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MARY, QUEEN OF MARTYRS PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 

November 17 at 7:00 p.m.  at Our Lady of Lourdes 

ATTENDANCE 

Fr. Joe Raeke, Deacon Dick Cussen, Gini Maccaferri, Liz Lauzon, Dave Noyes, Paul Poremski, Joan 

Ashman 

Opening Prayer – Fr. Joe 

 

UPDATE 

Mass of Remembrance – went well at all three churches; some modifications for next year; 

bereavement team members will be asked to extend personal invitations to families with whom they 

have worked over the course of the year.  

Trunk or Treat – held at OLOL for the first time; attendance was not as high as hoped, but the 

elementary school nearby had an event the night before, so that may have had an impact. Patsy 

Gillespie and Fr. Michael participated in Plymouth’s Halloween on Main event, giving away popcorn and 

candy.  

Confirmation Retreat –  was held for ninth graders, earlier than last year, and was well-received. Just 

over 35 students attended and they were very well-mannered and respectful. 

CCD – all going well with CCD; some parents have signed up for home-schooling. Patsy is focusing on 

creating more engaging experiences for junior high students and they are responding.  

Cemetery – Linda Cedrone has approximately 750 graves catalogued; she has updated everything and is 

very hands-on – it makes a big difference. Gini reports that the cemetery now looks pristine.  

Business Cards -  Liz made the suggestion at our last meeting and it is being followed up on – these will 

be very useful for the priests and deacons.  

WELCOME STATEMENT FOR BULLETIN

 

Fr. Joe has met with the staff, the Parish Council, and will get back with the LGBTQ Outreach team re: 

our welcoming statement. This has been a collaborative effort with excellent feedback to create the 

message that will be in our bulletin, newsletter, and website.  

 

Fr. Joe will share news of the LGBTQ Outreach with staffs of neighboring parishes in the event that they 

have parishioners who could benefit. 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

 

The parish outing was a great success and it would be valuable to have social events on a regular (e.g., 

perhaps quarterly) basis. We can discuss a strategy for forming such a committee in January. 
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THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS PLANS 

 

Thanksgiving Parade –  Patsy Gillespie, Dave Noyes, and a team of eight Confirmation volunteers will be 

at St. Peter’s this Saturday morning, offering parade-goers water, hot chocolate, popcorn, and bathroom 

facilities.  

 

Turkey Dinners – Mama Mia’s has generously donated 75 turkey dinners this year. These will be 

delivered to St. Peter’s Parish Center where those who signed up to receive them (about 50 so far) can 

pick them up. Gift cards will also be available for those who need help buying groceries. This is 

advertised at all three churches.  

 

Advent – we need families to sign up for Advent wreath lighting at the Masses. The family event to 

create Advent wreaths will be held on November 26. 

 

REFUGEE ASSISTANCE 

 

A team of 15-20 parishioners will meet tomorrow to strategize on how to help refugees who have been 

settled in our area; plans include serving lunches and dinners and helping in other ways with clothing, 

etc. There will be announcements at the Masses this weekend and information will be in the bulletin 

starting next weekend. A parishioner has made a very generous donation of $10,000. to this important 

work.  

 

PASTORAL PLAN ASSESSMENT 

 

Joan provided a brief background and overview of the Pastoral Plan writing and implementation 

process.  

 

Dave provided an update on progress on the Prayer Life goal, which has been ahead of schedule thanks 

to the Prayer team’s work and especially Ann Cussen’s leadership. Initiatives include the Collaborative 

and Vocation prayers that are regularly prayed at our Masses, the prayer bags, the Prayer and Life 

Workshop, electronic prayer intentions on the website (49 requests to date and 12 ‘prayer angels’), 

Lessons and Carols, the Liturgy of the Hours, and more.  The team will also be focusing on evaluation 

methods. 

 

This same team has offered to start work on the Vocations goal and has introduced the Parish Prayer for 

Vocations. Dan O’Toole will offer a witness talk about his vocation to the diaconate. This will also be 

available online, and others will be enlisted to talk about their respective vocations and how each serves 

God. 
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The Collaborative Unity goal, which emphasizes coordinated communication among the churches, is 

served well by the website update by Deb Elliot, Terri Greer’s newsletter work, and Kathy Benton’s 

editing of the bulletin. The communication is well-coordinated and consistent so that parishioners are 

better informed.  

 

There is still work to be done on the Youth Ministry and Outreach to Young Families goals. Progress on 

the goals will come in their own time. 

 

OTHER MATTERS  

 

A cell tower antenna will be installed in St. Peter’s steeple which will generate a stipend of $3500. per 

month; this will be helpful toward funding a Youth Minister position.  

 

Suggestion regarding the return of children and youth basket of activities in the churches (e.g., coloring, 

word search, books to borrow.) 

 

Hospitality after Mass returned to St. Peter’s some time ago, and it would be good to bring it back to  St. 

Kateri and Our Lady of Lourdes. 

 

Because the teaching Mass was so well-received, a suggestion was made to incorporate a ‘teaching 

moment’ into the regular Masses. This will require planning among the priests in advance and is a very 

good idea.  

 

There has been one meeting of the newly formed Safety Committee; there will be additional meetings in 

the future when the necessary training is available. The ushers designate one person who calls 911 in 

case of emergency; CPR and AED training at each of the churches. This is an important matter that will 

be discussed further in the new year.  

 

Closing Prayer – Deacon Dick 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

Thursday, December 22 at 7:00 PM via ZOOM 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joan Ashman 

Parish Pastoral Council Secretary 


