Cardinal Burke said. “It has to be 
recognized and it has to be dealt with in a thorough 
manner that is faithful to the church’s moral law, to 
the church herself, and to the office of  the bishops.”

Cardinal Burke said that the Pennsylvania grand 
jury investigation needs to be studied very carefully.

“It is simply a matter that needs to be approached 
with reason and with truth,” he said. “Where we dis-
cover that the appropriate action has not been taken, 
then that bishop has to be corrected. If  the bishop 
had failed very grievously, then he would simply 
have to be removed.”

“What we are seeing right now in the church, to 
the grave harm of  so many souls and really also 
to the scandal of  the world in general, is that the 
church, which should be a beacon of  light, is in-
volved in such a crisis.”

“I think we have to recognize … an apostasy from 
the faith. I believe that there has been a practical 
apostasy from the faith with regards to all of  the 
questions involving human sexuality; principally, 
it starts with the idea that there can be legitimate 
sexual activity outside of  marriage, which of  course 
is false, completely false.”

Cardinal Burke: ‘We are in the face of  a very grave crisis’

Cardinal 
Raymond Burke 
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Pope Francis: Letter to the people of  God on the abuse crisis
In an Aug. 20 letter addressed to the 
whole People of God, Pope Francis 
called on the church to be close to 
clergy abuse victims in solidarity and to 
join in acts of prayer and fasting in pen-
ance for such “atrocities.” The text was 
retrieved from www.vaticannews.va/.

“if  one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it” (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:26). These words of  St. 

Paul forcefully echo in my heart as I 
acknowledge once more the suffering 
endured by many minors due to sex-
ual abuse, the abuse of  power and the 
abuse of  conscience perpetrated by a 
significant number of  clerics and con-
secrated persons. Crimes that inflict 
deep wounds of  pain and powerless-
ness, primarily among the victims, 
but also in their family members and 
in the larger community of  believers 
and nonbelievers alike. Looking back 
to the past, no effort to beg pardon 
and to seek to repair the harm done 
will ever be sufficient. Looking ahead 
to the future, no effort must be spared 
to create a culture able to prevent 
such situations from happening, but 
also to prevent the possibility of  their 
being covered up and perpetuated. 
The pain of  the victims and their 
families is also our pain, and so it is 
urgent that we once more reaffirm our 
commitment to ensure the protection 
of  minors and of  vulnerable adults.

1. if one member suffers …
In recent days, a report was made 

public which detailed the experi-
ences of  at least a thousand survivors, 
victims of  sexual abuse, the abuse of  
power and of  conscience at the hands 
of  priests over a period of  approxi-
mately 70 years. Even though it can be 
said that most of  these cases belong 
to the past, nonetheless as time goes 
on we have come to know the pain of  
many of  the victims. We have realized 
that these wounds never disappear 
and that they require us forcefully 
to condemn these atrocities and join 
forces in uprooting this culture of  
death; these wounds never go away. 
The heart-wrenching pain of  these 
victims, which cries out to heaven, was 
long ignored, kept quiet or silenced. 
But their outcry was more power-
ful than all the measures meant to 
silence it, or sought even to resolve it 
by decisions that increased its gravity 
by falling into complicity. The Lord 
heard that cry and once again showed 
us on which side he stands. Mary’s 
song is not mistaken and continues 
quietly to echo throughout history. For 
the Lord remembers the promise he 
made to our fathers: “he has scattered 
the proud in their conceit; he has cast 
down the mighty from their thrones 
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled 
the hungry with good things, and the 
rich he has sent away empty” (Luke 
1:51-53). We feel shame when we realize 
that our style of  life has denied, and 
continues to deny, the words we recite.

With shame and repentance, we ac-
knowledge as an ecclesial community 
that we were not where we should have 
been, that we did not act in a timely 
manner, realizing the magnitude and 
the gravity of  the damage done to so 
many lives. We showed no care for the 
little ones; we abandoned them. I make 
my own the words of  the then Cardinal 
Ratzinger when, during the Way of  the 
Cross composed for Good Friday 2005, 
he identified with the cry of  pain of  so 
many victims and exclaimed: “How 
much filth there is in the Church, 
and even among those who, in the 
priesthood, ought to belong entirely to 
[Christ]! How much pride, how much 
self-complacency! Christ’s betrayal by 

his disciples, their unworthy recep-
tion of  his body and blood, is certainly 
the greatest suffering endured by the 
Redeemer; it pierces his heart. We can 
only call to him from the depths of  our 
hearts: Kyrie eleison – Lord, save us! 
(cf. Matthew 8:25)” (Ninth Station).

2. … all suffer together with it
The extent and the gravity of  all that 

has happened requires coming to grips 
with this reality in a comprehensive 
and communal way. While it is impor-
tant and necessary on every journey of  
conversion to acknowledge the truth of  
what has happened, in itself  this is not 
enough. Today we are challenged as 
the People of  God to take on the pain 
of  our brothers and sisters wounded in 
their flesh and in their spirit. If, in the 
past, the response was one of  omission, 
today we want solidarity, in the deepest 
and most challenging sense, to become 
our way of  forging present and future 
history. And this in an environment 
where conflicts, tensions and above 
all the victims of  every type of  abuse 
can encounter an outstretched hand 
to protect them and rescue them from 
their pain (cf. “Evangelii Gaudium,” 
228). Such solidarity demands that we 
in turn condemn whatever endangers 
the integrity of  any person. A solidar-
ity that summons us to fight all forms 
of  corruption, especially spiritual cor-
ruption. The latter is “a comfortable 
and self-satisfied form of  blindness. 
Everything then appears acceptable: 
deception, slander, egotism and other 
subtle forms of  self-centeredness, for 
‘even Satan disguises himself  as an 
angel of  light’ (2 Corinthians 11:14)” 
(“Gaudete et Exsultate,” 165). St. Paul’s 
exhortation to suffer with those who 
suffer is the best antidote against all 
our attempts to repeat the words of  
Cain: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
(Genesis 4:9).

I am conscious of  the effort and work 
being carried out in various parts of  
the world to come up with the neces-
sary means to ensure the safety and 
protection of  the integrity of  children 
and of  vulnerable adults, as well as 

implementing zero tolerance and ways 
of  making all those who perpetrate or 
cover up these crimes accountable. We 

have delayed in applying these actions 
and sanctions that are so necessary, 
yet I am confident that they will help to 
guarantee a greater culture of  care in 
the present and future.

Together with those efforts, ev-
ery one of  the baptized should feel 
involved in the ecclesial and social 
change that we so greatly need. This 
change calls for a personal and com-
munal conversion that makes us see 
things as the Lord does. For as St. John 
Paul II liked to say: “If  we have truly 
started out anew from the contempla-
tion of  Christ, we must learn to see 
him especially in the faces of  those 
with whom he wished to be identified” 
(“Novo Millennio Ineunte,” 49). To see 
things as the Lord does, to be where 
the Lord wants us to be, to experience 
a conversion of  heart in his presence. 
To do so, prayer and penance will 
help. I invite the entire holy faithful 
People of  God to a penitential exercise 
of  prayer and fasting, following the 
Lord’s command. This can awaken our 
conscience and arouse our solidarity 
and commitment to a culture of  care 
that says “never again” to every form 
of  abuse.

It is impossible to think of  a conver-
sion of  our activity as a Church that 
does not include the active participa-
tion of  all the members of  God’s Peo-
ple. Indeed, whenever we have tried to 
replace, or silence, or ignore, or reduce 
the People of  God to small elites, we 
end up creating communities, projects, 
theological approaches, spiritualities 
and structures without roots, without 
memory, without faces, without bodies 

see pope francis, PaGe 26

(CNs Photo/steFaNo rellaNdiNi, reuters) 
Pope Francis prays as he leads a Lenten penance service in early March in St. Peter’s Basilica 
at the Vatican. 

www.vaticannews.va
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For a FREE brochure on this pilgrimage contact:
Catholic San Francisco 415.614.5640

Please leave your name,  mailing address and your phone number
California Registered Seller of Travel   Registration Number CST-2037190-40

(Registration as a Seller of Travel does not constitute approval by the State of California)

Catholic San Francisco  and Pentecost Tours, Inc. 
invites you 

to join in the following pilgrimages

$3,399
+ $399 per person* from San Francisco if paid by 6-30-18 

Base Price: $3,499 + $399 per person* after July 15, 2018
*Estimated airline taxes & fuel surcharges are subject  to increase/decrease at ticketing (30 days prior)

Tour 71023

Early registration price $3,099 + $329* per person 
from San Francisco if deposit is paid by 7-15-17

Base price $3,199 + $329* per person after 7-15-17

*Estimated Airline Taxes & Fuel Surcharges 
subject to increase/decrease at 30 days prior

Travel Arrangements by:

Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9 AM - 5 PM E.S.T.

Tour 71023

REGISTRATION FORM
Send to:    Pentecost Tours, Inc.
    PO Box 280
    Batesville, IN  47006-0280

Catholic San Francisco / Ireland                          Oct. 23, 2017
Tour 71023

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - (Copy or Clip This Form) - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -

Enclosed is my/our $                     deposit of $500 per 
person.  Please reserve               seat(s).

Full Name

Date of Birth:                   

Full Name

Date of Birth: 

Street

City           State              Zip

Home Phone  (           )

Work Phone   (           )

Cell Phone   (           )

Email

Single room only
I will need a roommate
My roommate will be

Notes:   Passports can take 3 months or more to process 
(from application to delivery).  Ave. temps 45-57F

Gender:
M    F

U.S. Citizen:
Y     N

Gender:
M    F

U.S. Citizen:
Y     N

For information, please contact:
Chandra Kirtman

Catholic San Francisco
1 Peter Yorke Way

San Francisco, CA  94109
(415) 614-5640

To register by phone, contact:

Pentecost Tours, Inc.
(800) 713-9800

invites you to join
Saint Meinrad Graduate Theology Programs 

and Sr. Jeana Visel, OSB
on a 12-day pilgrimage to

The Emerald Isle

Catholic San Francisco

TERMS AND CONDITIONS / TOUR CONTRACT

Pentecost Tours, Inc. is not a participant in the California Travel 
Consumer Restitution Fund. This transaction is not covered by 
the California Travel Consumer Restitution Fund. You are not 
eligible to file a claim against that Fund in the event of Pente-
cost Tours, Inc.’s default. However, Pentecost Tours, Inc. does 
maintain a Trust account for tour deposits at MainSource Bank 
in Batesville, IN.

TOUR PRICE: Based on tariffs and currency exchange rates 
in effect on 11/25/2016 and subject to change without notice 
should there be a revision in rates prior to departure of tour. 
The tour price is based on a minimum of 36 passengers. Should 
there be fewer, there could be a surcharge. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: In first class hotels or better, based on 
double or triple occupancy with private facilities. Single-room 
supplement is $59 per night and based on availability. Requests 
for a roommate are assigned on a first-come, first served ba-
sis and are not guaranteed. The single-room supplement will 
be assessed if a roommate is not available when the group is 
finalized.

MEALS: Ten full hot breakfasts and eight dinners throughout 
the basic tour (continental breakfasts in hotels only where full 
breakfasts are not available). Extra charge for beverage not in-
cluded in the menu of the day.  

TIPS AND TAXES: Those normally appearing on hotel and 
restaurant bills as “service” are included, as are all governmen-
tal and local taxes on hotels and meals. Airport fees, departure 
taxes, and fuel surcharges are estimated on the original invoice 
and adjusted at ticket time.

SIGHTSEEING: By modern motorcoach, including services of 
English-speaking guides and entrance fees to places included 
in the itinerary. Masses at churches indicated are subject to 
availability.

NOT INCLUDED: 1: Airport fees, departure taxes and fuel sur-
charges (est. - $329); 2: tips to guides and drivers, meal servers 
and luggage handlers ($158.50); and 3: optional travel insur-
ance. An amount to cover these items will be added to your 
original invoice. Also not included: domestic baggage fees, 
passport and visa fees, laundry, wines, liquors, meals not includ-
ed in the itinerary, sightseeing or services other than those spe-
cifically mentioned and items of a personal nature. Note: Due to 
limited storage space on motor coaches, Pentecost Tours enti-
tles each passenger to one checked bag and one carry-on bag 
that meets airline “size/weight” allowances. Domestic baggage 
fees, overweight baggage charges, and fees for additional bags 
fall under the responsibility of the passenger.  Be aware, while 
you may agree to pay fees for additional luggage, there may 
not be room on the motor coach.  

ASSISTANCE: Pilgrims who require personal assistance must 
be accompanied by a paying passenger who will provide that 
assistance.

DEPOSIT AND CANCELLATION: A deposit of $500 per person 
is required to secure reservations, which sum will be applied to 
the price of the tour, with the balance to be paid in full no later 
than 7/23/2017. Payment of remaining balance received after 
7/23/2017 will incur a $50 penalty. Reservations made within 
92 days of departure may be subject to a late charge. In the 
event of cancellation, refund will be made up to 6/25/2017 with 
a $100 administrative fee plus any airline cancellation penal-
ties. From 6/25/2017 to 7/23/2017 the cancellation penalty is 
$500 plus any airline cancellation penalties. If cancellation is 
received after 7/23/2017, refund will be subject to a minimum 
40% cancellation fee plus any airline cancellation penalties, or 
an amount equal to expenses to the tour operator, whichever is 
greater. There will be no refund for cancellations within 33 days 
of departure. Cancellation must be in writing and the effective 
date will be the date that Pentecost Tours, Inc. receives it. In the 
event 15 passengers do not book the tour within 120 days of 
departure, the agent reserves the right to cancel the tour. Upon 
cancellation of the transportation or travel services, where you, 
the customer, are not at fault and have not cancelled in violation 

of the terms and conditions of this contract for transportation or 
travel services, all sums paid to Pentecost Tours, Inc. for services 
not received by you will be promptly refunded by Pentecost 
Tours, Inc. to you unless you otherwise advise Pentecost Tours, 
Inc. in writing. 

AIR TRANSPORTATION: Round trip San Francisco/Dublin and 
Dublin/San Francisco on economy class jet via Delta or any oth-
er IATA member. Based on 6-day minimum/21-day maximum 
advanced purchase fare, subject to participation of ten persons 
on entire flight itinerary. If cancellation is effected by passenger 
after 7/23/2017, or after air tickets are written, whichever comes 
first, 100% of airfare will be forfeited by passenger in addition to 
the penalties mentioned above. All airfares are subject to gov-
ernment approval and change without notice.

TRAVEL PROTECTION: Travel Protection is NOT included in 
the tour price. We highly suggest that all participants purchase 
a plan to help protect your trip and your investment. Plans offer 
benefits for trip cancellation/interruption, accident & sickness 
medical expense, emergency evacuation & repatriation, and 
more. You will be mailed a travel protection brochure along 
with a waiver form, in the event that you choose to decline 
coverage. The Plan Document will be provided, upon purchase.  
Read through this document carefully as it contains full plan 
and benefit details and exclusions & limitations.   Please note 
that Medicare does not provide coverage outside of the United 
States. Check with your own insurance provider to determine 
whether or not you are covered outside of the U.S.

RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY: Land arrangements includ-
ing surface transportation: Pentecost Tours, Inc., and the partici-
pating Tour Operators operate the land tours offered under this 
program only as agents of the railroads, car rental contractors, 
steamship lines, hotels, bus operators, sightseeing contractors 
and others that provide the actual land arrangements and are 
not liable for any act, omission, delay, injury, loss, damage or 
nonperformance occurring in connection with these land ar-
rangements. Delta and other IATA carriers, steamship lines and 
other transportation companies whose services are featured in 
these tours are not to be held responsible for any act, omission 
or event during the time passengers are not on board their con-
veyance. The passage contract in use by these companies when 
issued shall constitute the sole contract between the companies 
and the purchaser of these tours and/or passage.

MISCELLANEOUS FEES: All changes must be in writing and may 
incur a per-person charge for each revision. Deposits received 
within 92 days of departure may incur a late registration fee.

LAND ARRANGEMENTS: The tour operator reserves the right 
to change the itinerary because of emergencies or extenuating 
circumstances beyond our control.

ERRORS: The Pentecost Tours staff does its best to provide you 
with accurate billing, brochures, etc. However, in the event of 
computer error, verbal or written human errors, we reserve the 
right to invoice, re-invoice, or forward corrected materials. 

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED SELLER OF TRAVEL
REGISTRATION NUMBER: CST-2037190-40

(REGISTRATION AS A SELLER OF TRAVEL DOES NOT
CONSTITUTE APPROVAL BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA)

travel@pentecosttours.com
www.pentecosttours.com

PO Box 280
Batesville, IN  47006
(800) 713-9800
FAX (812) 934-5714

Ireland

with Judy and Deacon Rick Simon & Spiritual Leaders:
Fr. Tom Farrell, Sacred Heart Parish, Shawano, WI
Fr. Adam Bradley, St. Pius X Parish, Appleton, WI

Oct. 8-19, 2018
VISIT: Dublin, Downpatrick, Belfast, Giant’s Causeway, 
Derry, Knock, Westport, Kylemore, Connemara, Croagh 

Patrick, Galway, Limerick, Rock of Cashel & others

Travel Arrangements by:

travel@pentecosttours.com
www.pentecosttours.com

PO Box 280
Batesville, IN  47006
(800) 713-9800
FAX (812) 934-5714

Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9 AM - 5 PM E.S.T.

Tour 81108

REGISTRATION FORM
Send to:  Pentecost Tours, Inc.
 PO Box 280
 Batesville, IN  47006-0280

Catholic San Francisco / Italy      November 8, 2018
Tour 81108

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - (Copy or Clip This Form) - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -

Enclosed is my/our $                     deposit of $500 

per person.  Please reserve               seat(s).

Full Name

Date of Birth:                   

Full Name

Date of Birth: 

Street

City           State              Zip

Home Phone  (           )

Work Phone   (           )

Cell Phone   (           )

Email

Single room only
I will need a roommate
My roommate will be

Notes:   Passports can take 3 months or more to process 
(from application to delivery).  Ave. temps 47-62F

Gender:
M    F

U.S. Citizen:
Y     N

Gender:
M    F

U.S. Citizen:
Y     N

For further information, please contact:

To register by phone, contact:
Pentecost Tours, Inc.  |  800.713.9800

For office use only: S P             T               PL              D              W             I

November 8-15, 2018
Fr. J. Marcel Portelli

invites you to join

on an 8-day pilgrimage to

Rom e
and  Assisi

Tour 81108

Chandra Kirtman
Catholic San Francisco
1 Peter Yorke Way
San Francisco, CA  94109
(415) 614-5640

Catholic San Francisco

Early registration price $2,499 + $439* per person 
from San Francisco if deposit is paid by 7-15-18

Base price $2,599 + $439* per person after 7-15-18

*Estimated Airline Taxes & Fuel Surcharges 
subject to increase/decrease at 30 days prior

TERMS AND CONDITIONS / TOUR CONTRACT
Pentecost Tours, Inc. is not a participant in the California Travel Consum-
er Restitution Fund. This transaction is not covered by the California Travel 
Consumer Restitution Fund. You are not eligible to file a claim against that 
Fund in the event of Pentecost Tours, Inc.’s default. However, Pentecost 
Tours, Inc. does maintain a Trust account for tour deposits at MainSource 
Bank in Batesville, IN.
TOUR PRICE: Based on tariffs and currency exchange rates in ef-
fect on 12/17/2017 and subject to change without notice should 
there be a revision in rates prior to departure of tour. The tour 
price is based on a minimum of 36 passengers. Should there be 
fewer, there could be a surcharge. 
ACCOMMODATIONS: In first class hotels or better, based on 
double or triple occupancy with private facilities. Single-room sup-
plement is $49 per night and based on availability. Requests for a 
roommate are assigned on a first-come, first served basis and are 
not guaranteed. The single-room supplement will be assessed if a 
roommate is not available when the group is finalized.
MEALS: Six full hot breakfasts and five dinners throughout the ba-
sic tour (continental breakfasts in hotels only where full breakfasts 
are not available). Extra charge for beverage not included in the 
menu of the day.  
TIPS AND TAXES: Those normally appearing on hotel and 
restaurant bills as “service” are included, as are all governmental 
and local taxes on hotels and meals. Airport fees, departure taxes, 
and fuel surcharges are estimated on the original invoice and ad-
justed at ticket time.
SIGHTSEEING: By modern motorcoach, including services of En-
glish-speaking guides and entrance fees to places included in the 
itinerary. Masses at churches indicated are subject to availability.
NOT INCLUDED: 1: Airport fees, departure taxes and fuel sur-
charges (est. - $439); 2: tips to guides and drivers, meal servers 
and luggage handlers (est. - $13 per day); and 3: optional travel 
insurance. An amount to cover these items will be added to your 
original invoice. Also not included: airline baggage fees, pass-
port and visa fees, laundry, wines, liquors, meals not included in 
the itinerary, sightseeing or services other than those specifically 
mentioned and items of a personal nature. NOTE: Due to limited 
storage space on motor coaches, Pentecost Tours entitles each 
passenger to one checked bag and one carry-on bag that meets 
airline “size/weight” allowances. Domestic baggage fees, over-
weight baggage charges, and fees for additional bags fall under 
the responsibility of the passenger.  Be aware, while you may agree 
to pay fees for additional luggage, there may not be room on the 
motor coach.  
ASSISTANCE:  Pilgrims who require personal assistance must be 
accompanied by a paying passenger who will provide that assistance.

DEPOSIT AND CANCELLATION: A deposit of $500 per person is 
required to secure reservations, which sum will be applied to the 
price of the tour, with the balance to be paid in full no later than 
8/8/2018. 

Payment of remaining balance received after 8/8/2018 
[PENALTY PHASE ONE] will incur a $50 penalty. Reserva-
tions made within 92 days of departure may be subject to 
a late charge.    In the event of cancellation, refund will be 
made up to 7/11/2018 with a $100 administrative fee plus 
any airline cancellation penalties. 

From 7/11/2018 to 8/8/2018 [PENALTY PHASE TWO] 
the cancellation penalty is $500 plus any airline cancella-
tion penalties. 

If cancellation is received after 8/8/2018 [PENALTY 
PHASE THREE], refund will be subject to a minimum 40% 
cancellation fee plus any airline cancellation penalties, or 
an amount equal to expenses to the tour operator, which-
ever is greater. 

There will be no refund for cancellations within 45 days 
of departure. 

Cancellation must be in writing and the effective date will be the 
date that Pentecost Tours, Inc. receives it. In the event 15 passen-
gers do not book the tour within 120 days of departure, the agent 
reserves the right to cancel the tour. NOTE: Any change request/

alterations to the group flight itinerary, requests for airline devia-
tions and/or added domestic flights, automatically accelerates to a 
minimum PHASE TWO penalty level or the current level whichever 
is greater. Once the change request/alteration is made, those ar-
rangements are final and can NOT be changed back to the group 
arrangement.  Upon cancellation of the transportation or travel ser-
vices, where you, the customer, are not at fault and have not can-
celled in violation of the terms and conditions of this contract for 
transportation or travel services, all sums paid to Pentecost Tours, Inc. 
for services not received by you will be promptly refunded by Pente-
cost Tours, Inc. to you unless you otherwise advise Pentecost Tours, 
Inc. in writing. 
AIR TRANSPORTATION: Round trip San Francisco/Rome and 
Rome/San Francisco on economy class jet via Delta or any other 
IATA member. Based on 6-day minimum/21-day maximum ad-
vanced purchase fare, subject to participation of ten persons on 
entire flight itinerary. If cancellation is effected by passenger after 
8/8/2018, or after air tickets are written, whichever comes first, 
100% of airfare will be forfeited by passenger in addition to the 
penalties mentioned above. All airfares are subject to government 
approval and change without notice.
TRAVEL PROTECTION: Travel Protection is NOT included in the 
tour price. We highly suggest that all participants purchase a plan to 
help protect your trip and your investment. Plans offer benefits for 
trip cancellation/interruption, accident & sickness medical expense, 
emergency evacuation & repatriation, and more. You will be mailed 
a travel protection brochure along with a waiver form, in the event 
that you choose to decline coverage. The Plan Document will be 
provided, upon purchase.  Read through this document carefully as 
it contains full plan and benefit details and exclusions & limitations.   
Please note that Medicare does not provide coverage outside of 
the United States. Check with your own insurance provider to deter-
mine whether or not you are covered outside of the U.S.
RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY: Land arrangements including 
surface transportation: Pentecost Tours, Inc., and the participating 
Tour Operators operate the land tours offered under this program 
only as agents of the railroads, car rental contractors, steamship 
lines, hotels, bus operators, sightseeing contractors and others that 
provide the actual land arrangements and are not liable for any act, 
omission, delay, injury, loss, damage or nonperformance occurring 
in connection with these land arrangements. Delta and other IATA 
carriers, steamship lines and other transportation companies whose 
services are featured in these tours are not to be held responsible 
for any act, omission or event during the time passengers are not 
on board their conveyance. The passage contract in use by these 
companies when issued shall constitute the sole contract between 
the companies and the purchaser of these tours and/or passage.
MISCELLANEOUS FEES: All changes must be in writing and may 
incur a per-person charge for each revision. Deposits received with-
in 92 days of departure may incur a late registration fee.
LAND ARRANGEMENTS: The tour operator reserves the right to 
change the itinerary because of emergencies or extenuating cir-
cumstances beyond our control.
ERRORS: The Pentecost Tours staff does its best to provide you 
with accurate billing, brochures, etc. However, in the event of com-
puter error, verbal or written human errors, we reserve the right to 
invoice, re-invoice, or forward corrected materials. 

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED SELLER OF TRAVEL
REGISTRATION NUMBER: CST-2037190-40

(REGISTRATION AS A SELLER OF TRAVEL DOES NOT
CONSTITUTE APPROVAL BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA)

Fr. J. Marcel Portelli
Nov. 8-15, 2018
$2,499

+ $439 per person* from San Francisco if paid by 7-15-18 
Base Price: $2,599 + $439 per person* after July 15, 2018

*Estimated airline taxes & fuel surcharges are subject  to increase/decrease at ticketing (30 days prior

An 8-day pilgrimage to

Ephesus Theater House of Mary

Santorini

The Parthenon

Daily Mass Will Be Celebrated 

A pilgrimage in 
the footsteps 

of the Apostle,
St. Paul

Day 1: Saturday, October 13, 2018, USA / ISTANBUL
Pilgrims gather this evening at an international airport 
for our overnight flight to Istanbul. Meals and beverages 
are served on board. 

Day 2: Sunday 10/14, INSTANBUL / THESSALONIKI
Upon our arrival in Istanbul, we board our connecting 
flight to Thessaloniki, Greece’s second largest city and 
the birthplace of Aristotle.  Upon our arrival, we enjoy a 
brief orientation tour before checking in at our hotel 
for dinner and overnight. [D]

Day 3: Monday 10/15, THESSALONIKI / PHILIPPI / 
THESSALONIKI
Today, we enjoy a day trip to Philippi, a city named 
after Philip of Macedonia, father of Alexander the Great. 
Philippi was the first European town to hear the preach-
ing of St Paul.  Paul, Timothy, and Luke were able to 
make many converts among the Philippians, especially 
among those of rank.   We’ll visit the legendary prison 
of St. Paul, the theatre, Forum and St. Lydia’s Baptis-
tery before returning to Thessaloniki for dinner and an 
overnight.  [B,D]

Day 4: Tuesday 10/16, THESSALONIKI / KALAMBAKA
This morning we have free time to explore on our own 
or shop in Thessaloniki. Suggestions includes: a visit to 
either of the main squares located on the waterfront: 
Platia Elefterias or Platia Aristotelous.  Both areas are full 
of cafes and restaurants and provide an ideal environ-
ment in which to relax and soak up the bustling activity 
of the city.  This afternoon, we visit the Rotonda, Trium-
phal Arch of Galerius, the sea front and the White 
Tower before making our way to Kalambaka to check 
in at our hotel and freshen up for dinner.  Overnight in 
Kalambaka.  [B,D]

White Tower, Thessaloniki

Day 5: Wednesday 10/17, KALAMBAKA / DELPHI
Today, we begin in Kalambaka, where we visit the archi-
tectural wonder of Meteora Monasteries, prominently 
perched atop soaring cliffs.  Next, we set off for the city 
of Delphi via the National Highway. References are 
made to Delphi in connection with Apollo in such lit-
erary works as the Iliad, the Odyssey, and Oedipus Rex. 
Upon arrival in Delphi, we have an orientation tour of 
the city before checking in at our hotel for dinner and an 
overnight. [B,D]

Day 6: Thursday 10/18, DELPHI / ATHENS
Our first stop today is the ruins of Delphi that were 
once the famed Temple of Apollo.  From there, we make 
a brief stop at the nearby Theatre, the Athenian 
Treasury, and the Castalian Spring.  We continue to 
the Museum of Delphi to view some of the treasures. 
Housed in the museum are the Charioteer (a famous 
statue), the Naxian Sphinx, and the Statue of Antinoos.  
Next, we board our motor coach and make our way to 
Athens.  Upon our arrival there, we enjoy a panoramic 
tour, beginning with Hadrian’s Arch and a view of the 
Royal Palace, the Stadium, the Temple of Zeus, and 
the Theatre of Dionysius.  We visit Mars Hill, the site 
where St Paul expounded the subject of monothe-
ism before the pagan Greeks (this address is recorded 
in Acts 17:22-31).  We visit the Acropolis and the muse-
um. The Greek word “acropolis” is used in a broad sense 
to designate the fortified height of a city. Located on the 
Acropolis of Athens is the famous Parthenon (the main 
temple of Athena).  Time permitting, we walk down to 
explore the Ancient Agora and the ruins of the pris-
on where Socrates was held and ultimately carried out 

his death sentence 
by drinking hem-
lock poison. (Please 
note:  this pedes-
trian area would 
mean there would 
be a great deal of 
additional walking).   
We will proceed to 
our hotel to check 
in for dinner and an 
overnight. [B,D]

Day 7: Friday 10/19, ATHENS/ PIRAEUS / MYKONOS
This morning, we board our ship at the Piraeus pier for 
an Aegean cruise. Once we set sail, our first stop is the 
picturesque 29 square-mile island of Mykonos, known 
for its narrow winding paths, windmills, and over 350 
tiny chapels that beautifully paint the island’s charac-
teristically blue and white canvas.  We enjoy some free 
time to wander its streets, browse the many shops near 
the harbor, or relax and enjoy the breathtaking view.  We 
return to the ship to set sail for Kusadasi, Turkey.  [B]

Day 8: Saturday 10/20, KUSADASI (EPHESUS) / 
PATMOS
SHORE EXCURSION - ANCIENT EPHESUS AND THE HOUSE 
OF VIRGIN MARY: Drive through the colorful town of Ku-
sadasi to reach Mt. Koressos. Situated in a small valley, it 
is here where you will visit the humble chapel which lies 
on the site of the little house where The Virgin Mary is 
believed to have spent her last days. Despite the many 
controversies, the Christian World still favors this belief 
and the site has been officially sanctioned by the Vatican 
for pilgrimage. Continue on to Ancient Ephesus and ac-
companied by your guide, walk through the Magnesian 
Gate which is the entrance to the ancient city of Ephe-

Corinth

SHORE EXCURSION - SANTORINI:  Explore the island 
on your own.  It was here where Paul received an un-
heeded warning about his efforts to continue spreading 
his Christian beliefs. The island of Santorini is perhaps 
the most breathtaking of all Greek islands. The white-
washed houses, the narrow streets, the open-air cafes 
and boutiques of sparkling white of Fira village cling to 
steep cliffs, accesible by foot, cable-car or mule. From 
this extraordinary natural promontory, Santorini will of-
fer you the greatest view on the largest active caldera of 
the world, where, according to the legend, the lost con-
tinent of Atlantis has been swallowed up. In the south 
there is Akrotiri where you can find recent Minoan exca-
vations.  We board the ship and set sail for our return to 
the Piraeus Port.

Day 10: Monday 10/22, PIRAEUS / CORINTH / ATHENS
Today we travel from Athens to the Peloponnesian 
Peninsula. The Peninsula is connected to the main 
body of Greece by the Isthmus of Corinth. We cross 
the Isthmus to the town of the same name , where Paul 
lived and worked for two years after leaving Athens. 
The account of the foundation of the Christian Church 
here by Paul, the Apostle and Patron Saint of Corinth, 
can be read in Acts 22. We view the excavations, the 
Bema Seat, and the museum. We return to Athens for 
a night tour of the city and a sound and light show 
before continuing to a typical Greek Taverna for dinner. 
Overnight in Athens.  [B,D]

Day 11: Tuesday, October 23, 2018, ATHENS / USA
We bid farewell to Greece and begin our journey back to 
the United States.  We arrive home blessed by the gift of 
God’s many graces and inspired by the grandeur of His 
majestic landscapes. [B]

sus. See the most magnificent excavations in the world. 
St. Paul’s descriptive Letter to the Ephesians (5:21-33) de-
scribes the sacred bond between Christ and the Church 
in a beautiful comparison to that of the bond shared by a 
husband and his wife. During his three years of residency 
in Ephesus, Paul meets 12 believers.  He baptized them in 
God’s holy name and they received the holy spirit.  Next, 
we walk back to the motor coach along the Arcadian 
Way, where Mark Anthony and Cleopatra once rode in 
procession.   From there, we sail to Patmos.

SHORE EXCURSION - ST. JOHN MONASTERY AND THE 
GROTTO IN PATMOS: Depart from the port of Scala and 
enjoy a short drive to the village of Chora , where the 
monastery of St. John is built within the walls of a strong 
fortification. As you walk uphill towards the entrance of 
the monastery marvel at this magnificent structure, which 
was built 900 years ago . View the courtyard, the monk’s 
dining room and the old bakery before you visit the main 
church noted for its outstanding frescoes and interior 
decoration. Next, visit the small museum where price-
less ecclesiastical treasures, books, manuscripts, mosaics, 
icons, splendid medieval textiles , vestments and jewelry 
are housed. Return to your motor coach and continue to 
the nearby Grotto of the Apocalypse and the Monastery 
of the Apocalypse above it. Walk down the steps to the 
Grotto of the Apocalypse. Here you will see the niches in 
the wall that mark the pillow and ledge used as a desk by 
the author of the Book of the Revelation and the crack 
in the rock made by the voice of God honoring the Holy 
Trinity.  Afterwards, drive back to the port of Scala and 
enjoy some free time in this quaint and picturesque town. 

We board the ship and set sail for Crete.

Day 9: Sunday 10/21, HERAKLION (CRETE) / SANTORINI
SHORE EXCURSION - KNOSSOS PALACE & MUSEUM IN 
HERAKLION: Crete is the largest and the most rugged of 
the Greek islands. En route from Jerusalem to Rome, St. 
Paul was forced to anchor here for a few weeks because 
of a hurricane.  During his stay, he preached to the na-
tives.  Crete is also the home of the great Minoan Civili-
zation and the mythological home of Zeus. After a short 
drive through the town of Heraklion the tour will arrive 
at Knossos excavations. Here, Sir Arthur Evan’s archaeo-
logical discoveries revealed a civilization dating back to 
4000 BC, when a great empire flourished on the island of 
Crete. Based on the wealth of artifacts that were found, 
Evans theorized that this was the site of the ancient Mi-
noan Kingdom. These findings will be viewed in detail, as 
your guide will lead you on a journey of discovery to learn 
of the sophisticated culture that flourished thousands 
of years ago on this island. The tour will continue to the 
Museum of Heraklion which houses the treasures from 
the findings of Knossos, Phaestos, Zakros and others less 
known cities.

Greece & 
Turkey

easTern europe

Oct. 13-23, 2018
11 days

Includes Aegean Cruise With Fr.Paw Lwin 
$3,199

+ $559 per person* from San Francisco if paid by 7-5-18 
Base Price: $3,299 + $559 per person* after March 8, 2018
*Estimated airline taxes & fuel surcharges are subject  to increase/decrease at ticketing (30 days prior)

with Bishop Donald J. Hying

Oct. 15-26, 2018
12 day pilgramage

Explore Austria, Czech Republic and Poland
$3,299

+ $479 per person* from San Francisco if paid by 7-6-18 
Base Price: $3,399 + $479 per person* after July 7, 2018

*Estimated airline taxes & fuel surcharges are subject  to increase/decrease at ticketing (30 days prior)

Visit Munich, Salzburg, Prague, Krakow, Auschwitz, Warsaw and more

companions: retired adults 
find new purpose in ignatian group
notice in the St. Ignatius Parish bulletin 
announcing the start of a 10-month 
“service and spirituality” group at St. 
Agnes’s Ignatian Spiritual Life Center.

St. Ignatius and St. Agnes are both 
Jesuit parishes separated by less than a 
mile. Ignatian Companions is a program 
of St. Agnes’ Ignatian Spiritual Life 
Center and is endorsed by the Western 
Province of the Society of Jesus.

The San Francisco program now in 
its fifth year, was seeking “mature” 
Catholic men and women from any 
parish with the time and desire to 
serve the poor and marginalized in 
their communities while immersing 
themselves in Ignatian spirituality. 
Yanish became one of  them.

According to co-founder Jim Briggs, 
Companions in Ignatian Service and 
Spirituality got its start on the cam-
pus of  Santa Clara University more 
than a dozen years ago by lay men and 
women eyeing retirement who wanted 
to continue to grow in their faith. The 
former chief  of  staff to the university 
president described the program as 
“contemplatives in action.”

“Ignatian Companions are called to 
direct contact with the poor,” he said, 
often in ways closely related to their 
professional backgrounds. Retired 
doctors may serve at free health clin-
ics for the uninsured, for example, 
and former teachers may tutor the 
educational disadvantaged. 

People moving into the demograph-
ic of  retirement or semi-retirement 
want to continue to fulfill their calling 
outside their professional identity, he 
said. “Part of  the program’s discern-
ment is understanding how they have 
been gifted and how they want to 
continue to use those gifts.”

Ignatian Companions commit to a 
10-month program that couples 4-to-8 
hours a week of  volunteer work of  
their choice serving the needs of  the 
poor and marginalized in their com-
munities with a group meeting and 
daily study, prayer and reflection.

The San Francisco group meets at 
St. Agnes, the East Bay group at the 
Jesuit School of Theology in Berkeley 
and the South Bay group at Santa Clara 
University. On Aug. 25 new and return-
ing members from all groups will begin 
their new year together at an opening 
retreat at the Dominican Sisters of Mis-
sion San Jose motherhouse in Fremont.

Facilitated by a Jesuit priest for the 
first year, the group uses “The Guide 
for the Journey,” a workbook based on 
the spiritual exercises of  St. Ignatius 
of  Loyola. 

The founder of  the Society of  Jesus 
composed the exercises – a set of  medi-
tations, prayers and contemplations 
– to help people discern God’s will for 
them.

Yanish, whose primary service work 
is with the homeless, said the essence 
of  Ignatian spirituality to her is, “find-
ing God in all things, in all beings.”

A lot of  people pass the homeless on 
the street and don’t even want to make 
eye contact, she said. 

“I really make an effort to look into 
the eyes of  each homeless man or 
woman,” she said, recognizing their 
shared humanity in the face of  Jesus, 
an experience can be “transformative.”

Johns was one of  the hundreds of  
homeless men and women she encoun-
tered each week when she joined the 
sisters of  the Missionaries of  Charity 
at the homeless encampment near 
Cesar Chavez Street to help serve hot 
meals.

A Native American, Johns told them 
his mother was orphaned on a reserva-
tion in Oregon and raised in a convent 
by a group of  nuns there. He said he 
remembered the stories about these 
Catholic nuns but that he’d never been 
baptized in the Catholic faith.

Yanish said Johns told the sisters he 
wanted to “become Catholic and go to 
Mass every day,” and Yanish helped 
them move mountains to help him do 
that. He took multiple buses to attend 
the RCIA program at St. Dominic 
Church and found a place to sleep 
afterward wherever he could. this past 
Holy Saturday, he entered the church, 
taking the name “Augustine.” 

Still, Johns remained homeless. 
Yanish helped him fill out the applica-
tion for a room at St. Anne’s, wrote up 
a personal history and filled out the 
mounds of  required paperwork, some-
thing she had lots of  experience doing 
for patients in the past. 

During the process, said Yanish, he 
asked her if  she would be his power of  
attorney. “I have no one else,” he said. 
“I thought about it for a minute,” said 
Mary, and then said, “Yes, Smiley, yes 
I will.”

For more information visit ignatiancom-
panions.org.
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The first goal, Cardinal DiNardo 
said, is a “full investigation” into 
“the questions surrounding” Arch-
bishop Theodore E. McCarrick, who 
is accused of  sexually abusing a 
minor almost 50 years ago and alleg-
edly sexually harassed seminarians 
in more recent times; the second 
and third goals, respectively, are 
the opening of  new and confidential 
channels for reporting complaints 
against bishops, and advocacy for 
more effective resolution of  future 
complaints. Three criteria, he said, 
will be followed: proper indepen-
dence, sufficient authority and sub-
stantial leadership by laity.”

The signers of  the statement 
posted on dailytheology.org de-
scribed themselves as active Catho-
lics coming from all walks of  life, 
with many working at various levels 
of  the Catholic Church and Catholics 
with families:

“(We) teach in Catholic schools, 
colleges, universities and gradu-
ate programs. We work in parishes, 
retreat centers and diocesan offices. 
We are parishioners, lay ecclesial 
ministers, liturgical musicians, cat-
echists, pastoral care workers, youth 
and young adult ministers, chap-
lains, parish workers, community 
advocates, students, teachers, profes-
sors, librarians and researchers. We 
are mothers and fathers, aunts and 
uncles, sons and daughters, vowed 
religious. We are the baptized.”

The statement noted that the 
grand jury report and its “nause-
ating clarity” of  seven decades of  
abuse and cover-up “by bishops and 
others in positions of  power” came 
after the “revelations of  decades of  
sexual predation” allegedly by Arch-
bishop McCarrick and while the 
church remains “in the long shadow 
of  the sexual abuse crisis in Boston 
and beyond.”

“Systemic sin cannot be ended 
through individual goodwill,” the 
statement said. “Its wounds are not 
healed through statements, internal 
investigations, or public relations 
campaigns but rather through col-
lective accountability, transparency 
and truth-telling.”

The signers said they “stand in 
solidarity with the thousands of  
victims, named and unnamed, whom 
predatory priests, protected by the 
willing silence of  many bishops, 
have raped, abused, brainwashed, 
traumatized and dehumanized.”

They also said, “We grieve for our 
church,” as well as for students, 
children, families, parents, grand-
parents, friends, neighbors and all 
of  those we love who have left or will 
leave the Church because they have 
found its leaders unworthy of  trust.

“We grieve for our parishes, com-
munities, schools and dioceses,” 
they said.

Editor’s note: The full statement, in 
English and Spanish, can be found at 
https://bit.ly/2BsLqwO.

group: Abuse scandal 
exposes ‘systemic’ issues
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humbling to join the past recipients 
who continually raised the standards 
of  legal achievement while seeking 
justice for all. I hope in some small 
way I can continue their trailblazing 
efforts to achieve a more just society.”

Brandi has established scholarships 
at University of San Francisco School 
of Law, of which he is an alumnus and 
current member of the faculty, and 
schools including St. Ignatius College 
Preparatory, Sacred Heart Cathedral 
Preparatory, ICA Cristo Rey and Holy 
Name School. In 2016, SI awarded 
Brandi, an alumnus, its Christ the 
King Award for his contributions to the 
school and Catholic education. He and 
his wife, Carol, are parishioners of St. 
John the Baptist Church in Healdsburg. 

    Brandi had a huge role in the 
successful effort some 25 years ago 
to maintain ministry at Nativity 
Parish, San Francisco, a spiritual 
home to Polish, Slovenian and Croat 
Catholics since 1903 and a worship 
site very dear to his family especially 
his late mother Evelyn Brandi, a 
longtime parishioner of  Holy Name 
of  Jesus, San Francisco. He remains 
as counsel to the state of  Slovenia 
today. 

The St. Thomas More Society of  
San Francisco was founded in 1937 
and is the oldest fellowship of  Catho-
lic lawyers and judges in the West. 

Information about the Mass and pur-
chasing tickets for the dinner that fol-
lows is available at www.stthomasmore-
sf.org/the-red-mass/.

reD mass: blesses court year
FroM Page 2

Fr.Paw
ignatiancompanions.org
ignatiancompanions.org
dailytheology.org
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Project rachel
coordinator 
wanted

Project Rachel Ministry coordinator 
directs the archdiocesan ministry 
to those who have been involved 
in abortion. Position is paid, 
15 hours a week, flexible schedule 
with some nights and weekends. 
Reports to director, Office of 
Human Life & Dignity. Required: 
Catholic, minimum two years 
experience. Preferred: Bachelor’s 
degree, Spanish fluency. Pursuant 
to the San Francisco Fair Chance 
Ordinance, the Archdiocese 
will consider for employment 
qualified applicants with arrest and 
conviction records.

For more information go to 
sfarch.org/ employment-opportunities. 415-485-4090

complete Fireplace & Gutter service

ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO
PARISH ACCOUNTING & PAYROLL COORDINATOR

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Parish accounting & Payroll coordinator
The Archdiocese of San Francisco has 90 + Parishes and 30 + Parish schools. Provide timely Accounting-
bookkeeping support to Parishes and Parish Schools and assist in the processing of payroll. Ensure 
compliance with various accounting and payroll policies and procedures of the Archdiocese.

Attributes of a Successful Candidate:
Must be a strong collaborator, who is customer focused and service oriented. Must be detail oriented, 
a “doer” but able to step back set priorities and get things done. Comfortable with systems; very good 
understanding of Excel, and proficient understanding and use of QuickBooks-On-Line.
Customers:  Pastors, elementary school principals, Controller, Payroll Manager and Chief Financial Officer 
Reports to:   Chief Financial Officer and Payroll Manager
Hours: Full time, 37.5 hour per week

key Responsibilities:
• Provide Quick-Books-On-Line (QBO) accounting support and assistance to parish and school 
 bookkeepers and business managers.
• On-going; maintain parish and school accounting structure and chart-of-accounts in QBO
• Serve as a resource and trainer to bookkeepers on QBO and accounting inquiries.
• Own the processing of payroll in ADP for a portion of the Parish & School Coordinated Payroll, 
 and 2 other “payrolls” processed for the Chancery
• Process payroll garnishments
• Prepare and process the quarterly escheatment of payroll checks
• Visit Parish schools and Parishes as necessary to assist and train bookkeepers, business 
 managers and payroll administrators
• Ensure compliance with established policies and procedures.
• As necessary interact with third party accountants.

basic skills, Knowledge and/or abilities
• Degree in Accounting or Business
• 5-7 years accounting/bookkeeping experience
• Experience in processing of payroll in ADP WorkforceNow
• Strong bookkeeping experience in QuickBooks
• Excellent interpersonal skills
• Able to initiate and carry out responsibilities independently and in a timely fashion
• Respect for the values and teachings of the Catholic Church
• Ability to supply (on a limited basis) own vehicle for business use, with subsequent employer mileage reimbursement

Please submit resume and cover letter to:
Archdiocese of San Francisco, Office of Human Resources

One Peter Yorke Way, San Francisco, Ca 94109
Attn: Patrick Schmidt

Or e-mail to:  schmidtp@sfarch.org 
Pursuant to the san Francisco Fair chance ordinance, we will consider for employment qualified applicants with arrest and conviction records.  

We are an equal opportunity employer.

help wanted

ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO
DEPARTMENT OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

TITLE: Executive Assistant   
REPORTS TO: Superintendent of Schools
statUs: regular Full time, Non-exempt

The Executive Assistant’s primary responsibility is to provide logistical support and office 
coordination to the Department of Catholic Schools, ensuring the installation of appropriate 
systems and tools for the team’s success. Specifically, the position is a benefits eligible, 
non-exempt employee  responsible for providing assistance to the Superintendent, provid-
ing general office management, and meeting and event coordination. 

tasKs aND resPoNsibiLities:
• Screen and redirect phone calls for the superintendent
• Manage the superintendent’s calendar, the master calendar for the 
 Department of Catholic Schools, and other calendars 
• Complete the superintendent’s expense reports, reconcile statement 
• Plan and manage all large DCS events
• Work with the Superintendent to plan all DCS Team Meetings, oversee 
 the DCS budget

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE
• Bachelor’s Degree
• Practicing Catholic in full communion with the teachings of the 
 Roman Catholic Church
• Knowledge of organization and practices of the Roman Catholic Church, 
 including services and ceremonies
• Proficient with Computer skills (Microsoft Office Suite)
• Proficient with and have the ability to provide clear, verbal and written communications. 
• Knowledge of and experience with principles and practices of basic 
 office management

kEY COMPETANCIES
• Ability to maintain strictest confidentiality in all matters
• Communication skills – Professional level of written and verbal communication
• High level of diplomacy in dealing with individuals
• Highly organized with the ability to prioritize and multi-task
• High level of customer service orientation
• Attention to detail and accuracy; Problem assessment and problem solving
• Teamwork and an attitude of collaboration Qualified applicants should email 
 resume and cover letter to Escobarc@sfarch.org

Pursuant to the San Francisco Fair Chance Ordinance, we will consider for employment qualified applicants 
with arrest and conviction records.  We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

help wanted
Driscoll’s Valencia Street Serra Mortuary 
Customer Service Funeral Arranger Full-Time Position
A family owned funeral home in San Francisco, is looking for a bilingual 
(Spanish/English) speaking person with kind and warm people/customer 
service skills for a funeral arranger position. Funeral experience a plus but not 
required. Training will be provided. Professional appearance and demeanor.

SKILLS & EXPERIENCE: A.A. degree. Minimum of two years of office/
customer service experience. Strong work ethics, needs to be a kind, 
compassionate, friendly, detail-oriented, well organized person with 
excellent communication, phone and computer skills. California driver’s 
license, clean D.M.V. driving record report must be provided. Must be 
able to lift 50 pounds or more.

FULL-TIME WORK includes every other weekend.

SOME RESPONSIBILITIES include: answering phone inquiries/meeting 
with families to plan funeral service arrangements, coordinate, assist, 
drive on services.

Please email resumes with cover letter to 
driscollsmortuarysfcareer@gmail.com.

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.

ASSISTANT: LIVE-IN 
I am a S.F. lady 
available as an 

organizer, domestic 
and personal assistant.
English speaking only.

Reliable, honest, 
experienced, 
non-smoker.

Excellent local 
references.

CALL 415-561-9275

ClassiFieds
to aDvertise in catholic san francisco

call (415) 614-5642 | fax (415) 614-5641
visit www .catholic-sf .org

email advertising .csf@sfarchdiocese .org

CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCOMaintenance Lead Wanted
Star of the Sea is seeking an 
experienced Maintenance 
Lead to to ensure that our 
facilities are kept in safe and 
presentable conditions.  30 hours/week 
is required and we are offering between 
$18-$24/hour, with full benefits included. 

Contact us at 415-751-0450 for more details.

Star of the Sea Church
4420 Geary Blvd. @ 8th Ave. in San Francisco

(415) 751-0450 | www.starparish.com

fi

Confessions:
Sat, December 20 2:15-4:15 pm
Mon, December 22  6:30-8:30 pm
and 15 minutes before every Mass

December 24th Daily Masses:
7:30 am (Latin) & 12 Noon (English)

ChChristmas Eve Masses (Dec 24th):
4:30 pm Children’s Mass
10:00 pm Christmas Caroling
10:30 pm English  “Midnight” Mass
12 Midnight Latin High Mass with Choir

Advent and Christmas Schedule 2015
Christmas Day Masses (Dec 25th):
8 am Quiet Mass
9:30 am Choir and Organ
11 am Latin High Mass with Choir
1 pm Contemporary Music

New Year’s Day Masses (Jan 1):
Solemnity of the MarSolemnity of the Mary, Mother of God,
Holy Day of Obligation
7:30 am Latin Mass
12 Noon English Mass
5:30 pm English Mass
7 pm Latin Mass

sfarch.org
www.catholic-sf.org
mailto:advertising.csf@sfarchdiocese.org
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Not a licensed contractor

Accepting all credit cards and PayPal.
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Lic#582766

CAHALAN CONSTRUCTION
Painting • Carpentry • Tile

Siding • Stucco • Dryrot
Additions • Remodels • Repairs

415.279.1266
mikecahalan@gmail.com

construction

fences & decks

John Spillane
• Retaining Walls • Stairs • Gates

• Dry Rot • Senior & Parishioner Discounts

650.291.4303

Li
c.

 #
74

29
61

plumbing

HOLLAND
Plumbing Works San Francisco

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
PAT HOLLAND

CA LIC #817607 
BONDED & INSURED

415-205-1235

flooring

High Quality Affordable Floor 
Installation in the Bay Area

 

 Hardwood Floors * Refinishing 
* Carpets * Linoleum

• Custom Floor Coverings 
* Mobile Showroom 

Commercial & Residential
Lic#945009 

Mobile:  (415) 297-1715
Office:  (415) 769-5367

chaconflooring@yahoo.com
www.chaconflooring.com 
Warehouse/Showroom:

45 Boutwell St.,  San Francisco, CA  94124

S.O.S. Painting CO.
Interior-Exterior • wallpaper • hanging & removal

Lic # 526818  •  Senior Discount

415-269-0446 • 650-738-9295
www.sospainting.net
Free estimates

Joseph Clancy Painting
victorian restoration

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL
FREE ESTIMATES

O: (415) 668-1021 • C: (415) 806-9262
jclancypainting@gmail.com
LICENSE #664830     BONDED

painting

electrical

650.322.9288
Service Changes
Solar Installation
Lighting/Power
Fire Alarm/Data
Green Energy

Fully licensed • State Certified • Locally 
Trained • Experienced • On Call 24/7

ALL ELECTRIC SERVICE All Purpose
Quality interior and exterior painting, 

demolition , fence (repairs), 
roof repairs, skylight repair, 

gutter (cleaning and repairs), 
landscaping, gardening, 

hauling, moving, carpenter
Call Grant
Cell (415) 517-5977
 24 Hours

not a licenSeD contractor

handyman

stay connected to catholic san FRancisco
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter. 
Sign up to receive Enews at catholic-sf.org

and ultimately, without lives. This is clearly seen in a 
peculiar way of understanding the Church’s author-
ity, one common in many communities where sexual 
abuse and the abuse of  power and conscience have 
occurred. Such is the case with clericalism, an ap-
proach that “not only nullifies the character of  Chris-
tians, but also tends to diminish and undervalue the 
baptismal grace that the Holy Spirit has placed in the 
heart of  our people.” Clericalism, whether fostered 
by priests themselves or by lay persons, leads to an 
excision in the ecclesial body that supports and helps 
to perpetuate many of the evils that we are condemn-
ing today. To say “no” to abuse is to say an emphatic 
“no” to all forms of clericalism.

It is always helpful to remember that “in salvation 
history, the Lord saved one people. We are never 
completely ourselves unless we belong to a people. 
That is why no one is saved alone, as an isolated 
individual. Rather, God draws us to himself, taking 
into account the complex fabric of  interpersonal 
relationships present in the human community. God 
wanted to enter into the life and history of  a people” 
(“Gaudete et Exsultate”). Consequently, the only way 
that we have to respond to this evil that has darkened 
so many lives is to experience it as a task regarding 
all of  us as the People of  God. This awareness of  be-
ing part of  a people and a shared history will enable 
us to acknowledge our past sins and mistakes with a 
penitential openness that can allow us to be renewed 
from within. Without the active participation of  all 
the Church’s members, everything being done to 
uproot the culture of  abuse in our communities will 
not be successful in generating the necessary dynam-
ics for sound and realistic change. The penitential 
dimension of  fasting and prayer will help us as God’s 

People to come before the Lord and our wounded 
brothers and sisters as sinners imploring forgive-
ness and the grace of  shame and conversion. In this 
way, we will come up with actions that can generate 
resources attuned to the Gospel. For “whenever we 
make the effort to return to the source and to recover 
the original freshness of  the Gospel, new avenues 
arise, new paths of  creativity open up, with different 
forms of  expression, more eloquent signs and words 
with new meaning for today’s world” (“Evangelii 
Gaudium,” 11).

It is essential that we, as a Church, be able to ac-
knowledge and condemn, with sorrow and shame, the 
atrocities perpetrated by consecrated persons, clerics, 
and all those entrusted with the mission of watching 
over and caring for those most vulnerable. Let us beg 
forgiveness for our own sins and the sins of others. An 
awareness of sin helps us to acknowledge the errors, 
the crimes and the wounds caused in the past and 
allows us, in the present, to be more open and commit-
ted along a journey of renewed conversion.

Likewise, penance and prayer will help us to open 

our eyes and our hearts to other people’s sufferings 
and to overcome the thirst for power and possessions 
that are so often the root of those evils. May fasting 
and prayer open our ears to the hushed pain felt by 
children, young people and the disabled. A fasting that 
can make us hunger and thirst for justice and impel 
us to walk in the truth, supporting all the judicial 
measures that may be necessary. A fasting that shakes 
us up and leads us to be committed in truth and char-
ity with all men and women of good will, and with so-
ciety in general, to combatting all forms of the abuse 
of power, sexual abuse and the abuse of conscience.

In this way, we can show clearly our calling to be “a 
sign and instrument of communion with God and of  
the unity of the entire human race” (“Lumen Gen-
tium,” 1).

“If  one member suffers, all suffer together with it”, 
said St. Paul. By an attitude of prayer and penance, we 
will become attuned as individuals and as a commu-
nity to this exhortation, so that we may grow in the 
gift of compassion, in justice, prevention and repara-
tion. Mary chose to stand at the foot of her Son’s cross. 
She did so unhesitatingly, standing firmly by Jesus’ 
side. In this way, she reveals the way she lived her 
entire life. When we experience the desolation caused 
by these ecclesial wounds, we will do well, with Mary, 
“to insist more upon prayer”, seeking to grow all the 
more in love and fidelity to the Church (St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, “Spiritual Exercises,” 319). She, the first of  
the disciples, teaches all of us as disciples how we are 
to halt before the sufferings of the innocent, without 
excuses or cowardice. To look to Mary is to discover 
the model of a true follower of Christ.

May the Holy Spirit grant us the grace of conver-
sion and the interior anointing needed to express 
before these crimes of abuse our compunction and 
our resolve courageously to combat them.

pope francis: letter to the people of god on the abuse crisis
FroM Page 23

nuncio: us bishops committed to addRessinG scandal
VATICAN CITY – The U.S. bishops are “deeply com-

mitted” to facing the reality of clerical sexual abuse 
and the history of covering it up, said the Vatican 
nuncio to the United States.

“All of us bishops, priests and members of the 
church must find a real response to the problem. Just a 
juridical or organizational response will not be enough 
to avoid evil,” said the nuncio, Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre.

The archbishop made the comments at a news 
conference Aug. 19 in Rimini, Italy, before giving the 
opening address at the annual weeklong conference of  
the Communion and Liberation movement.

Responding to reporters, Archbishop Pierre said 
he would have to be “very discreet” in talking about 
the crisis that began unfolding in June with the news 
that a church investigation found credible allegations 
that now-Archbishop Theodore E. McCarrick abused 
a minor. That was followed by a series of revelations 

about sexual harassment and misconduct in some 
seminaries and, especially, with the release in August 
of a Pennsylvania grand jury report about decades of  
abuse and cover-ups in six dioceses.

Every Christian has a formal obligation to be a 
credible witness to the truth that happiness is found in 
experiencing God’s love and striving to live according 
to God’s will, the archbishop said. 

CatholiC News serviCe

clericalism, whether fostered by priests 
themselves or by lay persons, leads to 
an excision in the ecclesial body that 

supports and helps to perpetuate many 
of the evils that we are condemning 

today. to say ‘no’ to abuse is to say an 
emphatic ‘no’ to all forms of clericalism.

http://www.catholic-sf.org/
mailto:advertising.csf%40sfarchdiocese.org?subject=
http://www.sospainting.net/
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csF content in youR inbox:
Visit catholic-sf.org to 
sign up for our e-newsletter.

sunday, sept. 2

CHINESE CATHOLICS’ MOSAIC: 
Host J.A. Gray speaks with Divine 
Word Father Peter Zhai, a native of 
mainland China, and a cradle Catholic, 
who directs the Chinese Ministry of the 
archdiocese, 5:30 a.m., KPIX Channel 
5, CBS Bay Area. sfarch.org/mosaic-tv. 

tuesday, sept. 4

NEW SPANISH MISSAL WORK-
SHOPS: Misal Romano Tercera Edi-
cion, the new Spanish language missal 
for the United States will be previewed 
and discussed Sept. 4, Mission Dolo-
res Basilica, San Francisco; Sept. 6, 
St. Raphael Church, San Rafael; Sept. 
11, St. Matthew Church, San Mateo; 
Sept. 13, Corpus Christi Church, San 
Francisco. All sessions are 10:30 a.m.-
noon and admission is free. The Office 
of Worship invites all priests, deacons, 
parish musicians and diocesan leaders 
who lead or participate in Masses in 
Spanish to attend. Areas of discussion 
will include what is new in the missal 
and what has stayed the same, the 
book’s layout, the Proper of Saints and 
new Masses as well as music notation 
and chant. Registration is requested by 
emailing your name and session you 
will attend to director of worship, Laura 
Bertone, bertonel@sfarch.org, or leav-
ing a message (415) 614-5586. 

satuRday, sept. 8

2-DAY PADRE PIO RELICS: Come 
and venerate the relics of St. Padre 
Pio of Pietralicina commemorating the 
50th anniversary of his death Sept. 23, 
1968, St. Mary Star of the Sea Church, 
180 Harrison Ave, Sausalito, Saturday 
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. with Mass at 5 p.m. 
and Sunday 8 a.m.-noon with Mass 
at 7:30 and 9 a.m. Church parking will 
be limited to handicap only, visit www.
starofthesea.us for transportation and 
direction details to the event. Make 
reservation at https://padre-pio-relics-
sausalito.eventbrite.com

REUNION: Mercy High School, San 
Francisco, Class of 1988, Thirsty Bear 
Brewing Co., 661 Howard St., San 
Francisco. Cynthia Baro, baro.cynthia@
gene.com.

sunday, sept. 9

POLICE AND FIRE BLUE MASS: 
The 71st Annual Police and Fire Mass 
will be celebrated 11 a.m., St. Monica 
Church, 24th Avenue and Geary Bou-
levard, San Francisco. A reception fol-
lows. The Mass welcomes people of all 
faiths and is dedicated to remembering 
and honoring the ultimate sacrifice 
made by the police officers and fire-
fighters of San Francisco. 

monday, sept. 10

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: St. Pius 
Grief Ministry, eight-session “First 
Step” Grief Support Group. If you are 
in the early stages of your loss, or have 
not previously attended a grief sup-
port group, this program may benefit 
you. All meetings will be held at the St. 
Pius Parish Center, 7 p.m. To register, 
or for more information, please call 
our hotline at (650) 361-0655 or email 
griefministry@pius.org. Walk-ins are 
welcome. Group takes new entrants 
through Sept. 24.

Wednesday, sept. 12

‘LAUDATO SI’’: Jesuit Father John 
Coleman about the radical break-
through of “Laudato Si,’” namely that 
all creatures reflect the glory of God 
and will be part of the new creation. 
The main focus of his talk will be on 
what parishes in the United States 
have been doing and what they can 
do to put Laudato Si into effect. St. 
Anselm Centenial Hall, 7 p.m., Shady 
Lane and Bolinas Avenue, Ross, (415) 
453-2342; www.saintanselm.org. 

thuRsday, sept. 13

NEW SPANISH MISSAL WORK-
SHOPS: Misal Romano Tercera Edi-
cion, the new Spanish language missal 
for the United States will be previewed 
and discussed Sept. 13, Corpus Christi 
Church, San Francisco. All sessions 
are 10:30 a.m.-noon and admission is 
free. The Office of Worship invites all 
priests, deacons, parish musicians and 
diocesan leaders who lead or partici-
pate in Masses in Spanish to attend. 
Areas of discussion will include what is 

new in the missal and what has stayed 
the same, the book’s layout, the Proper 
of Saints and new Masses as well as 
music notation and chant. Registration 
is requested by emailing your name 
and session you will attend to director 
of worship, Laura Bertone, bertonel@
sfarch.org, or leaving a message (415) 
614-5586. 

satuRday, sept. 15

HANDICAPABLES MASS: Mass at 
noon then lunch, both in lower halls, 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Gough Street 
at Geary Boulevard, San Francisco, 
Gough Street entrance. All disabled 
people, caregivers invited. Please 
RSVP by contacting Diane Prell, activi-
ties coordinator, (415) 452-3500; www.
Handicapables.com. Dates are subject 
to change.

sunday, sept. 16

‘FREE TO FLY’: Annual Gala Luncheon 
to benefit Good Shepherd Gracenter 
helping women without resources 
break free from drug and alcohol 
addiction and create a healthy and 
hopeful future for themselves and oth-
ers, Patio Espanol, 2580 Alemany Blvd. 
Activities include a DJ, photo booth, 
silent auction, raffle, and live auction. 
Gracenter will honor Martha Ryan, 
from the Homeless Prenatal Program 
as well as an outstanding graduate, 
Pali Boucher, the founder of Rocket 
Dog Rescue. For ticketing, sponsor-
ship info, please go to http://GSG18.
givesmart.com. You may also contact 
Good Shepherd Sister Marguerite, 
sr.marguerite@gsgracenter.org; (628) 
224-2050. 

REUNION: Mercy High School, San 
Francisco, Class of 1958 at Mercy High 
School, 11:30 am, $75. Fran Shanley 
Ferry, JimFranFerry@msn.com. 

satuRday, sept. 22

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEW-
AL CONFERENCE: Archdiocesan 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 21st 
Holy Spirit Conference, St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Gough Street at Geary 
Boulevard, San Francisco. Registra-

tion $20. Dynamic speakers. English 
track: Father Mike Barry, Father Levi 
Hartle. Spanish track: Padre Rafael 
Chavez, Padre Jorge Arias. Confer-
ence includes healing service and an 
evening Mass, 7 p.m. Mass is open to 
the public. Online and mail in registra-
tion is found at www.SFSpirit.com or 
register onsite. 

ST. MATTHEW REUNION: St. Mat-
thew School, San Mateo, grand re-
union, 5 p.m. alumni Mass, followed by 
tours, cocktails, dinner at 6 p.m. RSVP 
and tickets, Stmatthewcath.org/alumni; 
msharrison@stmatthewcath.org. (650) 
343-1373, main office. All St. Matt’s 
more than 5,000 former students, prin-
cipals, pastors, faculty, staff are invited 
to attend.

thuRsday, sept. 27

RED MASS: Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church, 666 Filbert St. at Washing-
ton Square, San Francisco, 5:30 p.m. 
The liturgy asks “blessing and guid-
ance for judges, attorneys, law school 
professors, law students, government 
officials, and others involved in the 
legal and justice systems, and indeed 
for all who seek justice,” St. Thomas 
More Society, sponsors, said. The St. 
Thomas More Society of San Francisco 
was founded in 1937 and is the oldest 
fellowship of Catholic lawyers and 
judges in the West. Information about 
the Mass and purchasing tickets for the 
dinner that follows is available at www.
stthomasmore-sf.org/the-red-mass/. 

satuRday, sept. 29

ST.PATRICK’S SEMINARY GALA: St. 
Patrick’s Seminary will honor Arch-
bishop Timothy P. Broglio and the 
Archdiocese for the Military Services 
at the school, 320 Middlefield Road, 
Menlo Park. The evening includes ves-
pers, 4:30 p.m.; tours and cocktails, 5 
p.m.; dinner 6 p.m. with a program and 
silent auction until 8:30 p.m. For ticket 
information, contact John Callan, (650) 
325-5621; advancement@stpsu.edu.

REUNION: Mercy High School, San Fran-
cisco, Class of 1968, Basque Cultural 
Center, 599 Railroad Ave., South San 
Francisco, 11:30 a.m., $50, Judy McE-
learney Norbriga, judyaileen@yahoo.com.
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In Remembrance of the Faithful Departed Interred
In Our Catholic Cemeteries During the Month of July

A Tradition of Faith Throughout Our Lives.

HOLY CROSS, 
COLMA
Helen Ahern
Adelaida M. Alvarez
Melencio A. Alvarez
Diomedes A. Aragon
Natividad R. Aurellano
Roberto Anselmo Avila
Helen M. Baiss
Anthony J. Balestrieri
Stephen W. Barber
Noble Bolanos
Richard Braden
Robert Emerson Brian
Richard Alan Brugioni
German Y. Buensuceso Jr.
Michele Stephanie Bussey
Walter C. Capella
Ray Catelli
Anne M. Childs
Joseph Choorapoykayil
Hortencia T. Cid
Lorraine Collins
Jean Courier
Naomi Cravalho
Donal P. Cronin
Patricia Ann Crowley
Edith A. DeAngelis
Cinta Razquin Del Valle Barry
Concha “Ma Connie” Delgado
Paul A. Domergue
Marian Dougall
William Wallace Dougall II
Marie A. Dulcich
Mary P. Dunleavy
Emile Duronslet, Sr.
Janiece Duronslet
William E. Engler
Rev. George Fitzgerald, CSP
Lucia R. Flaherty
Eleonore M. Fourie
Teddy Carl Freij, Sr
Eduardo S. Gobaleza

Ella M. Grecia
Jose Ovidio Gueretta
Arloene L. Hamilton
Jeanne Marie Handley
Steven Michael Heinicke
Ben Joseph Helton
Norby Enrique Huezo
Mary R. Huss
Donna Marie Jochen
Catherine M. Kessel
Denise A. Kent
Germaine King
F. Theodore Kitt
Patricia J. Kokich
Dennis A. Labogin
Javier Laval
Helen R. Lee
Cornelio B. Lucas
Paulette Lusinchi
Veronica “Bonnie” Maguire
Alice D. Marquez
David B. Marraccini
Thelma R. McKenzie
Anne F. McPhee
Richard C. McPhee
Donald Robert McPhee
Gloria E. Medina
Porfirio M. Mier
Albert H. Modena, Jr.
Carolyn A. Modeste
Filomena R. Montemayor
Betty Ann Monty
Frank Monty
Raymond John Napolis
Anthony T. Nguyen
Evelyn Marie Nickel
August Nickel
Fidel R. Opiana
Fernando R. Penas
Johnny N. Peralta
Sister Diana Petz
Mary Bernice Pinelli
Kathleen Platt
Mary E. Pope

Anthony Patrick Psaila
Catalina H. San Juan
Virginia C. Sanchez
Sherylene Ramirez Semano
Maureen O’Donnell Seyler
Kathleen Marie Smith
Sr. Marianne Smith
Amanda Solis
Noe Soriano
Frank J. Strazzarino
Louis R. Sunseri
Sellweh M. Totah
Claire M. True
Marcela A. Tugade
Elise A. Vagadori
Devina “Dee” M. Vallelunga
Rolando Cipriano Villanueva
Romulo Villanueva
Gabriel Webster
Mary S.K. Yiu
Marguerite Zanatta

HOLY CROSS, 
MENLO PARK
Ronald G. Blankenhorn
Henry Jean Maurice Cuisinot
Ma. Carmen Gutierrez Gomez
Elsie Ledesma

MT. OLIVET, 
SAN RAFAEL
Nancy Dufficy Fewell
Susan Marie Gocher
Michael D. Thomey
Anita Tremolada
Phillip F. Vizcarra
Turid Vizcarra

TOMALes
Edward A. Pedrani

HOLY CROss CATHOLIC CeMeTeRY, COLMA
first saturday mass
Saturday, September 1, 2018

All Saints Mausoleum Chapel – 11:00 am

Rev. Msgr. C. Michael Padazinski, JCD, 
Chancellor of the Archdiocese of San Francisco

Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery 1500 Mission Road, Colma | 650-756-2060
Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery Santa Cruz Ave. @Avy Ave., Menlo Park | 650-323-6375

tomales Catholic Cemetery 1400 Dillon Beach Road, Tomales | 415-479-9021
st. anthony Cemetery Stage Road, Pescadero | 650-752-1679

mt. Olivet Catholic Cemetery 270 Los Ranchitos Road, San Rafael | 415-479-9020
Our Lady of the Pillar Cemetery Miramontes St., Half Moon Bay | 650-712-1679
st mary magdalene Cemetery 16 Horseshoe Hill Road, Bolinas | 415-479-9021
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