
 

 

Saint Mary of the Assumption Parish 

Brookline, Massachusetts 

November 13, 2022                                                        

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday to Friday 10 am – 6 pm 

 

617.734.0444 

5 Linden Place, Brookline, MA 02445 

 

Support our parish. 

Scan the QR code below to donate easily 

or visit givebutter.com/stmaryoffertory. 

Thank you! 

 

MASS TIMES 

 

Sunday Masses:  Saturday 4 pm and Sunday 

7:30 am, 9 am at St. Lawrence Church,  

11 am (also livestreamed), 5:30 pm 

 

Daily Mass:  Monday - Saturday 8 am  

 

Masks are  optional—please feel free to wear 

one or not.  We maintain sections of the church 

with socially distanced seating for those who 

wish to wear masks and with regular seating.  

 

Please visit our website for more information. 

www.stmarybrookline.com 

 

Serving Brookline and Chestnut Hill since 1852 



PARISH STAFF 
Parish Staff may be reached by calling the main number of the Parish Office 617.734.0444 or by email. 

SACRAMENTAL AND DEVOTIONAL LIFE 

Adoration and Benediction: At St. Mary, Sundays 3 to 5 
pm, Wednesdays 8:30 to 9:30 am and 6:30 to 7:30 pm. 
Anointing of the Sick: Check website and bulletin for 
times. (Normally second Sunday of the Month.) 
Baptism: Normally first Sunday of the month following 
the 11 am Mass and other times by request.  
Confession: At St. Mary on Saturdays 8:30 to 9:30 am 
and Wednesdays 6:30 to 7:30 pm, or by appointment. 
Marriage: Contact the pastor at least six months prior.  
Pastoral Care of the Sick: Please contact the office. 

OUR PARISH 

CLERGY 

Rev. Jonathan Gaspar 
Pastor 
pastor@stmarybrookline.com 

Rev. Bobby LeBlanc 
Parochial Vicar 
frbobby@stmarybrookline.com 
 
Deacon John Nicholson 
Permanent Deacon 
deacon@stmarybrookline.com 

Rev. Michael MacInnis 
Weekend Assistant 
 
IN RESIDENCE 
 
Rev. Emmanuel Idoko 
 
Rev. Jim Nunes 
 
Rev. Kevin Staley-Joyce 

Mr. David Pineda 
Seminarian Intern, Third Theology 

STAFF 

Susan Crapo 
Business Manager 
scrapo@stmarybrookline.com 

Sarah Fernandez 
Director of Religious Education &  
Faith Formation 
sfernandez@stmarybrookline.com 

Jenevieve Price 
Office Assistant 
Website & Bulletin Editor 
jprice@stmarybrookline.com 

Mary Slattery 
Pastoral Assistant 
mslattery@stmarybrookline.com 

Arthur Rishi 
Director of Music, St. Mary 
arishi@stmarybrookline.com 

Warren Hutchison 
Director of Music, St. Lawrence 

 

Eddie Deocareza 
Facilities Manager 

PARISH SCHOOL 

Dr. Christine Nadjarian 
Principal 
cnadjarian@stmarys-brookline.org 

Maria Enrique 
Assistant Principal 
menrique@stmarys-brookline.org 

Annie Casey 
Director of Curriculum & Instruction 
acasey@stmarys-brookline.org 

Renalyn Te 
Director of Admissions 
rte@stmarys-brookline.org 

Gloria Reyes 
Administrative Assistant 
greyes@stmarys-brookline.org 

Maureen McKenna 
Secretary 
mckennam@stmarys-brookline.org 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Leila Allen 
Pablo Alvarez 
Octavia Devon 
Fr. Jonathan Gaspar 
Rachel Giorgio 

PARISH MINISTRIES - AN ABBREVIATED LIST 
Please note:  During the pandemic some activities are taking place through Zoom video conferencing; others are suspended indefinitely. 

Addiction Recovery Groups 
Women’s NA, Wednesdays at 6:30pm;  AA, 
Thursdays at 7pm; NA, Fridays at 7:30pm. 

Bereavement Group 
Designated Tuesday evenings. Contact Mary:  
mslattery@stmarybrookline.com   

Bible Study  
Meets every two weeks on Tuesdays. Contact 
Sarah: sfernandez@stmarybrookline.com 

Catholic Philosophy & Theology Study 
Monthly every 2nd and 4th Thursday at 6:30pm. 
Contact veritas@stmarybrookline.com  

Lectio Divina - ON ZOOM! 
Normally meets Monday mornings.  Contact Fr 
Jonathan:  pastor@stmarybrookline.com 

Mental Health Group—PAX 
One Monday evening a month.  Contact Emily:  
pax@stmarybrookline.com 

Mothers’ Prayer Group 
One Monday morning a month.  Contact Erin 
Loparo:  mothers@stmarybrookline.com 

RCIA - Initiation of Adults 
Normally meets weekly.  Contact Deacon John: 
deacon@stmarybrookline.com 

Religious Education  
Please visit our website and contact Sarah:   
sfernandez@stmarybrookline.com 

Sexaholic Men’s Accountability Group 
Saturdays at 7am. For more details, email: 
brklnmenaccountability@protonmail.com  

Young Adult Ministry  
Please visit our website or St. Mary’s Brookline 
Young Adults Facebook group or contact:  
yac@stmarybrookline.com 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
If you are in need of financial assistance, contact: 
svdp@stmarybrookline.com 

Adam Kolick 
Keith Lacy 
Rosie Lacy 
Dcn. John Nicholson 
Kamber Vittori 
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  A MESSAGE FROM FR. JONATHAN  
 

Dear Friends and Parishioners of St. Mary’s, 

 

Last Sunday I had the opportunity to meet with a group of men and women who are 

interested in joining the Catholic Church through our parish’s RCIA program.  It always 

gives me so much hope to hear their stories, specifically about how God has intervened in 

their lives.  In some cases they are coming to the Church because of major events in their 

lives that have caused them to search for some deeper meaning.  In most cases they are here because 

someone invited them to come and see what our parish is all about.  I invite you to pray for these men and 

women as they continue to discern God’s will.  At next Sunday’s 11:00 am Mass we will be celebrating the 

Rite of Acceptance with the catechumens who are preparing for baptism.  Please join us next Sunday as we 

formally welcome them! 

 

My experience with the RCIA group caused me to reflect on the power of personal invitation.  Just as many 

of them would not be here if it were not for someone inviting them, I can’t help but imagine how many 

people out there who are just waiting for an invitation to come and join us for worship.  If you know of 

someone in your life, maybe a neighbor or a coworker, who might appreciate a personal invitation to join 

you at St. Mary’s, don’t hesitate to invite them.  Our parish’s radical hospitality begins with you! 

 

Our goal for this year’s Grand Annual Collection is $90,000 and I am happy to report that we are at 44% 

toward our goal with $39,817 collected so far.  After the Sunday collection, the Grand Annual is the second 

largest source of financial support from our parishioners.  I invite you to make a donation, knowing that 

your gift will be used directly for the support of our parish upkeep and operations.  If you have not signed 

up for online giving, please go to our parish website and go to our online giving portal.  There you can sign 

up to make regular contributions to our parish offertory, as well as make one-time gifts to special collections 

such as the Grand Annual.  Your financial support helps us to operate our parish as a center for 

evangelization.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

With Thanksgiving right around the corner, our St. Vincent de Paul Conference is busy getting ready for our 

food basket distribution.  Through your financial support of the Thanksgiving dinners, together with the  

food items raised at our parish school, we are able to feed 50 families who otherwise would not have a 

Thanksgiving meal.  If you know a family in need, please have them be in touch as we have a number of 

baskets that have not yet been assigned.  Our Thanksgiving Day Mass will take place at 9:00 am, and I 

invite you to come and bring your family and friends.  It’s a wonderful way to begin the day and to thank 

our Creator for all the abundant blessings in our lives.  

 

If you are new to our parish and have not yet taken the time to register, please do so.  We also have a 

parish Facebook page that helps parishioners keep up to date with things happening around our parish.   

 

God Bless, 

 

Fr. Jonathan Gaspar 

Pastor 
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Parish of St. Mary of the Assumption, Brookline 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Saturday, November 12 
    4 pm  The Fitzsimmons Family 

 
Sunday, November 13 

   7:30 am  William A. Mulhane, Anniversary 
9 am  Ann Kirrane, Month’s Mind 

 11 am  Francis D. Griffen, Anniversary 
   5:30 pm  Maralon Dorelas, Memorial 

 
Monday, November 14 
8 am  Marion Taylor   

 
Tuesday, November 15 
  8 am  Manuel Rebelo 

 
Wednesday, November 16 

  8 am  Francis Schutz 
  

Thursday, November 17 
  8 am  Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 
   Friday, November 18 

  8 am  The Picardi Family (Deceased) 
 

Saturday, November 19 
  8 am  Julie, Lester, and Mary Bassill, Anniversary 

  4 pm  Brenda Moran, Anniversary 
 

Sunday, November 20 
   7:30 am  Teresa Su Nguyen, Anniversary 
9 am  The Deceased Members of the John  

and Nellie Basile Family 
 11 am  Joseph Ranieri, Memorial 

   5:30 pm  The Dorelas Family, Special Intention 

4th and 5th grade visited 
the Harvard University 
Museum of Natural 
History where they 
enjoyed an interactive 
science lesson and 
explored the museum. 

Pre-Kindergarten 
students learned 
about Dia de los 
Muertos and colored 
their own calaveras.  

Follow the school on Social Media! 

instagram.com/stmaryschoolbrookline/ 

facebook.com/stmaryschoolbrooklinema 

Grade 1 students made self-
portraits as saints then wrote 
about what they will practice to 
achieve sainthood. 
 

Grade 6 presented group projects on utopian societies. 
Students described their community in detail including 
government, transportation, education, family life, and 
housing. 

 
 
 
 
 

MASS FOR THE DEAD  
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1 p.m. 
ST. JOSEPH’S CEMETERY - Maguire Chapel 

990 Lagrange St., West Roxbury, MA  
 

Fr. Bobby will celebrate a Mass for the Dead  
at St. Joseph’s Cemetery in this month of All Souls.  

This Mass will be offered for the souls of all deceased 
parishioners from St. Mary and St. Lawrence.  

All are welcome to join. 
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FINANCIAL NOTES 
SUPPORT YOUR PARISH  These are very challenging times for many 
people; it is for the parish as well. We ask that you please continue to 

support our parish, if at all possible, as we rely on our weekly offertory  
collections and special collections to cover operating expenses (heating and 
maintaining our buildings, staff salaries, and healthcare benefits, etc.).  

Three ways to contribute: 
 
1.  Weekly donations may be mailed to the parish office: St. Mary of the 
     Assumption Parish, 5 Linden Place, Brookline, MA 02445.   
2.  Donations may also be dropped off in the mailbox on the parish office  
     side door or the black collection boxes at the entrance of the church. 
3.  Online Giving - Please consider switching to online giving for your recurring 
     or one-time donations.  Online giving lets you support the parish even when 
     Mass attendance is disrupted. Go to www.stmarybrookline.com/giving to  
     access our three options for online giving. You can also scan the QR code on 
     our bulletin cover to be brought to our Givebutter online giving webpage. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our parish.    

 

PAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY 

Mail/Drop-off $  3,335 

Online Giving $  4,999 

Weekly Sub-total $  8,334 

  

St. Vincent de Paul $     147 

Peter’s Pence $       60 

Building Fund $     110 

Grand Annual $  3,390 

World Missions $     190 

Hurricane Relief $     150 

Thanksgiving Dinner $     473 

Weekly Grand Total $12,854 

ST. MARY CHURCH   Anyone in need of Thanksgiving dinner help, please call the 
parish office at 617-734-0444 Monday to Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.   
 
To make a donation towards a Thanksgiving dinner, please give online via our 

website’s donation form and choose the earmark Thanksgiving Dinner Outreach or give a check (please write 
“Thanksgiving” on the memo line) in the mail or drop it off in the parish office mailbox on the side door. Thank 
you! 
 
ST. LAWRENCE CHURCH   We ask parishioners at St. Lawrence to donate 18-20 lb. frozen turkeys to needy 
Brookline families and to the Crossroads Family Shelter in East Boston. Sign-up sheets are at the rectory exit 
of the church. After Mass on November 20, the turkeys will be collected for distribution. Your help is needed. 
Please sign up and help make Thanksgiving memorable for many families. 

YOUNG ADULTS COMMUNITY 

My Ideal Self: Wisdom from the Ancient 
World     PROF. DORIE MANSEN, PhD 

 
Tuesday, November 29  
(Doors open 6:30 pm, talk at 7:30 pm) 
Hamilton Restaurant & Bar  
1366 Beacon St., Brookline, MA 02446 

We are 44% towards our goal! 

NEXT WEEKEND NOV. 
19/20 RETIREMENT FUND 

FOR WOMEN RELIGIOUS  Since 1988, this collection has provided needed 

financial support for religious communities who have served the Archdiocese 
of Boston as educators and health care and social service providers. Please 
give generously in recognition of the Sisters’ years of dedicated service. For 
more information, please contact the Delegate for Religious at 617-746-5637. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 



6 

Parish of St. Mary of the Assumption, Brookline 

WELCOME TO ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION PARISH! 

 We look forward to meeting you personally.  We pray that through our worship, you may experience the 

depth of God's love for us.  We hope that you find a home here among friends who pray together, work 

together, and grow in friendship together.  Visit our website to find out more about our parish and to register 

online:  stmarybrookline.com. 

 If you have not been active in the practice of the Catholic faith, we encourage you to return.  If you would 

like to speak with someone on the parish staff, please do not hesitate to contact any one of us. 

 If a previous marriage has kept you from receiving the sacraments, we invite you to contact our pastor, Fr. 

Jonathan.  In many cases we can work with you toward a favorable solution, so you can again receive the 

sacraments in the Catholic Church. 

BEREAVEMENT GROUP MEETINGS  
November 15 & 22 

Any parishioner who is mourning the loss of a loved 
one is encouraged to attend and invited to bring a 
guest. Tuesday evenings from 6-7:30 in the lower 
church. For more information or questions, please 
contact Mary Slattery at 617-566-1653 or 
mslattery@stmarybrookline.com. 

CATECHISTS NEEDED  We 
need more volunteers as catechists 
for our Religious Education program.  
All materials and supplies will be 
provided and you will receive 
training.  If you are interested in 

joining a fantastic formation team, consider volunteering 
in our program.  Please contact Religious Education 
Director, Sarah Fernandez, at 
sfernandez@stmarybrookline.com. 

The Congregation of St. Athanasius & Fr. Bradford 

invite you to  

Evensong & Benediction at St. Lawrence Church 

on the Feast of Christ the King 

 Sunday, November 20, at 5 p.m. 
 

Service music will include motets and canticles for small choir. 

 
VISIT FORMED.ORG  

OR SEARCH FOR  FORMED”  
ON YOUR FAVORITE  

APP STORE 
 
Our parish subscription gives parishioners free access to 
great Catholic content through Roku, Apple TV, Amazon 
Fire TV, Android, and iOS devices.  Here’s how to create 
your account through the parish: 
1. Go to formed.org and click Sign Up. 
2. Select I Belong to a Parish or Organization. 
3. Find our parish by entering our zip code: 02445. 
4. Enter your email address—and you’re in! 

MOTHERS PRAYER GROUP  New mom or 

mom to young children?  We focus on spiritual 

fellowship and parenting advice/support as we seek 

to grow in the faith we pass on to our children and 

families.  To join, email Erin: 

mothers@stmarybrookline.com. 

Next BOOK CLUB  meeting is 
Monday, Nov. 28, 7-8 p.m., lower 
church conference room   We’ll 
be discussing Laurus by Eugene 
Vodolazkin. We meet on the last 
Monday of each month same time, same place.  
For any questions, please contact Mary Slattery at  
617-566-1653 or mslattery@stmarybrookline.com. 

Join us for our next MENTAL HEALTH DISCUSSION GROUP meeting on Monday, 
November 14,  6-7pm, in the lower church sacristy. This month, we'll be praying a rosary together 
for all those living and deceased who have struggled with mental illness. All are welcome to join, 
please bring rosary beads to follow along. You can submit an intention request for a loved one by 
emailing pax@stmarybrookline.com. Please contact Emily for questions or details. 

ADVENT WREATH-MAKING PARTY!  
 
JOIN US! Nov. 27 after the 11 a.m. Mass in 
the Lower Church. It’s a great way to end 
Thanksgiving weekend. All supplies will be 
provided to make beautiful Advent wreaths 
together. If you already have a base from 
past years, please bring it with you to 
decorate. To cover the cost of supplies,  
we will be asking for a contribution of $5. K nights of Columbus Council 110 would like to 

thank everyone in the parish for supporting 
our annual Oktoberfest!  We would also like to 
welcome our new council members:  Brendan 

Avila, Kevin Mannix, Patrick McMullen, Bernard Mlenga, 
and Thomas Mooney.  We look forward to many great 
events ahead!  
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