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ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION 

Communications: Online Mass viewership has increased to about 300 weekly since the 
uptick of Covid cases in January. A button has been added to the website landing page 
that will take you to a signup page showing all current events that require registration. 
Communication pieces announcing the Tegeder Fund were prepared, in addition to the 
promotion of many new programs and ministries that kicked off in January. Last week, print 
and digital notices about the postponement of the Pancake Breakfast went out. In the 
works are Lent & Easter materials, and a communication plan for the parish Game Plan.  

Building & Grounds: Carpeting for the narthex is scheduled for installation in February. 
Fabrication for the exterior signs has begun with installation scheduled for Spring. A capital 
needs plan is being finalized that will serve as a planning tool for budgeting for the next few 
years. Items being reviewed for the next year include carpeting for the auditorium and 
offices. The committee is looking for parishioners with building and grounds experience to 
join the team.  

Administration: Year end contribution statements for parishioners will go out by the end of 
the month. A meeting with the parish coach is set for February 26.  

FAITH FORMATION COMMISSION 

Faith Formation programs are reaching the middle of the year, and First Reconciliation took 
place on January 19.  

All 5th – 8th graders are invited to register for Catholic Youth Summer Camp on the middle 
school faith formation webpage. High school summer opportunities are in the works.  

A Lenten-themed Family Mass & Social will take place March 13.  

Adult book studies are underway and well-received.  

PARISH LIFE COMMISSION 

Parish Life is thriving with Young at Heart back on the calendar. All seemed to enjoy the 
Taco Fiesta. 

The Marriage Booster is coming up Saturday, January 29. We are hoping for more interest 
in the next week.   

The Cana Dinner is planned and taking registrations. This will be a fun evening of dinner, 
music, dancing and professional photo booth opportunities. 

Looking forward, we are trying to plan a Lenten mission event for the parish. Look to the 
media avenues for all upcoming events!  

PASTORAL CARE COMMISSION 

Funerals: We have had eight parishioners pass away since the beginning of December 
2021. Half are waiting until the spring to have a funeral. Mia continues to do regular pre-
plans for funeral with parishioners. It’s painless. Make an appointment with Mia, and give 
your family a priceless gift of knowing what you wanted.  

Grief Card Ministry: We have two new coordinators for this ministry, and several 
volunteers. In December they began sending cards to the eight families who just lost a 
family member. 

Hospital Ministry: This ministry has been on hold since the quarantine began. Eucharistic 
Ministry visitors are still not allowed into hospitals.  

Prayer Shawl: Prayer shawls continue to come in and go out. Shawls are blessed outside 
of a Mass, and are being packaged differently to minimize handling and contact. 

Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministry will be having a training series beginning in February 
and going through May. We will likely have six people going through the training. We are 
doing the training in conjunction with the Nativity Stephen Ministry program. Three of the 
trainees are from Nativity and three are from St. Ed’s.  

Lunch and Learn: We began this new ministry in January and had 22 people come to 
hear our speaker on Dementia. In February the Bloomington Police Department will be 
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doing a presentation on Senior Fraud and Scams. This program meets the first Tuesday of every month at 11:30 in the 
Auditorium, and brings their own bag lunch to eat while listening to the presentations. 

Separated and Divorced: This group is in the process of meeting every Monday from January through March in the 
library from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  

Grief Follow-Up and Support: The grief coalition winter session is meeting on Thursdays from 4:30 to 6:00pm at Peace 
Lutheran Church through February 24.  

Homebound Communion: We currently have more people requesting homebound communion than we have 
volunteers to bring it. We are actively seeking more volunteers. 

Nursing Home Ministry: Volunteers bring residents at Masonic home to Mass on the first Thursday of the month, and 
bring communion to their rooms two Mondays a month, lots of volunteers and 10-12 residents come to Mass each 
month. There is a communion service at Cherrywood Pointe on the first and third Thursdays of the month at 10:00am. 

Memorial Garden: The garden in asleep for the winter, but people are still planning ahead and purchasing plots.  

Fr. Rick continues to celebrate the sacraments of anointing and reconciliation individually by appointment. Mia Ah Sani 
and Mary Kay Hird are available to provide individual communion by appointment should people feel uncomfortable 
coming to Mass in person, or be in a vulnerable population. The sacraments are always available and Fr. Rick and the 
staff are more than happy to provide those at the church. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION 

Meals on Wheels: St. Edward volunteers are driving nine routes this week. Although the number of meals ordered has 
increased by about 20% during the COVID pandemic, we continue to be able to fill all requested routes from our current 
pool of drivers. There will be a change of leadership at MOW during the next month, with no impact on our mission.   

Sister Parish-Nicaragua: Covid is very much alive and the economic situation is still fragile but they are having a 
relatively good coffee harvest. This is good for the plantation owners and it filters down to the poorest workers. But it's 
temporary. We will be receiving another 1/2 FMSC container the first week of February. We thank God for our ability to 
do this because of the generosity of St Eds!!  

Sister Community-Dominican Republic: We are hoping we will be able to have people go down there this coming 
summer. We have three travelers interested so far. Our first meeting is Monday, January 24 at 6:30 pm.  

VEAP:  Food collections continue, and volunteers bring the donations over to VEAP on a regular basis. In addition to 
shelf-stable food and fresh produce, VEAP also accepts and highly encourages donations of laundry detergent, soap, 
diapers, paper towels, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, toilet paper, tampons, and other personal hygiene products. 
They also accept pet food donations, for our neighbors with furry ones at home. 

Catholic Charities: We continue to financially support the lunch ministry at the Catholic Charities Opportunity Center, 
sending $300 a month that we would ordinarily spend on the food for the lunches we prepared. We are evaluating when 
that ministry will resume in person. 

Loaves and Fishes: We continue to provide in person volunteers at the new Bloomington location, Christ the King 
Lutheran Church. As food costs continue to go up, we are re-evaluating our menu to make the best use of our budget. 

Giving Tree Update:  We just received a thank you from Cornerstone for the Christmas Collection with total donations 
from our parish. The note and numbers will be printed in an upcoming bulletin. 

Tegeder Fund: The new Tegeder Outreach fund for non-profit organizations was introduced to the parish recently via 
the bulletin, website, and the video that was shown at all the Masses the weekend of January 15-16. We will be working 
to get the word out to area non-profit organizations that they can apply for funds, and encourage parishioners to get the 
word out to organizations they are familiar with. 

Dudley Emergency Fund: The fund has helped many individuals with rent, mortgage, utility bills, and car repairs. We 
give out Cub Food grocery cards, and occasionally gas cards as needed.  

WORSHIP COMMISSION 

The month of December brought about many beautiful liturgies for the Catholic Church and here at St. Edward, we were 
happy to celebrate them with people in person and online. We started with Advent Sundays and moved to the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception and then a beautiful day of Adoration in our chapel.  

In mid-December we were treated to the beautiful Organ Concert with Kraig Windschitl performing. The many in 
attendance were able to experience the stunning sounds of our very special Austin Organ. For Christmas, we had two 
Masses on Christmas Eve and two on Christmas day. That was followed up with the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph and the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. All were meaningful and filled with beautiful music 
and prayer. We hope you were able to take part in some way to experience the wonder and beauty of our Catholic faith 
by attending in person or watching online.  

We thank you for your support. We also thank the many people who took part in these liturgies as Musicians, Sacristans, 
Altar Servers, Extraordinary Ministers, Lectors, Ushers, Greeters, Children’s procession, and AV assistance.  

NEXT MEETING:  

All parishioners are invited to the next scheduled Leadership Night on Tuesday, February 15, 7:00pm. 

 


