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Old St. Mary’s, now in its 188th year of faith and service to God’s people, 

and served by the Holy Spirit Fathers since 1893, extends a warm welcome to all! 

Feast of the Epiphany | January 8, 2023 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Daily, Monday thru Saturday; 12:15PM 

Saturday:  5:30PM  

Sunday 
8:30AM, 10AM (Latin), & 12noon  

 
Holy Day Masses | Announced 

Confessions  
Heard 30 minutes before every Mass 

Rev. Mario Amore  

Priest In Solidum/Moderator 

Rev. LeRoy Moreeuw, C.PP.S.  

(In Residence) 

Michael Van Dyke , Deacon 

646 Monroe Street, Detroit 48226 | 313.961.8711 | rectory@oldstmarysdetroit.com | www.oldstmarysdetroit.com 

Hymns & Readings 
ENTRANCE | 420 

God Rest You, Merry Gentlemen 

OFFERTORY | 429 
Unto Us a Boy 

FINAL | 424 
Joy to the World 

Readings begin 
at 1021 



Sunday, January 8: The Epiphany of the Lord 

8:30  Fr. Wayne Epperley by Michelle Pierron  

10:00  Dorothy Carson by Mary Hoover  

12:00  For the intentions of our clergy  

Monday, January 9: The Baptism of the Lord 

12:15  Ted Parka Family by Dr. Clark Okulski  

Tuesday, January 10: Weekday 

12:15  Effie M. Teichenback 
For the intentions of Grace Metri & Katherine Samaha by Maggie Nohra 

 

Wednesday, January 11: Weekday 

12:15   For the intentions of our parishioners  

Thursday, January 12: Weekday 

12:15  Maurice & Ellen Roche by Family  

Friday, January 13: Saint Hilary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

12:15  For the intentions of our clergy  

Saturday, January 14: Weekend 

12:15  For the intentions of our parishioners  

5:30  Thadeus Spiegel Family by Dr. Clark Okulski  

Sunday, January 15: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30  Poor Souls in Purgatory by Estrellita Gibson  

10:00  Antoine & Mnica Beaubien by Parishioners of Old St. Mary’s  

12:00  Patti Gonyeau By Michelle Peirron  
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 Mass  Schedule                 
January 7/8 

Celebrant 

January 7/8 

Lector 

January 14/15 

Celebrant 

January 14/15 

Lector 

Sat. 5:30 PM      Fr. Godfrey R. Selwa Fr. Godfrey G. Harris 

Sun. 8:30 AM   Fr. Godfrey M. Pierron Fr. John T. Burton 

        10:00 AM   Fr. John (Latin) T. Carson Tridentine Tridentine 

        12:00 Noon   Fr. Lee B. Dean Fr. Lee T. Carson 

2023 Catholic Calendars 

are available 

at the back of the church. 

Administration: 

Ken Marchetti, Operations Coordinator 
Michelle Chmura, Administrative Assistant 

Tod Calleja, Facilities Manager 
Bob Barnhart, Music Director 

Finance Council Members:   

Gerald Conover, Martin Critchell, 

Neil Barnes, Gerald Gruska 

Family of Parishes 

Pastoral Advisory Representatives: 

Thomas Carson, Ph.D., Seema Erskine, 

Gerald Gruska, Dr. Michelle Pierron, 

Dr. Vincent Potts, Michelle St. Pierre 

Wedding, Baptism & Confirmation 
Inquiries 

rectory@oldstmarysdetroit.com 

Looking 

for 

Volunteers... 

ALTAR SERVERS, LECTORS, 
USHERS, HOSPITALITY. 

Help us to serve you! 

Would you like to get to know your 

fellow parishioners? 

Would you like to participate in 

other aspects of the parish? 

We have many areas that are in 

need of volunteers; 

We invite you to please call the 

parish office for more information 

313.961.8711 

Coffee and donuts resume today, please join us. 

PLEASE NOTE 
Due to circumstances beyond our control, 
there has been a delay in church envelopes. 

We hope this is resolved quickly and apologize 
for the inconvenience  

Members of our Parish Family… 

Ruby Ashley,  Brian Dean, 

Dolores Mullins, Bob Rosenfeld, 

Kathleen Sullivan, Valerie Wise 

Friends and Family of  Parishioners… 

Caroline & Tom Grossman, 

Rick Harp, Abby McKenzie, 

Joseph Rose, William Worden 

Please keep in your Prayers 
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Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Epiphany. 
We commemorate the manifestation of Christ’s 
glory to the Gentiles. In the first reading the 
prophet Isaiah foretells of the light that shone on 
the stable in Bethlehem on Christmas night, 
anticipating the angel’s song; ”Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests” – Luke 2:14. In another 
sense he is pointing to the light of Christ that 
shines on the path of  the Magi to travel from the 
East to adore Christ the newborn king of the 
Jews. So the feast began with the three wise 
men from the East, coming to Bethlehem to pay 
their respect and homage to Christ, Mt. 2:1-12. 

The word epiphany means appearance. In the 
ancient Greek mystery religions, an epiphany 
occurred when one of the gods appeared and 
manifested himself to someone. With this back-
ground, the Greek Fathers used it for the incar-
nation of the Son of God, the word becoming 
flesh and dwelling among us - John 1:14. 

There are three mysteries involved in today’s 
feast: the visitation of the Magi; the Baptism of 
Jesus in the River Jordan; and the Wedding 
feast at Cana. At his birth, Christ showed his 
glory when the Magi came to acknowledge him 
as their king. In his baptism when the Father’s 
voice designated him as his beloved son, and at 
the wedding feast at Cana, when he changed 
water into wine. 

In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah provides 
us with an imagery that fits today’s celebration. 
He talks about the splendor, light and glory of 
the Lord. Sons and daughters coming from afar, 
bringing wealth from many nations including 
gold and frankincense, to praise the Lord. St. 
Matthew, in the gospel, sees this vision of Isaiah 
as being fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ, as 
the three Magi brought their gifts of gold, frank-

incense and myrrh. These three men were 
pagans who did not know the true God of the 
Jews, yet God revealed to them about the birth 
of the promised Messiah. Therefore, they trav-
elled from the east, with courage, humility, and 
restless quest for God and their salvation, to 
search for his newborn Messiah, and having 
found him presented to him their gifts. They 
became the models of conversion of the true 
faith, and personified all those who believed, 
who long for God and for their salvation. They 
represent the people of the whole world who 
first received the faith and salvation, inaugurat-
ed by Christ’s birth, and brought to fulfillment 
through his paschal mystery. Therefore, we 
celebrate the universal salvation of Christ to 
all people, particularly the first Gentiles, who 
became part of Christ’s mystical body, 
the Church. 

The feast reminds us that Christ is the savior of 
all. He came not for a selected group of people, 
but for all people, of all time and places, all 
nations, cultures, color, race, and religion. His 
coming has broken the barriers that existed 
between Jews and Gentiles. Therefore, as 
Christians, we are all brothers and sisters, equal 
and precious before God our Father. 

With this in mind, we thank God for the gift of 
our faith, and for calling us to be followers. We 
praise and glorify him for manifesting Christ to 
us and making us his adopted sons and daugh-
ters. Therefore, as people reconcile with God 
through his son, we are invited in return to 
make every effort to accept each person with 
love, respect, and human dignity. We are to 
bridge all barriers and wrong perception we 
have against others and improve our relation-
ships with others regardless of their color, race, 
and sexual orientation. 

We are told from the gospel – Mt 2:12 that after 
the Magi had presented their gifts to Jesus, they 
returned to their country by another way and 
began to lead a different life, drawing people to 
Christ. They returned to their former occupation 
but not to their former sins, because their en-
counter with God’s mystery led them to conver-
sion and faith. We who have accepted Christ 
and being baptized in his name, must undergo 
the same journey of conversion. We must allow 
ourselves to be transformed into God’s image 
and likeness and live a new life, to become stars 
to others. We must act as children of the light in 
complete goodness, righteousness, and truth, to 
draw people to Christ. 

Herod, the king at the time, and the religious 
leaders who knew the prophecy about the birth 
of the Messiah and where he was to be born, 
never bothered themselves about him because 
their whole lives were centered on power, au-
thority, and possessions, and on themselves. 
Unfortunately, some Christians behave like 
them. They know the true facts about Jesus, his 
mission, and his future kingdom, but because 
they are absorbed in the affairs of this world, the 
quest for wealth, pleasure, power, and glory, 
they have no time for Christ. Today, God wants 
us to react like the Magi, to give ourselves as 
gifts to him and to be a shining star in the world, 
pointing out to people the right path in their lives 
and drawing men and women to Christ. He 
wants us to give freely to the poor, the needy and 
the homeless, without expecting anything in 
return (Mat.25;31-46). 

As we celebrate the feast, let’s resolve to make 
the Magi our models, to follow them to Bethle-
hem and to offer our homage and praise to 
Christ our king. May God’s spirit fill us with 
light, so that we can continually search for Christ 
in new and deeper ways in our lives. 

The Feast of the Epiphany to Christ 

Deacon on Duty | Hope 
In business there seems to be an inherent pres-
sure around “month-end” or “year-end” to make 
your numbers. I understand that these numbers 
are a way to measure individual performance or 
the health of an organization. Management and 
stockholders seemingly are forever asking, 
“How do sales compare from one month to the 
next? How does productivity compare from one 
year to another?” Yet in some ways these 
“accounting” deadlines seem superfluous. Does 
it make a big difference if a huge sale closes on 
the 31st of one month instead of the 1st of the 
next month? Doesn’t the company still benefit 
from the sale? 

Alas, we have become people who measure 
practically everything, and these changes in the 
calendar are instrumental in our tracking. Think 
of what we celebrated just a week ago: one year 
ending and another beginning. Maybe the new 
year brings about significant changes for you.  
Or maybe like me, you are getting up and doing 
the same thing today as you did in the waning 
days of 2022. Yet, we celebrate this change as if 

when the minute hand on the clock inches past 
midnight we have a new lease on life. Out with 
the old! In with the new! Auld Lang Syne – as 
it were! 

While for many of us celebrating the New Year 
brings about a sense of hope for things to come, 
our real hope is in Lord. Jesus’ purpose in life -- 
his incarnation and birth of the Virgin, his min-
istry, his suffering and death on the cross, and 
his resurrection -- is to give us hope. 

The Catholic Bible Dictionary states it this 
way: “In Scripture, hope is intimately tied to 
faith. As a theological virtue, hope is the super-
natural confidence that we will attain the king-
dom of heaven and eternal life by placing our 
trust in Christ’s promises and relying upon the 
grace of the Holy Spirit rather than our own 
strength.” 

This weekend we celebrate the Epiphany. It is 
the first manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles, 
the Magi. The redemptive hope Jesus personi-
fies is not limited to God’s Chosen People.  

Jesus came to give hope to the entire human 
race. Even today His message of hope goes 
beyond the labels we are tempted to apply to 
people. We are called to share His message 
with others, much like the Magi sharing their 
treasures with the infant Jesus. 

Living a life of hope in Jesus isn’t dependent on 
a change of a calendar. And thankfully, cele-
brating the hope Jesus gives isn’t limited to one 
day a year. Every Sunday (and weekday!) we 
have the opportunity to celebrate life in the 
hope of Christ in the Mass! Be sure to join us – 
and invite a friend. 

In the peace and HOPE of Christ, 

Deacon Mike  

Here are the dates of the Movable Feasts – Ash 
Wednesday, February 22, Easter Day, April 9, As-
cension of the Lord Jesus Christ, May 18, Pentecost, 
May 28, Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ, June 
11, First Sunday of Advent, December 3. 


