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Welcome to “Rooted in Christ,” the U.P. Catholic Foundation’s 2017-2018 annual report to donors.

The rich tradition of the Catholic faith is always living and active, rooted in Christ. This is the idea for the U.P. 
Catholic Foundation logo featuring an encircled, rooted cross. The cross above ground, like a tree, grows 

branches in di�erent directions, bearing fruit and leaves that come and go with the changing seasons. 
Below ground, the root system provides a strong, connecting anchor that delivers nourishment. 

As summer gives way to the fruits of fall colors that grace the Upper Peninsula, we prepare for the next 
season, con�dent that the roots of our faith are our nourishment!   

We thank you for your support. Thank you for entrusting your gifts to us, the advisory board and sta� of the 
U.P. Catholic Foundation, who serve as stewards of the Foundation’s mission to nourish Catholic ministries 

throughout the diocese. We are pleased to provide this report as a measure of accountability. We hold 
ourselves personally responsible for the viability, growth, and integrity of the Foundation’s capacity to 

further its mission.  
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PLANT

U.P. CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

our vision

In Jesus Christ, The U.P. Catholic Foundation connects faith with charitable 
giving through long-term support for the future needs of Catholic ministries in 
the Diocese of Marque�tte.

To build up the ministry of Christ in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan through 
long-term, sustainable support to parishes, Catholic schools, diocesan ministries, 
and other Catholic charitable causes serving in the Diocese of Marque�tte.

“All things must come to the soul from its roots, from where it is planted.”
Saint Teresa of Avila

Our Mission, Vision & Benefits

our mission

Benefits of UPCF:

Parishes and schools can enjoy stewardship of endowed funds 
without the work of endowment administration

The UPCF handles all endowment administration, investment 
and spending policy, gift acceptance, and fund agreements.

By shouldering the administrative burden, the UPCF makes it 
easy to establish endowments, which in turn will strengthen 
the financial stability of parishes, Catholic schools, and other 
entities in the Diocese of Marquette.

Responsible investment policy that upholds Catholic teaching.

Perpetually governed by Catholics. 
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Fund Distributions

GROW

U.P. CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

“A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots spring 
up and make new trees.” Amelia Earhart 

2017-18 2018-19
Diocesan Funds 
Seminarian Endowment Fund $10,504 $14,366
Legacy of Faith $302,751 $316,719
Reverend Thomas J. Anderson Mass Stipend Fund $3,747               $3,803
Reverend Conrad E. Suda Seminarian Fund  $11,242 $11,410
Lay Ministry Endowment Fund               $2,048               $2,079
William A. Vignetto Seminarian Fund $12,005             $12,184
Peter M. Vukelich Seminarian Fund  $4,192               $4,253
Bibbianne Bessette College Scholarship Fund $3,763 $3,827

Parish Funds
St. Peter Cathedral Fund $2,389 $2,462

School Funds
Anonymous Donor Bishop Baraga School Tuition Assistance
& Building Endowment Fund  

              $32,529 $34,402

Holy Name Catholic School Sta� Support Endowment Fund $4,628  $5,300

New Funds

The following funds have been recently established and have not yet received a distribtion. 
We welcome them to the UPCF family of funds!

Diocese of Marquette Catholic School Endowment Fund  est. 04/10/2018
Catholic Campus Ministry – Northern Michigan University Fund  est. 05/23/2018
St. Francis de Sales School Tuition Assistance Fund   est. 06/28/2018



Beneficiary Highlights
HARVEST
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Annual fund distributions yield fruitful returns!  The following stories give witness to 
some of the bountiful returns on your charitable investment in the UPCF.

Endowment Building Part of the Vision for Campus Ministry at NMU
Father Brandon Oman is an enthusiastic Director of Campus Ministry at Northern Michigan 
University in Marquette! His vision for Catholic Campus Ministry (CCM) is that it be an active, 
fruitful and sustainable ministry where faith and love in Jesus Christ is truly present within the 
people who are giving - and receiving - CCM ministry.  

“It’s a place of invitation and inspiration, that equips young adults to carry on the Catholic faith 
through their love for Jesus Christ,” says Fr. Brandon.

“I love the familial aspect of CCM,” says Emma Drever, an NMU student from Chicago. “Every 
time I go there I feel like I’m going home.”

Father Brandon is eager to reach college students 
wherever they are with the gospel message. He 
recognizes that quality ministry requires               
substantial, consistent and permanent funding. 
That’s why he established an endowment fund in 
the U.P. Catholic Foundation – to provide a stable 
base for that funding. 

In the short-term, Fr. Brandon is working with an 
advisory council and sta� at the UPCF to raise 
money to fund a campus minister for three years. 
In the long-term, additional gifts to the 
endowment fund are needed to help sustain a 
vibrant campus ministry.

Help Father Brandon advance the vision for CCM! 
Call him at 906.228.3302 or email him at  catholiccampusnmu@gmail.com.

“There are only two lasting bequsts that we can hope to give our children.  
One of these is roots, the other, wings.”  (Author Unknown)

U.P. CATHOLIC FOUNDATION
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HARVEST, continued...
U.P. CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

https://youtu.be/cHOgNhglghY

Beneficiary Highlights

“Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.”
Colossians 2:7

Catholic School Endowment Challenge 
The Diocese of Marquette and the U.P. Catholic Foundation have partnered to boost school 
endowment-building and help manage operating costs over the long term. The Diocese, under 
the leadership of Bishop John Doer�er and in consultation with the Diocesan Finance Council, will 
give $100,000 per school to grow endowment funds.  

“Our Catholic schools are an e�ective tool for parishes to evangelize families and educate and 
form students. Securing their long term �nancial stability is vital,’ said Fr. Allan Mott, a UPCF board 
member and alumnus of Holy Name Catholic School in Escanaba. 

While the Catholic School Endowment Challenge will e�ectively increase endowment giving in 
the short-term, each endowment fund will be able to receive future gifts and bequests for 
building signi�cant long term bene�ts.

To make a donation, contact your favorite Catholic school or visit the UPCF website at 
www.upcatholicfoundation.org to �nd your school endowment fund and make an online gift. 

Not sure which school to support? The diocese has established the Diocese of Marquette Catholic 
School Endowment Fund, with the purpose of providing �nancial support in equal portions to 
Catholic schools in the diocese.
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HARVEST, continued...
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https://youtu.be/cHOgNhglghY

Beneficiary Highlights

Inaugural Year for Concert Series 

The purity and innocence of a child’s voice, the brilliance of the Cathedral Brass, the nuanced 
sound of a choir, the sonic splendor of a symphony orchestra, the grandeur of the great Cathedral 
organ. All this and more greeted concert-goers during the inaugural year of the Cathedral 
Concert Series at St. Peter Cathedral, Marquette. 

The concert series was made possible through a generous grant from the Legacy of Faith
 Endowment Fund. Legacy of Faith often provides “start up” grants to help new programs get 
started. “Legacy of Faith grants can bring life to new program ideas that hold potential for
 engaging the faithful in creative and interesting ways,” said Tami Seavoy, who serves on the 
Legacy of Faith Advisory Board. “Launching new programs can be cost prohibitive or �nancially 
risky for a parish. Legacy of Faith grants reduce the parish’s �nancial risk and empower those 
people who have the passion, talent and desire to try something new.” 

The result? The inaugural year was a hit! Goodwill o�erings at each concert, combined with 
fundraising e�orts by program organizers and continued grant support from Legacy of Faith will 
carry the series for another year. 

Looking ahead, Samuel Holmberg, the program director, hopes to endow the program. “If we had 
reliable and consistent funding from an endowment, we could spend less time on fundraising 
and more time on our mission – providing inspiring music in an inspiring setting.” 

 “Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop - a hundred, sixty,
or thirty times what was sown.”  - Matthew 13:8



Assets are audited annually by an independent accounting firm as of June 30th.  For a copy of 
the full audited report, please visit www.upcatholicfoundation.org. 
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Audited Financial Statements
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

U.P. CATHOLIC FOUNDATION
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How to Give
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

“And he spoke many thing unto them in parables, saying, 
Behold, a sower went forth to sow” Matthew 13:3-8

“He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in its season 

and its leaf does not wither; 
and in whatever he does, he prospers.”

Psalm 1:3  

U.P. CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

You are invited to consider gifts to an existing fund or create a new fund.
In honor of a special anniversary, birthday or retirement of loved ones

In memory of a deceased relative or a beloved teacher, priest, religious sister, or friend

Popular Gift Types
Cash or Check

Stock
Bequest in Will

Bene�ciary designation on IRA, retirement plan, life insurance policies, bank accounts
Charitable Gift Annuity

Real Estate
Charitable Remainder Trust

Gift Planning Assistance
Visit www.upcatholicfoundation.org/planmygift 
Contact Terri Gadzinski, UPCF Executive Director

Direct Phone 906.227.9108
Email tgadzinski@dioceseofmarquette.org

Discuss your charitable goals with your legal and �nancial advisors. Ask them to help you structure your giving so that it 
accomplishes the most for you, your heirs, and your favorite charitable causes.

All gifts are tax deductible. 
Make checks payable to the name of the endowment fund you wish to support.

Use our secure online giving. Create a personal online giving account for quick, 
easy access to all of your UPCF giving.  

Give a new gift
View or update current gifts

Add or update payment methods
View giving history and tax information

www.upcatholicfoundation.org

https://osvonlinegiving.com/4527



