
,:':,:,,'::::,

TO OUR PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS

This book is dedicated to you.

In it, we have attempted to document our place in history. And you arc a
very important part of that history.

You won't be mentioned by name simply because it would be impossible to
pay tribute to all the good souls, who down through the years, have shown
so much love and devotion to this magnificant shrine of our Mother.

One cannot but feel humble with the realization that St. Mary's was a viable
parish thirty years before the outbreak of the Civil Var.

And that when the faithful were gathered here for the cornerstone ceremonies
for our present church, another group were huddled together on Bedloe's
Island for the cornerstone ceremonies for the Statue of Liberty.

It has been your supporr, your devotion ro our blessed Mother, that has
sustained us through all the years.

It is most comforting to know that with Her help, and the devotion of those
who will follow us, St. Mary's will always have a prominent place in history.

We hope you enjoy it.

Father John



Steeped in Antiquity
Yet

Vibrant and Growing

OId St, Mary's, Detroit

The beautiful traditions of the Catholic Church,
first introduced to Ville d'Etroit (City of the Strait)
by the religious who accompanied Sieur Antoine
de la Mothe Cadillac from Montreal, have re-
mained through these centuries as inspiring suste-
nance to the faithful. Steeped in antiquity, yet
changing in many ways since that day of July 24,
1701, they have kept pace with the vibrancy and
growth of the kaleidoscopic city that Cadillac
founded.

The French contingent's first sanctuary of wor-
ship here was a log building, the first structure to
be erected when Cadillac established Fort Pont-
chartrain. A 24V2 x 35 foot edifice with a t0-foot
beam, it was later burned by the Indians in a raid
on the fort. A second church had to be destroyed
because the fort's commandant feared it would
serve as a shelter for the settlement's attackers.
But by the time Cadillac left Detroit in 1711 to
assume the post of Governor of Louisiana, he had
made friends with several Indian tribes, and over
2,000 Indians lived within sight of the fort.

\When a third St. Anne's Church was consurned
by flames in the great fire of 1805, undaunted
worshipers simply found other places in which to
gather for communion and to praise their Lord.
Vith His help, they began to rebuild.

In the meantime, friendly Indians were being
converted by Jesuits and the French Catholics
were being pastored by the Franciscans. Detroit's
many missions were off to an auspicious start.

IN TIIE BEGINNING

French Catholicism was firmly entrenched as the
area's one organized religion when the first Prot-
estants began to arrive in Detroit after the British
took Montreal in 1760. Twenty-fotrr years later,

after the establishment of the United States, John
Carroll was named prefect apostolic. He was des-
ignated Bishop of Baltimore, responsible for all
of the new republic's Catholics, in 1789.

The year 1796 sau, the first raising of the Amer-
ican flag over Detroit, following the evacuation
of the British, who had headquartered their
Northwest division there and had organized In-
dian warfare against the Americans from this van-
tage point. Soon after, St, Anne's (the tbird one)
received its first pastor appointed by an American
bishop - Father Gabriel Richard.

Through the years this has been a magic name
to area Catholics. Father Richard labored long and
hard to minister to social and economic needs as
well as spiritual concerns in his community. He is
said to have coined a motto that still appears on
official city documents: "Speramus meliora, re-
surget cineribus." ("Ve hope for better things; it
will rise from the ashes.") Unfortunately, his in-
spiration for this statement was the great fire which
devastated the city in 1805, consuming all but one
of its 300 buildings.

Father Richard aided in the rebuilding of the
city, which brought him much gratitude, but his
other endeavors were just as interesting. He in-
troduced the printing press, the organ, and the
harpsichord to Detroit. He published Detroit's
first newpaper (in 1809) and was instrumental in
the creation of the school that later became the
University of Michigan (as well as several others).
He was elected to Congress as a representative of
the territory of Michigan in 1823. Nine years lat-
er, he gave his life serving the victims of a cholera
epidemic.

During the city's reconstruction period, Cath-
olic services were held in a riverfront warehouse
and on the church farm. Plans for rebuildine on



the old site, the northwest corner ofJefferson and
Griswold, were interrupted by the Governor, who
wanted the entire city's layout to be redesigned.
Before the city deeded to St. Anne's a new slte
in exchange for the old, the $/ar of 1812 found
the Brit ish again occupying the city. They held
Detroit unti l September 29, 1813.

Final ly,  in 1818, a new church -  th is one of
l imestone - was begun on property bounded by
Bates, Larned, Randolph, and Congress Streets.
Parishioners began to use the unfinished building
as early as 7822, but it was not consecrated unti l
Christmas of 1828. Father Richard was the pastor.
His assistant, who tended to the missions on the
shores of Lake St. Clair and elsewhere, was Father
Vincent Badin.

As stated in an old German history:

Detroit was part of the Diocese of Cincinnati. The
Society for the Propagation of the Faith, of French or-
igin, had just begun to make its charity felt in Michigan.
As the income to pay the running expenses was small
and the need of more priests urgent, Bishop Fenwick
of Cincinnati in 1827 sent Father Rese, a German priest,
to Europe to solicit aid in the German States and Austria
for the American Missions. Father Rese aroused such
enthusiasm for the American Missions that even Royalty
took up the challenge and the Austrian Mission Society,
called the Leopoldine Association, was founded under
Royal patronage. The dues were five kreuzer, about
two cents, per week. In Munich another organization,
the Ludwig Missions-Verein, was formed. These two
societies supported the American Missions almost ex-
clusively, and for years there was hardly a diocese in
America that did not receive material aid from them.
Father Rese also endeavored to recruit clergymen who
were wil l ing to come to America and assist in the work
of the church. In lU29 he returned to Cincinnati.

In the meantime, Detroit had been incorporat-
ed as a city in 1824, the Erie Canal had opened
in 1825, and a few Irish families had begun to
trickle into $7ayne and Washtenaw counties,
where most of the Catholics previously had been
French settlers and Indian converts. Soon, thanks
to the steamboats and the Canal, hundreds of im-
migrants from many foreign countries would be
arriving daily.

ARRIVAL OF THE GERMANS

In 1830 the first German immigrants - all
Catholics and mostly farmers - arrived in Detroit
from Neustadt, a small country town of about
2,000. Led by a man later remembered only as
"Victor, the Hessian Columbus," they had trav-
eled by wagon to the port ciry of Bremen, sailed
to New York City, and then jostled by covered
wagons to Buffalo. The final leg of the trip was
made in steamboats - a total iourney lasting three
months.

ln a city of over 2,000 Frenchmen, the Germans
were grateful for one special consideration they
had for their worship - a monthly service in Ger-

man conducted at St. Anne's by a French priest.
But that couldn't satisfy them for long.

Detroit was the center for the priests who start-
ed on their missionary excursions. Priests were
scarce, their duties trying, and they had to be
constantly on the move to help out in case of need.

Early in 1833 Father Martin Kundig, a German
Swiss priest, was sent from Cincinnati to aid Father
Badin at Detroit. Speaking English, German,
French, and Italian, Father Kundig lost no time
in bringing the strays back into the fold.

An early record shows that John Henry Gies,
a Neustadter, assisted Father Kundig as acolyte,
and introduced him to the Germans. A plan was
formulated to use a reat room of St. Anne's
Church as a chapel, and services were conducted
for the Germans every Sunday from eight to ten
in the morning, and occasionally evening devo-
tions were held as well. Father Kundig preached
to his congregation in their native tongue and
soon had a record attendance at all church serv-
ices. A separate baptismal register for them was
opened in 1835. Sti l l , as the Germans increased
in number, they longed to have a church of their
own.

OVERCOMING HARD TIMES

Immediately after his consecration to the epis-
copal chair, Bishop Rese consulted with his old
friend, Father Kundig, and they planned the es-
tablishment of two new parishes. When the mem-
bers of the Protestant Society merged with the
congregation of the First Presbyterian Church and
offered their old building for sale, Bishop Rese
bought it and had it moved to the corner of Bates
and Michigan Grand Avenue (now Cadil lac
Square). That building was to be Detroit 's f irst
Irish Catholic Church.

Before the church could be blessed, however,
the Asiatic Cholera began a devastating sweeP
through Detroit and the Bishop turned the build-
ing into an emergency hospital. Four volunteer
doctors worked with Father Kundig tending the
epidemic's victims.

According to Robert Conot in his book Amer-
icart Od1.r.re1':

As the governor himself died, those people who
could afford to leave dashed helter-skelter out of the
city. The custom of ringing the church bells to announce
a death was abandoned for the ceaseless tolling only
added to the panic of the residents. With bells, horses'
hooves, and hawkers' cries sti l led, the city was eerily
peaceful. The streets were choked from the smoke of
pitch, which people burned in the belief it warded off
the disease. The sick, pall id and desiccated, were carried
to the impromptu hospital that Father Martin Kundig,
a Swiss German priest, established in his church. Their
beds were composed of pews and wooden planks....

During the month of August death claimed 7 percent
of the city's population. As with all epidemics, it was



concentrated most heavily among the poor, and the
poor were mostly Irish and German Catholics. About
half of those who died were rtrangers, that is, people
who had only recently arrived.

Father Kundig became known as Detroit's
"Apostle of Charity" as he traveled through the
streets with a cart, in which he transported the ill
to his church-hospital. It was said that he never
rested until his six-foot frame was ready to col-
lapse. From serenading the sick with his guitar to
purchasing hospital supplies (often overpriced by
greedy merchants) and to hard physical labor, in-
cluding helping to bury some of the dead, the
good priest earned the love of his parishioners.

On Trinity Sunday, 1835, the Church of the
Most Holy Trinity, established for Detroit's Eng-
lish-speaking Catholics (most of whom were Irish)
was blessed. The Neustadters celebrated with the
Irish, as they held a kirmiss to mark the 333rd
anniversary of their old-country Trinity Church.

The first pastor of the new parish was Father
Bernard O'Cavanaugh. This relieved Father Kun-
dig, in 1836, to tend to the faithful of German
extraction. He worked together with Father An-
ton Kopp (who had just arived from \Testphalia,
Germany, with a congregation of his own) until
he took over as superintendent of the poor, di-
recting the county poor house, the infirmary, and
the orphan asylum. The latter was financed en-
tirely by Catholics - the beginning of organized
Catholic charity in Detroit.

Vhen the plague had ended, one-fifth of De-
troit's 5,000 population was gone and Father Kun-
dig had taken on the burden of caring for the
orphaned. After he was made superintendent of
the Poor Farm (located at the northeast corner of
Chene and Gratiot Avenues) in November 1836,
he purchased some land adjoining it and built a
house of slab lumber from the river mills as a
home and school for these children. An association
of women assumed the care of this primitive in-
stitution, the forerunner of St. Vincent's Orphan-
age.

In the same year that Michigan was admitted
to the Union and Detroit was named the capital
city, 1837, a severe depression hit and held on
until finally the time came, in 1839, when Father
Kundig was declared insolvent. rfi/hen the County
Commission failed to accept their portion of fi-
nancial responsibilty for the poor farm and or-
phans, and pressing creditors would no longer
wait to be paid, he was forced to take such drastic
measures as selling his personal possessions, in-
cluding the guitar which had helped him bring
solace to his people, and even some of the clothing
of the orphans.

Although Father Kundig was bankrupt, he did
not try to escape his debts. After suffering a nerv-
ous breakdown in May of 1842, he went to Mil-
waukee, regained his health, and as Vicar General

of $flisconsin, paid to the last cent all of his bills.

A NEIr/ PARISH
\fhen Father Kopp and a number of \7est-

phalian families left Detroit in September of 1837
to found their own village (an American \7est-
phalia) in Clinton County, Father Clemens Ham-
mer was appointed pastor of Detroit's Germans.

By 1838, Michigan's population had reached
170,000, of which between 20,000 and 24,000
were Catholics. Of these, 3,000 were converted
Indians, 8,000 were English, Irish, German, and
American, and the rest were French. About rhirty
priests tended this multi-lingual flock.

Between that time and the end of the century,
such an influx of Catholics (especially German,
Irish, and French) had swarmed to the United
States, that anti-Catholicism flared. Even within
the faith there were problems, because national
groups were disappointed with pastors and prel-
ates who did not speak their native tongues. This
foment occurred mostly in dioceses other than
Detroit, except for the well-publicized "Polish
riots" at St. Albertus and a brief disagreement
between Bishop Lefevere and the trustees of St.
Anne's Cathedral.

Bishop Peter Paul Lefevere's greatest obstacle
was a dearth of priests to serye his burgeoning
diocese and a lack of money for all the building
that had to be done in this growing but poor area.
The new cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul took so
long to be built (four years) because he insisted
it would be paid for as it was erected. He also
abolished trusteeism so that control of diocesan
money could be centrally managed. He issued an
order that all church property must be in the name
of the diocese, a recommendation that had been
made by the Council of Bishops in Baltimore in
1829.

\When, in 1840, Father Kundig returned to De-
troit to organize the Germans into a parish apart
from the Irish, Bishop Lefevere gave him author-
ity to solicit funds for the building of St. Mary's
Church. The initial fund-raising meeting netted
the grand sum of $2.50.

The plan began to come to fruition eady in
1841 when Antoine and Monica Beaubien do-
nated their property (for $1.00) at St. Antoine
and Croghan (now Monroe) to be used for the
building of St. Mary's Church for Detroit's Ger-
man Catholics. The cornerstone was blessed on
the Feast of Corpus Christi, June 19, 1841, and
a magnificent structure soon began to take shape.

Its completion fell to Father Otto Skolla who
took over the pastorate of the parish in May of
1842 when Father Kundig suffered a nervous
breakdown. Father Skolla was a Franciscan who
had been freed from his monastic obligations so
he could become a missionarv to the Indians. St.



First Old St. Mary's Cburcb, circa 1860,
Croglsan (Monroe) and St. Antoine Street:



Mary's was his first church assignment. Father
Kundig, who had been named a regent of the
University of Michigan in IS4l,lived out his de-
clining years in Milwaukee, where he died, in
1879, at the age of 74. Detroit's Kundig Center,
a haven for the aged, is named for him.

OnJune 29, 1843, the f irst St. Mary's Church
(on the same site as the present one) was conse-
crated in honor of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. According to church
archives, the solid brick structure had a steeple
and cross that were "visible for a great distance."
That steeple contained four bells and the largest-
named "the Ave Maria" - was donated by An-
toine Beaubien and his wife.

Everyone who could joined in the effort. Parish
women helped to carry bricks to the masons dur-
ing construction. According to the records, the
building contained 96,484 bricks - at a total cost
of $239.38 l /2. The bui lding was described in a
1930 history:

Its dimensions were 60 by 121 feet, and it was well
proportioned, built of brick, and had a steeple sur-
mounted by the cross.

A sacristy eight feet wide lay in back of the altar, and
wings eight feet wide extended into the sancruary for
ten feet. The sanctuary was fifteen feet deep and con-
tained three altars. The communion rail exrended
straight across the body of the church. An aisle led down
the center of the church and there were two side aisles
on the sides with the pews next to the walls, The pews
extended to within sixteen feet of the entrance door.
To the right in the rear of the church was a huge jumbo
stove and on the left the cord wood box. In the choir
loft was the hand pumped organ. The church was plas-
tered throughout....

The blessing of St. Mary's Church took place June
29rh, 1843.It was a notable day. At 8 o'clock Sunday
morning, the entire congregation of Germans assem-
bled at St. Anne's where they had been worshipping
since 1830. Headed by a band, with a military escort
of Scott Guards, General Lewis Cass, Mayor Zina Pitch-
er, and a number of notable officials including Father
Kundig of Milwaukee, Father Kopp of Vestphalia, for-
mer pastors and a number of clergy, the entire con-
gregation marched along Randolph, Jefferson,
Woodward, Monroe, and other streets to the church...

An interesting old document in the files of St. Mary's
Church reads: "In the year 1843, on the twenty-ninth
day ofJune, I Peter Paul, Bishop of Zelanus, Co-adjutor
administrator of Detroit, have consecrated this church
in honor of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and I have sealed in its altar the relics of
the Holy Martyrs, St. Felix and St. Emerita, and to every
one of the faithful visiting the church, I grant one
hundred days indulgence and to every one visiting it
on the anniversary ofits consecration, forty days, in the
form usually granted by the church." (signed) Peter
Paul, Bishop of Zelanus, Co-adjutor administrator of
Detroit.

EDUCATION

In 1833 there were just over 100 German Cath-
olics in Detroit. When Father Skolla took a census
in 1843, there were l, lI7 - 687 within the ciry
and 430 on the outskirts. German-speaking im-
migrants were still arriving from Europe in large
numbers when Father Kopp arrived from !7est-
phalia, Michigan to pasror St. Mary's. Father Skol-
la was transferred to Mackinac. Bishop Lefevere
was constantly busy seeking additional priests for
his burgeoning diocese.

Of course, the Bishop had other duties to per-
form and was usually out on the road trying to
visit each and every church and chapel in his
charge. For days he would travel on horseback
through the vast forests. He administered confir-
mation to large classes of Indians and whites, many
of whom had never beheld a Catholic bishop.

In Detroit, the Bishop was busy with the be-
ginnings of a school system. When he came to
Detroit he found only a few inadequate classrooms
in the basement of St. Anne's church. Then there
was the Academy of St. Anne's, formerly under
the care of the Poor Clares, but now abandoned.
St. Philip's College was empty; shortly after his
arcival it was destroyed by fire. In the state, the
only schools on record were the Indian schools
maintained by the federal government. The first
action of Bishop LeFevere to promore Catholic
education was the introduction of the Sisters of
Charity in 1844.

The people of St. Mary's, however, had already
put their concerns about education into action. In
1844 the first St. Mary's School was built. rVhen

it opened in September, it was the first German
Catholic school in Detroit. Standing about ten feet
south of the church and fronting on St. Antoine
Street, it was of plain brick construction, 30 by
70 feet in size, two stories high, and with a gable
roof. The upper floor, where the first class was
taught by Andreas Stutte, was reached from an
entrance in the rear by a stairway on the north
wall. The many-windowed southern and eastern
exposures provided ample light and air. Boys' and
gids' classrooms were partitioned as needed, but
eventually the school was filled only by boys.

In 1845, the Redemptorist Fathers conducted
their first mission for St. Mary's parish, and a year
later they came to take over its adminisradon
upon the ransfer of Father Kopp to Chicago. An-
other transfer that year was the seat of state gov-
ernment to Lansing. Detroit was one of the largest
cities in the nation, but it was no longer the capital
of Michigan.

Shortly after the Redemptorists took over the
parish, they installed in the church two balconies,
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twelve feet wide, extending over the side aisles
to within fifteen feet of the communion rail. These
balconies were occupied by the children, the boys
on the right side and the girls on the left. Long
plain benches were placed across the balconies and
each seated from seven to ten children. Two stair-
ways against the west wall ran right and left to
these balconies. A small balcony extended in front
of the choir loft, and had two rows of pews which
were considered the choicest seats in the church.

The Redemptorist Fathers also had the church
decorated with oil colors, and many religious pic-
tures were painted on the plastered walls. The
Redemptorist Fathers built a beautiful wooden
altar, replacing the smaller old main altar.

The old rectory was built of brick and measured
approximately 26 by )0 feet. It was a two-story
structure located on Croghan Street about ten feet
east of the church. The main entrance led to the
pador and the office, with the dining room and
kitchen, as well as the community room and a
spare room at the rear. Four bedrooms occupied
the upper level of the house.

In the meantime, Bishop Lefevere had begun
the construction of the new cathedral for Detroit
- SS. Peter and Paul. He was still very disturbed
by the slow progress of Catholic educational in-
stitutions, as shown by a letter he addressed to the
French Missionary Society:

... But the scarcity of priests is not the only evil that
afflicts us. There is another which already increases the
unfortunate effects of the former. and will be more
disastrous still in the consequences which distress us
more everyday. It is the lack of Catholic instruction of
our youth. The Government has erected schools in all
parts of the city, and in every village and hamlet, where
children receive free instruction, but where it is for-
bidden to speak of religion in any manner whatsoever.
It is true that this prohibition is considered an advantage
in a Protestant country, but what is education without
religion? \What disastrous impressions will not Protes-
tant teachers make on Catholic children, either from
their indifferences in matters of religion, or by their
railleries against the Catholic faith...Also we see with
dread the rapid progress of indifferentism in religion
which presages the total loss of faith among many if we
cannot promptly remedy conditions. The only means
of remedying this great evil is to establish the Brothers
of the Christian Schools in our diocese to snatch at least
our Catholics from the disastrous influence of these
infidel schools. But where shall I find the means to
support them? And how shall I meet the expenses of
establishing them in all these localities? \i7e have so
many other things to do. It is true that we have some
Catholic schools directed by the Sisters, but those are
and can be only for girls, and, after all, what are five
or six schools in this vast teritory. At Detroit we have
a splendid school for girls directed by the Sisters of
Charity; but what can seven religious do - despite their
extraordinary devotion and most active zeal - who
must care for the sick poor of a city numbering 20,000
inhabitants...

The Bishop's dreams came true in 1851 when
four Christian Brothers came to Detroit and took
charge of St. Anne's school for boys. A year later,
four more brothers arrived in Detroit to open a
school for St. Mary's parish.

In the early fifties Catholic schools were being
started in various sections of the state. Many of
them were under the carc of the new community,
the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. The Sisters of Charity, as previously men-
tioned, had charge of St. Anne's school. Two other
sisterhoods were induced to open schools in the
diocese, the Religious of the Sacred Heart, who
opened the famous Sacred Heart Academy across
from SS. Peter and Paul Cahtedral, and the School
Sisters of Notre Dame, who assumed charge of
the gids school of St. Mary's parish.

It is interesting to note that at this time there
was considerable agitation to obtain state funds
for Catholic schools. Under the leadership of Bish-
op LeFevere petitions were addressed to the leg-
islature by the Catholics of \Wayne, Monroe,
Vashtenaw, Oakland, Berrien, Calhoun, Branch,
Kent, Jackso n, Kalamazoo, St. Clair, Macomb, Ge-
nesee and Saginaw counties. This fight naturally
aroused opposition and a bitter feelirls of anti-
Catholicism was prevalent. The Catholics, of
course, failed to gain their end, but defeat instilled
in them a strong resolution to maintain their own
schools and gave an impetus to Catholic education
in Michigan.

SUFFER THE LITTLE
CHILDREN...

When Father Hasslinger assumed the pastoral
duties at St. Mary's in 1850, he brought the School
Sisters of Notre Dame to the parish to serve as
teachers and as caretakers of parish orphans. At
first, they lived in a frame house on Macomb
Street between St. Antoine and Hastings. In an-
other frame building, this one on the northeast
corner of Larned and St. Antoine, Iived the Chris-
tian Brothers who were teaching at St. Anne's
School. \7hen Father Albert Schaeffer was ap-
pointed pastor of St. Mary's in 1851, he entered
into negotiations with them in an effort to gain
their services for the children of St. Mary's.

In September of 1852, the Christian Brothers
opened two classes with 180 pupils at St. Mary's.
At the same time, the School Sisters of Notre
Dame took charge of the girls and the smaller
boys. The Brothers opened a third class in 1853
and a fourth one in 1854.

A fourth plague had started this year, a phe-
nomenon that some of these youngsters had out-
lived before. Now so many children were left
parentless that the parish turned its school into an
orphanage. Parish records show that in one eight-
week period in 1854 there were 300 funerals from
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St. Mary's Church. Over 400 parishioners were
buried during that year.

\7hen the people of St. Mary's erected a four-
story brick school building on St. Antoine, they
did not guess that a new lot of orphans would be
housed there in the 1860's, due to losses suffered
in the Civil \Var. Nor could they have guessed
the multitude of uses it would serve over the yearg
as kaleidoscopic as the city of Detroit or the parish
of St. Mary itself. When it was first constructed,
it held an orphanage, the School Sisters of Notre
Dame, and St. Mary's School. There were then
500 children in the parish's school buildings and
almost 4,000 parishioners.

SPIN-OFFS

FatherJohn Hespelein became pastor in 1855,
at the beginning of a time of great expansion and
population growth. From 1850 to 1870, the pop-
ulation of Detroit almost quadrupled, passing the
80,000 mark before the Jesuits founded Detroit
College in 1877. Almost half of these people were
foreign-born.

New German parishes sprang from St. Mary's:
St. Joseph's in 1856, St. Anthony's in 1857, and
St. Boniface in 1869. This was.due at least in part
to the compulsory military service that was being
forced on German men by the Prussians during
the mid-1860's. Many chose to leave their native
land rather than go to war. After the 1870 Vatican
Council declaration of the infallibility of the Pope,
the "Iron Chancellor" Prince Otto von Bismarck
waged a "Kulturkampf ' ("culture war"), exiling
or suppressing many religious orders and dis-
missing or imprisoning disobedient priests. Half
of Germany's bishops were displaced and many
had to flee for their lives. Not until 1883 was a
compromise reached and then the only repressive
laws to remain were the proscription of the Society
of Jesus and the law making civil marriages com-
pulsory.

In the meantime, changes were the order of the
day for St. Mary's. In 1859, Father Theodore May-
erus became pastor for ayear, followed by Father
Louis Claessens, who pastored for two years be-
fore Father Francis Van Enstede assumed the
reins. In 1864 anew house was built for the Broth-
ers on Macomb Street and in 1865, land was pur-
chased for a new school. across the street from
the church on St. Antoine.

Father John Hespelein returned to St. Mary's
in 1866 and had the church debt completely paid
in time to start the school construction the follow-
ing year. The cornerstone for St.Mary's third
school was laid on June 14, 1857.

In 1868, FatherJohn DeDyker took over the
parish and the completion of the school, which
was occupied in February 1869 - the north half
for the Brothers and their boys and the southside
for the Sisters and their gids. School enrollment

Present rectory, constracted ir2 1876

then was about 900.
On March 4, Bishop LeFevere died from an

injury suffered the year before, during his visit to
a mission in India. He was buried in his beautiful
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral.

On May 8, 1870, Caspar Henry Borgess, chan-
cellor of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, Ohio, was
installed as Detroit's third bishop. German and
Irish national parishes were firmly established by
that time, but in 187 1 came St. \Tenceslaus for
the Bohemians and St. Albertus, the firct of many
Polish parishes. St. Aloysius Parish in downtown
Detroit was formed in 1873 and was named the
pro-cathedral in 1877, when SS. Peter and Paul
whs turned over to the Jesuits who also opened
Detroit College that year. This, of course, later
became the University of Detroit.

The Franciscan Fathers from Cincinnati re-
placed the Redemptorists at St. Mary's in 1872,
with Father Appolinaris Hattler being the first to
assume the pastorate. He staged afair in the new
school hall which netted over $4,000 as the start
of a fund for a new church building. He also led
the construction of? three-story brick house on
Macomb Street for the Christian Brothers. This
building cost $12,000.

When Father Heinzmann assumed the pastorate
(one history says he was preceded by a Father
Kurtz ) in 1875, one of his first acts was to set into
motion the removal of the Christian Brothers. This
caused such a ruckus - almost a revolution - in
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the parish, that he was quickly ransferred out.
His successors were the proud inhabitants of

the beautiful new rectory completed in 1876 -
a gem of "North Italian Banded Romanesque"
design by the architectJulius Hess. It replaced the
old rectory, which stood on Croghan (now Mon-
roe) Street about ten feet east of the church.

$7hen Father Nicholas Holtel assumed the pas-
torate of St. Mary's in 1878, he was able to soothe
the ruffled feelings of his parishioners and form
again a cohesive unit. By the time his successor,
Father Francis Lings, took up the reins, the school
enrollment encompassed 600 boys and almost as
many girls.

Father Lings asked several architects to design
a new church for St. Mary's. The plan chosen was
that of a parishoner, Peter Dederichs. His design
combined facets of Pisan Romanesque and Vene-
tian Renaissance to create a unique and beautiful
structure. The people were solidly back of this
project and took a strong interest in every detail
from the initial bidding to the final decorative
touches.

The Iower part of the old church's altar, built
by the Redemptorist Brothers, was moved up into
the school hall, and the upper part was pur into
storage. All of the old church properry that could
serye an immediate purpose was transferred to the
temporary church. The old (1844) school, which

had served as a social hall and meeting rooms after
the 1868 opening of the new one, was torn down
to make room for the new church. The old church
was also demolished - a sad sight to so many
who had worshipped there through the years. A
mad scramble for souvenirs left st4rs and crosses
from the ceiling decorations in the proud posses-
sion of the descendants of those whose energy,
frugality, and devotion had made the reasured
buildings possible.

As soon as the wrecking operations were com-
pleted, excavation work was begun, foundations
were laid, and onJuly 20, 1884, the cornerstone
was set into place. Prior to the cornerstone laying,
the parishioners formed a parade. Led by a Hes-
sian military band, who weie on rour through the
United States, they marched the principal down-
town streets. A splendid sacred music concert was
given by this band after the festivities were over.,

The building was completed in 1881 at the cost
of $8 1 ,2 10. t 3. Today, its elegance and old-world-
master craftsmanship could nor be matched at any
price. Twin spires above granite pillars, spacious
vaulted ceilings, intricate paintings and carvings,
golden details, exquisite stained glass and rose
windows, bring soothing balm to today's harried
commuter iust as they did one hundred years ago
to the devoted souls who worked to provide this
blessed sanctuarv.

Tlte bigbt new looA of 1894
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CELEBRATIONS

In 1887, Bishop Borgess resigned due to ill
health. He died three years later and was buried
in St. Augustine's Parish cemetery in Kalamazoo.
His successor, John Samuel Foley of Baltimore,
Maryland, was installed on November 25, 1888.
During the thirty years of his episcopate, tremen-
dous growth - mainly spurred by the automotive
industry - saw a proliferation of nationalities and
parishes in the diocese. In fact, from 1900 to 1930,
Detroit's population more than quintupled
(285,7O4 to l)68,662, representing as many as
85 different ethnic groups) and has fluctuated only
slightly since then. The Greek population was typ-
ical. The 1880 census showed just one Greek per-
son in Detroit. Fifteen years later, the Hellas Cafe
opened on Monroe Street to an enthusiastic pa-
tronage and it is still a popular "Greektown" at-
traction.

St. Mary's Charity Society, providing sustenance
to those in need since it was founded to help those
in distress after the Civil \Var, changed its name
in 1889 to St. Mary's Poor and Orphan Society.
Its principal concern was widows and their chil-
dren, to whom it provided small monthly grants
of cash, as well as clothing when needed. The
organization's services would be needed for a long
while to come.

Father Lings retired inJanuary 1890 and from

then until August, Father \Webersinke facilitated
the transfer of the parish back to the Redemptor-
ists. The Franciscans were withdrawn as teachers
in the school (where the enrollment had dropped
to about 500) and the School Sisters of Notre
Danle assumed all of the tutorial responsibilities.
They moved into the house on Macomb Street
that the Brothers had vacated.

Father Charles Kern became pastor until 1891,
when Father Bolte took over for the next two
years.

A pontifical high mass and a great celebration
and reunion banquet marked the Golden Jubilee
of the church in June of 1893. Another exciting
happening of that year wns the installation of the
Fathers of the Congregation of the Holy Ghost
with Father Francis Schwab as the first Holy Ghost
pastor at St. Mary's. Father Chades Laenget was
his assistant. Together, they conducted a house-
to-house visitation of parishioners which helped
to unify this flock-in-flux.

In 1894 the church was decorated, with electric
lights being installed around the coping of the 86-
foot-high ceiling, above the granite pillars, and on
standards rising above the pews. According to an
old parish history:

The painting of the interior was one of the most
remarkable undertakings of this nature ever attempted
in the city. People came from far and wide to g ze at
the mass of lumber used for the scaffolding. The oil
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paintings were made in Cincinnati, except the large
circular painting of the Immaculate Conception on the
ceiling. This picture was painted in New York and was
a gift of Mrs. John Schlitt. The rest of the work was
done by local artists.

MORE CHANGES

In 1900, St. Patrick's Church was named De-
troit's cathedral. And in 1908 the Catholic Church
in the United States was removed from mission
status by Pope St. Pius X on June 29th when he
issued the apostolic constinltion, Sapienti Consilio.

In the meantime, changes were occurring (as
usual) at St. Mary's. In l9O7 FatherJoseph \7uest
zrssumed the pastorate from Father Charles Gruen-
wald, who had succeeded Father Schwab when he
died in 1903. Father !7uest led the parish's drive
to pay off their debt and personally built the beau-
tiful grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, the Garden
of Gethsemane, and the Grotto Baptistry.

During the years of 1906 to 1912, a great num-
ber of Hungarians arrived in Detroit, with many
settling in the vicinity of St. Mary's. Two societies,
St. Stephen's for the men and St. Elizabeth's for
the women, were rhen formed and continued to
flourish even after many of that nationality had
moved their residences to other parishes.

In 1901 alarge number of blacks moved from
the South to Detroit. For the Catholics among
them, the Holy Ghost Fathers founded a Mission
in the lower part of St. Mary's School, where they
held services for the first time in September 1911.

The St. Mary's Poor and Orphan Society, until
now a parochial organization, became a unit of
the diocesan St. Vincent dePaul Society in 1911.
Its devoted members had often aided in projecs
outside the parish and now they assisted in or-
ganizing the black Catholics of the city. By June
1914, the black congregation had so increased in
numbers that St. Mary's Episcopal Church, located
on the corner of Beaubien and Eliot, was pur-
chased for their use, thanks to the efforts ofFather
Wuest in convincing Bishop Foley that this would
be a worthwhile move. It was remodeled and con-
verted into the St. Peter Claver Church with one
of the Holy Ghost Fathers, Father Chades Kapp,
as first pastor. The first black Catholic Church in
Detroit, it was blessed on Thanksgiving Day, No-
vember 26, 1914.

The black community still reveres the devoted
efforts of Father Wuest and a young black man
then studying for the priesthood, Father Norman
Dukette. Their physical and spiritual guidance
were responsible for what was then the only black
Catholic church in the city. It grew quickly and
by 1936 was able to support a school, staffed by
the FElician Sisters.

Rea. Joteplt lYaest, C.S.Sp.

In the words of a local newspaper, "Majesdc
St. Mary's Church, that lends itself so well to grand
occasions" was the host in September of I9I4 to
the 22nd annual convention of the German Cath-
olics of the State of Michigan. It opened at a pon-
tifical high mass celebrated by the Right Reverend
Edward D. Kelly, D.D., auxiliary bishop of the
diocese, and brought together the widely scattered
descendants of the State's multitude of German
immigrants. This was a rime of great concern for
most of these faithful, because of the war that had
just begun in Europe. The United States had pro-
claimed neutrality, but many German-Americans
still had family in "the old country."

Patriotism, however, w.rs at a fever pitch in De-
troit. Spectacular "Liberty Bond Parades" were
formed to spur interest in bond buying. They
worked. Detroit always surpassed its quota.

Bishop Foley died onJanuary 5, 1918, at a time
when the diocese had 318 priests seming 246
churches and missions. The Catholic population,
in his three decades, had increased from 120,000
to more than 3J0,000. Schools and their enroll-
ments had doubled. Of the 105 parishes he had
begun, 33 were foreign-speaking.

THE FIRST MEXICANS

The first society of Mexicans in Detroit was
founded by Father J.P. Alanis and its members
worshipped first in churches of Detroit's lower
east side. Many families then lived in the vicinities
of Holy Family Church (on Hastings and East
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Fort) and of St. Mary's. The records of the St.
Vincent dePaul Society of St. Mary's show that
many were aided here both spiritually and ma-
terially. They attended services in a large double
room in St. Mary's School, starring in January
1920 and lasting for about three years before mov-
ing to a wesr side location. There they built a
church of their own at Kirby and Roosevelt
Streets, with money that had been raised at various
social functions, picnics, and fiestas. Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church was officially opened on Oc-
tober 17, 192).

,,FAITH AND PATRIOTISM
EMBRACE"

The diocesan carhedral, St. Patrick's, was re-
named SS. Peter and Paul after Bishop Folev's
death in 1918, and Bishop Michael James Gal-
lagher assumed the episcopal chair.

ln 1922 St. Mary's School Sisters of Notre
Dame moved to a new home built for them on

St. Antoine, next to the church. Times were wor-
risome for them, because of the battles then going
on in educational circles. A group of citizens call-
ing themselves The Public School Defense Fund
had begun a campai gn against Catholic elementary
schools, claiming that they were un-American and
against the public interest. A State constitutional
amendment was proposed that would require all
children to attend public schools.

The final ourcome was good for Catholic
schools, however. In unity there is strength, and
this concern only served to strengthen devotions
and increase school enrollment. ln 1924, St.
Mary's Commercial High School for Girls
opened. It would soon gain widespread acclaim
for the excellence of its graduates.

On the occasion of the 40th anniversarv of St.
Mary's Church, "The Church of the Grottoes," a
beautiful tribute was written by Father Richard
Ober to the magnificence of this splendid edifice
and its inspiring surroundings. That description
deserves to be repeated here in its entiretv:-

A Visit to

St. Mary's Church
Detroit, Michigan

pnnCfno BY the Franciscans in 1885, St.
J-zMary's, while it is not the largest in ground

dimensions, is yet one of the most massive and
striking in the city. As one enters the Church he
is immediately impressed by the magnificent pro-
portions. It is Roman in style and cruciform *
the cross being seen to best advantage in the richly
frescoed ceiling. Beautiful polished granite col-
umns divide the side aisles from the nave and
support the walls of the main roof. These costly
monolithic shafts give an ak of richness to the
ornamental plaster decorations of the walls and
ceilings and are in pleasing conrrast to the more
common order of Church decorarions. Recently
redecorated, the interior dimensions are consid-
erably emphasized. The extreme length is 176
feet, the width of the body 80 and of the transept
116 feet. The height of the nave at the center of
the arch towers 90 feet. The most notable features
outside of the magnificent propo rtions are its wood-
caraed fiationr and its several shrines, which in no
way deract from the original purpose of its ar-

chitectual outline. It is these shrines that single out
the Church of St. Mary's in Detroit as the " Cburcb
of the Grottoes." The Holy Ghost Fathers, rhe Re-
ligious in charge, share the signal honor of pos-
sessing an edifice at once commandingly artistic
and sheltering a group of grottoes unlike anything
to be found in this country. These grottoes ari
the choice and plentiful offspring of the creative
genius and pious inspiration of one man as they
are in great part the work of his own hands. It
was. under the,personal direction of Reverend Jo-
seph \7uest, Ca S. Sp., that the Grotto of the Ag-
ony and the Grotto of Lourdes took shape ani
gave expression to an anistic conception that
makes these gronoes the appealing shrinls of piety
that they are. The exquisitely wood-caraed aiA te-
alistic life-sized statues and the painted shores of
theJordan river aparr, rhe Grotto of tbe Holy Baptitn
is in its entirery the manual labor of Iove and zeal
that the pious genius and deft fingers of Reverend
Father $/uest. C.S. Sp., could alone construct.
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The Baptistry A Unique
Shrine

I S wf turn to leave the Shrine of Our Lady,
.{ \we deposit our little mite and light a can-

dle, feeling infinitely better for our humble hom-
age to God's and our own Blessed Mother. As
we continue to our right we pass the semi-circular
confessional reserved for the deaf and.stand before
the iron wrought gates that open into the baptistry.
Undoubtedly there are other shrines in the length
and breadth of the land that recall the miraculous
apparition of the Immaculate Mother at Lourdes,
and indeed there are shrines that re-enact in ar-
tistic grouping of figures and scenes that prayerful
setting in the historic Garden beyond Kedron
Brook, but never have we seen a likeness of the
shrine that now commands attention.

Vhile there is a mirage here, it is one that gently
glides into the substantial reality that woos but
does not win the wanderer of the desert. In from
the wall facing our approach toward the south,
flow the placid waters of the Jordan. It might be
an illusion, but we hear the falling of the waters,
nay, we see the play of light o'er a rock-bound
coast where beneath a bridge that spans a crude
rock-hewn basin, gold fish disport themselves.
Here is movement and here is life; a charming
detail that adapts itself beautifully to the scene that
surrounds us as we stand within the grotto. This
shrine of a baptistry occupies about I 8 feet square.
After little less than ayear, in the early spring of
1923, Reverend Father \(/uest, C.S. Sp., com-
pleted a work that is peculiarly his in design and
construction. Every stone and shell, and there are
many, small and large, found its place through the
day by day application of an untiring Pastor. As
we descend the several steps into the baptistry,
the scene tells its story in one sweep of the eye.
It is a reproduction of the baptism of Christ on
the banks of theJordan river. The same artist who
hung the canvas of Agony Grotto here applied a
skillful brush. Every shade and color is capably
blended to carry out the motif, and there is a
sympathy between the painting and the figures
that help make the grotto the unique work it is.
From the South wall the paintlng swings easily
and naturally across the western extension into the
inland country of Jerusalem. Out of the mists of
a painted country materialize the homes of an East-

ern architecture tastefully arranged on the rocky
soil that rears its rugged coast above the water's
level. Thus, too, the highways and byways of the
illusion are continued in the stone and sand for-
mations of the grotto. The floor is of colored ce-
ment, its border relieved with flower designs. Its
southwest reach forms the outer bank of the river
that reveals itself in a pool of water beneath. In
this pool we have the central figures of Christ and

John, the Baptist. Carved in Tyrol, Austria, the
statues are of wood and lifesized, as are all the
other figures in the setting. His shoulders bared
ro the flowing waters, our Divine Savior gently
inclines His Sacred Head. Standing on a bit of
projecting rock, the Baptist drains a shell of its
water as he holds it over the head of his beioved
Master. Suspended by a barely perceptible cord,
hovers the symbol of the Holy Ghost, and in the
circular window of the colored skylight appear the
words: "This is my beloved son." On a broad
expanse of shore land a group of three awe-in-
spired men stand directly to the rear of this touch-
ing scene. As our eye travels from this group we
pass along the winding path that crosses the
bridge, and on the other side we meet a shepherd
and his flock on the hillside. The moss-covered
rock is reproduced in the picture and the sheep
are seen coming in from the distant plains in an-
swer to the call of their shepherd. Beneath this
scene a drawer has been built into the surrounding
stones. Here are kept the holy oils, cotton, ritual,
stole and all the necessary material for the admin-
istration of the sacrament of baptism. In a place
of its own, the outer shell of the receptacle in
harmony with its surroundings, stands the well of
the consecrated baptismal water. A bit of pro-
jecting marble serves as a bracket for the candle
and its holder. To the right of this is a large iross
done in mosaic, and before this cross, in a cast-
iron support stands a large, deep bowl over which
is inclined the head of the catechumen or the in-
fant. As we now turn to our right, we get a better
view of the pool that flows about the naked feet
of the Savior, A number of fish have drifted to-
ward the shore and are here seen darting to and
fro over the surface. Ready to spring into the cool
waters is a large stone frog. On closer inspection
we notice a number of smaller ones, and then we
note a caged-offcavern in one ofthe several caves.
Threatening to wrench the bars that confine him
is the evil spirit extended to the full height of his
18 inches. His feet are cloven, from his hideous
head project two horns, while his tail swings its
arrow tip against unyielding rock. He witnesses
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that first baptism, and impotent rage must spend
itself by devising means of undoing v-hat the Son
of God has come to accomplish. In the stream
above, a turtle contentedly squats in the refreshing
water. Further inland is a sign of vegetation and
even habitation blending happily with the pictured
fields and distant cities of the mural painting. Pret-
ty birds of vari-colored plumage are resting in the
tree-tops. A lone house of eastern architecture is
suggestive of the town as it meets the painted
background. The art symbolism of this inspiring
work unfolding itself to our inner consciousne$s,
we pass up the left aisle to spend a few moments
at the Shrine of our Sorrowful Mother,

The Grotto of Lourdes
fN funNING to our right we proceed to
I the base of the south tower. Dedicated to her

own sweet memory, the church bearing her name
must needs shelter a shrine of our own Blessed
Mother. Thus in June of 1912 was realized an-
other ambition of the gifted Pastor of St. Mary's
and the Grotto Lourdes in miniature was trans-
planted from the banks of the Gave de Par'. Here
as in the Grotto of the Agony the entiance is
suggestive of the spirit of the interior. Above the
archway is a bas-relief representing Paradise,
showing the angel ordering Adam and Eve to quir
the garden. Sin-stained Eve was to be henceforth
the fruitful mother of a sin-stained progeny.
Through Mary, the sinless one, this vast progeny
will become regenerate.

In 1858 the Blessed Virgin in apparition to a
peasant girl at Lourdes, France, gave testimony of
her Immaculate Conception. The Catholic Ency-
clopedia briefly summarizes the history of the mir-
acle of Lourdes. "The Pilgramage of Lourdes is
founded on the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin
to a poor, fourteen-year-old girl, Betnadette Sou-
biroux. The first apparition occured February,
1858. There were eighteen in all. The last took
placeJuly 16, of the same year. Bernadette often
fell into an ecstasy. The mysterious vision in the
hollow of the rock Massabielle was that of a young
and beautiful lady. 'Lovelier than I have ever
seen,' said the child. But the girl was the only one
that saw the vision, although sometimes many
stood there with her. Now and then the apparition
spoke to the seer, who also was the only one that
heard the voice. Thus, she one day told her to
drink from a mysterious fountain in the grotto
itself, the existence of which was unknown, and

of which there was no sign, but which immediately
gushed forth. On another occasion the apparition
bade Bernadette to go and tell the priests she
wished a chapel to be built on the spot and proce$-
sions to be made to this grotro," It was on the
18th of February that Bernadette questioned the
identity of the apparition. The Blessed Virgin told
her simply,'I am the Immaculate Conception.' "

If the angel in the Garden of Eden drove hence
with flaming sword our first parents, two angels
in the entrance of the grotto at St. Mary's bid us
draw nigh and enter the fac-simile of that other
Eden of the Immaculate Eve. \ife are heartened
by the legends they bear: "Refuge of Sinners,"
and "Help of Christians."

Fashioned after the original of Lourdes, the in-
terior adapts itself ro the twenry square feet of
space without crowding and is built of Tusv rock.
Countless thousands of pebbles, srones, shells, and
valuable bits of ore from practically every nook
and corner of the world have been gathered to-
gether and used in the construction of this beau-
tiful grotto. Some idea of the distance from which
the stones came and of their variety can be had
from a note written on a card, found in one of
the boxes. "In the bottom of this box are stones
that were found in the bed of Lake Superior. The
six smooth white stones came from Belgium, while
the iron and copper ore are from the mines of
Montana. The black material is slag taken from
the copper furnaces."

On the summit of a hill stands the life-sized
statue of the Blessed Virgin. The figure rests in
a niche lined with precious bits of metal encased
in their coverings of mother rock from mines of
Mexico on the south, and from the silver beds in
Cobalt on the north. Little electric bulbs fixed in
the arch of the niche reflect their radiance in myr-
iads of sparkling prisms that cast a halo of light
on the stanre. Beneath the statue, fixed perma-
nently in the hillside and readily distinguishable,
are two bits of stone taken from the very spot of
the apparition in Lourdes. At some short distance
kneels the simple pensanr gid, the blessed Ber-
nadette. In the center of the grotto, set back in
the rocky bed, stands an altar. til/ith its consrruc-
tion it is so wonderful that it is hard to believe
that it is not a natural cavity with a tiny altar chis-
eled out for its worshippers. Every Saturday morn-
ing throughout the year, Holy Mass is celebrated
at this altar. Outside and to the left of the altar,
is an opening from which bubbles forth a dny
stream of warer, dripping down the face of the
rock. S(e may never see the grotto in the Hautes-
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Pyrenees, but as we feast our eyes on this realistic
replica, we pray with the same simple faith that
stirs the hearts of the devout pilgrims that worship
at that shrine. That the Queen of Heaven looks
with favor upon those who here would pay her
homage is attested by the several marble slabs that
have been erected in thanksgiving for extraordi-
nary favors received.

Within the grotto, affixed to the wall, is a re-
liquary. That most precious of all relics, a piece of
the ffue cross is here reverently preserved. While
there are in addition relics of the Saints, one is
surprised and pleased to find here that rarest of
relics, a portion of the veil of the Virgin Mother.
This relic is exposed for veneration every Saturday
afternoon after the recitation of the beads and
Benediction at 4 o'clock. The clients of Mary ap-
proach the altar rail to kneel and kiss this most
worthy object of devotion. In 1923 a veteran of
the wodd war, in a letter addressed to the Pastor,
declared positively that a disabled hand, which no
natural means had been able to restore to normal
use, had become tractable by contact with the relic
after a novena of Saturdays. In response to an
inward urge, he took a pencil in his fingers and
began to write - something he had been unable
to do since his experience overseas.

The Garden of Olives

'THn 
FIRE of a new energy inflaming our

I hearts, we light a candle at the shrine, and
pass down the aislb, our attention attracted to the
wood-carued way of tbe crl[s that marks our progress
toward the Grotto of Agony. These stations were
carted in Bauaria and were procured in 1907 at a
price in excess of $3,000,00. At the end of the aisle
in the far northwestern corner, we noie a Iarge
crucifixion group standing on a mound of rough
stone. At this point we are about to enter the
Grotto of the Agony and we picture ourselves
outside the walls of Jerusalem in the presence of
Christ's consumrnated sacrifice. It was in August,
1920, that the Grotto became an accomplished
fact. It has been declared by artists the most beau-
tiful thing of its kind in the United States and
occupies some 20 feet square in the base of the
left tower. The frieze above the walls of the en-
trance displays the harrowing instruments of the
passion. Here are the cross and the crown of
thorns; the scourge and the bent crude nails. As
we step into the-Grofto our advance is arrested
by a sense of calm and content. There are the

beautiful soft light, the exquisite coloring of ar-
tistic values knowingly placed, of a great quiet and
a brooding peace. Even before one reads the in-
vitation traced in the floor, "\fatch ye and pray:'
he almost hears an angel's voice bidding him enter
so to pray. Recalling the eve of a sin-stained
wodd's Redemption, our eyes involuntarily stray
to the central figure ofJesus kneeling in prayer
on that fateful night. He gazes sadly, patiently
upward toward a hidden light that throws across
the face a pale, aesthetic perfection and lingers on
the single tear glistening on the cheek. An angel
with reverential awe stands mutely by, the Chalice
of sacrifice in his uplifted hands. Reclining on a
roll of grass and rock-studded moss are Peter,'
James, and John, weary with the wait within the
garden of Olives, garment wrapped and all asleep.
There is yet another group; three figures, Iife-sized
and skillfully carved standing before the tall pillars
of a temple. Two are o{ priestly dress and one
extends in thin blue-veined hands, thirty pieces of
silver. The third with sullen brow, and brooding,
lowering face is already reaching out a grasping
hand*-Judas receiving his pay for the tragedy of
the world. The figures are of composition and
life-sized. In harmony with the setting, is a pan-
oramic oil painting showingJerusalem in the eve-
ning twilight. The ceiling is studded with lights,
star-shaped, controlled by an automatic cut-off that
causes them to twinkle and helps to create the
illusion of a soft summer's night. The bases of the
grotto walls are of a lake rock similar to that found
in sea caves on coral islands. With this one dis-
traction in our prayer, we rise from our prie-dieu
and depositing our little offering, we light a can-
dle, a sense of nearness of God pervading the
atmosphere we are leaving.

Shrine to the
Holy Ghost

I S ffffSE are in the base of the massive
,( \towers that flank its noble height, we shall

walk up into the transept of the Church and like
the pious pilgrim in some ancient Gothic Cathe-
dral we shall reverendy adore our Eucharisiic Lord
present on the altar. Above, to the rear of the
spacious tabernacle, we notice the neatly deco-
rated niche that incloses a large statue of our
Blessed Mother, patron of the Church. To either
side stand the statues of St. Alphonsus and St,
Aloysius. Our prayer of adoration over, we rise
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and pass into the presence of rhe altar in the left
sanctuary to view the shrine - the first we ever
saw -dedicated to God the Holy Ghost. S7hile
it is all but trast in chronological order, it is the
first in prominence. Special devotion to the Holy
Spirit had been long established in the parish and
the confraternitT of the Holy Gbost was continually
recruiting new members. This growing interest in
a vital devotion justified the erection of a shrine
that should give material expression to its purpose
and inspiration. In the year 1922 a state renowned
artilt and parishoner put his brush to rhe canvas,
and in conjunction with Father $7uest erected the
present shrine. The upper portion of the altar,
richly carved and surmounted by a gilded cross,
serves as a fitting frame for an artistically wrought
picture that eloquently portrays the inspiring and
guiding influence of God the Holy Ghost in the
evangelization of the African conrinent. In the
heaven of His pictured glory, Almighty God the
Holy Ghost, symbolized by the dove wings His
flight from the dazzling splendor of the Godhead
and appears in the created heavens of time. On
an eminence of rock, the shadowy outline of the
Vatican rising majestically beyond the rolling sea,
stands the vicar of Christ in the reflected glory of
the celestial Spirit. Clothed in the habiliments of
his high office, the Holy Father bids God-speed
to the Vicars Apostolic, Friests, Brothers and
Nuns-missionaries all-as they pass by wending
their way to the distant shores of pagan Africa.
Like the Crusaders of old, the laymen take up the
cry of the Apostolic Church: "God wills it," and
by their offerings and prayers share in the rnodern
Apostolate. This vast army of earth's noblemen in
their onward march, gaining in number as they
pass through the home land to board the vessel
that is coming into port is sighted on the far ho-
rizon by the evil spirit hovering over the benight-
ed souls of a people in bondage. In the guise of
the serpent of old, he coils his slimy form about
the trunk of a fallen tree, and spews rhe venom
of his bitter spleen o'er rhe people he would pos-
sess. Beneath it all, an angel inviting the wor-
shipper to enlist in Apostolic service unfolds the
scroll bearing the mandate of the Divine Master:
"Go teach ye all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and the Son and of the Holv
Ghost."

f n what was formerly the baptistry, we now
Ifind a shrine to the Mother of Sorrows. On

a stand, its surface adorned with the semi-circular
formations of pebbles and shells, its base propor-

tioned to the width of the sanctuary grouping, is
seated the Mother of Sorrows. Resting on her
bosom is the body of her dead Son. The cross,
shorn of its Precious Burden, its upper portion
draped with folded winding sheet, stands mute
testimony to the price of Redemption. To either
side, wood-carved angels reverently bear in ex-
tended arms the insmuments of the Sacred Passion.
Five panels, a delicate lace work of shell and stone,
are traced in the weighty foundation. In the central
panel and protected by a covering of glass, is a
picture of the blood-stained Countenance of the
Crucified Savior. Several prie-dieux and a votive
stand find place in the entrance. Our visit over,
we make an offering and bid the lighted candle
extend our vigil. But a few steps and we kneel
again at the aitar rail.

Before leaving this renowned edifice, we rev-
erently adore the Giver of all good gifts within
the shrine of His tabernacle. From His life and
work has come the inspiration that surrounds His
holy bouse with the external glory that loving
hearts and hands would offer Him. To the foot
of His throne, like some ethereal, oriental fra-
grance, are wafted the praise and prayer of the
thoughtful many who keep their daily vigil in St.
Mary's, the "Church of the Grottoes."

"For God and
Native Land"

W/onrs oF LIGHTER vein about the
W fton, and side of the Church and within

the convent garden please the eye. They command
attention by their very novelty. Between the con-
vent chapel and south portico of the church, rests
on a graceful pedestal of shells a cross of natural
amethyst and blue shell from the Atlantic coast,
its arms extending some four inches above a chal-
ice with suspended host. The chalice is formed of
New England stone taken from the seminary
grounds of the Holy Ghost Fathers, in Ferndale,
Connecticut. \Tithin the fence enclosure, at the
intersection of Monroe Avenue and St. Antoine
Street, is a lar$e sign. Because of its peculiar lo-
cation in the downtown district, a sign of some
kind was deemed necessary for the church.
Framed in small stones the whole is made firm
and rests in a large star designed in the same ma-
terial. Glinting bits of quartz and mica relieve the
eye. As we approach the parish house along Mon-
roe Avenue, we note a striking bit of work to
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either side. The first to excite interest is a group
of deer and rabbits about a raised garden. In the
center of this grouping, drawn by a willing gander,
is a well-proportioned stone cart. Over the shell
plumage of the fowl is fitted an appropriate set of
leather harness, the lines caught up in the paws
of a rabbit. These dumb crearures are on an errand
bound. They would convey to all the world the
message of archangel Gabriel. Upright in the cart
is a large circular float, adorned with shells, bear-
ing in gilded letters the salutation: "Ave Maria."

Bordering the rectory garden on the far side,
is a wall of singular pattern. Sixty feet in length,
it is formed of a series of panels, alternating with
low pillars, an inverted bell-shaped stone forma-
tion crowning each. The panels are filled with
various designs of circle and arch. The central
pillar rises higher, and is proportionately larger
than the five that parallel it on either side. A white
and crimson cross of stone surveys its height. At
its base two semi-circular blocks of colored stone
bear the legend: "Pro Deo et Pauia." "For God

and Native Land." A sculptured head on either
side gives unity and completeness ro this unusual
construction. On an inclined base, ar the foot of
the wall, the eagle perched above, the American
flag unfurls its stars and stripes, The flag is of
generous proportions and reproduces in lasting
color the red, white, and blue. The raised shells
that border it emphasize the Nation's colors. Be-
yond the eagle, through several tiny arches and
circles of the wall, a good view is had of the starue
of St. Joseph, the Divine Child in his arms, resting
in a neat ChapelJike niche. Ere we leave, we take
a comprehensive view of the wall and the flag, of
the eagle and the cross, and we are touched. The
deepest depths of human emotion have been
sounded: love for God and love for countrv. As
ever in the bosom of the Church, faith and patri-
otism embrace.

A "MOST POLYGLOT PARISH"

In 1926, Father Wuest established the Kolping
Society and leased the old Palms Homestead
(1394 East Jefferson Avenue) as a meeting place
and boarding house for the large number of Ger-
man men then arriving in the area.

It was in 1928 that a mammoth new Kilgen
organ was installed at St. Mary's and in which the
St. Vincent dePaul Society of St. Mary's helped
organize the St. Peter Claver Conference of Col-
ored Vincentians to care for the poor of the black
community.

Father \(/uest, who had been assisted during his
pastorate by Fathers Wilhelm and Schultz, was
relieved of the burden of the pastorate late in
1929, but he stayed on to assist the new pastor,
Father Frederick Hoeger. Father Hoeger was par-
ticularly interested in perpetuating the beautiful
ceremonies and devotions of St. Mary's past. It'
was he who began the noonday masses that now
make St. Mary's the downtown home of many
business people and the city and county officials
who work in the area.

By 1930, St. Mary's was no longer predomi-
nantly German. This melting-pot parish included
representatives of Greece, Syria, Armenia, Italy,
Mexico, India, Africa, Bengal, Japan. Its school

"T/te sturdy old scbool building uas later used as a Greert,
boarding bouse"
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Ret. Frederick T Hoeger, C.S.SP,

was quoted as having "the most polyglot attend-
ance of any Catholic school in the city." Its high
school, conducted by the School Sisters of Notre
Darne, attracted students from all over the city.
Its alumni were "very energetic and a great help
to the parish." The church's oldest societies, were
the St. Joseph Verein and the St. Aloysius Bene-
ficiary Society for the men and the Ladies' Altar
Society and the Ladies' Sodality.

The sturdy old school building, built in 1855,
was being used as a Greek boarding house. The
large rooms had been partitioned off to furnish
accommodations for fifty or more roomers. The
old school-yard had been rurned into a garage and
parking lot.

NE\tr/ MISSIONS

In 1937, the "Builder Bishop" died, Ieaving a
diocese of 800 priests ministering to 602,000
Catholics. Bishop Gallagher was succeeded by Ed-
ward F. Mooney, and the Archdiocese of Detroit
was then established with Grand Rapids, Lansing,
Marquette, and Saginaw dioceses in Michigan as
suffragans of Detroit.

Serious financial problems followed on the
heels of the Depression and the period of exten-
sive building which had incurred a heavy arch-
diocesan debt. But within the first few years of
his episcopate, Archbishop Mooney refinanced
the debt and established the annual Archdiocesan
Development Fund to institute new buildings and

Rett. EdwardJ. Knaebel' C,S'SP

programs. Over one hundred sites were purchased
for future development.

Archbishop Mooney organized the many Iay
groups of women into the Detroit Archdiocesan
Council of Catholic lVomen. And he asked the
Holy Ghost Fathers at St. Mary's to tend to the
spritual needs of the patients and staff at Detroit
Receiving Hospital, located just a block away. Daily
routine visits and emergency calls - at any time of
the day or night and in all weather - were added
to the good Fathers' apostolate.

In February, 1940, Father Hoeger was called
to Cornwells Heights, Pennsylvania, as Misssion
Procurator and Director of the Holy, Ghost Sem-
inary. Succeeding him at St. Mary's was Father
Edward J. Knaebel.

OnJune 8,194I, Archbishop Mooney presided
over the Centennial Mass, attended by 2,000,
commemorating the cornerstone blessing of the
parish's first church building. The celebrant was
the Very Reverend E. Allors, C.S.B., pastor of St.
Anne's Church (then in its 240th year). Redemp
torists and Franciscans assisted Father Allors at the
mass, including Father Henry Schutter, C.SS.R.,
of Holy Redeemer Parish and Father Alexander
\Tilberding, O.F.M., of Duns Scotus College.

Other participants were two priests who were
brought up in St. Mary's and who said their first
masses atthe altar here . The Right Reverend Mon'
signor Henry Kaufman, chaplain of St. Mary's
Hospital, was archpriest, and Father Francis X.
Kuhn, C.SS.R., of Holy Redeemer Church, spoke.
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Centennial Procesion,

June 8, 1941

He recalled that when he was graduated from the
parish school exactly 50 years ago, he served as
an altar boy at the golden jubilee, and at the 75th
anniversary, a quarter cenury ago, he served both
as priest and speaker.

For this occasion, the church had been com-
pletely renovated and redecorated. The main al-
tar, constructed by the Redemptorist Brothers for
the first church, was restored to its original lines
and became the white and gold focal point of the
new ornamental scheme designed by Conrad
Schmitt Studios of Milwaukee. A new system of
indirect lighting was said to give "a sunlight
effect" over the main and side altars.

The oldtimers were there - some almost as old
as the church itseli like the Chateau sisters, both
over 90. Ther'e were younger people, too, many
of them well known in public life, whom the
church had sought to serve in special ways in re-
cent years through the daily noon mass and special
devotions. They included judges and attaches
from the nearby Recorder's Court, nurses and
physicians from Receiving Hospital, and members
of the police department from their headquarters,
iust a block away.

This Sunday service, which was only the first
of a weeklong celebration, was closed with the
apostolic blessing of Pope Pius XII, given by the
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Archbishop.
$7hen the Detroit General Assemblv of the

Knights of Columbus held their quarterly com-
munion mass and breakfast at St. Mary's in April
of 1951, there was published on the front page
of "The Assembly" (their official publication) a
beautiful description of St. Mary's Church:

\{hen you come into St. Mary's edifice you will feel
a hallowed sensation and confidence that your prayers
will be heard. The beautiful structure is mellowed with
love and devotion, for within its walls some of the finest
services in great splendor were held in the hey-day of
the then German neighborhood.

Go into the church, turn directly left, see the life-size
Crucifixion setting. Again rurn left into the Garden of
Gethsemane where you will observe Judas accepting
the 30 pieces ofsilver. Peter,James, andJohn are asleep
while a lovable Christ is undergoing His Agony and
praying to His Heavenly Father. Notice the exDression
in his eyes. You will have a heavy heart. Many people's
eyes begin to moisten as they consider His Great Agony
and Suffering for us.

Now go up the aisle to rhe front. Note the excellent
Stations of the Cross; marvel at the big solid granite
pillars with such beautiful capitals. Look up on the walls
and feast your eyes on the exquisite paintings depicting
the fifteen Decades of the Rosary and the Seven Sac-
raments. Observe the paintings in the ceiling; The Im-
maculate Conception and several titles of the Blessed
Virgin Litany. The stained glass windows of St. Aloy-
sius, also The Annunciation are gems. The niche of The
Sorrowful Mother with the lifeless body of her Divine
Son on her lap, also the paintings of The Coronation
and The Holy Ghost being sent to the Missionaries, are

pornts ot rnterest.
Then returning toward the rear of the church you

will see the Grand Rose \Tindow over the mammoth
organ. In the sunken grotto the Baptism of Christ with
rJ7ater is portrayed; and it is here that babies and manv
adults are baptized.

The Grotto of Lourdes will capture your fancy. you
will really feel that the Blessed Mother is near you. you
will kneel at the pre-dieux and pour out yo,ri heart to
Mary. By all means study the small panels erected on
the wall by Lourdes Grotto, these are material expres-
sions of graritude to the Blessed Virgin Mary for ex-
traordinary favors received. A number of people claim
that miracles have been wrought to them bJcause of
their prayers to Mary there.

Yes, we do believe that Mary loves this Temple of
Vorship and that she listens extra well here. Oh how
y9u lan pray here and you will love ir. Mary's Rosary,
The Memorare, The Hail Mary are all very wonderful
and richly indulgenced.

Before you leave, gaze on the paintings over the
entrances of both groftos. One is The Holy Triniry on
the day of the Last Judgment; above this is plaster in
bas reliefofAdam and Eve being driven out ofparadise.
The other picture is the Sacred Heart of Jesus taking
the suffering souls out of Purgatory.

Many people who come to Detroit for a visir, and
are directed to this magnificent church, really write
home about it. Detroiters who go to this House of the
Lord for noon-day Mass or Confession, all say, "I love
that church and the generous services the Holy Ghost
Fathers always extend."

How true this still is!
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GOOD TIMES AND SAD
ln 1945, Father Knaebal was succeeded by Fath-

er Francis Haas as pastor of St. Mary's. And on
February 21,1946, Pope Pius named Archbishop
Mooney to the College of Cardinals. The Second
World \War was over and the archdiocese was still
expanding, especially in the area of parochial
schools and in CCD instruction for public school
children. New headquarters were established for
many communities of Sisters and Brothers. Four
new hospitals were built. And Cardinal Mooney
became noted for championing the causes of labor
and social justice, important concerns in this city
and its suburbs.

Cardinal Mooney died in Rome on October 25,
1958. He was there to attend the funeral of his
friend, Pope Pius XII, and to participate in the
election of a successor. The first American ap-
pointment by the new pope,John XXIII, wasJohn
Francis Dearden when he was transferred to De-
troit from his Pittsburgh episcopate and installed
onJanuary 29, \9r9.

Archbishop Dearden immediately began agreat
movement to help the less fortunate - increasing
facilities for the retarded, low-income elderly, and
migrant laborers. In the fall of 1960 he established
the Archbishop's Committee on Human Rela-
tions, incorporating the work of both priests and
lay persons to disseminate the Church's teaching
on interracial relations. And still parishes and ed-
ucational endeavors multiPlied.

This was the age of the Second Vatican Council,

in which Archbishop Dearden played an impor-
tant role. He quickly translated its precepts into
action throughout the archdiocese, creating a
model for sees in other areas of the U.S.

A special celebration was held at St. Mary's in
April of 1961 when the Most Reverend Richard
H. Ackerman, C.S.Sp., Bishop of Covington, Ky.,
conducted a mass in honor of the St. Vincent
dePaul Society. It was on a Tuesday - the 3,000th
consecutive Tuesday that the parish Society had
met for mass at St. Mary's followed by a meet-
ing to make plans for alleviating the suffering of
Detroit's inner-city poor. These efforts, according
to the estimates of the man who had been ap-
pointed pastor in 1950, Father Henry P. Thiefels,
had already saved the Detroit \Welfare Depart-
ment thousands of dollars. Father Thiefels was
quite outspoken on the subject of saving the gov-
ernment's money:

Striking an average, we have had 490 children ed-
ucated here every year for at least I 10 years. Based on
the present yearly cost of $525 for educating a child,
the parish has saved the city something like $26 million.

It may be argued that it didn't cost anything like $525
to educate a child in the 1800's, but it cost that much
in real money, based on wages and salaries of those
days. Yet, when I bought the new property for the high
school, the city immediately sent me a tax bill for
$2,000.

Some sad news had to be reported in 1962, the
first time in 118 years that St. Mary's Grade School
did not open its doors. Although over 56,000
children had been trained there. with the dwin-
dling enrollments of this new era, the chancery
had advised its closing and then the Mother Gen-
eral of the School Sisters of Notre Dame decided
that her teaching nuns were needed more des-
perately elsewhere. Father Thiefels bought some
adjacent land for $118,000, planning to build a
new commercial high school for the endeavor be-
gun so successfully way back in 1924, and the old
school was slated for the wrecker's ball.

In 1966, the Commercial High School was still
in operation but in the old building. The 70 girls
taking these 1 lth and 12th grade courses had to
be moved to the second floor then, with their
entrance being moved to Monroe Streqt, because
the remainder of the building was being rented
to the Recorder's Court for a period of two years
or so while a new building was being erected for
the judges. According to a story in the Detroit
News of November 20, 1966:

The first two judges to sit in the auxiliary courtrooms
will be William J. Giovan and Joseph E. Maher, both
assigned to hear condemnation cases in a building that
has barely escaped condemnation itself several times.

The last class was taught in the building in late Oc-
tober shortly before the parish held its annual festival

Rea. Henr'y P Thiefeh, C,S.Sq.
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there and netted over $8,000.
Although workmen had started on preliminary con-

structions of benches, railings, and platforms in the city
carpentry shops prior to October 30, actual remodeling
of the school itself was delayed unril after the festival.

In the last three weeks, workmen have converted the
first floor of the school into two small but adequate
courtrooms under the direction of architect Eberle M.
Smith.

The basement and the three upper floors of the build-
ing have been blocked off and will stand vacant. The
transformation cost the city $14,000 for construction
and another $10,500 for furniture... In addition, an-
other $6,500 has been spent on basic libraries for the
new judges.

E. Burke Montgomery (clerk of Recorder's Court)
said the auxiliary courrrooms will be used until the new
Recorder's Court Building on St. Antoine between Gra-
tiot and Clinton is completed. "But with the shortage
of court space in the city, those couruooms may be used
indefinitely."

B E AU T I F U L REM I N I SCENCES
Father John Nader was appointed to the pas-

torate of St. Mary's in 1968, and Father Thiefels
stayed on as assistant. Together they planned for
the $110,000 sandblasting of the church's old
bricks back to "nearly mint" condition.

A description of the church, published by the

parish at that time, explained in detail its beautiful
furnishings and decorarions:

The Main Altar, built of wood by the Re-
demptorist Brothers for the original church, con-
tains relics of the martyrs, St. Felix and St. Emerita.
The Main Altar statue of the Blessed Mother, pa-
troness of the church, has St. Stephen on her right
and St. Elizabeth of Hungary to her left. At the
Sacred Heart Altar, Jesus of the Gentle Heart has
St. Philomena on his left and St. Barbara on his
right. The statue near the altar is St. Joseph. To
the far right of the Sacred Heart Altar is Our
Mother of Perpetual Help. This altar is flanked
by statues ofPope Pius X and the Infant ofPrague.

St. Anthony's Altar, with St. Anthony in the
center, has St. Rita on his left and St. Theresa on
his right. The statue near the altar is St. Anne. To
the far left of St. Anthony's altar is the Altar in
honor of the Holy Ghost. To the right of the Holy
Ghost is a statue of Mother Frances Cabrini.

The paintings above the clarestory depict the
fifteen mysteries of the rosary. The ones above
the sanctuary depict the seven sacraments. The
large circular canvas on the ceiling portrays the
Immaculate Conception.

There are three grottoes ar rhe rear of lovely
old St. Mary's. On the Epistle side, behind gold
gates, is the Baptistry showing the scene of St.

No. 59) JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE t38I

Rep, Saunders offered the following concurrent resolution:
House Concurrent Resolution No. 486.

A concurrent resolution commemorating the l00th anniversary of the
Holy Chost Fathers in the United States.

Whereas, The Congregarion of the Holy Chost was founded 269 years
ago, and this year, I 972, the Congregation observes their l@th year of
service in the United States: and

Whereas, This Catholic Order of Priests' prime work is in the mission
field. Currently, they are laboring in Tanzania, Ethiopia. Puerto Rico and
Mexico. In this country, service and education for all are their goals,
with emphasis among the black and Puerto Rican communities
their main objectivei and

Whereas, Closer to home. in the Michigan area, the Fathers administer
to the spiritual needs of four parishes. Namely: Holy Family in lnkster.
St. Joseph's in Bay City. St. Joachim's and Old St. Mary's in Detroit; and

Whereas. Along with their regular parish duties, the Fathers at
St. Mary's are also Chaplains at Detroit General l lospital, Detroit
Memorial Hospital. Lafayette Clinic. as well as Wayne County Jail.
Father John Nader, pastor of St. Mary's, is also one of the
Chaplaihs of the Deiroit Police Depaitment; and

Whereas, To commemorate this centennial occasion. a Mass wil l be
offered on Sunday, June I l, at 3 p.m.. at Old St. Mary's which has been
home to the Holy Chost Fathers since 1892i now therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring).
That the Holy Chost Fathers be accorded unanimous tribute by the
Michigan Legislature in recognition o[ lheir century of spirituairervice
in the United Srates: and be it further

Resolved, That the Michigan Legislature commemorate rhis l@th
anniversary of the Holy Chost Fathers of the United States by wishing
them continued success in the service of mankind.

.. 
The concurrenl resolution was referred to the Committee on

House Policy.
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John baptising Jesus, as the Holy Spirit hovers

f""i rri- Ne-*it" the Baptistry, amid 
-tiny 

cand.les

burning night and day, is a replica ol the Shrtne

oiO"."ruIv of Lourdes as she appeared to the

rtt.ptr"ta giit. tn a niche carved in the stone walls

of th" gtotto is an altar dedicated to the Immac-

ui"i.t6n."ption where weekly mass is celebrated'

along with devotions to Our Lady of Lourdes'

Tfr'e third grotto on the opposite side of the

church depicis the scene at Gethsemane where'

irrri ttou.t'U.fore His crucifixion' Christ prayed

,o-Hi, H.uu"nly Father to "Take this Chalice from

M;-.; '  but..."Not Mv \(i l l , but Thv \(i l l  be

done." Off to the side, His apostles sleep'

At the center rear door of the church is a statue

of St. Vincent dePaul where the faithful may give

uLr,o help those in need. And' in the far lefthand

aotn"t, u ,,"a.r" of the crucifixion where daily

*u.ry ptuy the "Prayer Before the Crucifix" in

reparation for sins.
in the small alcove between the confessionals

on itt" right hand side of the church, there is a

rtarr"- of"the Pieta. Behind it are stained glass

*inJo*t with the names of early German donors'

Anoin.t distinctive architectural feature of the

church are the enormous columns of solid pol-

ir-h.J gtuni,e. They were purchased for only

cA62fbt, could not be replaced today' In fact'

in" initial cost of the entire church was

$8t,2t0.53, while the 1968 sandblasting was

$i rb,ooo. The generosity of all of the dear friends

li 
l'd.ut old Si. Mary's" makes the continuing

i.*oi",ion possible. And the restoration keeps St'

tututy't an inspiring haven of peace and serenity'

A beautiful tribute to the gracious- old church

^o*"Ji" ^ 
December 1969lssue of the Detroit

News Magazine. It said' in Part:

Across the Chrysler freeway live the new parishioners

- i., Lufuy".," to*"rr, the Pavillion Apartments'. 1300

f-ufuv"i.",'.f," Rivard - buildings that rise coldly on

f""a'itt"i contained slums and clusters of nationality

"r""ot 
*tti.tt once made up the central parish' The old

Zt 
"iin 

stands amid a neighborhood worn through use

;;J;G by generationi of Germans, Greeks' Alsa-

ii"m, rtrlli.ini, attd Negroes, who came, stopped for

u n"n"*i"n and left. Now they are all gone' All that

.."-"it, is the beautiful hulk of "dear old St'-Mary's"

;;'l;-?;;;"t parishioners fondlv refer to it from the

comfort of their suburbs.-- 
Wiitt thousands of Catholics within earshot of its car-

illon bells, St. Mary's claims a mere 70 registered pa-

rishioners...

A very important year in Fath-er- Nader's life

was 195b. A church bulletin of that February

stated:

On Sunday, February l9th, at 10 o'clork, FatherJohn

Nader, C.S.Sp., will celebrate his First Solemn Mass at

3i. furutv;t Ch"rch. All his friends and members of the

outitft ut" cordially invited to attend' A native of the

bio."r" of Detroit, he will be ordained to the priest-

tooa on February lTth in the chapel of the..Senior

S".inuty of the Aoly Ghost Fathers at Norwalk' Con-

necticut.
Father Nader, son of the late John and Mrs' Anna

Nader, was born in Detroit and baptized at St' Mary's

l"-lgZ'q.It was while attending our Grade School from

1930-1938 that he received his first Holy Communion

""i 
*ut i"nntmed. From his youngest years, he showed

u k"en irrt"t.st in the Divine Service, becoming an alar

First Comrnunion Class, 1976
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boy when he was hardly tall enough to reach the table
ofthe altar, and even then, at times, having to be helped
by the celebrant to place the book upon it. Undoubt-
edly, much of his determination to follow his vocation
was due to the influences of his grammar school days.

On graduating from St. Mary's in 1938, he entered
the Holy Ghost Missionary College at Cornwells
Heights, Pa., where he received his High School and
two years College education. Completing his studies
rhere in 1943, Father entered the Novitiare of the Holy
Ghost Fathers at Ridgefield, Conn. A year during which
the novice is schooled in the art of "Living with God"
and much time is devoted to the serious reflections on
the dudes and obligations of religious life. He made
his profession as a religious in 1944. His studies in
Philosophy and the Sacr6d Sciences were made at the
Senior Seminary, Ferndale, Norwalk, Conn. During the
summer months of these last years, he devoted much
of his time to the study of Sacred Music or Chant,
attending the Pius X school in New York for this pur-
pose. After singing his first mass here, Father Nader
will return to the Seminary ro complete his srudies. In
June he will be ready to place himself in the hands of
his Superiors for work in the Mission fields. Like every
true Holy Ghost Father, he has hopes of being assigned
work in the foreign Missions of the American Province
of this Congregation.

ST. MARY'S PASTORAL "TEAM''
The summer of 1967 brought race riots to De-

troit, but just six years later the city elected its
first black mayor, Coleman Young, again serving
as a model to other racially disturbed communi-
ties. It is interesting to note that Mayor Young
attended St. Mary's Grade School.

In the meantime, Archbishop Dearden was el-
evated to cardinal by Pope Paul VI and was later
elected the first president of the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops; he was to represent
America's fifty million Catholic in the Interna-
tional Synod of Bishops.

In 1972 the Holy Ghost Fathers and Brothers
celebrated 100 years of service to the United
States. Read into theJournal of the Michigan leg-
islature on that occasion was House Concurrent
Resolution No. 486:

From the office of the Mayor of Detroit came
a congratulatory letter ending with these words:

Therefore, I, Roman S. Gribbs, Mayor of the City
of Detroit, proclaimJirne lL,1972, as HOLY GHOST
FATHERS DAY and urge all citizens to recognize the
accomplishments and sacrifices of this religious order
during its century of service in the United States.

Other congratulatory messages published in a
souvenir booklet were from Cardinal Villot of
Rome, representing the Pope, Cardinal Dearden,
President Richard Nixon, and the City Council of
Detroit.

The Holy Ghost Fathers began with a young

French lawyer, Claude Francis Poullart des Places,
who became a priest at the age of 26 and began
an apostolate among the chimney sweeps of Paris.
Later he founded a seminary to help poor students
attain the priesthood to which they aspired.
Founded in 1703, the sociery grew beyond his
wildest dreams and soon members of the Holy
Ghost Congregation were actively engaged in ap-
ostolic work in China, India, Africa, Canada, South
America, and Indo-China.

Shattered by the French Revolution, the Con-
gregation received a new lease on life when in
1848, Father Francis Libermann, son of aJewish
rabbi, joined his new congregation of the Holy
Heart of Mary to the older Spiritan group. Elected
first Superior General, Venerable Father Liber-
mann brought with him a number of priests and
seminarians who wished to devote themselves to
the poor and the deprived.

In 1872, because Bismarck banned the Order
in Germany, the Holy Ghost Fathers could accept
a mission in the United States, in Covington, Ken-
tucky. But when four priests arrived in Covington,
they found that facilities were nor ieady for them.
Subsequently, they accepted parishes in Piqua,
Russia, and Bedin, Ohio, which were made avail-
able by the Archbishop of Cincinnati.

In 1874, the Order expanded its works into the
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania area, first in parish as-
signments and then, in 1878, forming what is now
Duquesne University. The University's Institute
of African Studies is one of the very few in the
United States; it was established in 1958.

St. Emma's Academy, Powhatan, Virginia, was
founded in 1895 to educate the freed slaves of
the South. The Holy Ghost Fathers, chaplains to
the school for many years, took over its direction
in 1947.

One of the unique works of the Holy Ghost
Fathers is St. Joseph House in Philadelphia, an
institution for homeless boys which has been in
operation since 1890. Two other secondary
schools operated by the Fathers are the Holy
Ghost Preparatory School, Cornwells Heights,
Pennsylvania, and Notre Dame High School, Riv-
erside, California. They also teach at St. Francis
De Sales High School in Chicago.

As of their U.S. Centenoial date, the Order was
serving in 46 black parishes in the South and in-
dustrial cities of the North and in 27 white par-
ishes originally founded for the benefit of
German, Polish, Portugese, and other immigrants
who came to this country during the late 19th and
eady 20th centuries. Abroad, there were 58
American Holy Ghost Fathers serving in Puerto
Rico, Mexico, and Africa. All could truly be said
to be carrying out the commitrnent made by Father
des Places: To serve the most difiicult and mosr
abandoned worl$ in God's vinevard.
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The.Dang Hi Pltant FamilY

MODERN M/SSIONS

The people of St. Mary's had always been in- '

volved in special apostolates themselves, and the

1970's were no different. On June 29, 1971, a
"Preparation Shower" was held after each mass

at St. Mary's for the Vietnamese family the parish

was sponsoring. This was the first parish in the

Archdiocese to initiate such a project and it was

inspiring to see the response of St. Mary's^pe'ople,

whb donated more than 60 items and $400 in

cash to help furnish the new home of Pham Hi

Dung and his wife and three children. Gifts in-

cluded applicances, dishes, linens, utensils, towels,

and silverware.
As ofJuly I that year, the United States Catholic

Conference Migration and Refugees Service,

working with diocesan resettlement directors and

Catholii Charities officials, had found homes and
jobs for more than 1 1,000 refugees and expected

ultimately to account for a fat greater number'

These efforts received official recognition from

President Gerald Ford when his Advisory Com-

mittee on Refugees publicly lauded the USCC's

work.
Pham, his wife, two teen-aged daugh-ters, and

eight-year-old son,escaped into .Guam following

th"e Com-unist takeover of their country' From

a relative who was a Catholic editor in Saigon,

thev received the name of Tom Fox, the rePorter

*fro tt"a served on the Saigon bureau of the New

York Times, and wrote to him for sponsorship'

ih"-, having been an Air Force officer with a

telecommunications background, had several
good job leads at this point, and expected to begin
interviewing as soon as he arrived in Detroit in
the middle ofJuly. A welcoming committee from
St. Mary's was at Detroit Metropolitan Airport to
greet them. St. Mary's has subsequently sponsored
two other Vietmanese families.

September 25, 1977, brought a special cele-
bration to St. Mary's - the commemoration of
the School Sisters' 125th anniversary at theparish.
Now was the time that they could be showered
with lavish praises - and they were. Congratu-
latory messages came from every corner of the
world and from the Orders which had served with
the Sisters in the years before the Holy Ghost
Fathers came.

The Provincial Superior of the Redemptorist
Fathers, St. Louis Province, said in his letter,
"While much good was accomplished by our
members during their decade of service to the
parish, undoubtedly the most lasting benefit was
iheir snccess in persuading the School Sisters of
Notre Dame to take charge of the parochial

school."
The Franciscan Minister Provincial in Cincin-

nati stated: "For old St. Mary's to have survived
for 125 years in expanding industrial Detroit is

, quite remarkable and a source of iustifiable pride

for its parishioners. I am pleased that you are seek-
ing a Franciscan presence for the celebration to

honor the Franciscan presence of years ago."
The Provincial of the Congregation of the Holy

Ghost in Pittsburgh said in his letter: "Ve are all

very familiar with the important role your Sisters
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have played in the history of old St. Mary's. The
success of our mutual endeavors can be attributed
in no small way to all of you... to your love of
the Lord and your selfless labors in behalf of His
people. Your sacrifice and devotion have carried
you through difficult times in the past; your enthu-
siasm and zeal now light the path of our future
together."

And Mayor Coleman Young issued a procla-
mation shown on page 32.

This was also the year that a group of Jewish
people, mainly from the Lafayene Park area, but
also consisting of business commuters to the down-
town area, decided to accept Father Nader's gen-
erous offer of rent-free use of a portion of Old
St. Mary's School (the oldest school building in
Michigan) to hold worship services. They named
their fledgling synagogue "T'chiyah" which
means "renaissance" and decided to limit its mem-
bership to 118 in order to maintain the feelings
of a closely knit community. Rather than affiliate
with Orthodox, Conservative, or ReformJudaism,
congregants decided to celebrate and teach all as-
pects of their religion, people, history, liturgy,
music, literature, and arts while embracing Jews
ofvarious economic backgrounds and ages. Father
Nader said, "St. Mary's tries to respond in any
way we can to people in need." The founder of
his own religious order, the Holy Ghost Fathers,
had been born Jewish.

THE SPIRIT OF
ANOTHER "EIOLY GHOST"

PARIS.FT

The late seventies was an exciting time in De-
troit, because it was in the throes of a major urban
renewal, highlighted by the river-front Renais-
sance Center. The feeling seemed to be catching
and various ethnic groups joined forces to keep
it going. A newspaper feature in 1979 said:
"Greektown could be dubbed Ecumenical
Heights. Besides the much beloved St. Mary's
Church, the picturesque and bustling neighbor-
hood boasts the Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Cathedral, the Second Baptist Church which is
maintained by Detroit's oldest black congregation
and where in 1863 they gathered to celebrate
Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, and the
new T'Chiyah Synagogue which conducts its serv-
ices in St. Mary's Catholic School."

This was the year when five groups announced
a plan to renovate Old St. Mary's School for use
as a community center. The sponsoring organi-
zations were St. Mary's Parish, Blue Cross- Blue
Shield of Michigan, Project START, Congrega-
tion T'Chiyah, and the Team of Justice. An en-
thusiastic drive began to raise a minimum of

$700,000 for restoration of the four-story 111-
year-old building across St. Antoine from the
church.

Meanwhile, in that same spirit of renewal and
renaissance, the good parishioners of St. Mary's
"adopted" another Holy Ghost parish, located far
from the bustling Ecumenical Heights.

Financial assistance is still provided on a regular
basis to St. Michael's in Kijungu, Tanzania East
Africa, our adopted twin parish.

Following is a brief update by a Father recently
returned from there.

St. Michael's Mission is usually called Kijungu Mission
because it is situated near the village of Kijungu, about
220 miles south of Arusha, Tanzania. That is also the
distance the missionaries must travel to buy supplies.

The house was built abgut thirty years ago out of
mud and became the residence for its first two priesrs
in the late fifties.

The missionaries first approached the chief, Parkepu,
to ask for a place to build their house. They were not
known and therefore not trusted. Parkepu put the mis-
sion on the worst possible location. The ground was a
barren section on the side of a hill. There was no warer
near and not even one tree growing in the area.

For the first fifteen years the main work of the mission
was running boarding schools for the Maasai people.
These schools were spread over the 1600 square miles
of the area entrusted to the missionaries there.

During this time many Maasai children went through
school. Next year two of them will be ordained. By rhe
time the government nationalized the schools the mis-
sion was well known and a trusted force in the area.
Villages began taking instructions. Parkepu and his
whole village were baptized. The word got around that
Christianity was a good thing.

Today the same dirt house is still there. The water
supply still comes from the rains. There is a big cistern
in the ground to collect enough water during the rains
to last through the dry season. It is still the worst spot
in the area for a garden but with whar water collected
during the rains there is enough now for a few tomato
plants and a few greens.

The church building itself is seldom used by the Maa-
sai simply because of the distance they would have to
travel to come to the center. The missionaries go out
to the people for mass and teachings regulady. Just last
year Kijungu Mission got its first Maasai priest.

ST. MARY'S DEDICATED
TEACHERS

May 3, 1981 was an exciting day for Old St.
Mary's - the day that the Michigan History Di-
vision, Department of State , placed an historical
marker in front of the church (see p. 34).

Following an impressive program, with Sena-
tors and Congressmen as guests, and local and
State historians (including past St. Mary's student
Steve Spilos) as speakers, plus renaissance and ba-
roque music by a brass quartet, a reception was
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OW OF DmO|T OfflCE Of rHE r'uYot

Proclamation

Sehool Sisters of Notre Ilame
l25th Anniversory of Continuous Service fo Detroit

The School Sisters of Notre 0am, a Cathol ic order of nuns, are educators
' ' ' -  - ' ; ; - i t i ; ; ; i ; " - .ouni" i " t  a i 'wel l  as in 35 of  the.50 uni ted.statBs,

with speciai  enphasis on service to mrglnal ized qomunit ies of
spa0lsh-Arer ' ican5, Blackr and Indlans.

Th€ School Sisters of t lotre Dare use their  educat ional expert ise to direct

or rork in prograf is for womn, the bl lnd, um€d rcthers, disturbed

chl ldren, ! icohol ics,  ihe elder ly and the deaf.

At old St.  i lary 's ln dornt i ln Detrci t '  the School s i5tes of- l iotre 04re

establ jshed and mint . lned an orphanage for chi ldren of  oetrc i t 's
ear ly imigrants and educated hundreds of  their  nunbers '

At Old St.  l lary 's downtf ln Detrci t ,  the School Sisters of Notre oare estab-
' l ished a-comrcial  h igh school  for  g i r ls and for years suppl ied the

oetroi t  business comunity ui th Hel l - t ra ined secretar ia l  help '

The School s isters of Notre oare assist  the Haly Ghost Fathers at old
-  

St.  t tary ' t  in confort ing the s ick nt  Detroi t 's  l lercr la l  Hospl ta l  '

A ihss commrat ing t?5 years of  cont in lous servjce r i l l  be held at  0 ld

St.  l , lnry 's on sunday, Septeiber 25'  1977

Therefore,  I ,  Co' temn A. Younq, Mayor of  the Ci ty of  Detroi t '  {sso€ this
proi lar int lon erpressing thank5 to the school s isters of Notre Dare

ior the inspirat ton,  gJidance and contr ibut jons rede to the oeople
of th is c l tY,

(/o 'aqT-

held in St. Mary's Community Center'

This was also the month in which Cardinal

Dearden retired, but he stayed on to assist his

successor, the Most Reverend Edmund Szoka'

lrfnUitnop Szoka soon distinguished himself by

initiating the Catholic Services Appeal - a-door-

io-doot-f.tnd-raising effort that netted cash and

ol"dn"t in excess of $9 .nillion, which was half-

Lsaii ut much as the original goal'-Considering

,fr" 
".orro*ic 

depression being suffered nation-

wide, but especially in auto manufacturing areas'

this was a monumental achievement' Detroit's

nooa p.opf. had come through again' And a third

3iirt.'ft"a was pledged to inner-city parishes and

schools.
In October 1982, the School Sisters of Notre

Dame marked the opening celebration of the

i50th a.t.tinersary of their founding with special

lit rrgies arrd services in their local, provincial, and

inter-national groups' In the Detroit Archdiocese'

the Sisters marked the occasion with a prayer serv-

ice, film, and dinner at St. Mary's Parish'
'ihe original congregation of Notre Dame was

founded near the close of the 16th century at

Mattaincourt, in the French province of Lorraine

by St. Peter Fourier, regular cano-n-of the Order

oi S.. A.,grrstine. He was born November 30'

l)6), and died Decembet 9, 1640'

The first Mother Superior, Alix LeClerc, and

four companions begartheir religious life togeth-

er on Chiistmas night, 1597, but the constitutions

oi in. .o"g.egation were not formally approved

fv in" H"ri SJe until 1628' The order then spread

rapidly throughout France, Germany, and. Savoy'

tut d.tti.tg tf,e French Revolution and the dev-

astation following it, those houses were sup-

pressed, followed by those in Bavaia' The last to

te co.rfiscated was at Stadtamhof'
In 1833, the order was reestablished by Caro-

line Gerhardinger, a virtuous and highly gifted

young lady from Stadtamhof who had been a stu-

i..r, of the previous order when their convent

*u, .o.tfit.uied in 1809' She would later be

kno*. as Venerable Mother Mary Teresa ofJesus'

laboring under the guidance and direction of the

saintedbishop George Michael Willmann, Bishop

of Ratisbon, and the holy priest, Francis Sebastian
job of Neumburg. The- purpose of the foundation

was the instruction and tratntng ot youtn'

When the government would not let them re-
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Fatber Nader addresser gatheing at Hirtoical
MarAer Dedication, 1981

cover the old convent, Bishop \flillmann said,
"1tr7e must now begin poverty itself; therefore, the
religious must be called Poor School Sisters of
Notre Dame - of the congregation of St. Peter
Fourier."

Father Job's native place, Neumburg vorm
\Wald, was chosen as the site of the first little con-
vent, which was dedicated on October 24, 1833.
In 1839, at the request of King Louis I of Bavaria,
the Motherhouse was transfered to the Au in Mun-
ich, and in 1843 the confiscated convent of the
Poor Clares was officially presented to the order.
After twenty years of labor, attended with signal
blessings, the religious institute "Poor School Sis-
ters of Notre Dame" obtained the sanction of His
Holiness, Pius IX, inJanuary 1853.

During the years between 1835 and 1840, the
flood of German emigration to America reached
its height. Thousands of Catholics flocked to the
New Vorld where they then found themselves in
straitened circumstances. Nearly all of them were
poor. Some sought to build homes in primeval
forests. Others ried to find accustomed work in
the factories of the large cities. They were greatly
in need of religious care. A priest speaking the
German language was seldom met.

Many a German priest, compelled to return to

his native country to collect for his poor mission,
visited Mother Teresa and besought her aid, but
none of them could guarantee a home for the
Sisters, which would be very much needed. A
certain Baron von Schroeder made an offer to the
Archbishop for the Sisters if they would undertake
to teach the schools in St. Mary's, Pennsylvania.
He submitted a written sratement from the Amer-
ican Bishop, testifying his willingness to receive
teaching communities into his diocese. The Arch-
bishop of Munich advised MotherTeresa to accept
this mission and from the funds of the Mission
Society offered her the money necessary for the
traveling expenses and also for the erection of a
house. \Without much hesitation, Mother Teresa
declared herself willing to make a trial at least.

King Louis rejoiced that the Order, whose be-
ginning and development he had watched and
protected with so much care, should enter upon
missionary work in a distant land.

On June 25, Mother Teresa and her spiritual
daughters, Sisters Barbara, Magdalen, Seraphine,
Caroline, and Emmanuel, boarded the "\(ashing-
ton" and were on their way to America. It was a
rough voyage. Mother Teresa became very ill. On
the feast of St. Ignatius, July 3 1, the sisters landed
in New York. The novice Sister Emmanuel was
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

St. Mary's parish was founded by Father Martin Kundig in 1835

for the German-speaking Cathol ics in Detroi t  and is the th i rd

oldest Catholic parish in the city'  The cornerstone for the

or ig inal  church was la id on the feast of  Corpus Christ i '  June

19, 184't,  and the church was consecrated in honor of the

lmmaculate Concept ion of  the blessed Virgin Mary on June 19'

1843. This High Victorian Romanesque style structure was

designed by German parishioner Peter Dederichs' The corner'

stone was laid in 1884, and the edif ice completed in 1885' St '

Mary's founded the city's f irst Black and Hispanic Catholic

Missions. Since 1893 this parish has been guided by the

Fathers of the Congregation of the Holy Ghost'  C'S'Sp'

taken ill on the way to St' Mary's and died at

fruttitU"tg, where she was buried'

On the Feast ot the Assumption the Sisters

,"in.J s,' Mary's, Pennsylvania' They were

;;;,lt fd,red uittt a rough iournev bv wagon

ihrougn the rugged country' exposed to an August

;;ffi tn. aiJ"trting rains and thunderstorms'

;;;..[;.',J;v mosq"itloes at.night and bv th.e fear

"?'*iiJ-^"imals 
which still roamed -the.forest'

ivn"" ,rt.v t""lhed a clearing scattered with a few

log houses, they were told they were in.the heart

;ft il;.' Mo,'ht' Tt'"tu was bi tterlv disappoi nt-

;;;h;'B"ron. In Europe' he had misrepresented

;ililils of the toiot'v to King. Louis' Arch-

ffi;;'R;;;:h, and herseli' He had brought the

Sisters to America *itho"t the know.ledge and

i""ti",'"f ,rt; Bishop of Pittsburgh' As,director

;;'.";'l;;';"v, nt had received from the Louis

iilrrio,,. so.iery'the money for traveling expenses'

of which amount' uttotiing t" tllc.u]":i"ns' he

;";;;;;" h;d 1,600 florins on hand' Mother Ter-

;;;;; wished to assert her right to this monev'

but the Baron was nowhere to be found' The

Bishop tried to prosecute the claim' but.later in-

i#;"d ;;;-;it Mission Societv that all efforts

had been in vain at'J that nothing more could be

;;;;-;If ;ur archbishop," said Mother Tt::t1'
;nuJ n.uta a truthful account of extsttng clrcum-

t,;;, L;ould not have permitted us to come'"

Mother Teresa *""i '" 'Baltimore with two of

,h;'S;;;;t, while the other two staved at St' Marv's

;;".;;;; the school there" In Baltimore' in Oc-

tober 1847' the Sisters moved into their newly

u.l.tited 1"T". 
The following March' l1 more

Sisters arrived to helP'
--"n"tfv 

in April 184-8, Mother Teresa and Sister

Caroline set out on a long iourney to visit places

fiom which proposals hal'tome for establishing

t*t.n horrses. 'ihey had as their guide and pro-

,".,o, on this journey' Father Neumann' who' as

elrnop of Philadelphia' wassoon to become a man

"i 
pr&ia.".e for the growing congregation' The

L";;;;s;;i"" is happv that he was proclaimdd a

Saint in June of 1977'
"-TG 

i.ttt fittt to Pittsburgh and called on Bish-

op O'6o.,nor. He promised to hasten- the neces-

;;;p;P;t"tions for the opening of St' Philo-

mena's School in that cttY'- 
The zealous bishop was pleased to learn that

-or. 
Slr,"., had come to assist in the wdrk of the

,lnoott and that the Reverend Father Neumann
"ftuJ 

p."-it.d to entrust the schools in the Re-

;;;;,;t*;' parishes throughout the country to the

S.nJ"iSit,"rs of Notre Dam9, who would open

five of them within the next few montns'
'-'E*o.trug"d 

by the words of the Bishop' the

;;b^ sJt-or.r, fo' Detroit, where they learned

,'# .""aii"ns of St' Mary's parish' Here they

were asked to accept the school and orphanage'

but circumstuna., *"'" such that the date of ac-

ceptance had to be PostPoned'
A third missionai band of ten Sisters arrived

to relieve and assisr in the several foundations'
j;";;;; ,8; le+g. rhe first profession of vows
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made by the School Sisters in this country was
held August 15, 1849. On that same day, Sister
Caroline took her Perpetual Vows.

At the request of the Redemptorist Fathers, the
Congregation took charge of St. Mary's School
and an orphanage for girls at Detroit on Septem-
ber 24, 1852. The number of orphans was small
and remained so for years. The number of par-
ochial school pupils increased so rapidly that the
Reverend Fathers were obliged to find homes for
the orphans among the families of their parish-
ioners, and the orphanage was used for classrooms
for the parish pupils.

God blessed these humble beginnings of hard-
ship and toil. The Milwaukee Mother house was
founded in 1850, and Sister Caroline was appoinr-
ed the first Mother Superior of the School Sisters
in America. The congregation grew rapidly.

In 1958, the Milwaukee Fire Department and
Building Inspectors said that the old Motherhouse
was a fire trap. They wanted many improvements
made, which would cost well over $ 1,000,000 and
then would still be an old building. The neigh-
borhood, too, was getting very bad. So the Sister
purchased a large farm in Mequon, \Tisconsin,
with one-half-mile of lake frontage. Here a mod-
ern Motherhouse was built. and the Sisters moved
there in 1959. The Province is now called Me-
quon Province.

The main International Motherhouse for all the
School Sisters of Notre Dame is Rome, Italy. The
Mother General of the congregation resides there
and periodically she or her assistants visit some of
the houses of the congregation. The Rome Moth-
erhouse was established in 1957.

The Congregation today has 21 Provinces
throughout the wodd. In the United States the
Sisters work in 35 of the 50 States.

CELEBRATION OF TIIE FUTURE

The world was shocked in 1978 when a beau-
tiful and humble man who had been chosen ro
lead the world's Catholics, and who had chosen
to use the names of both of his beloved prede-
cessors, Pope John Paul I, died suddenly after a
pontificate of only 34 days. His revered successor,
His Holiness Pope John Paul II, has that same

humble demeanor combined with a stalwart na-
ture that has brought him the admiration of people
in all walks of life and all religions throughout the
world.

In December of 1982, PopeJohn Paul turned
his attention to the Detroit Archdiocese when he
named three new bishops - Patrick Cooney, Dale
Melczek, and Moses Anderson - to serve as aux-
iliaries to Archbishop Szoka. Their names and eth-
nic heritages were rypical of the kaleidoscopic
archdiocese, typical of St. Mary's Parish most of
all.

\fhen the Detroit Free Press published a special
Sunday edition covering Detroit's Catholics on
March 6, 1983, the cover blurbs read:

Detroit's Catholics: The city and the diocese, like
neighborhood kids, grew up together. Since Father Ga-
briel Richard's time, the rwo have taken different paths,
destined to intersect through 150 years of history. The
schools: The srudenr body has shrunk by more than
half; lay teachers outnumber nuns and priests; tuition
has quadrupled. The only thing that hasn't changed
about Catholic education is its mission.

The fascinating history inside began with some
statistics: "Neady 35 percent of the population of
the six-county Archdiocese of Detroit is Catholic.
Twenty-five years ago, the percentage was even
higher - closer to 50. Catholic thought and tra-
dition, as well as its institutions, have been at the
core of the community for the 282 years since
Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac stepped onto the
banks of the Detroit River to establish a French
territorial outpost."

Detroit's 1.2 million Catholics celebrated the
l5Oth anniversary of the official establishment of
the Church of Detroit on Tuesday, March 8, 1983,
with a mass in St. Anne's Shrine. That celebration
is now continuing there, here, all over the Arch-
diocese, as the Church expands to meet the new
challenges that each year brings.

That feeling of joyous vibrancy fills beautiful
OId St. Mary's, now looking back on 150 years
of faith and service to all people - and looking
forward, enthusiastically, to accepting that same
responsibiliry for the next 150 years.

This HistgA of Old St. Mary's was written by
Etelyn Pbillips Mantz.

br--*-,
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