
 

 

 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Phone: 404-378-4588 

Fax: 404-378-0506 
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM*  
*(outdoor, if above 50°,  
below 80° and no rain)  

11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
PARISH NURSERY  

Available during the 9am Mass   
 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE 
678-892-6163 

                
 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.     

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse  

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 

      
Mass Times: 7:00am, 12:15pm, and 7:00pm 

 
        
In the Church at 6:00pm 

 
       
In Mulhern Hall at 6:30pm 

         
Starts in Mulhern courtyard at 3:00pm. If it rains, Stations will be in the Church 

 
     

Adoration Chapel from 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
 

       
In the Church at 7:00pm  

See Page 6 for RSVP information 

        
In the Church at 6:00pm 

 
       

In Mulhern Hall at 6:30pm 

   

   
Fridays during Lent  

Mulhern Hall 
6:30pm 

 
 

Seniors: $12 / Adults: $15 / Ages 6-10: $8 
Family Meal: $45 

Fortunate & Faithful Families’ 
Annual Retreat 

Sunday, March 5 from 12-5pm 
At the Chancery 

See Page 7 for Registration details 
 
 

Stations  
of the  
Cross 

Fridays during Lent 
6:00pm  

in the Church 

    
Parish Library at 6:30pm 

Learn how to get involved at STM! 



 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Jim Stormes, S.J., Parochial Vicar  
jstormes@stmga.org  
 
Leigh Holbrook, Parish Administrator   
lholbrook@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Debbie Whiteley, Accounting Manager 
dwhiteley@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Director of Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Fernanda Mucchiut, Director of Youth Faith Formation 
fmucchiut@stmga.org 
 
Jessica Prince, Director of Youth Programs 
jprince@stmga.org 
 
Elias Benn, Director of Parish Communications 
ebenn@stmga.org  
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant  
sassefa@stmga.org  
 
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant  
swindon@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators, rcia@stmga.org 
 
Mary Ann Brock, Parish Nursery, nursery@stmga.org 
 

Mon., Feb 20   Baptisms—4:30pm to 5:30pm—Church 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall  
         
Tue., Feb 21   S-Factor Mardi Gras Party—2:00pm to 5:00pm—Parish Library 
    LGBTQ+ Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Family Room 
    RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Julie Room 
    
Wed., Feb 22   Ash Wednesday Masses—7:00am, 12:15pm & 7:00pm—Church 
    Trauma Support Group—6:30pm to 8:00pm—Family Room 
    Adult Choir Practice—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Music Room 
    Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
                
Thurs., Feb 23    Tai Chi—6:00pm to 7:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
    Men’s Basketball League—8:00pm to 10:00pm—Gym 
 
Sat., Feb 25   Tai Chi—7:30am to 9:00am—Mulhern Hall 
    Centering Prayer Group—9:00am to 11:00am—Julie Room 
     
Sun., Feb 26   Parish Nursery—8:45am to 10:15am—Nursery 
    Habits of the Household Book Study—9:00am to 10:00am—Teacher’s Lounge 
    SPARK Lent Special—9:00am to 10:00am—Mulhern Hall 
    Bible Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:00am to 11:30am—Parish Library 
    Coffee and Donuts—10:00am in front of Parish Library; 11:15am in Mulhern Hall 
    Altar Server Training—12:30pm to 1:30pm—Church 
    Walking Stations of the Cross - 3:00pm to 5:00pm—Outdoors, weather permitting; Church if it rains 
    STM Connect: Find Your People—6:30pm to 8:00pm—Parish Library 
    JYLT Leadership Team—6:30pm to 8:30pm—Family Room 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead during 
the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners to say aloud the 
names of deceased loved ones.  
 
Mon., Feb 20, 2023 Janice Gardner † 
Tue., Feb 21, 2023 Searl Brier, Jr † 
Thu., Feb 23, 2023 Carmen Arrazola †  
Fri., Feb 24, 2023  Irma Brier † 
 
If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick or 
dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We will not accept 
any gift in return for  the presider's praying for someone at Mass.  In 
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person 
seeking prayers, an immediate  
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express permis-
sion of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Eric Myracle, Philip Selpha, Ripley Brasuell, Nancy Centra 
 
Pray for those who have recently died: 
Joe Giordano, Robert Francis Seedlock (brother of Mary Seedlock), John 
Monaco           

Pope Francis’ February  
Prayer Intention: For Parishes 

We pray that parishes, placing communion 
at the center, may increasingly  

become communities of faith, fraternity, 
and welcome towards those most in need.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



CONGRATULATIONS!

WELCOME TO STM, 

NEW PARISHIONERS!
Sergij, Raiza, Sebastian, Benjamin Novak
Clare Lefaivre
Timothy, Elizabeth, Ella, Rosalie Douglass

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING
Our next altar server training will be on Sunday, February 26 
after the 11:30am Mass. Contact Claire Hegarty at 
clairechegarty@gmail.com for information. 

JOIN US AT OUR NEXT 

SOLIDARITY SUPPER!
Join us for our Solidarity Supper on 
Saturday, March 11 at 6:30pm in 
Mulhern Hall. Our Solidarity Suppers 
will be an opportunity for us to 
gather to enjoy a meal while 
engaging in conversations around 
topics related to social justice. At 
this Supper, we will be talking about 

the lives of Black saints, including those who are on the road 
to canonization and how they impact our spiritual 
journey. Visit bit.ly/stm-solidarity-supper to RSVP. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and is a day 
of universal fasting and abstinence. The following church 
practices are observed throughout the season of Lent:

• Abstinence from meat is observed on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday, and all Fridays during Lent by Catholics 
14 years of age and older.

• All Catholics who are at least 18 years of age, but not 
yet 59, should observe fasting on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. 

• Those bound by this rule may eat only one full meal. 
Two smaller meals (that all together are not equal to a 
full meal) are permitted as necessary to maintain 
strength according to personal needs but eating solid 
foods between meals are not permitted.

• Those who are sick, pregnant, nursing, or with a 
compromised health that would be adversely affected 
by fasting or abstinence should not consider 
themselves bound by these norms.

During the season of Lent, we are all called to embrace 
penance and perform works of charity and mercy that 
reflect our desire of a true conversion of heart. May this 
holy season of Lent 2023 lead all of us to a deeper union 
with Christ and with one another.

The Cardoner Companions ministry is focused on forming 
parishioners in the Ignatian charism through spiritual 
companionship, program facilitation, and ministerial 
leadership. Through various formation opportunities, 
Cardoner Companions aims to nourish and support the 
ministries of the parish. This is a long-term effort to build 
faith communities and to train people to be “holy listeners” 
in whatever ministry they’re involved in, with the ultimate 
goal of growing an evangelizing community founded in the 
Ignatian tradition, increasing participation in the life of the 
parish community, and strengthening the various 
ministries of the parish. For more information, contact 
Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org. 

PARISH NEWS

Genevieve Rio Cruz 
(parents Edwin and Marlena) 
celebrated the sacrament of 

Baptism on Sunday, February 12.

Adalee Rose Farrell 
(parents Gregory and Lindsey)
celebrated the sacrament of 

Baptism on Sunday, February 12. 

Join Us in serving others! Participate in our parish mission 
week, June 26-30. Scan the QR code or 

visit bit.ly/parish-mission-week to sign up.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://bit.ly/parish-mission-week
https://bit.ly/stm-solidarity-supper


 

 

CARE FOR CREATION WEEKLY RECOMMENDATION 

MEATLESS FRIDAYS THIS LENT  
Consider instituting meatless Friday during Lent and year-round. Livestock production accounts for 4 percent of  
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States, according to the Environmental Protection Administration. By giving up 
meat one day a week, you will help take better care of creation as well as honor Catholic teaching. From Marshall.edu, 
“Eating less meat reduces demand, greenhouse gas emissions, water pollution, and our carbon footprint, all from  
changing one simple meal choice.”  
 

 

WALKING STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
Join us next Sunday at 3pm for our Walking Stations of the Cross. The  
reflections during the Stations will be on Racial Justice and the Passion of Christ 
through the history of our local community. Stations will begin in the Mulhern 
courtyard, weather-permitting. Should it rain, Stations will be in the Church.  
 

 

CCA NEEDS REFUGEE MENTORS  
Catholic Charites needs mentors for their Refugee Program. Mentors must be 21 years old and  
willing to complete a training. Mentors are matched one-to-one with refugee youth between the ages of 9 
and 17. Mentors will act as self-esteem boosters, tutors, role-models, and friends and  
assist and encourage refugee youth as they develop their skills and talents. We are specifically  
looking for male mentors. We are asking for mentors who live near Clarkston, Georgia. These  
children need guidance and friendship. It is a great way to give back! If you are interested, please 
email volunteer@ccatlanta.org. 
 
 

ASSIST EARTHQUAKE RELIEF IN TURKEY AND SYRIA THROUGH  

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES : HOW TO DONATE 
Donate online: https://www.crs.org/earthquake-response 
Donate by phone: 1-800-HELP-CRS (1-800-435-7277) 
Donate by check: Earthquake Response, P.O. Box 5200, Harlan, IA  51593-0700  
 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAITH IN ACTION        

DATES TO REMEMBER 

SPARK Lent Special—Sunday, February 26 from 9am to 10am in Mulhern Hall 
Walking Stations of the Cross—Sunday, February 26 at 3pm 

WAYS TO SERVE 

Serve Dinner at the Gift of Grace House—Sundays at 4:30pm and Thursdays at 5:00pm—Contact Jen at jengossett@gmail.com for details 
Volunteer in our Parish Nursery during the 9am Sunday Mass—Contact MaryAnn at nursery@stmga.org for details 

Become a Welcome Ambassador at Mass—Contact Leigh at lholbrook@stmga.org  
 

 Visit our Service Projects page at stmgaparish.org/service-projects for more information on these and other service opportunities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All families with children ages 4-11 are invited to the Spark 
Lent Special on Sunday, February 26 from 9-10am!  

Join us for a morning of arts, activities, and snacks to begin 
this special Season of Lent. Children not enrolled in Spark 
are welcome to join. Parents are asked to accompany their  

children during the program. 

Camp Spark 
June 12-16, 2023 

Visit bit.ly/camp-spark-2023 to sign up 
 

High School Mission Week | Trip to El Paso, TX 
July 9-14, 2023 

Visit bit.ly/mission-trip-2023 to sign up 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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https://bit.ly/mission-trip-2023


 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/ or 
preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — invites 
you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll be  
meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it means 
to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's no  
obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a  
Catholic or if you're not sure. If you would like to explore the 
spirituality and teachings of our Catholic faith  
contact Fran and Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org or  
register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close  
to death, but also for those who are seriously ill or  
infirm and in need of the community’s prayers and  
support. The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,  
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  The  
registration form link is under Baptisms on the website.  

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, or 
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married at St. 
Thomas More will be required to participate in a marriage 
preparation program. For more information on the  
sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on 
“Sacramental Life.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral  
planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available for 
private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is open on 
weekdays when parish offices are open.  

Ways to Give 
You can give a one-time gift or set up a recurring gift. To donate, either: 

1. Scan this QR code with 
your phone’s camera 

2. Visit our website and 
Click on ‘Donate’  

www.stmgaparish.org 

3. Text ‘Give’ to  
512-559-3279 

4. Mail to the Church: 
St. Thomas More Church 

636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 

We encourage you to give to support our parish. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

5. Place your offering in the basket at Mass 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 

February 26—Black and Indian Missions 
March 5—Easter Flowers 
March 12—STM’s St. Vincent de Paul 

ASH WEDNESDAY’S COLLECTION 

2022 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

All of our 2022 contribution statements have been 
mailed out. If you have not received your statement, 
please contact our Accounting Manager, Debbie 
Whiteley, in the Parish Office.  

 
Our collection on Ash Wednesday is for ServeHAITI. 
ServeHAITI is a non-profit organization working in  

Grand-Bois, Haiti, committed to building a community 
where every resident can thrive and become self-

sufficient by giving them access to healthcare,  
education, economic opportunities, clean water, and 

nutritious food. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.stmga.org
https://www.stmgaparish.org


 

 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

3-NIGHT LENTEN RETREAT: LETTING GOD’S MERCY RESHAPE YOU 
March 2-5, 2023    
What do you desire this Lent? What would you like to see change in your life? We all need forgiveness, renewal and healing, 
but maybe our usual Lent routines and sacrifices have become stale and don ’t get us to that better relationship with God 
and our neighbors we want. How do things look from a different vantage point – God’s vantage point? How do things look 
through God’s eyes of mercy? Can we see what God sees in us and the people and circumstances of our lives? Come, and 
let us spend our retreat time inviting God’s merciful gaze to penetrate our hearts, our thoughts, our deeds — to reshape 
our way in the world, from the inside out!  
To register, visit ignatiushouse.org  
 
 

WOMEN’S LENTEN RETREAT 
March 10-12, 2023    
In Isaiah 43:1-5, God says, “Do not be afraid; I am with you.” These words are comforting and strengthening especially in 
these times of unrest and violence, and when our own lives are challenging or lonely. During this retreat we will reflect on 
these promising words of our loving and compassionate God and discover their meaning for our lives  
today and hope for our journey into the future. To register, visit ignatiushouse.org  

LENTEN WEEKEND RETREATS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE 

FAITH FORMATION THIS LENT 

THE ENNEAGRAM FOR MARRIED COUPLES 

Wednesdays March 1, 8, 15 and 22 
7:30pm to 9:00pm via Zoom 

Discover how this dynamic personality typing model can 
help deepen your relationship with your spouse and 

offer conflict resolution strategies, helping you rekindle  
relational intimacy. 

Fee: $150 | Space limited to 10 couples 
Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS 

Tuesday from Feb. 21 to Mar. 28 
7:30pm to 9:00pm via Zoom 

Advanced Registration required.  
 

Register at bit.ly/if-spring-2023 

Thursday, March 2 at 7:00pm 
To RSVP, scan the QR or  

visit bit.ly/marksgospelstm 

 
March 12, 19, 26 and April 2 at 10:00am 

Join a 4-week Lenten prayer group 
Each week, participants will embark on a spiritual journey, 

spending time praying on their own with selected scriptures, 
and then come together with the group to share their  

reflections and experiences.  
Sign up by scanning the QR code  

or visiting stmgaparish.org/adultfaith. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS’ JOB FAIR  
The Office of Catholic Schools is hosting a Job Fair on Saturday, March 4, at the Chancery located at 
2401 Lake Park Drive SE in Smyrna from 9:30am to11:30 a.m. Teaching positions in grades PK (4) – 12 
may be available for the upcoming school year. Principals from the 16 archdiocesan Catholic schools 
will be present. New, returning, and recently retired teachers are welcome! Qualified candidates should 
bring multiple copies of resumes to share with schools to which they are interested in applying.  
 

FORTUNATE & FAITHFUL FAMILIES’ LGBTQ RETREAT 

Join Fortunate & Faithful Families for their annual retreat, themed ‘Journey Home: A Pilgrimage’ on Sunday, 
March 5, from 12-7pm. The retreat will be at the Chancery. The retreat promises to be a day of learning, 
sharing, spiritual reflection, worship and fellowship. Fr. Dennis Dorner will explore what this pilgrimage 
looks like for members of the LGBTQ community and their family members and theologian, Dr. Ismael 
(Ish) Ruiz, will help attendees find spiritual nourishment for the journey and hope for our families and 
faith communities. Don't miss this dynamic keynote! The day will include time for reflection, Mass in the 
Chancery's lovely chapel and dinner, which is included in the registration fee.  
To register, visit FortunateFaithfulFamilies.org. Registration closes on Monday, February 27.  
 

RETREAT FOR ADULT CHILDREN OF DIVORCED OR SEPARATED PARENTS 

Life-Giving Wounds is a three-day for young adults and adults with divorced or separated parents. The  
retreat gives participants a greater understanding of the wound of divorce and the ways it affects their lives, 
offers advice about the difficulties concerning love and trust of others, and explains how the Catholic faith, 
spiritual practices, and the sacraments are essential to self-knowledge and healing.  
The retreat is March 10-12 at St. Brendan the Navigator Church in Cumming. The cost per individual is $100, 
which includes several meals and all materials. Attendees must be 18 or older to attend.  
To register and for more information, please visit http://tiny.cc/lgw2023. 

 
 

THE WAY FOR WOMEN RETREAT 

The Way for Women is a three-day retreat for adult female survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese 
of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program  on March 24-26 at Sautee Mountain Retreat in Clarksville, GA.  
Registration deadline is March 16. Please contact Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 
or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

JOIN US FOR OUR 10TH EMPTY BOWLS DINNER ON 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 FROM 5:30PM TO 7:00PM 
Our Empty Bowls Dinners started 33 years ago as a  
grassroots, crafts-based effort by students to fight hunger. 
Today, events are held all over the US and 14 other  
countries! STM is humbled and proud to be a part of this  
collaboration for our 10th year in a row. This year, proceeds 
from our dinner will support the Good Shepherd School in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti to help keep their lunch program  
running.  For many of the children, school lunch will be the 
only meal of the day.  

Please join us in Mulhern Hall where STM students will serve 
as hospitality staff throughout the evening. Let’s break 
bread together Haitian style with a meal of soup and bread. 
The Good Shepherd School community have found value in 

the simplicity of their resources and continue with a joyful 
sentiment that embodies their creativity and faith. We have 
much to learn from each other. 
 
    $3.00 per Child     $6.00 per Adult       $22.00 per family 

If you’re not able to attend the dinner and wish to donate, 
you may write a check to STM PTO and mail it to Kim Kissell 
in the school office. $30 provides lunch for one child at the 
Good Shepherd School for a month! 
 
 

CELEBRATING OUR 

GRANDPARENTS! 
Grandparents hold a 
special place in our 
hearts. We love them 
so much!  
Our Kindergarten and 
8th Grade Buddies 
were so happy to be 
able to celebrate their 
grandparents with a 
special mass and  
reception during 
Catholic Schools Week  
 

 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/ 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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