
Guidelines for the Words of Remembrance at a Funeral Mass 

You have decided to invite someone to offer 
words of remembrance at the Funeral Mass. 
This is a great honor and responsibility.  
This will take place in the context of Divine 
Worship. It is a sacred time and place where 
our primary purpose is to commend our 
beloved to the mercy and love of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is within this context that 

the remembrance should be prepared – a time to remember the ways a 
person was faithful to the call they received at Baptism - by loving God and 
loving their neighbor.  

Sharing Words of Remembrance is not a place to list accomplishments 
or summarize the life story of the deceased as one might do when delivering 
what is typically thought of as a eulogy. Rather, if even a single blessed 
memory that indicates the faith and character of a loved one is shared, the 
deceased will not only be honored, but those who hear may be encouraged 
and strengthened to faithfully continue their own journey of love to one day 
share in the promise of eternal life.  

1. One person may share the Words of Remembrance at the beginning of the 
Funeral Mass, after the blessing of the body and placing of the pall.  
 

2. Pray – to do honor to your loved one’s memory and that your words will be a 
witness to faith and a blessing to family and friends. 
 

3. This is often an emotional and difficult task. Prepare the remembrance in 
writing (not bullet points). Video remembrances and recordings may not be 
shared during the mass – the funeral home or grave is a better place to share 
recordings. 
 

4. The remembrance must be brief – 3 minutes to a maximum of 5 minutes. (This 
normally turns out to be about 1 ½ to 2 pages.)  
 

5. The remembrance must be shared with our pastor, Fr. Sean Connor, no later 
than one full day before the Funeral Mass. This will help him gain insight into the 
life of the deceased as he prays and prepares to celebrate mass for your loved one.  
Send it via email to: frsean@shstm.org  
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