
Old St. Mary’s, now in its 188th year of faith and service to God’s people, 

and served by the Holy Spirit Fathers since 1893, extends a warm welcome to all! 

Hymns & Readings 
ENTRANCE: 

392 | On Jordan’s Banks 

OFFERTORY: 

402 | Comfort ye My People 

FINAL: 

569 | Jesus Shall Reign 

Readings begin at 1004 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Daily, Monday through Saturday; 12:15PM 

Saturday:  5:30PM  

Sunday 

8:30AM, 10AM (Latin), & 12noon  

 

Holy Day Masses | Announced 

Confessions  

Heard 30 minutes before every Mass 

 

Wedding, Baptism & Confirmation 

Inquiries 

rectory@oldstmarysdetroit.com 

Rev. John Owusu-Achiaw, C.S.Sp.  

Priest In Solidum 

Rev. Godfrey Mgonja, C.S.Sp.   

Priest In Solidum 

Rev. John (J.J.) Mech  

Priest In Solidum 

Rev. Mario Amore  

Priest In Solidum/Moderator 

Rev. LeRoy Moreeuw, C.PP.S.  
(In Residence) 

 
Rev. Mr. Michael Van Dyke , Deacon 

Second Sunday of Advent | December 4, 2022 

646 Monroe Avenue, Detroit 48226 | 313.961.8711 | FAX 313.961.4994 | rectory@oldstmarysdetroit.com | Website: www.oldstmarysdetroit.com 

Immaculate Conception 
December 8 

Masses, 12:15 & 5:30 

Feast of the 

Join us to celebrate 
our parish feast day and 

observe a Holy day of Obligation. 
The 5:30 mass will be followed by 

a Holy Hour at 7PM 
 

Www.iamhere.org/advent 



Sunday, December 4 : Second Sunday of Advent 

8:30  Leonard Dziekan by Beth Dziekan  

10:00  Vince Bellanca by Rose B. Bellanca  

12:00  

 

Lisa Maria Porstman-van Gils by Mom & Dad  

Monday, December 5: Weekday 

12:15  Elijah Sute, that God’s protecting hand will guide physical & 
spiritual development by Daniel Sute 

 

Tuesday, December 6: Saint Nicholas, Bishop 

12:15  In honor of my very own Holy Guardian Angel by Micki Czerniak  

Wednesday, December 7: Saint Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

12:15   Grace Mefri & Micki Czerniak by Maggie Nohra  

Thursday, December 8: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

12:15  Okulski & Gieraltowski Families by Dr. Clark Okulski  

Friday, December 9: Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

12:15  Stanley J. Kochanski by the Woodside Family  

Saturday, December 10: Our Lady of Loreto 

12:15  Young & Leskey Families by Dr. Clark Okulski  

5:30  William & Immelda Young by Margaret & Gordon Ray  

Sunday, December 11: Third Sunday of Advent 

8:30  Mado & Kim Lie Family by Dr. Clark Okulski  

10:00  For the intentions of our Parishioners  

12:00  

 

Lisa Maria Porstman-van Gils by Mom & Dad 
40th Wedding Anniversary for William & Kathleen Nosseck 
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 Mass  Schedule                  
December 3/4 

Celebrant 

December 3/4 

Lector 

December 10/11 

Celebrant 

December 10/11 

Lector 

   Sat. 5:30 p.m. Fr. John G. Harris Fr. Godfrey T. Milligan 

  Sun. 8:30 a.m. Fr. John T. Burton Fr. Godfrey M. Pierron 

10:00 a.m. Fr. Lee T. Carson Fr. John E. Gibson 

12:00 p.m. Fr. Godfrey B. Dean Fr. Lee B. Dean 

Members of our Parish Family… 
Ruby Ashley,  Brian Dean, Dolores Mullins,  

Bob Rosenfeld, Kathleen Sullivan, Valerie Wise 

Friends and Family of  Parishioners… 
Caroline & Tom Grossman, Rick Harp, Abby McKenzie, 

Joseph Rose, William Worden 

We began the season of Advent last 
Sunday. The word Advent means com-
ing. During this period, the church 
gives us an opportunity to prepare for 
the coming of Jesus Christ, not just as 
a baby who was born in Bethlehem 
over 2,000 years ago, but also as the 
risen Lord who comes into the lives of 
each person and each generation. The 
church invites us to dedicate ourselves 
once again, to walk in the light of the 
Lord so that God’s purpose throughout 
history, may be fulfilled in us, in our 
family, and in our children’s children. 

As part of the preparation toward 
Christ coming, the prophet Isaiah in 
today’s reading, invites us to trust and 
hope in God. He wants us to know that 
God is sending us a Messiah, upon 
him will rest the Spirits gift, and with 
him will come knowledge of the Lord. 
This coming will bring peace and jus-
tice on earth. Thus, we are invited to 
be promoters of peace, love and unity 
in our homes, parish, and places of 
work. 

Talking on the same theme, St Paul 
advises us to live in harmony with one 
another, and to glorify God our Father 
by our faithful Christian life. He en-
courages those who are strong in the 
faith, to support the weak, by their 
good examples. 

In the gospel reading, John the Baptist 
invites us to prepare the way of the 
Lord’s coming by reforming our lives 
and allowing God’s spirit and law, 
guide us in whatever we do and say. 

May we use this season of Advent to 
prepare ourselves to be found worthy 
to welcome Christ. 

Yours in peace, 

Fr. John 

Advent 2022 

Christmas Eve | 5:30PM, Music begins at 5PM 
12:00 Midnight, Music begins at 11PM, Carol Procession & 

Blessing of the Crib at 11:50 

Christmas Day | 8:30AM, 10AM (Latin), 12:00 Noon 

Christmas 
MASS SCHEDULE 



Jottings from Fr. J.J. 

We need to LIVE the Nativity! 
     We are already entering our second of only four weeks of 
Advent.  Do you feel spiritually ready for celebrating Jesus’ birth?  God, 
in His infinite wisdom, love, and humility, became a human being .... 
for us! Jesus did not just appear on earth fully grown one day, rather 
he was born a baby, helpless & vulnerable, and ended up going 
through the trials and tribulations of being human. He did not have to 
do this, but He chose to. We celebrate this great act of love on 
Christmas. We prepare our hearts to celebrate His coming during the 
season of Advent. 
     Advent is a gift to us because this fact is a lot to absorb. The four 
weeks of the Advent season exist to help us prepare, contemplate, and 
understand the great reality of God becoming man for our sakes 
because of His great love for each of us. 
     Our goal for this devotional and joyous Advent season is to be able 
to worship the Lord well and be transformed. I have written many 
articles over the years encouraging various practices during Advent in 
order for this to happen.  I have suggested that we carve out time for 
going to the sacrament of reconciliation, that we pray more, and I have 
encouraged family prayer utilizing the Advent wreath. 
     This year, I am inviting you to do those things, but also to LIVE the 
nativity.  Saint Francis of Assisi is credited with creating the first live 
nativity scene in 1223 to cultivate the worship of Christ. He himself had 
recently been inspired by his visit to the Holy Land, where he'd been 
shown Jesus's birthplace. The event was very popular and inspired 
communities throughout Christian countries to stage similar 
exhibitions. Because of Francis of Assisi and this tradition, thousands of 
tourists travel to Greccio annually for the live Nativity put on by locals 
and to visit nearby Franciscan shrines. Pope Francis made a surprise 
visit there in 2016.  Two years earlier, the pope visited a live Nativity at 
the Church of St. Alfonso Maria dei Liguori on the outskirts of Rome 
that featured 200 costumed participants, numerous farm animals and 
a live baby in the role of Jesus. 
     This weekend at the Mother Church, the Cathedral of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to enter into Advent in a fresh way 
by “living” the nativity.  TODAY, after the 11 am Mass, people of all 
ages and faiths are invited to prepare their hearts to celebrate the 
Lord’s coming and experience what He has done and is asking us to do 
to make His presence known today.  Like St. Francis’ nativity, there will 
be live animals and costumes (we encourage children and you to dress 
as an angel or shepherd).  There will be free food and drinks, singing, 
reverencing of the St. Joseph relic and items to bring home with you to 
help you to contemplate, understand, and “prepare Him room” in your 
hearts and homes. It should begin around 12:15pm.  In the spirit of our 
local Franciscan, Blessed Solonas, I thank all the many folks who have 
helped to put this experience on and thank God ahead of time for the 
transformation of our hearts that will occur! 
     I hope to see you there. 
 
God Bless, 

Fr. J.J. 
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Bambinelli Sunday  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

A beloved annual tradition in preparation for Christmas, the 

Blessing of the Bambinelli was first instituted 

by St. John Paul II. On the third Sunday of Advent, 

the children of Rome are encouraged to bring the 

baby Jesus (Bambinelli) from each of their Nativity sets to 

St. Peter’s Square. Following the Sunday Angelus address, 

the Pope blesses the figurines. 

Now celebrated in other churches around the world, 

this Advent tradition is a way for children to connect their 

Nativity scene at home, to the celebration 

of Christmas at their church. 

On Sunday, December 11, at all Masses (Saturday, 5:30PM | 

Sunday, 8:30AM, 10AM & Noon), the faithful are invited to 

bring the baby Jesus figurines from their home Nativity sets, 

to the church for this special blessing. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Donations taking place beginning this weekend 

through December 18 

Council 305 

GOAL | $500.00 

Please help us give the gift of warmth 

this Christmas season 

COATS FOR KIDS 

Administration: 

Ken Marchetti, Operations Coordinator 
Michelle Chmura, Administrative Assistant 

Tod Calleja, Facilities Manager 

Finance Council Members:   

Gerald Conover, Martin Critchell, 
Neil Barnes, Gerald Gruska 

Family of Parishes Pastoral Advisory Representatives: 
Thomas Carson, Ph.D., Dr. Michelle Pierron, 

Michelle St. Pierre 

Please remember in your prayers 
longtime parishioner Dick Miller, 
who passed away at his home in 
Las Vegas on November 19 and 
was buried from Old St. Mary's on 
December 2. Dick was a member 
of the parish council and lector at 
the noon Mass. He will be remem-
bered in a special way, as St Nicho-
las by the parish children, for the 
recurring role he played at the 
 annual St. Nicholas party. 

Beloved husband of Kathleen (nee Khollman). Cherished son 
of the late Gustave and Mildred (Tenuta). Brother of Donna 
(Patrick) Coleman. Loving father of Mark (Trish), Virginia 
(Daniel) Roberts, Matthew (Amy), Gretchen, Catherine (Joel) 
Mich, Christopher, Michael (Jessica), Daniel (Alison), and 
Timothy (Luisa). Proud Grandfather of 12.  

LOST & FOUND 
Baskets with any items found in the church are now located at 

the back of church. Please see an usher if you need assistance. 


