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Watch out below! 

If you are familiar with the building 

industry over the last couple of years, then 

you know how difficult it can be to get 

materials and workers for a project. 

Believe it or not, our church is not immune 

to this! We ended up having a two week 

delay due to getting the right paint 

removal material. In the end, this will not 

affect our schedule and we still anticipate 

completing all brickwork and exterior 

soffits/gutters this fall.  

Over the last few weeks, we 

verified that the best way to remove the 

paint on the brick was by media-blasting. 

We also tried using a chemical wash option, but it did not remove the paint very well. The media-blasting was 

determined to be the best process to remove all the paint in an efficient and clean way with as little damage to 

the brick and mortar as possible. 

You might be asking, what is media-blasting, well it doesn’t 

have anything to do with the Journal or evening news. Media-

blasting is what some people call sandblasting, but it is slightly 

different. Instead of sand, they use a special mixture of particles 

(media) that have special abrasive properties that can remove 

the paint but keep the brick and mortar in place. The crews 

doing this work are less affected by the particles and cleanup is 

much easier. Just to be clear, we ask that you keep your 

distance from the areas and crews doing this work, without 

masks and protective gear it can irritate your eyes, lungs, or 

skin.  



  

 

There will be multiple lifts, vehicles, trailers, and supplies 

placed around the church and school as both the media-blasters and 

tuck pointers do their work over the next month or two. We have 

worked with them to keep their equipment out of the way as much as 

possible. On weekends, the lifts will be moved away from the main 

entry areas of the church and access to the building will be maintained 

as much as we can.   

We also want to thank Jerry 

Clason with Slabjacking Specialties 

(whose family has been a part of our 

parish over the years) for helping fix 

some areas that had dropped causing 

trip hazards, he also helped with a few 

areas around the school as well. Finally, we want to let everyone know that we 

replaced the remaining portions of the flat roof on the high school with a new 

system to reduce/prevent future water intrusion issues. We were also able to 

reuse the old stones on the roof for landscaping on the west side of the elementary school.   

               

          Thank you, 

           Buildings and Grounds Committee 

 

 

 

Hidden Features 

Corner: 

You might be wondering what’s going 

on with those windows on the west side 

of the Church? Why don’t we see those 

on the inside? Well, they were covered 

up in the 1960’s. You can actually see 

the studs/sheetrock through the 

windows that they put in place. If you 

look close enough, you can see the 

outlines of the windows on each side of 

the cross above the altar. If you look at 

the pictures of how the church used to 

look in the entry area, you can see these 

windows. We are hoping to open these 

back up during the restoration process. 

This concrete had dropped nearly an inch, 

we were able to raise and level it. There 

are many other areas that were raised as 

well. 


