
Rev. John Owusu-Achiaw, C.S.Sp.  

Priest In Solidum 

Rev. Godfrey Mgonja, C.S.Sp.   

Priest In Solidum 

Rev. John (J.J.) Mech  

Priest In Solidum 

Old St. Mary’s, 

now in its 188th year 

of faith and service 

to God’s people, 

and served 

by the Holy Spirit 

Fathers since 1893, 

extends 

a warm 

welcome to all! 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
Daily, Monday thru Saturday; 12:15PM 

Saturday:  5:30PM  

Sunday 
8:30AM, 10AM (Latin), & 12noon  

 
Holy Day Masses | Announced 

Confessions  
Heard 30 minutes before every Mass 

Rev. Mario Amore  

Priest In Solidum/Moderator 

Rev. LeRoy Moreeuw, C.PP.S.  

(In Residence) 

Michael Van Dyke , Deacon 



Sunday, January 1: The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

8:30  For the intentions of our clergy  

10:00  For the intentions of our clergy  

12:00  For the intentions of our clergy  

Monday, January 2: Saints Basil the great & Gregory Nazianzen, 
                                    Bishops & Doctors of the Church 

12:15  Leonidas Juanero by Silvie Johnson  

Tuesday, January 3: The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

12:15  Joseph A. Reichenbach  

Wednesday, January 4: Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

12:15   For the intentions of our parishioners  

Thursday, January 5: Saint John Neumann, Bishop 

12:15  For the intentions of our clergy  

Friday, January 6: Saint Andre Bessette, Religious 

12:15 

 7:00 

 For the intentions of our parishioners 

First Friday, Tridentine Mass, celebrant Fr. Derik Peterman

 

Saturday, January 7: Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 

12:15 

 

 

 

Mark & Ryan Ledford by Beth Ledford 
Scott B. Worden Jr. by Mr & Mrs William Worden 

 

5:30  Martin Reddy by Mary Cox  

Sunday, January 8: The Epiphany of the Lord 

8:30  Fr. Wayne Epperley by Michelle Pierron  

10:00  Dorothy Carson by Mary Hoover  

12:00  For the intentions of our clergy  

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is celebrated at Old St. Mary’s 

on the first Wednesday of the month. The next Anointing of the Sick will be  

this Wednesday, January 4th  following the 12:15 mass. 
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 Mass  Schedule                 

December 31/ 

January 1 

Celebrant 

December 31/ 

January 1 

Lector 

January 7/8 

Celebrant 

January 7/8 

Lector 

   Sat. 5:30 PM Fr. Godfrey T. Milligan Fr. John R. Selwa 

 Sun. 8:30 AM Fr. Godfrey T. Burton Fr. Godfrey M. Pierron 

10:00 AM Fr. Lee (Latin) E. Gibson Fr. John (Latin) T. Carson 

 12:00 AM Fr. John B. Dean Fr. Lee B. Dean 

Hymns & Readings 
ENTRANCE | 449, The First Noel 

OFFERTORY | 429, Infant Holy 

FINAL | 414, Hark the Herald Angels 

Readings begin at 1020 

Administration: 

Ken Marchetti, Operations Coordinator 
Michelle Chmura, Administrative Assistant 

Tod Calleja, Facilities Manager 

Finance Council Members:   

Gerald Conover, Martin Critchell, 

Neil Barnes, Gerald Gruska 

Family of Parishes 

Pastoral Advisory Representatives: 

Thomas Carson, Ph.D., Seema Erskine, 

Gerald Gruska, Dr. Michelle Pierron, 

Dr. Vincent Potts, Michelle St. Pierre 

Wedding, Baptism & Confirmation 
Inquiries 

rectory@oldstmarysdetroit.com 

Looking 

for 

Volunteers... 

ALTAR SERVERS, LECTORS, 
USHERS, HOSPITALITY. 

Help us to serve you! 

Would you like to get to know your 

fellow parishioners? 

Would you like to participate in 

other aspects of the parish? 

We have many areas that are in 

need of volunteers; 

We invite you to please call the 

parish office for more information 

313.961.8711 
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2023 Catholic Calendars 

are available 

at the back of the church. 

Within the octave of Christmas, the 
church places before us for our reflection, 
the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Jo-
seph, as a model for our Christian fami-
lies. In other words, we are invited to 
meditate on the life of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph vis-à-vis our own lives and roles as 
parents, fathers, mothers, and children. 
Every family must face difficulties and 
challenges; the Holy family was not ex-
empt from the harsh realities of life that 
beset our families today. We can easily 
imagine how Joseph and Mary might have 
misunderstood one another when Mary 
conceived Jesus through the power of the 
Holy Spirit and Joseph wanted to divorce 
her.  

Many people today complain of not hav-
ing enough income to support their fami-
lies, to pay their bills and rent. The Holy 
Family also faced financial challenges. 
According to the book of Leviticus 2:2-8 
(which is Mosaic Law), after labor, a 
woman is required to offer a year-old 
lamb as a burnt offering, and a turtle dove 
or a young pigeon as an expiation of sin. 
Mary and Joseph could not afford this 
requirement because they were poor. 
Therefore, they presented two turtledoves 
during the presentation of Jesus at the 
temple. 

Some families today undergo exile due to 
war, famine, and natural disasters. Some 
move away from their loved ones to se-
cure a better future. We are told  within 
the Gospel of Matthew, that the Holy 
Family fled to Egypt as refugees, because 
Herod, the cruel king, wanted to kill Je-
sus, the newborn king. Again, they suf-
fered the greater pain of all families – the 
pain of bereavement and separation of 

death, as Mary watched her son die on 
the cross. 

Despite these challenges, sufferings, tri-
als and temptations, they did not give up, 
but they struggled and survived through 
prayer, obedience, faith and trust in God. 
Their suffering and challenges helped 
them discern the will of God and to fulfill 
it in their lives. For example, Mary’s 
faith enabled her to accept God’s plan, to 
be the mother of Jesus Christ; her re-
sponse was “I am your handmaid, let 
what you have said, be done to me, ac-
cording to your word” – Lk 1:38. With 
her yes, the word became flesh and dwelt 
among us – Jn 1:14. Joseph’s strong faith 
in God made him obey the angel’s com-
mand in his dream, and took Mary, his 
pregnant wife, into his home when he 
was contemplating divorcing her secretly. 
Our trust and faith in God, will also help 
us overcome our difficulties and perse-
vere to the end. 

The feast represents victory: it wants us 
to know that Mary and Joseph successful-
ly overcame their challenges in life by 
putting their trust and faith in God and 
allowed his will to be done in their lives! 
We too must put our trust and hope in 
God’s divine power and his will in our 
lives, that we will overcome our chal-
lenges and crises in life. 

The readings for this feast also remind us 
of how to live our family life as Chris-
tians. In the first reading, Sirach exhorts 
children to respect and obey their parents 
and to take care of them when they are 
old. According to Sirach, parents bring 
children into the world to nurture and 
care for them. Though parents can and 

Members of our Parish Family… 

Ruby Ashley,  Brian Dean, 

Dolores Mullins, Bob Rosenfeld, 

Kathleen Sullivan, Valerie Wise 

Friends and Family of  Parishioners… 

Caroline & Tom Grossman, 

Rick Harp, Abby McKenzie, 

Joseph Rose, William Worden 

Please keep in your Prayers 
 

Monthly Book Discussion 

Beginning Monday, February 13 

A book discussion group will meet at 7PM 
in Room B on the second Monday of each month 

for one to two hours.  

Our first book: 
How the Catholic Church Built 

Western Civilization 
by Thomas E. Woods 

For the February 13 meeting, please read the first two chapters. A summary of topics cov-
ered will be provided each month so that even if you miss out on your reading, you can 
still participate. 

Bring yourself and a friend! Discover what you didn’t learn in school! 

Blessed Sacrament Cathedral 

Coffee and donuts will resume 
Sunday, January 8. 

PLEASE NOTE 

sometimes do make mistakes, children 
still owe them gratitude and respect. Any 
child who honors their parents, will be 
heard when they pray, and they will be 
blessed by God. 

At the same time, parents must also do 
everything in their power for their children 
and not denigrate them. They must under-
stand that when one feels loved, the natu-
ral response is to honor and hold the per-
son who is loving, in high esteem. There-
fore, parents must try to love, care, show 
concern and compassion to their children 
and strengthen their family with a prayer 
life. They must be patient, gentle, and 
more responsible and show good Christian 
examples for their children to imitate. 
Mothers must imitate Mary, by keeping 
the love of God active and alive in their 
home. Fathers must, likewise, imitate St 
Joseph who is kind, patient, just, prayer-
ful, loving, and who worked hard to pro-
vide the best he could for Jesus and Mary. 

In general, we are all called to lovingly 
bear with and forgive one another as 
Christ has forgiven us. We are encouraged 
to deal with each other with kindness, 
compassion and respect. As we celebrate 
this feast, may our Christian families be a 
reflection of the Holy Family. May we 
entrust our families and ourselves into the 
protection and guidance of God and allow 
his holy will be done in our lives. Amen! 

Fr. John Owusu-Achiaw 

(Of note: This feast usually occurs on a Sun-
day, but when a Sunday does not occur be-
tween December 25 and January 1, this feast is 
celebrated on December 30.) 

Pondering the Feast of the Holy Family 


