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MEETING DETAILS  

Description: Charity and Justice Committee Meeting Minutes  

Date: March 14, 2023 

Time: 6:00-7:00  PM 

Location: ZOOM 

Chair: Steve Melcher 

Members  

Present: Bob Brezinski, Kathy Browning, , Tim Dulac, Lisa Harvey, Carol Wirsbinski 
(PPC Liaison) 

Absent: Mirla Conlon (CJC Coordinator) 

Recorder: Lisa Harvey 

Committee Mission/Purpose - Through the Charity and Justice ministries, we encounter 
Christ in our brothers and sisters as we prayerfully learn about and respond to their needs 
and the root causes of those needs. We are transformed through these encounters as we 
more faithfully follow the greatest commandments: to love God with all our heart, soul, and 
mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

OPENING ACTIVITIES 

Opening Prayer – Tim 

Review/Approve previous minutes. Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and 
approved during the interim between that meeting and today’s meeting. 

Parish Pastoral Council Update:   Carol reviewed the February 15, 2023, PPC meeting 
minutes and highlighted the following: 

• An Evangelization Team has been named (12 people representing parish staff and SJN 
parishioners.) Mirla is a member of the team.  

• Three PPC positions need new members, nominations are open, discernment meetings 
will be held April 25 and May 17. 

CJC Program Updates:  Mirla submitted a written report of the ministry activities, 
including the following: 

• The Catholic Relief Services 2023 Rice Bowl fundraiser is going strong and continues 
through April 16.  

• The Catholic Campaign for Human Development donations are slowly coming in—it 
continues through April 16, also.  

• In February, Blankets for Babes collected 45 baby blankets, 1 bib, 20 burp cloths, 7 
receiving blankets, and 25 hats to be assembled into bundles and delivered to Guiding 
Star Wakota, a pregnancy center in West St. Paul.  
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• Loaves and Fishes, which cooks and serves at the Dorothy Day Opportunity Center in St. 
Paul on Fridays and Saturdays, will be seeking additional funding in order to meet the 35-
40% increase in costs over the last 2-1/2 years due to the increased number of people 
served and the rising cost of food and freight.  

• Pro-Life Ministry collected over $13,600 in donations through the Baby Bottle Drive. 
Adoration is being held at the Capitol on first Fridays January through May to pray for our 
elected officials—this is coordinated by the Catholic Advocacy Network. 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 
Topic 1:   Progress on Goal 1: Introduction of CST into the culture of SJN   

A. 8-part CST Series 

1. Review of Session 5 (Call to Family, Community and Participation) 

Cancelled due to weather, being rescheduled. 

2. Session 6 on March 21 (Option for the Poor and Vulnerable) 

3. General topics concerning 8-Part CST series 

• Steve reminded CJC members of the opportunity to help with collating data from 
attendee notes, contact Steve if interested. 

• Proposal to engage in program volunteers in program evaluation 

Committee members discussed the proposal to hold an end-of-year event to celebrate the 
success of the CST program and engage volunteers in program evaluation. The committee 
discussed the value of engaging volunteers in the assessment of  small group discussions 
to obtain useful information for future CST programming planning.  Steve will present 
proposal to Joe Keating for his approval and guidance on next steps. 

B. Other efforts to introduce CST into the culture of SJN 

Tim recapped his conversation with Bryn. Bryn suggested using the SJN website to 
introduce concepts of CST and CST alignment with SJN ministries. Bryn will be on 
maternity for 3 months beginning in April.  Will put this topic on hold until her return.  

Topic 2:   Progress on Goal 2:  Ensure that the Committee and Ministries align with 
the requirements of the Parish Pastoral Council goals & mission 

The CJC approved the following revisions to its goals for 2022/2023:  

Charity and Justice Committee’s Goals—2022/2023 

1. Establish Catholic Social Teaching (CST)as fundamental to our Catholic faith by 
supporting the development of CST curriculum and content that can be integrated into 
all aspects of parish life at SJN, guided by the Post-Synodal Pastoral Letter “You will be 
my Witnesses.” 
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2. Ensure that the Justice and Charity Committee and its Ministries align with the Parish 
Pastoral Council goals and parish mission and the direction set forth in the Post-Synodal 
Pastoral Letter. 

Topic 3: Revise information for CJC pages on SJN’s new website  

The committee discussed the need to update the CJC pages of the SJN website.  Steve will 
talk with Mirla about the following preliminary CJC plans for website revisions to 
determine if there are existing processes and guidelines for website revisions before we 
begin.  

• Steve to draft content for landing page 

• Tim to send out list of Charity and Justice ministry leads.  CJC  members will volunteer to 
be responsible for one or two of the ministries on the web page and contact the ministry 
lead to ask them to revise ministry content.   

• Collect content revisions and send to Mirla. 

Topic 4: Strengthening CJC’s understanding of, and connection to, its Ministries 

Bob, Tim and Lisa reviewed a proposal to meet with CJ ministry leads. The purpose of the 
event is to celebrate CJ ministry successes in 2022 and 23 and to provide an opportunity 
for the CJC to meet ministry leads and ministry leads to meet the CJC and learn about future 
CJC plans.  Carol will take the lead on planning  the event. We agreed on the following next 
steps: 

• Schedule meeting for June 7th from 6:30 to 8:30 in the church.  Will need to confirm 
space.  

• Mirla has provided a list of ministry leads. Tim to contact leads to notify them of the 
event.  

• Discuss event agenda at next meeting. 

Proposed agenda items for the next meeting 

• Progress of revision of  CJC pages on SJN’s new website 

• Update on plans for joint CJC and CJ ministry event.  

• Recommendations for possible new ministries 

Closing Prayer  - Lisa 

Next Meeting - 6 PM April 4 (Zoom) 


