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MARY, QUEEN OF MARTYRS PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 

March 23, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Peter’s 

ATTENDANCE 

Fr. Joe Raeke, Deacon Jonathon Jones, Liz Lauzon, Gini Maccaferri, Dan Ryan, Dave Noyes, Paul Poremski, Joan Ashman 

Opening Prayer – Fr. Joe 

 

REVIEW 

Pastoral Plan Evaluation 2022- copies were distributed and we will discuss at our next meeting. 
 
Ash Wednesday Masses – high attendance at all Masses, and it was good to have full Masses versus brief Ash 
distribution services. We are also seeing more people attending daily Mass. 
 
Communion & Ashes to Nursing Home Residents – we are keeping our local nursing home residents connected to our 
parish community. Many thanks to Barbara Rooney for coordinating the pastoral visitors from our churches. 
 
Stations of the Cross on Friday Evenings – attendance could be better, but those organizing the Stations are doing a 
great job – e.g., Dave, Patsy and the young people holding the Living Stations. Dan suggested that we consider hosting 
the Stations before Sunday Masses next year during Lent. We can see the response and then consider if this might be 
continued beyond Lent. 
 
Penance Service @ Saint Kateri – a lovely service – about 50 people and 3 priests so there was a bit of a wait. Another 
Penance Service will be held on March 30, and Kathy will enlist the help of additional priests.  
 
Social Justice Meeting on Human Trafficking – Sr. Betsy and Sr. Marilyn shared some shocking but important information 
about this horrific crime at the March 8 presentation. There was a summary of the event in last weekend’s bulletin. 
Those attending want to know what they can do to help. Anne O’Toole will head up the project to create and donate 
‘Bags of Love’, given to survivors as they go to safe houses. Patsy will consider how we can get this information to 
parents and children to protect them. Another event will be held on April 22, co-hosted by the Plymouth PD and the 
DA’s office, at Plymouth North HS, 10-noon. 
 
Knights of Columbus St. Patrick’s Day Dinner – a fun night for all. Some bought tickets to support the event but didn’t 
attend, and so there was extra food that went to the Plymouth Police on duty that night. Crystal set up a screen that 
enabled everyone to sing along. Confirmation students helped to set up, and many of those who attended stayed 
afterward to help to clean up – many thanks to them. Parishioners from all three churches attended.  
 

PLANS AT ST. KATERI 

Fr. Joe shared the drawings for the project: creation of the large meeting space, relocation of the kitchen, update of the 

bathrooms, relocation of the stairs and building a lift, and more. Initial work will include demolition and building the 

stairs in the new location. Hoping for the work to be accomplished this summer. 

 

POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL IMPROVEMENTS AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

Fr. Ed Gallagher’s nephews are the trustees of his estate, and informed Fr. Joe that there may be additional funds 

available for enhancements to Our Lady of Lourdes. Fr. Joe shared a list of potential improvements/investments that 

might be made, including work in the kitchen, near the Reconciliation room, and on the exterior; improvements of 



Parish Council Meeting Minutes Mar 23_2023                                       2 of 2 

 

audio, wiring, lighting; clearing of material in the market area; purchase of equipment and religious ed. materials, and 

more. More information and specifics on this will be available once Fr. Joe hears back from the estate trustees. 

 

SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK 

The schedule is as follows below; attendance at morning prayer is encouraged. There will be a Baptism 

at the Easter Vigil of a young man who has been studying with Fr. Michael. Another young man who 

attends MQOM will be baptized in Springfield (where he’ll be married in April) and will be introduced at 

Mass with his new wife by Fr. Joe when they return after their wedding. 

 

Holy Thursday: 

 At Our Lady of Lourdes 

9:00 am Morning Prayer 

6:00 pm rehearsal 

7:00 pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper 

Good Friday: 

At St. Peter’s 

9:00 am Morning Prayer 

6:00 pm Rehearsal 

7:00 pm The Passion of the Lord 

 

At Saint Kateri:  

3:00 p.m.Stations of the Cross 

 

 

 

Holy Saturday/ Easter Vigil: 

At Saint Kateri 

9:00 am Morning Prayer 

Rehearsal after the Morning Prayer 

8:00 pm Easter Vigil 

 Easter Day: 

7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am Masses @ St. 

Peter’s 

8:00 and 10:00 am Masses @ Saint 

Kateri 

10:00 am Mass @ Our Lady of Lourdes 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

The Archdiocese has chosen a new company for online giving. Donna has prepared an income/expense 

report for June 2022 – January 2023 which shows a net positive of $25,000. There are two new members of 

the Finance Committee. 

Linda has mapped 70% of the cemetery plots online – this is very important for the efficient management of 

the cemetery now and in the future. There is one large section where plots are still available. 

MEMBERS’ CONCERNS 

 All are grateful for how the three churches have come together so well to form one parish. 

Closing Prayer – Gini Maccaferri 

NEXT MEETING 

Thursday, April 27, 2023 at 7:00 PM at St. Kateri  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Ashman, Parish Pastoral Council Secretary 


