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“I have 
called you 
by name. 
You are 
mine.” 

 

ISAIAH 43:1

CDA State Board of Iowa attends AZ conference 
See page 8
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National  
Regent’s  
Message
Sherry Nilles,  
Sheldon, Iowa

My dear sisters in Christ, 
The crazy, lazy, hazy days of summer are gone. 
Soon school will start.  Harvest will soon be un-

derway.   
Fall (my favorite season of the year) is here with 

warm days and cool evenings. 
It is time to set up plans for the next year in 

Catholic Daughters.   
Have you met as local officers to plan each 

monthly meeting?  State officers, have you worked 
as a team to present fall workshops for all court 
members.  Local officers, will you be attending the 
workshops? 

Prayer must start and end each meeting.  In-
cluded in this National Quarterly is a prayer service 
written by National Spiritual Enhancement Chair-
man Connie Dronette. Another beautiful option is 
the Patriotic Rosary of States.  It is an ideal way to 
pray for each state and all those who dwell in it.  (A 
copy of the Patriotic Rosary of States is included in 
the National Quarterly.)  Does each meeting include 
education for members?  Does each meeting in-
clude some fun?  Include information on each spoke 
of the Circle of Love.  Choose a National Project or 
Charity to discuss and learn more about at the 
meeting.   

Choose a Court Development/Membership 
Chairman.  Enlist the help of enthusiast, vibrant 

women who can excite other women about the 
Catholic Daughters and all the ways they can make 
a difference to all God’s people.  Give the committee 
freedom to choose a theme for a membership con-
test.  After gaining new members, have a celebra-
tion of thanksgiving!  Praise the committee and its 
members for going “all out” for Catholic Daughters. 

State officers attended the Officers Conference 
and Workshop in Scottsdale, Arizona at the Francis-
can Renewal Center July 15-18.  Through many 
great power point presentations done by your Na-
tional Board, much information was shared.   The 
power points are on the National Website.  Presen-
tations on duties for officers for the local court and 
state court, an outstanding presentation of District 
Deputies and their duties, the Circle of Love, proto-
col, standing rules, writing resolutions and parlia-
mentary procedure.  Download these presentations.  
Include them in your meeting plans for the year.  
They are very well done and informative.   

In the National Quarterly is a request for nomi-
nations for Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Woman of the Year.  Eligibility, the nomination 
process and submission notice are all explained on 
the page.  The National Board will vote on all sub-
missions at the February board meeting and the 
CDA Woman of the Year will be announced at the 
59th National Convention in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

In all of this, remember to include Jesus and His 
Most Holy Mother Mary.  Talk with Jesus or Mary.  
Ask them to show you the way and lead you.  For all 
we do must be done with love and with His ap-
proval. 

God bless you, 
Sherry Nilles 

National Regent 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Lifesaver  
Project 2021 

 
Our annual Lifesaver Campaign has been on 

hold due to the events of Covid 19. Unfortu-
nately, the issues of Victims of Domestic Abuse 
continue. Therefore, the CDA State Board is 
asking for help from Iowa CDA Courts to par-
ticipate in the Lifesaver Project that was post-
poned earlier this year of 2021. Organizations 
such as Catholic Charities depend on our do-
nations for support. It is important to remem-
ber that 60% of the proceeds are kept in the 
local court and given to an abuse shelter or 
program of your choice. The remaining 40% 
collected is sent to the State Lifesaver Chair-
person. Some of our courts are small with lim-
ited resources but it is our hope that all the 
courts will be able to participate in this very 

important CDA State Project. Thank you to 
those courts that have already sent checks for 
this 2021 Lifesaver Campaign. If you have 
questions, please call or email me. The annual 
CDA Lifesaver Campaign Project 2022 will re-
sume in April 2022. Be sure to make the court 
check with two signatures payable to Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas and mailed prior to 
September 30, 2021. 

 
Mail them to the State Lifesaver Chairper-

son: 
Brenda Vore 
IA CDA 2nd Vice State Regent  
701 Logan Street 
Sioux City, IA 51105 
Cell:712-251-9783 
brendavore13@outlook.com 

Blessings, 
Brenda Vore 

IA CDA 2nd Vice State Regent

Betty Kelly, OLGC, 
#216, Fort 
Dodge, was pre-
sented with the 
Lumen Christi 
Award on Sunday, 
May 30, at the 10 
a.m. Mass at Holy 
Trinity.  Betty is very 
deserving of this 
award as it recog-
nizes her for her 
years of superior 
service, contribution 
and commitment to 
our parish.  Her gen-
erosity, commitment 
and leadership has 
been an inspiration 
to all of us. 

Congratulations Betty Kelly!
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 VOICE
THE

of the IOWA Catholic Daughters

The Voice is published  
four times a year:  

Winter (December),  
Spring (March),  

Summer (June) and  
Fall (September).  

We want 
to hear 

from you!
Submit your Court  
news and photos  

for our next issue to  
Suzanne Torrey. 

 
Items must be received  

by Nov. 22, 2021  
for the Winter issue. 

 
By mail: 

Suzanne Torrey, Editor,  
1st Vice State Regent 

6183 Hwy. 59 
Cherokee, IA 51012 

(712) 229-5159 
 

By email: 
(Please use “CDA” 
in the subject line) 

 

suzannektorrey@gmail.com

®

To subscribe or change  
your address  

please contact:  
 

Brenda Vore,  
2nd Vice State Regent 

701 Logan St 
Sioux City IA 51105

“I have called YOU by 
name: You are mine.”  

Isaiah 43:1 
 
“Hello!  What is your 

name?”  How often have you 
been asked that or how often 
have you asked that of another 
person?  My name, your name, 
signifies me, you.  It signifies 
our whole person, our history, 
our connection to family, 
friends and communities over 
the years.  Above all, it ex-
presses the most important, 
the deepest and most signifi-
cant part of who I and you are.  
You are a daughter of God.  I 
am a son of God.  At our bap-
tism you and I were named for 
life, Edward, Rita, Suzanne, 
(your name). 

In the book of the prophet 
Jeremiah, God reminds us as 
he did Jeremiah:  “Before I 
formed you in the womb, I 
knew you, before you were 
born I dedicated you, a 
prophet to the nations I ap-
pointed you.”  We may not 
have been called to be 
prophets, but God has a plan, a 
role for you and I to play dur-
ing our time on earth.   

This is mind-boggling.  The 
God of the universe, the God 
who is beyond all comprehen-
sion, created you and me to be 
in a personal relationship with 
him.  It does not engender 
pride in us, but awe and hum-
ble gratitude.  This reality re-
minds us of our invaluable 
worth and the invaluable 

worth of every other human 
being. 

At times, whether we are an 
adolescent, middle age or 
older, we can doubt our value 
because of what others say, sit-
uations that we are in, or the 
sins that we commit.  On the 
other hand, at times we exag-
gerate our self-importnace and 
look down on the value of an-
other person or group for a 
multitude of reasons, e.g. 
he/she belongs to another reli-
gion, another ethnic group, an-
other race or he/she is lazy, 
does not do her part, takes ad-
vantage of the system, etc. 

Whether we question our 
own value or the value of oth-
ers, this scripture passage is al-
ways one to go back to and 
allow God to speak directly to 
us.  During a seminary retreat, 
the director assigned me to 
meditate and listen to God 
speak to me with Is 43:1-4a.  
He said to replace my name 
with the names Jacob and Is-
rael.  It had a deep effect on 

me to hear God assure me of 
his love, care and mercy so di-
rectly and personally.  I have 
often assigned this as a 
penance in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to those who 
doubt their value and personal 
relationship with God.  I often 
go back to this passage when I 
am struggling and having 
doubts not only about my 
value, but also when I am  
stressed out and floundering. I 
encourage you to go to this 
passage, put your name in it 
and let God speak to you per-
sonally.  What an important 
message from God:  “But now, 
thus says the Lord, who cre-
ated you, O (your name), and 
formed you, O (your name); 
Fear not, for I have redeemed 
you; I have called you by 
name: you are mine.”   Con-
tinue with the passage to 4a.  
When you pray you could also 
add “a Catholic daughter” after 
your name.   

Remember what God speaks 
to me, he speaks to you and 

A Message From 
Our Chaplain

Fr. Ed M. Girres, Whittemore, Iowa

every other person.  There is 
no one, absolutely no one, who 
is not called by God, by name.  
It is a gift to be accepted and 
lived.

Letter From Our 
National Director

Irene Gramza, Phoenix, Arizona

Hello My Catholic Daugh-
ters Sisters, 

It is a nice day in Phoenix, 
AZ! Hope your weather is great 
too. 

I hope that you get some of 
the rain we have had here 
lately, I couldn’t get out of my 
driveway-first time in maybe 
20 years. I understand you 
have been dry. I keep praying 
for it to rain in Iowa for you. 

I was so happy to see your 
state officers at the training 
session in July (a month ago). 
I attended part of their board 
meeting and I can say they (of-
ficers) are on the correct path 
for your state. 

They were planning lots of 
great things for you and I wish 
I am able to attend one of 
them, possibly in the spring. 
Fall is approaching too fast. 
Please try and attend one of 
the many workshops and other 
events that are planned for 
your growth. 

I look forward to seeing you 
again next year. 

I will send other messages 
later. Know that each of you 
and your families are in my 
thought and prayers daily.

 
Blessings, 

Irene Gramza 
National Director

LOCAL COURT WINNERS 
 
ART, DIV I, 2ND PLACE 
Gladys Hernandez, #189 
Bernadette, Sheldon  
 
ART, DIV III, 3RD PLACE 
Mia Allmon, #330  
St Anthony, Council Bluffs  
 
ART, DIV IV, 2ND PLACE 
Anne D. Marrin, #342  
Fidelis, Wesley  
 
COMPUTER ART, DIV II, 
2ND PLACE 
Nora Kate O’Connor, #216 
Court Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, Fort Dodge 
 
POETRY, DIV IV,  
3RD PLACE 
Janet Marbach, #1976 

Mary of the Assumption, 
Manchester 
 
MUSIC DIV III, 2ND PLACE  
Maggie Lennon, #216  
Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Fort Dodge 
 
STATE AWARD WINNERS 
 
NATIONAL NEWSLETTER, 
CATEGORY VI, DIV 1,  
1ST PLACE, STATE  
COURT OF IOWA 
Regent Karen Kasparbauer, 
Editor Rita A. Carlson 
 
NATIONAL WEBSITE, 
CATEGORY V, DIV II,  
3RD PLACE, STATE 
COURT OF IOWA 
Regent Karen Kasparbauer, 
Webmaster Chris Peiffer

 National Awards for the State  
and Local Courts of Iowa, 2021



Page 4  THE VOICE of the IOWA Catholic Daughters  •  Fall 2021 Edition

As we come to the end of 
what has been a 
long, hot, dry sum-
mer; it seems we 
are dealing with yet 
another wave of un-
certainty. I’ve al-
ways leaned heavily 
on the biblical pas-
sages that say “be not afraid”. 
These words are meant to 
sustain us in the difficult 
times we experience. 

My weekly faith formation 
group recently watched the 

second season of “The Cho-
sen”. I highly recommend 
this series to everyone. In the 
very first episode of season 
one, Jesus calls Mary Mag-
dalene by name. It is a pro-
found, thought-provoking 
scene. What does it mean to 

be called? And what are 
we called to do? I find 
myself with more ques-
tions than answers when 
it comes to thoughts this 
deep, but I have hope. 

Hope that the new 
school year brings less 

fear and more learning. 
Hope that a restart of court 
meetings will bring new op-
portunities for “Unity and 
Charity” among our mem-
bers. Hope that all Catholic 

Daughters will heed the call 
to serve our communities in 
whatever needs arise. 

The latest Quarterly 
Newsletter from National 
contains all the contest and 
scholarship information 
along with applications for 
2022. I have posted all the 
new forms to our website. 
Winners of the past year’s 
contests have also been 
posted. Please take a look!  

I look forward to receiving 
pictures and article of your 
court activities! Let’s pray for 
a return to “normal”! 

 
Your Sister in Christ, 

Chris Peiffer 
Web Master 

 

Dear Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas, 

My first 100 days as state re-
gent have proven to be enlight-
ening, faith filled and 
informative.  We began in April 
with the wonderful state con-
vention in Coralville.  I pray 
those of you who were not able 
to attend have viewed the con-
vention on our Iowa Catholic 
Daughters Facebook page.  
Special thank you to Dani 
Woods, Crt. 1768 for making 
that happen for us. The officer 
exchange meeting was held in 
May and the new board was off 
and running.  I was very hum-
bled and honored by the Mass 
and a reception my local court 
#216 held in my honor for my 
newly elected position as your 
state regent.   

As your leader, like every-
thing in life, you cannot do 
anything alone, it takes the en-
tire team and, in this case, the 
entire courts, entire board and 
all the members in this great 
state of Iowa. I have had much 
support from my mentors and 
the former state officers which 
I give credit to in leading the 
way, same as your local court 
leaders. We each have our own 
style, but it is the trail blazers 
before us that have created the 
path.  A line from one of my fa-
vorite country songs “when you 
get to where you’re going, don’t 
forget turn back around”. 

At the state convention my 
acceptance speech touched on 
member retention and recruit-
ment.  Be proud to be a 
Catholic Daughter, evangelize 
in the spirit of Catholic Daugh-
ters.  Catholic Daughters is 
here to stay, and we love when 
others join us.  Please ask 
them! 

In June the new board made 

their first appearance with an 
invitation to attend Bishop 
Joensen’s breakfast.  The 
breakfast was hosted by 
Catholic Charities in Des 
Moines.  Catholic Charites is a 
recipient of our charitable do-
nations sent to the dioceses 
from Catholic Daughters.  
Catholic Charities is a very 
worthy charity in which they 
are most grateful for our sup-
port. 

In July your state board at-
tended the conference hosted 
by the national board and di-
rectors.  We are eager to bring 
to our state workshops what we 
have learned at the national 
conference.  We hope to see 
you all at the workshop/re-
treats this fall!  National 
award-winning certificates 
from Iowa were handed out at 
the national conference and 
Iowa did not disappoint!  Con-
gratulations to all the winners 
and to the individuals who en-
tered keep it up!  Next year’s 
themes will be announced at 
the workshops.  The new state 
board divided the award win-
ners and presented them with 
their certificates and monetary 
awards.  Presenting the na-
tional awards was a great op-
portunity to interact with our 
members and the parents and 
children who enter the con-
tests. 

Two events this year 1st Vice 
State Regent Suzanne Torrey 
and I attended were the recep-
tion of new members at the 
campus court #2591, Our Lady 
of Grace, at Briar Cliff in Sioux 
City and the 100th anniversary 
at #642, Isabella in Garner.  
Both events were inspiring. 
The college members were ex-
cited to become a Catholic 
Daughter in unity and charity 

and the 100 year milestone 
event at Garner, all their wor-
thy projects and the women be-
fore us who carried the torch 
until now keeping the court vi-
brate and alive. 

Be sure to invite your Dis-
trict Deputy and your state offi-
cers to your events. We would 
all enjoy attending if possible. 
Please keep us in mind. 

Your new state board has 
been busy planning and 
preparing the state fall work-
shops.  New this season is a 
morning workshop and an af-
ternoon retreat.   Our theme 
for the workshops is Set the 
World on Fire!  in CDA!  Our 
retreat theme is Renewed in 
the Spirit.  This is a time of re-
newal and rebirth from out of 
the pandemic and back into 
church and our court’s happen-
ings. 

Please attend one of the 
three that will be held through-
out the state, more information 
is in this issue of the VOICE or 
contact your court regent for 
registration.  The host courts 
have been preparing to host us 
with gracious hospitality which 
we are most grateful to them.  

A meeting with the District 
Deputies and myself will begin 
at 8:00 am. This will give us 
more quality time together to 
discuss the responsibilities of 
the DD’s.  Be sure to thank 
them for serving of their time 
and talents.  They are the first 
line to the state board, and we 
appreciate their dedication to 
Catholic Daughters. 

The postponement of the 
Lifesaver Project for 2021 was 
rescheduled and is currently in 
place, I pray your court will see 
that you are able to fund these 
worthy causes that are so de-
pendent on us.   The state 
board has put an end date of 
September 30, 2021, to distrib-
ute the funds raised. Our 2022 
Lifesaver project will be in 
April.  In addition, our other 
state project is our Fall Food 
event.  Our motto is of unity 
and charity, helping those less 
fortunate than us is serving the 
Lord and his people.  The Fall 
Food event is held until De-
cember 31st of this year to sub-
mit your donation to the state 
court.  Please pray and support 
both worthy state projects in 
anyway your court is able. 

As Catholic Daughters we 
need to market ourselves, be 
certain to take advantage of 
free advertising in the local 
newspaper, radio, social media, 
and church bulletin.  Did you 
know that every court in the 
state of Iowa has their own 
page on the state website?  Uti-
lize the opportunity and let 
your court shine! 

October 17th is Catholic 
Daughter Sunday. Plan some-
thing special as a court.  Sit at 
Mass together with your purple 
on! #CDAStrong! 

When reaching out to your 
members or recruiting new 
members we need ask our-
selves what brought us to join 
Catholic Daughters and how 
we can share that spirit with 
others.  Another song we hear 
often, I have called you each by 
name and you are mine.  Let us 
call one another to this won-
derful sisterhood of faith. 

Thank you all for your faith 
in me as your leader in this 
great state of Iowa.   

 
In Unity and Charity, 

Rita A. Carlson 
State Regent, Iowa 

Letter From Our  
State Regent
Rita Carlson, Fort Dodge, Iowa

WEB 
BYTES 

Fall 2021
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From 
the Desk 
of Your 
Editor

Suzanne Torrey, Cherokee, Iowa

I recently retired from 40 years of 
teaching.  MY dream was to be a 
teacher and I loved learning and grow-
ing with my students.  I taught elemen-
tary, middle school, and high school, 
with most of my years at the middle 
school with students of special needs.  I 
loved the field of special education, but 
the middle school population was never 
part of MY plan.  

I know how I was in 7th and 8th 
grade and still am embarrassed with 
my antics and squirrelly behavior.  I 
often joked that this was part of my 
“purgatory”, but 21 years was far too se-
vere.  What I am trying to say this was 
not MY plan, but the Lord knew where 
I needed to be.  After finally accepting 
the middle school job, I thoroughly en-
joyed this age of students as one mo-
ment they were young adults and the 
next moment they were still in their 
childhood.  I loved the “never a dull 
moment” and wondered why it had 
taken me so long to give it a try.    

Being a state CDA officer was not 
part of MY plan either, but hearing the 
“Speak Lord, your servant is listening” 
speech from Father Timothy Schott 
struck a note in my heart.  Again 

preparing for retirement, MY plans 
were not set for my next chapter of life.  

   I knew I was supposed to get a 
passport, but wasn’t quite sure about 
that either.  People would ask me, 
“Suzanne where are you going?”  I 
would answer, “I don’t know, but I 
need to be ready.”  I then had the invi-
tation to go to Medjugorje with some 
CDA friends in our court.  After spend-
ing 10 days with prayerful friends and 
seeing hundreds of people living their 
faith, I was “on fire”.  I realized then 
that God had called me by name and 
created me for a purpose, his purpose, 
not mine.   

   Then the pandemic hit and every-
thing was uncertain and put on hold.  
When the churches closed their doors I 
felt a part of me had died and my min-

istry was paused. MY plan was inter-
rupted.  The CDA work continued 
though and kept me connected with my 
sisters and gave me a reason to connect 
through the group Rosaries and Bible 
studies.   

   I do believe Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas is part of God’s plan in 
sharing my faith and serving the Lord.  
The new state board has been prepar-
ing for the fall workshops; I encourage 
you to attend.  We have strategically 
tried to make them convenient in 
Woodbine, Cedar Rapids, or West 
Bend.  The workshop is for anyone in 
the court to become informed, ener-
gized, and enjoy friendships. If the 
Lord is calling you by name, I will see 
YOU!   

Register with your local court.
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Pictured left to right front row:  
Fr Siby Punnoose, National 
Clergy Consultant, Sheldon IA; 
Essie Walker,  2nd Vice Na-
tional Regent, NC; Emily Guil-
herme, National Regent - elect, 
CA; Sherry Nilles, National Re-
gent, Sheldon IA; Susan Mone', 
1st Vice National Regent, AZ;  
Connie Dronette, National Sec-
retary Treasurer, LA. Second 
row: Irene Gramza, National 
Director, AZ; Tess Cersovski, 
National Director, OR; Maria I 
da Silveria Neves, National Di-
rector, PR; Darlene Moritz, Na-
tional Director, IA; Michele 
Bowman, National Director, FL. 
Top row: Barb Jensen, National 
Director, NE; Carolyn Malik, 
National Director, TX; Dawn 
Fortenberry, National Director, 
LA; Nancy Bambenek, National 
Director, MN; Martha Ham-
boussi, National Office Man-
ager, NY. 

Breakfast with Bishop Joensen 
The state court of Iowa attended a Breakfast with Bishop Joensen of the 

Des Moines diocese.  The breakfast was hosted by Catholic Charities in Des 
Moines.    

The state court has contributed to each of the four dioceses from our fall 
food event and lifesaver project.  In turn the Catholic Charities has benefit-
ted from these funds that the Bishop has passed on to help those in need 
whether the food pantry, shelter, or immigrants.  A continental breakfast 
was served at 7:30 am with the program beginning at 8am. 

The state court sponsored a table and in attendance were left to right: 
Karen Kasparbauer Immediate Past State Regent, Julie Marlow State Sec-
retary, Diane Carr Leadership Chairman, Peg Jacobson District Deputy, 
Suzanne Torrey First Vice State Regent, Rita Carlson State Regent. 

It was an intimate setting with 50 in attendance.  The Bishop shared his 
own experience of humility and humanity.  There was an opportunity for 
questions/answers at the end of the program. 

CDA National Board and National Directors
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2021 CDA  
National  
Education  
Contest 
Awards, 
OLGC, #216, 
Fort Dodge 
Nora Kate O'Connor of Fort Dodge won 
2nd Place in the National Education 
Contest for Computer Art Div. II.  Mag-
gie Lennon of Fort Dodge won 2nd 
Place in the National Education Con-
test for Music Div. III. Pictured left to 
right is Court 216 Regent Christina 
Rosch, Nora Kate O'Connor, Maggie 
Lennon, and State Regent Rita Carlson. 

Court Our Lady of Good Counsel, #216, Fort Dodge presents scholarships 
Pictured left to right:  Leah Johnson $1,000 Scholarship recipient; Maggie Strickland $500 Outstanding Catholic Fe-
male Leadership Award recipient; and Liam Shannon $500 9th Grade Tuition Assistance Scholarship recipient. 

Prayers, blessings  
and gratitude 

 
Past State Regent Birthdays 

Karen Kasparbauer, #1492, March 22nd 
Jan Grundmeyer, #1976, Oct. 14th  
Darlene Moritz, #1585, Nov. 3rd  
Rose Holschlag, #388, July 18th  
Mary Pester, #43, Dec. 13th  
Rose Harper, #524, Feb. 14th  
Sherry Nilles, #1057, April 23rd  
Beverly Klein, #1976, April 3rd  
Dolores Mertz, #1797, May 30th  
Shirley Ales, #524, Dec. 17th  
 

Past State Chaplain  
Birthdays 

Rev. Edward Girres, Dec. 14th 
Rev. James Bruch, Nov. 30th  
Msgr. Carl Schmitt, Nov. 2nd  
Rev. Robert Lathrop, May 8th  
Msgr. Kenneth Seifried, Oct. 26th  
Rev. Fredrick Fangmann, Oct. 2nd  
Rev. Timothy Schott, Aug. 18th  
 

Ordinations 
Rev. James Bruch, June 5, 1965 
Msgr. Carl Schmitt, Mar. 18, 1961 
Rev. Robert Lathrop, June 9, 2001 
Msgr. Kenneth Seifried, June 1, 1963 
Rev. Fredrick Fangmann, Mar. 9, 1963 
Rev. Timothy Schott, Feb. 28, 1970  
Rev. Edward Girres, July 21, 1979 
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The Catholic Daughters of the Americas state board of Iowa along with our National Regent and National Director were all in 
attendance for a conference held July 15-18, 2021 in Arizona.  The conference was hosted by the National Board and Na-
tional Directors. There were 150 state and territorial officers in attendance for the workshops - all were faith filled and in-
formative for the State officers to take back to the local courts. Fr. Siby Punnoose, National Clergy consultant, (Sheldon IA) 
celebrated Mass and was concelebrated by state chaplains from around the country.

Left to right: Suzanne Torrey, IA CDA First Vice State Regent, Cherokee IA; Rita Carlson, IA CDA State Regent, Fort Dodge 
IA; Sherry Nilles, National Regent, Sheldon IA; Darlene Moritz, National Director, Milford IA; Julie Marlow IA CDA State 
Secretary, Altoona IA; Brenda Vore, IA CDA Second Vice State Regent, Sioux City IA; and Deb Steger, IA CDA State Treas-
urer, Dyersville IA.

Circle of Love 
Project State 
Winners 

 
Youth – Court #269 Ave Maria in 

Sioux City with their project ‘Back-
packs for Haiti’  

Leadership –  Court #283 Saint 
Cecelia in Algona with their project 
‘Baking the Best of a Coronavirus Sit-
uation’, and Court #2476 Our Lady of 
the Holy Rosary in Glenwood with 
their project ‘World Cafe Conversa-
tion’  

Education – Court #321 Saint 
Rita in Oelwein with their project 
‘Teaching Second Graders How to 
Pray the Rosary’  

Family – Court #408 Sacred 
Heart in Spencer with their project 
‘Derecho Quilts Project’  

 Quality of Life – Court #578 
Saint Theresa in Akron with their 
project ‘Acts of Kindness’  

Legislation – Court #2498 Saint 
Maria Goretti in Portsmouth with 
their project ‘Always Read the Fine 
Print’  

Spiritual Enhancement – 
Court #2515 Our Lady of the Lakes in 
Spirit Lake with their project ‘CDA 
Lenten Retreat’

Fall 40 Days for 
Life Campaign 

 
Please join members of Court Cedar 

Rapids #1768 and thousands of 
Catholic Daughters across the nation in 
praying for the unborn and against 
abortion.  The fall 40 Days for Life 
campaign runs from September 22 thru 
October 31. 

Originally started in 2004 by a local 
group in Bryan, Texas, 40 days for Life 
is an international, religious anti-abor-
tion group that campaigns in 33 coun-
tries around the world and draws 

attention to the evil of abortion through 
prayer, fasting, peaceful vigil, and com-
munity outreach. 

God our Creator, we give thanks to 
you who alone have the power to im-
part the breath of life as you form each 
of us in our mother’s womb. Grant, we 
pray, that we whom you have made 

stewards of creation, may remain faith-
ful to this sacred trust and constant in 
safeguarding the dignity of every 
human life.  Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Roman Missal 

CDA State Board of Iowa attend AZ conference

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank everyone 

for their prayers and support at the 
time of death of my sister which 
was greatly appreciated. Without 
you all it would of been really hard 
to get through the process. 

Unity and Charity 
Deb Steger  

State Treasurer
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Visit the Iowa Catholic Daughters of the Americas website: 
www.iowacatholicdaughters.org

Sudden death of 
Fr. Dan Gehler, 
Chaplain of Court 
of St. Katherine, 
#266, Earling, IA 

 
Our deepest sympathy to Shelby 

County; Court St. Katherine #266, Ear-
ling; Court Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary # 2476, Glenwood.  

Fr. Dan Gehler died suddenly at the 
age of 61 on the eve of June 29 or early 
June 30 due to a diabetic coma.  He 
didn’t show up for his 8 am Mass at St. 
Joseph’s, Earling, and St. Peter’s, June 
30, and was found deceased by the 
parish secretary and the custodian at 
his residence.  

Who was Fr. Dan?  He was a delayed 
vocation, ordained only 5 years ago.  
He started professionally as an ag 
teacher and knew a lot about farming—
perfect for rural parishes.  First he be-

came a Permanent Deacon.  After sev-
eral years he proposed himself to the 
bishop for the priesthood, if the Bishop 
would have him.  He was accepted. 
While in the seminary, Deacon Dan 
was assigned as the adopted seminar-
ian for the Court of St. Katherine.  We 
were to correspond with him and pray 
for him.  One of our Daughters started 
writing him letters of encouragement. 
Deacon Dan shared with her his con-
cern if he was making the right choice.  
She responded that it was God who did 
the choosing, not him.   

Part of his training was in rural 
Shelby county under Fr. David Smith, 
SJ.  He told Fr. David that it was his 
dream job to return to Shelby county as 
a priest.  His dream came true on 
March 1, 2019, when he was assigned to 
St. Joseph’s Earling and St. Peter’s De-
fiance.  Our court invited him to be our 
chaplain.  His email response to attend 
our next meeting was, “I have it on my 
calendar and I will try to be there as 
often as I can.”   And he was there at 
nearly every meeting.  This past Octo-

Fr. David Smith, SJ, with then Deacon Dan Gehler. 
ber he graciously installed the officers 
and new Daughters for our Court.  We 
will never forget his gentle and caring 
nature.  He was beloved by his parish-
ioners and his Catholic Daughters. We 

miss him very much! 
Note: Fr. David Smith also died 

suddenly, July 9, 2021, leaving Shelby 
county with no pastor.  Please pray for 
us! 

State Officers in AZ at the 
Franciscan Renewal Center 

Second Vice State Regent Brenda Vore, State Treasurer Deb Steger, State Regent 
Rita Carlson, First Vice State Regent Suzanne Torrey, and State Secretary Julie 
Marlow.  

God Bless Our Troops 
State Officers fashion 
their God Bless Our 
Troops shirts that are 
to be worn on Fri-
days. From left, State 
Treasurer Deb Steger, 
First Vice State Re-
gent Suzanne Torrey, 
State Regent Rita Carlson, Second Vice 
State Regent Brenda Vore, State Secretary 
Julie Marlow.   
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Gladys Brinkman is no rookie when 
it comes to being the education chair-
man for Court Bernadette 189, Shel-
don. She has held this position for 17 
years and has had many winning stu-
dents at the state level.  In 
fact this year four St. 
Patrick’s Catholic School 
students advanced to the 
national contest.    

 Gladys was thrilled 
when she heard one of the 
entries, Gladys Hernan-
dez was awarded second 
place in the national Divi-
sion I art contest. “This is 
the highest award Shel-
don CDA has earned and 
we are very proud of this 
accomplishment,” 
beamed Brinkman.  

When asked how does she (educa-
tion chairman) get the kids interested 
in entering the contest, she replied, 
“It’s not hard, I have been doing this so 
long that the students look forward to it 
and will ask their teachers about the 

theme for the year.”  Gladys credits the 
Principal, teachers, and even the secre-
tary for supporting this cause and mak-
ing her job fun and easy.  

Gladys Brinkman loves celebrating 
the kids’ achievements 
and acknowledging their 
efforts in the contests with 
tokens of gratitude and 
making all entries feel 
special. 

She orchestrated a re-
ception for Gladys Her-
nandez, a soon to be sixth 
grade student to receive 
her national award by fur-
nishing lemonade and 
cookies, inviting the Na-
tional Regent Sherry 
Nilles, Court 189 Regent 
Marlys Bauman, First 

Vice State Regent Suzanne Torrey, 
making arrangements with the Princi-
pal Jessica Schmalen, and the local 
newspaper.  Gladys is willing to share 
her expertise and encourages all courts 
to be actively involved in the contests.

Court Bernadette Education Chairman Gladys Brinkman, winner Gladys Her-
nandez, and Court Regent Marlys Bauman.

National Regent Sherry Nilles, Gladys Hernandez, and First Vice State Regent 
Suzanne Torrey.  

Court Bernadette, #189, Sheldon 

Local Court News

Gladys Brinkman,  
Education Chairman. 

Court Craigie, #94, Iowa City 
Court Craigie, #94, Iowa City, awarded two graduating high school seniors 
$500 college scholarships for the 2021-2022 college year. Regent Joann Page 
presents certificates to winners Kate Kueter and Madelyn Hellwig.  
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Earlier this year a shower was held for Kaden’s Kloset in Sheldon,  a non-profit or-
ganization for children in need. Clothing of all sizes  and diapers were purchased 
and donated to assist adoptive and foster parents. Pictured are many members of 
Ashton’s Court #1057 and the director of Kaden’s Kloset. 

The Catholic Daughters of Ashton’s Court #1057 served many, many burgers re-
cently at Sibley Super Foods. The grocery store furnishes the supplies while non-
profit groups earn money by grilling and serving. Funds are used for charitable 
projects. A percentage is also put into a convention fund. Pictured left to right are 
Cindy Corbett, Kristil Schoo, Barb Tremmel and Brenda Thiner. Inside servers 
were Karen Johnson and Nancy Marnach.

Local Court News

Court Ave Maria, #302, Des Moines 
Court 302, Ave Maria, DesMoines sponsored their Annual Charity Tea to sup-
port the seminarians and charities of their court. Regent Carol Iske is welcom-
ing guests, officers, and State CDA representation to the Charity Tea. Pictured 
left to right:  Second Vice State Regent Brenda Vore, Court 302 Regent Carol 
Iske, Treasurer Carol Ann Eccleston, Financial Secretary Oxana Bedore, Secre-
tary Juanita Richter, State Secretary Julie Marlow.   

Court Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, #1057, Ashton
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Local Court News

Court St. Catherine  
of Siena, #284, Britt 
Our court completed a memorial tribute on Memorial Day weekend.  The 
court sold memorial crosses and a carnation during the month of May.  A 
beautiful hand-crafted cross (created by one of our court members) with 
the name of the loved one to be remembered was placed on a display 
board.  A red, white or blue carnation in memoriam was included in bou-
quets on the altar Memorial Day Weekend.  After Memorial Day, the 
crosses were given to those who purchased them and the bouquets re-
mained on the altar through June.  

Court Dolores, #458, 
Cherokee  
Court Dolores 458 met in the Prayer Garden with the rosary 
being led by Vice Regent Mary Baughman. A light meal was 
served by Regent Suzanne Torrey and her husband Marty.  It 
was a time of reconnecting and refreshing what our plans for 
Catholic Daughters are at the national, state, and local levels.   
Pictured left, front row left to right:  Judy Slota, Mary Baugh-
man. Second row:  Marlene Kruse, Mary Meyer, JoAnn Perrin, 
Kathy Hupke, Carmen Henke.  Third row: Shirley George, Mary 
Berg, Juanita Hempel, Mary Beth Erickson, Norma Clark.  Back 
row: Julie Luken, Gayla Bush, Mary Berger, Teri Perrin, Rosie 
DeYoung.  

Charity  
Fun “D”  
Winner! 

 
6/3,Louise H.,  

Calmar, IA 
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Local Court News

Court St. Andrew, 
#1540, Sibley 
Pictured are students from St. Andrew 
Church, Sibley, who were awarded a 
certificate & a special ice cream gift 
card provided by CDA for learning all 
of the prayers assigned to them at reli-
gious education classes.  St. Andrew 
Catholic Daughters, Bonnie Gregg & 
Jerri Palsrok assist in helping the chil-
dren learn their prayers on each 
Wednesday evening of classes.  They 
are pictured along with Father Siby 
Punnoonse and the children following 
mass on May 23.  Recognition for the 
efforts of CCD teachers during a chal-
lenging year was also applauded.

On Monday, June 21, several 
CDA members were able to 
visit Shirley Klosterman, a 
member of Court St. Andrew, 
#1540, Sibley.  Shirley has 
been a member of St. Andrew 
Catholic Daughters for 60 
years.  The court gifted her 
with a 60 year pin, a CDA 
Blanket, and a cake to share 
with her fellow residents. 
Shown in the picture is Shirley 
in front, and left to right - Bon-
nie Gregg, Lorraine Poss, Carol 
Hensch and Lila Hatting. We 
celebrate Shirley’s many years 
of service to CDA where she 
held several offices.

Grant Paca was recognized at Mass on 
May 23 for his First Place Award from 
Catholic Daughters Education Contest 
at State level in the Poetry Division. 
Grant also received a Third Place award 
in the Photography Division at 
State.  Grant's poem will be entered 
into the National Contest for further 
judging.  Pictured is Father Siby Pun-
noose, Grant Paca, and Yvonne O'leary, 
Chairperson for the Education Contest. 

SEE MORE LOCAL COURT PHOTOS AND COURT INFORMATION AT 
www.iowacatholicdaughters.org



Page 14  THE VOICE of the IOWA Catholic Daughters  •  Fall 2021 Edition

Local Court News

Court Our Lady of LaSalette, 
#1585, Milford 
Court #1585, Our Lady of LaSalette, Milford, IA held a Patriotic Rosary to pray 
for our nation at the Freedom Rock in Lake Park, Iowa on May 22nd.  It was ini-
tiated by National Board Director Darlene Moritz with assistance from mem-
bers Ramona Boese and Cheryl Aumer.   

Court Regina Mundi, #1737, 
Decorah 
Gerry Sorenson, from Court Regina Mundi #1737, Decorah, recently was awarded 
first place in the state Category I, Division I, Newsletter Contest.  Gerry’s newslet-
ter has kept the members informed of court activities and enlightened with en-
couraging words for many years! Pictured are from left:  Martha Kane, Secretary, 
Sandy Bohr, Regent, Gerry, and Karen Dallenbach, Treasurer. 

Court Queenship of Mary, #1806, 
Waucoma 
Court Queenship of Mary #1806 of Waucoma, Iowa, awarded a scholarship to 
Erin Busta.  The award was presented to Erin by Regent Carole Burke at the 
Turkey Valley Community School’s Award Program. Pictured left to right: Erin 
Busta, Carole Burke. 
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Local Court News

Court Mary of the Assumption, #1976, Manchester 
Above left: Presentation of National Award 3rd place in poetry division. Pictured left to right: Deb Steger State Treasurer, Janet Marbach winner, and Wilma Billhorn 
Education Chairman. Above right: From left, Jan Grundmeyer Past State Regent, Janet Marbach, Wilma Billhorn.

Court Our Lady  
of Holy Rosary, 
#2476, Glenwood 

Court #2476 in Glenwood, IA, celebrated 
with the high school seniors, their families, 
faith formation teachers Monica and Jim 
Hughes, and Father Dan Siepker, on May 16, 
at the annual Our Lady of the Holy Rosary 
Senior Brunch in their honor.  The CDA 
served over 50 people a delicious plated 
breakfast that included sausage and egg casse-
role, a cinnamon roll, fruit, coffee and juice.  
The seniors presented roses to their mothers 
and to the CDA members serving at the 
brunch before the short program and grace.  

Court 2476 also awarded two $500.00 
scholarships to Lauren Becker and Laura Mil-
lar from Glenwood Community High School.  
Lauren will be attending Iowa State University 
and Laura will be attending Iowa Western 
Community College in the fall.  We are proud 
of Lauren, Laura, and all the 2021 graduates 
and we wish them the very best!  We continue 
to keep them all in our prayers as they start 
their new adventures this fall. 
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Local Court News

In the spring of 2018, our court struggled to get 
someone to step up as Regent and we were in jeopardy 
of possibly ending our court.  I was approached by our 
Regent at that time to step forward and take the posi-
tion.  My initial response was, “I just don’t have 
enough time,” as I’ve been blessed with my husband 
who is a farmer, 4 children, 10 grandchildren as well as 
being owner and director of  Guardian Angel Preschool 
and Daycare.  But, I told her I would certainly pray 
about it and get back to her.   Well, after spending an 
hour in the Adoration Chapel that week, I heard my 
answer.  God was calling me to say YES- so here I am.   

I knew in my heart, that we needed to focus on in-
creasing our membership if we are to continue to sur-
vive and thrive.  God doesn’t call on the equipped, he 
equips those he calls!  Our local parishes are blessed 
with so many loving, caring women who maybe have 
never been asked to join Catholic Daughters.  Or 
maybe if they had been asked, the timing wasn’t right 
or they had too many other commitments.  I joined 
Catholic Daughters in 1983 when I was newly married 
and starting my family.  There were many years when I 
was only able to attend a few times a year or when I 

was on the committee.  Being a member of Catholic 
Daughters has always been very important to me and 
I’ve always done what I could do at that time.  Our 
young members are so busy with their families, but I 
just stress to “do what you can, when you can and be 
proud of that.”   

With God as our guidance and the wonderful 
Catholic community in LeMars, Court Santa Maria 
#179 has been able to increase its membership by 63 
fabulous women in the last 2 years. The secret to our 
increased enrollment is very simple.  Each year we 
have a weekend that a member speaks at each of our 
masses, telling them some of what we do and then 
inviting all women to consider becoming a Catholic 
Daughter.  In addition, we make a list of women in our 
parish that we know, and simply start calling them and 
personally asking them to join.  Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas is the largest and oldest Catholic organi-
zation, operating under the motto of unity and charity.  
I think we can all agree that we are in great need for 
more Unity and Charity.  Being a Catholic Daughter is 
a gift from God where we are able to spend time with 
each other, share our faith and values, time for spiri-

tual enhancement and to do special service projects for 
those in need.  By joining together, we are able to make 
a greater impact on our parish, community, our state 
and country.   

Our focus has also been on talking with our mem-
bers and finding service projects and ways to spend 
our funds that are meaningful to them.  It’s important 
to me to get everyone’s ideas and to be able to help 
those in our community with the greatest needs.  As a 
court, we have been charitable to Mary’s Choice, Chris-
tian Needs (local food pantry), Safe Place (local agency 
against domestic violence), our own parishes and 
schools, and Mission Honduras.  Together in unity, we 
have made and donated blankets to our local ambu-
lance crew, packed and paid for 8,208 meals for Then 
Feed Just One, fed 500 RAGBRAI riders spaghetti, and 
in partnership with the Knights of Columbus, provided 
Breakfast with Santa.  We, very proudly accepted the 
St Faustina Award and in July 2020 we received 3rd 
place in the 2020 Most new Members Contest.  

 
Lisa Freking, Regent 

Court Santa Maria #179, LeMars, IA 

Court Ave Maria, 
#269, Sioux City 
Court Ave Maria #269 met August 11. It’s a blessing 
that our court is beginning a new year and getting 
together again. The theme was “Welcome to the Car-
nival”. The evening started with the Rosary. Then 
pizza bought in memory of our CDA sister, Mary 
Sievers, by her family was enjoyed. Prayer, popcorn, 
cotton candy, and fellowship made it special. 

Court Santa Maria, #179, LeMars gains 63 members in 2 years!
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Local Court News

Court St. Anthony, 
#330, Council Bluffs  
installs new Chaplain 

 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Court #330 of Council Bluffs, IA in-
stalled a new Court Chaplain/Spiritual 
Advisor on Monday, June 28, 2021.                                     
Deacon John Pfenning of St. Patrick 
Church generously agreed to serve as 
Chaplain, upon the departure of Chap-
lain Fr. Tom Thakadipuram of Corpus 
Christi Parish.              

Fr Tom had served this court since 
September of 2017, but was reassigned 
to other Iowa communities beginning 
July 8th. 

The installation ceremony took place 
in the St. Patrick Church sanctuary. The 
court currently has a membership of 
sixty-one Catholic women from all three 
parishes in the city. More than twenty-
five members were in attendance at this 
event. The installation included a Mass 

Wanda Heitz and Barbara Gehrke, 
members of Court St. Rita #321 Oel-
wein, purchased 2 new robes in mem-
ory of their late husbands, Eugene 
Heitz and Deacon Richard Gehrke.  
Special labels have been sewn inside to 
commemorate their kindness. Pictured 
left to right, Wanda Heitz and Barbara 
Gehrke.

Court St. Rita, #321, Oelwein  
Familiar faces working the garage sale surround Alvina Grundmeyer when she 
visited and shopped at the Greatest Garage Sale Ever on Thursday, June 24, the 
second to last day of the sale.  The goal had been met by this time.  Pictured from 
left to right, court members Mary Reeder and Leslie Horan, foundress  Alvina 
Grundmeyer, garage sale chairperson Pam Wardell, and Barb Voshell, Vice Re-
gent of Court St. Rita #321 Oelwein. 

Regent Carol Hollenbeck leads the In-
stallation Ceremony as Deacon John 
Pfenning and St. Patrick’s Pastor par-
ticipate and listen. 

From left: Vice-Regent Felicia Davidson, Regent Carol Hollenbeck, Deacon John 
Pfenning, Fr. James Ahenkora, Recording Secretary Angie Shea, and Treasurer 
Jan Roth applaud the newly installed Chaplain/Spiritual Advisor of Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas Court #330, Council Bluffs. 

offered by Pastor Fr. James Ahenkora.  
Both Deacon John and Fr. James 

have pledged their support and guid-
ance to the court. Deacon John was pre-
sented with a Chaplain lapel pin of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas. A 
reception followed the Mass in the So-

cial Hall. Chaplain John then stayed for 
the entire monthly meeting of the court. 

Court #330 will celebrate the 101st 
Anniversary of their charter in October 
of 2021. For 96 years the court had met 
at St. Peter Catholic Church in Council 
Bluffs.                   

Fr. Chuck Kottas was our chaplain for 
nearly twenty of those years. 

The court will again hold their annual 
salad luncheon fundraiser in the St. 
Peter’s Social Hall on Wednesday, Au-
gust 11, 2021. This religious, charitable 
and educational group, of long-standing 
in the community, continues to appreci-
ate the support of all the clergy and the 
residents of the cities of Council Bluffs 
and Carter Lake.

Second place 
for Marrin  
Member of Court Fidelis, #342, 
Wesley, Anne Marrin won 2nd 
place for art at national contest.

By Thursday a lot of the merchandise 
had been purchased, tables taken 
down, giving more room for shoppers 
to maneuver their shopping carts.
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State and National Leadership

STATE CHAPLAIN  
Father Edward Girres 
PO Box 245 
West Bend IA 50597 
(515) 570-1689 
girres14@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATE SECRETARY 
Julie Marlow 
Crt #302 Ave Maria 
3304 13th Ave SE 
Altoona IA 50009 
(515) 418-2339 
JMarlow54@msn.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUALITY OF LIFE 
Monica Johannsen 
Crt #408 Sacred Heart 
17 W 16th St 
Spencer IA 51301 
(712)262-2301 
gmjohannsen@mchsi.com 
 
 
LEADERSHIP 
Diane Carr 
Crt #302 Ave Maria 
3917 125th St 
Urbandale IA 50353 
(515) 306-7361 
dcarr61@q.com 
 
 
 
NATIONAL SUPERVISOR OF IOWA 
Irene Gramza 
National Director 
2334 W. Evans Drive 
Phoenix AZ 85023 
H: (602) 866-7318/C: (480) 322-0299 
igramza@aol.com

EMAIL ADDRESSES FOR 
NATIONAL 

 
ROSTERS – cdaroster@aol.com 
MEMBERSHIP – carmencita@catholicdaughters.org 
ORDERS – cdaorders@aol.com 
INVOICES – arlene@catholicdaughters.org

STATE REGENT 
RECEIVES FINANCIAL REVIEWS 
Rita A. Carlson 
Crt #216 Our Lady of Good Counsel 
1306 S 19th St 
Fort Dodge IA  50501 
(515) 571-4268 
iowafarmgirl4@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
STATE TREASURER 
Deb Steger 
Crt #350 St Rose 
509 2nd St SE 
Dyersville IA 52040 
(563) 663-7733 
deborah.steger1958@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT 
Nina Rasmussen 
Crt #1492 Our Lady of Fatima 
PO Box 205 
Manilla IA 51454 
(712) 654-2552 
ninaras@hotmail.com  
 
 
WEBMASTER 
WEBSITE CONTEST 
Chris Peiffer 
Crt #504 McDermott 
2240 Hemlock Ave 
Keota IA 52248 
(319) 461-4385 
rcpeiffer@cloudburst9.net 
 
 
NATIONAL CDA OFFICE 
10 West 71st St 
New York NY 10023 
(212) 877-3041 
Office Manager: Martha 
cdofanatl1@aol.com 

FIRST VICE STATE REGENT 
THE VOICE EDITOR 
NEWSLETTER CONTEST 
Suzanne Torrey 
Crt #458 Delores 
6183 Hwy 59 
Cherokee IA 51012 
(712) 229-5159 
suzannektorrey@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EDUCATION 
EDUCATION CONTEST  
Janet Laubenthal 
Crt #1797 St Francis Xavier Cabrini 
310 1st Ave NE 
West Bend IA 50597 
(515) 887-5401 
momlaubenthal@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
YOUTH 
Angie Beem  
Crt #14 Rose of Lima 
2002 Madison St 
Emmetsburg IA 50536 
(712) 852-3869 
abeem@iowattelecom.net 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE 
Zita Smith 
Crt #2498 St Maria Goretti 
915 Dogwood Rd 
Portsmouth IA 51565 
(712) 579-2225 
gzsmith@windstream.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Position Open 
 
NATIONAL PUBLICITY  
CHAIRMAN 
Thomas Panas 
(212) 877-3041 
cdashare@aol.com

SECOND VICE STATE REGENT 
LIFESAVER CHAIRMAN 
MEMBER CHANGES  
(ADDITION/DELETIONS) 
Brenda Vore 
Crt #269 Ave Maria 
701 Logan St 
Sioux City IA 51105 
(712) 251-9783 
BrendaVore13@outlook.com 
*Please note new email address 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE REGENT 
PAST REGENT CLUB 
RETREAT CHAIRMAN 
Karen Kasparbauer 
Crt #1492 Our Lady of Fatima 
3061 370th St 
Manning IA 51455 
(712) 653-3634 
kkasparbauer@gmail.com 
 
FAMILY 
Marie Sheeder 
Crt #216 Our Lady of Good Counsel 
617 Forest Ave 
Fort Dodge IA 50501 
(515) 576-7747 
jsheeder@mchsi.com 
 
 
 
 
PRIESTS/SEMINARIANS/ 
RELIGIOUS 
Susan Sundlin  
Crt #2515 Our Lady of the Lake 
3606 Keokuk Ave 
Spirit Lake IA 51360 
(651) 283-4955 
ssundlin@gmail.com 
 
NATIONAL REGENT 
Sherry Nilles 
711 25th Ave 
Sheldon IA 51201 
(712) 348-1218 
cdasherry@gmail.com

EDUCATION 
RECEIVES CIRCLE OF LOVE  
REPORTS 
Carol Eoriatti 
Crt #1797 St Francis Xavier Cabrini 
PO Box 344 
West Bend IA 50597 
515-887-2856 
eoriatti@ncn.net

®

-CIRCLE OF LOVE STATE  

CHAIRMEN- 
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Important Dates to Remember We Remember in Prayer
September 6, 2021 ........................................Labor Day 

September 18 ................................................2021 Workshop/Retreat-Woodbine 

September 30 ................................................2021 Lifesaver Campaign ends 

.....................................................................Mail to 2nd Vice State Regent Brenda Vore 

October 2, 2021.............................................Workshop/Retreat- Cedar Rapids 

October 3, 2021.............................................Respect Life Sunday 

October 16, 2021...........................................Workshop/Retreat – West Bend 

October 17, 2021...........................................National CDA Sunday 

Oct 26-Oct 30, 2021.......................................White Ribbon Against Pornography Week 

October 31, 2021...........................................Complete Financial Reviews  

November 1, 2021.........................................All Saints’ Day 

November 2, 2021.........................................All Souls’ Day 

November 11, 2021.......................................Veteran’s Day  

November 22, 2021.......................................Deadline for submitting photos/articles for the Winter Issue 

of the VOICE to Suzanne Torrey, Editor, 1st Vice State Regent 

November 25, 2021.......................................Thanksgiving Day 

November 28, 2021.......................................First Sunday of Advent  

December 8, 2021 .........................................Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

December 25, 2021 .......................................Our Lord’s Birthday  

December 31, 2021 .......................................FALL Food Event ends 

.....................................................................Mail to State Secretary Julie Marlow 
 

SAVE THE DATES 

May 1, 2022..................................................Iowa National Regents Day formerly Anna Baxter Day   

July 20-24, 2022 ...........................................National CDA Convention, Puerto Rico

6             St. Rose of Lima                            Margaret       Bayer                              Carroll 
6             St. Rose of Lima                            Arlene            Dalhoff                           Carroll 
6             St. Rose of Lima                            Arlene            Behrens                          Carroll 
6             St. Rose of Lima                            Irma               Gehling                          Carroll 
6             St. Rose of Lima                            Helen             Stevens                Coon Rapids 
6             St. Rose of Lima                            Alice               Rupiper                          Carroll 
14           St. Rose of Lima                            Lois                Neary                       Urbandale 
14           St. Rose of Lima                            Helen             Freidel                 Emmetsburg 
43           Adelaide Proctor                           Mary              Anders                       Ottumwa 
49           Castile                                             Patricia          McKenna                   Waterloo 
49           Castile                                             Marilyn          Bedard                       Waterloo 
49           Castile                                             Ruth               Beck                            Waterloo 
49           Castile                                             Patricia          Bruns                         Waterloo 
94           Craigie                                             Linda             Aker                           Coralville 
152         Joan of Arc                                     Ann                Sewell                     Mason City 
179         Santa Maria                                   Dorothy         Nemmers                      LeMars 
179         Santa Maria                                   Ann                Meylor                           LeMars 
216         Our Lady of Good Counsel         Elaine            Huss                       Fort Dodge 
266        St. Katherine                                 Mary Ann      Coenen                           Harlan 
1287       Dubuque                                         Evelyn            Kaiser                         Dubuque 
1460      Presentation                                  Leona            Wegmann                       Farley

6              St. Rose of Lima                                         Jane              Snow                              Carroll 
94            Craigie                                                       Becky            Kaefring                         Iowa City 
179          Santa Maria                                               Marian           Wess                               LeMars 
179          Santa Maria                                               Jackie            Arens                              LeMars 
179          Santa Maria                                               Michelle         Tanhoff                           LeMars 
179          Santa Maria                                               Rosie             Vonnahme                      LeMars 
179          Santa Maria                                               Joshalyn        Loutsch                           LeMars 
179          Santa Maria                                               Angie             Steeg                              LeMars 
179          Santa Maria                                               Mary             Morris                             LeMars 
216          Our Lady of Good Counsel                           Cheryl            Lychwick                         Fort Dodge 
216          Our Lady of Good Counsel                           Margie          Augustine                       Fort Dodge 
216          Our Lady of Good Counsel                           Joaan            Shannon                         Fort Dodge 
342          Fidelis                                                        Janice            Richter                            Wesley 
388          Joan of Arc                                                 Stefanie         Edeker                            Ionia 
388          Joan of Arc                                                 Mary             Rosonke                         New Hampton 
428          St. Joan of Arc                                            Sara               Bovaird                           Creston 
458          Dolores                                                      Rena              Frangenberg                   Cherokee 
642          Isabella                                                      Paula             Weaver                           Mason City 
1768        Cedar Rapids                                              Rosie             Martin                            Cedar Rapids 
1945        Bishop Edward Celestin Daly, O.P.                Tricia              Tramp                             Ankeny

A Warm Welcome to Our New 
CDA Members: Fall 2021

Court Cedar Rapids, #1768, 
Cedar Rapids summer luncheon 
Court Cedar Rapids #1768 members met July 21st at The Kava House & Café in 
Swisher, Iowa, for an enjoyable summer social luncheon.  Former District Deputy 
Delores Loney from Iowa City joined us as we shared stories of our summer adven-
tures, past and future plans for our court. Pictured left to right: Claire Ahart, Vicki 
Davenport, Grace Meyer, Shirley Bush, Betty Bockenstedt, Erika Brockmeyer, 
Susan Frischkorn, Roberta Peters, Delores Loney, Jean Derby, and Elaine Boes.  



Page 20  THE VOICE of the IOWA Catholic Daughters  •  Fall 2021 Edition

Front row from left: Court Chaplain Fr. Joseph Sevcik, Vice Regent Deb Haugen, Regent LuAnn Lauters, Recording Secretary Connie Tesene, Treasurer Pat Book, 
State Regent Rita Carlson, First Vice State Regent Suzanne Torrey, and Monsignor John Hemann.  District Deputies (in the black and red robes) Jane Roach, DiAnn 
Jass along with the Court Isabella sisters celebrated with Mass, a program and dinner.

Garner’s Court Isabella #642 celebrating 100 years

Left: Court 642 celebrates! Music performed by Mary Chambers was enjoyed 
during the celebration. 
 
Above: Celebrating 100 years - Looking toward the future. Grandmother 
Tammy Brant and granddaughter Taylin Cahill are all smiles at Court Isabella’s 
celebration.  
 
Above right: Darla Reding, mother, and Jennifer Bredlow, daughter, presented 
a rose to Blessed Mother. 
 
Right: Iowa State Regent Rita Carlson (left) congratulates Court Isabella, Gar-
ner, IA  on their 100th Anniversary. At right is State Regent and Court Isabella 
Regent LuAnn Lauters.  


