
Old St. Mary’s, now in its 188th year of faith and service to God’s people, 

and served by the Holy Spirit Fathers since 1893, extends a warm welcome to all! 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time | January 15, 2023 

Rev. John Owusu-Achiaw, C.S.Sp.  

Priest In Solidum 

Rev. Godfrey Mgonja, C.S.Sp.   

Priest In Solidum 

Rev. John (J.J.) Mech  

Priest In Solidum 

Rev. Mario Amore  

Priest In Solidum/Moderator 

Rev. LeRoy Moreeuw, C.PP.S.  

(In Residence) 

Michael Van Dyke , Deacon 

In the recent weeks, we have been 
celebrating the radiant mysteries of 
Jesus Christ; His birth, the mother-
hood of the Virgin Mary, the epipha-
ny, and His baptism. Now, we begin 
the liturgical cycle of ordinary time 
with our attention on Jesus’ public 
ministry. 
 
Ordinary time is the season of the 
church, during which we reflect on 
who we are supposed to be as the 
church, what it means to be a Catholic 
Christian, what life is all about, and 
what is our real faith in God. 
Today’s reading’s focus on our mis-
sion in this world. We are reminded 
that we are God’s servants whom  
He has called to show forth His glory 
and to be the light to the nations. 
 
In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah 
speaks about the suffering servant and 
His mission, namely, to raise up the 
tribe of Israel, who were downtrodden 
in Babylonia slavery, to restore the 
survivors of Israel and to be the light 
of the nation’s so that God’s salvation 
may reach the ends of the earth. The 
servant Isaiah speaks about none 

other than Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
the church, first and foremost, ap-
plied this to Jesus Christ, to all proph-
ets, the people of Israel as a nation, 
the apostles, the church at large and 
all of us who are given the task of 
being God’s messengers and serv-
ants. 
 
St John in today’s gospel reading, 
also sees in Jesus, the realization of 
the prophesies concerning the suffer-
ing servant. His reason is that Jesus 
died so that the whole nation would 
not parish, and to gather into one, the 
dispersed children of God (Jn 11:50-
53). Again, he saw that Jesus’ mis-
sion was to bring salvation, hope and 
consolation to the suffering and the 
downtrodden as described by the 
prophet Isaiah. 
 
With this in mind, we are told from 
John’s gospel today, that when John 
saw Jesus passing by, he pointed 
Him out to the people and said, 
“Behold the lamb of God, who takes 
away the sins of the world.” (Jn 1:29) 
To understand this statement, we 
need to know from the cultural back-

ground John was speaking from. It 
plays a vicarious role. For example, a 
lamb was sacrificed at the temple of 
Jerusalem for the sins of the people of 
Israel every morning and evening (Ex 
29:38-42). On the Feast of the Passo-
ver, a lamb was sacrificed by each 
Jewish family to remind them of their 
freedom from the slavery of Pharaoh 
in Egypt, through the blood of a lamb 
smeared over the doorpost of their 
houses (Ex 12:1-4). So, when John 
said this, those listening to him under-
stood it to mean that Jesus would be a 
sacrificial lamb that would be offered 
for their sins as mentioned in Is 53”7-
12. A lamb’s blood that would be 
offered to pour at the doorposts of all 
the children of Israel for their freedom. 
A person who would offer his whole 
life, that sins might be forgiven or the 
one whose sacrifice and suffering 
would redeem His people. This might 
be the reason Jesus chose to die on the 
Feast of the Passover, at the time 
when the Passover lambs were being 
slaughtered for the sins of the people. 
(Ex 18:28, 19:14) Furthermore, it 
explains why (1 Peter 1:18-19) advis-
es us to remember that the ransom that 
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Hymns  

ENTRANCE | 607 
All Creatures of Our God 

OFFERTORY | 564 
Rejoice the Lord if King 

FINAL | 570 
To Jesus Christ Our Sovereign 

Readings begin 
at 1112 

& Readings 
Join us today, as our 

Sunday afternoon 

Concert Series continues 

with a program of music 

for organ & strings. 

Featured will be music by 

Sammartini, Mozart 

& Haydn. 

There is no admission and 

free, guarded parking. 



Administration: 

Ken Marchetti, Operations Coordinator 
Michelle Chmura, Administrative Assistant 

Tod Calleja, Facilities Manager 
Bob Barnhart, Music Director 

Sunday, January 15: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30  Poor Souls in Purgatory by Estrellita Gibson  

10:00  Antoine & Mnica Beaubien by Parishioners of Old St. Mary’s  

12:00  Patti Gonyeau By Michelle Peirron  

Monday, January 16: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

12:15  Smolarek Family by Dr. Clark Okulski  

Tuesday, January 17: Saint Anthony, Abbot 

12:15  Robert James Ritchie by Andrew Moynihan  

Wednesday, January 18: Weekday 

12:15   Maurice & Ellen Roche by Family  

Thursday, January 19: Weekday 

12:15  For the intentions of our parishioners  

Friday, January 20: Saint Fabian, Pope & Martyr, Saint Sebastian, Martyr 

12:15  For the intentions of our clergy  

Saturday, January 21: Saint Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 

12:15  Irene Mylenek, for continued healing by Paul Mylenek  

5:30  For the church, Pope, Bishops and all Priests by Maggie Nohra  

Sunday, January 22: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30  Dick Miller by Michelle Pierron  

10:00  For the intentions of our parishioners  

12:00  For the intentions of our clergy  

OLD ST. MARY’S CHURCH PAGE 2 DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

 Mass  Schedule                 
January 14/15 

Celebrant 

January 14/15 

Lector 

January 21/22 

Celebrant 

January 21/22 

Lector 

Sat. 5:30 PM      Fr. Godfrey G. Harris Fr. John T. Milligan 

Sun. 8:30 AM   Fr. John T. Burton Fr. John M. Pierron 

        10:00 AM   Tridentine Tridentine Fr. Lee E. Gibson 

        12:00 Noon   Fr. Lee T. Carson Fr. Godfrey B. Dean 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Daily, Monday thru Saturday; 12:15PM 

Saturday:  5:30PM  

Sunday 
8:30AM, 10AM (Latin), & 12noon  

 
Holy Day Masses ; as announced 

Confessions  
Heard 30 minutes before every Mass 

 
Wedding, Baptism & 

Confirmation Inquiries 
rectory@oldstmarysdetroit.com 

Finance Council Members:   

Gerald Conover, Martin Critchell, 

Neil Barnes, Gerald Gruska 

Family of Parishes Representatives: 

Thomas Carson, Ph.D., Dr. Michelle Pierron, 

Michelle St. Pierre 

Looking 

for 

Volunteers... 

ALTAR SERVERS, LECTORS, 
USHERS, HOSPITALITY. 

Help us to serve you! 

Would you like to get to know your 

fellow parishioners? 

Would you like to participate in 

other aspects of the parish? 

We have many areas that are in 

need of volunteers; 

We invite you to please call the 

parish office for more information 

313.961.8711 
Please note, parish offices are closed on Monday in observance 

of the Martin Luther King holiday. 

Members of our Parish Family… 

Ruby Ashley,  Brian Dean, 

Dolores Mullins, Bob Rosenfeld, 

Kathleen Sullivan, Valerie Wise 

Friends and Family of  Parishioners… 

Caroline & Tom Grossman, 

Rick Harp, Abby McKenzie, 

Joseph Rose, William Worden 

Please keep in your Prayers 

Pastoral Advisory Representatives: 

Thomas Carson, Ph.D., Seema Erskine, 

Gerald Gruska, Dr. Michelle Pierron, 

Dr. Vincent Potts, Michelle St. Pierre 
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From the desk of... 

This week we will call to mind two important 
social justice issues that impact our community, 
the Church, and the world.  On Monday we 
honor the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
his fight against the sin of racism, and on Satur-
day, we pray for the legal protection of unborn 
children. Both call us to uphold the sacredness 
and dignity of each human life inside and out-
side of the womb.  

Respect for human life and dignity is the central 
theme of Catholic Social Teaching. Why? Be-
cause the human person is the only creature 
made in the image and likeness of God. 

108. The fundamental message of Sacred Scrip-
ture proclaims that the human person is a crea-
ture of God (cf. Ps 139:14-18), and sees in his 
being in the image of God the element that char-
acterizes and distinguishes him: “God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created 
them” (Gen 1:27). God places the human crea-
ture at the center and summit of the created 

order. Man (in Hebrew, “adam”) is formed 
from the earth (“adamah”) and God blows into 
his nostrils the breath of life (cf. Gen 2:7). 
Therefore, “being in the image of God the 
human individual possesses the dignity of a 
person, who is not just something, but some-
one. He is capable of self-knowledge, of self-
possession and of freely giving himself and 
entering into communion with other persons. 
Further, he is called by grace to a covenant with 
his Creator, to offer him a response of faith and 
love that no other creature can give in his 
stead” [204].  

In 2018, two important documents were issued 
by the Church on the evils of racism. The first 
was on the national level and came from the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
The pastoral letter, Open Wide Our Hearts: 
The Enduring Call to Love, defines the sin of 
racism, its harmful effects, and the actions that 
we as Catholics needs to take to eradicate it 
from our Church and our society. The second 
pastoral letter, Agents for the New Creation, 
was produced on the local level from Archbish-
op Vigneron. In it he says, 

Racism produces three evil fruits. First, the 
recipient of these racial prejudices is greatly 

harmed. He is deprived of his inherent human 
dignity by actions or attitude of another person 
and thereby may struggle to realize his God-
given value. Second, there is a societal harm 
from racism. As attitudes of injustice are trans-
mitted to others, it becomes harder for us to 
reflect the equality of all men through societal 
structures. Finally, as with all sin, there is a self-
inflicted harm. The perpetrator of racial preju-
dice disfigures his own understanding of right 
and wrong and obscures his ability to see truth 
through the light of the Gospel. 

Let us pray that through our efforts, all our 
brothers and sisters no matter their age, gender, 
or color of skin would be respected, valued, 
and cherished. This is our call as members of 
the Body of Christ. 

Please plan to join us on Monday evening for 
our monthly third Monday holy hour at 7pm at 
St. Aloysius. We will pray in a special way for 
the dignity and respect of each human life to be 
upheld. 

With my prayers for a blessed week, 

Fr. Mario 

Fr. Mario 

was paid to free us, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely, Jesus Christ. In short, John wanted the 
people to know that Jesus would be the only one to destroy the sins of humanity by his 
death on the cross. Through His cross, he freed us from the bondage of the devil, and of 
sin and reconciled us to Himself, and to one another. He did all this to give us an example 
to follow. 
 
As a sign of appreciation, St Paul in the 2nd reading, reminds us of who we are and said, 
through our baptism we have been sanctified and set apart by God, to be holy, and to live 
as Christ’s disciples. We are to be the light to the nations, and to give our lives to others as 
Jesus did. As Jesus was called by God to effect conversion, to restore the survivors of 
Israel, and salvation to all people, so we too are called by our baptism, to be authentic 
witnesses of God’s love, mercy, forgiveness, and compassion to others. 
In our world, where many people are looking for someone to give them security and a 
sense of direction, we are to point them to Christ, and help them understand that Jesus is 
the one whom they seek. As John the Baptist prepared the way for Christ, baptized Him, 
and made Him known to the crowd, so each of us is called to bear witness for Christ by 
our words, actions, and deeds. 
 
After John pointed Jesus out to the people, he testified further that he did not know Jesus, 
but the one who sent Him to baptize with water, revealed Jesus to him. Now he had seen 
and testified, that He is the Son of God. What John is saying, is not that he did now know 
who Jesus was, since they were cousins, but he did not know what Jesus was, until the 
one who called Him to be His witness, revealed to him that He was the Son of God. 
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, today, John wants us to understand that we may have 
heard of Jesus, believed in Him and followed Him, but our relationship with him may be 
superficial. Therefore, he wants our faith and belief in Christ, to inspire us to a deeper 
relationship, and to be an effective witness for Christ. 
 
Let’s pray for God’s discernment to recognize Jesus on a deeper, personal level, to be 
more faithful and committed to Him, to be a pillar of hope, a model of grace, and a shin-
ing light for others. 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. John 
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Friends, 
     As we look forward to the new year of 2023, Resurget Cin-
eribus Family of Parishes will undertake a new ministry and 
spiritual journey. We will begin by joining with Rabbi Dorit 
Edut, President, Detroit Interfaith Outreach Network (DION) in 
supporting the vulnerable teenagers at Central High School in 
Detroit.  These teenagers have been identified as “food inse-
cure” and in some cases “homeless”.  
      DION started a campaign a few years ago called “Snack 
Packs” wherein DION donates twice a month 50 bags of 
healthy food items.  These items were given to students on 
Friday at school to help them over the weekend when they do 
not receive food at school.  
      We also will be including a separate bag of hygiene supplies 
as well, as many of these teenagers have no access to clean 
water. Further, many have no access to appropriate bathrooms 
where they live and, therefore, bathe in the mornings AT 
SCHOOL before school starts.  
 
How are we going to help? 
      Within our “Care Pack”, we will create 50 food packs and 
in addition, will include 50 hygiene packs for the vulnerable 
teenagers (for a total of 100 packs) once a month in what is 
remaining of the 2023 school year. We will then deliver these 
packages to Central High School in Detroit on the designated 
Thursday mornings so they can be privately distributed to the 
kids in need.  
      For more information or ways to be involved, please call, 
text or email me. 
 

Mike Carsten, OFSCo-Director, Evangelical Charities 
Resurget Cineribus Family of Parishes 

313-309-1277 | Cell 810-814-0047 
Email carsten.michael@aod.org  

mailto:carsten.michael@aod.org

