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CHURCH OF ST. EDWARD 

LEADERSHIP NIGHT REPORTS 
January 19, 2023 

OPENING PRAYER– Tom Kent 

QUARTERLY CADENCE & MEETING FORMAT– Tom Kent 

Tom gave an overview of why the change was made from monthly to quarterly Leadership 
Nights. Most notably the new format will intentionally incorporate more interaction and time 
for feedback with less repetition. This makes each meeting time well spent. In addition, it 
frees up time and resources we need going forward as we implement St. Edward’s Game 
Plan, which will incorporate the Synod Priorities with our own Parish Priorities. 

COMMISSION UPDATES 

ADMINISTRATION: The Stewardship Renewal campaign has been completed. Over 300 
responses were received with over 200 parishioners increasing their financial commitment.  

Building & Grounds is planning the carpeting of the offices and 200 rooms this year. A 
Fixed Asset Committee has been established to plan for future capital needs. The condition 
of the parking lot is being evaluated. No other large capital expenditures are projected for 
2023-24. Installation of the ice maker was completed this week. The Lock-Up Crew is 
looking for one more volunteer to complete the sixth team roster.  

Communications is happy to report a refresh of the website is now live. We have migrated 
to eCatholic, which provides Catholic content, themes, support and hosting of our site. 

FAITH FORMATION: Sunday School & Nursery and Wednesday night programming 
continue to be successful. The Children's Choir started up two weeks ago and will sing at 
their first Mass in February. Second graders made their First Reconciliation in January 
and are preparing for First Communion in May. The next Family Mass is on March 19.  

Summer Camps are being planned for our middle and high schoolers. We are in need of a 
few chaperones. If you know anyone 18+ who would be a good mentor for our high 
schoolers, please refer them to Diana Loutsch dloutsch@stedwardschurch.org. 
The Fish Fry, planned for March 10, is in need of committee members. If you are 
interested in being on the committee, email Diana at dloutsch@stedwardschurch.org.  

Totus Tuus is coming back the week of June 19-23. We will need involvement from the 
whole parish to host the young adult missionaries and help in the classrooms.  

There are already over 100 people registered in the Adult Faith winter study series: 
“JESUS: The Way, The Truth, and the Life” on Sunday evenings and Tuesday mornings.   

PARISH LIFE has been busy planning! Donut Sundays continue to be a huge success. 

Our Young at Heart events bring 80-100 parishioners together each month for Mass, 
lunch, festivities and friendship. 

National Marriage Week is upon us, and a Cana Dinner is planned for February 11. 

Many new families and individuals continue to join our church, and a welcome event is 
planned for the Spring.  

PASTORAL CARE: Our Senior Living Facilities Ministries continue to serve residents at 
the Masonic Home, Founders Ridge and Amira. Similarly, Homebound Eucharistic 
Ministers bring communion to 13 homebound parishioners. 

We have 11 active Stephen Ministers visiting 13 people. 

About 40 Prayer Shawls are given out each year. 

Lunch and Learn attendance continues to increase. Several parishioners have come forth 
to share their expertise and provide presentations to the parish. Presenters are given a gift 
card from Caribou Coffee in appreciation for their time.  

The Memorial Garden Committee will meet in February to plan for spring cleanup. Some 
younger people would be welcomed to help clean up and plant flowers around the tree.  

Thank you cards and donations have been received from the grieving families in response 
to the cards sent from the 12 volunteers in our Grief Card Ministry.  

Widow to Widow is a new ministry this fall where widows meet once a month to support 
each other in their journeys. It is going well and the women appreciate the group. 

Next page  
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SOCIAL JUSTICE: Decisions need to be made in regards to the future of Loaves & Fishes. A new ministry coordinator 
and more volunteers are needed for this ministry to succeed and survive. 

Our Meals on Wheels volunteers drive 10 routes one week on a six week rotation. The next rotation is the week 
beginning January 30. Requests and deliveries since the start of the COVID pandemic has increased by 20%.  

Barb Smyth is our new parish liaison for South West Options for Women, and for Respect Life issues and events. The 
Giving Tree for Cornerstone’s Emergency Shelter collected 182 coats and snowpants, 362 hats, mittens and scarves, 13 
pairs of boots, 36 miscellaneous items, plus $1,025 in gift cards and cash.                  

Recruiting for the two-week Campamento at the Teresa Toda Home, our Sister Community in the Dominican Republic, 
is underway with our kickoff meeting on Monday, January 30. Parishioner Shelly Pomonis has offered to lead another 
Zumba Dance Party fundraiser. This will be an opportunity to learn more about our work and raise money for the girls at 
the home. Raising funds for the home allows the sisters to buy most of what they need locally, which in turn supports 
local business. It also allows space for travelers to pack durable backpacks, which are difficult to purchase there. 

Things have been continuing to deteriorate in Nicaragua. We are in conversation with organizations to regarding fund 
transfers since AVODEC, the organization that previously helped us transfer money and execute social projects has lost 
the right to receive our wire transfers. The priest at our Sister Parish, Fr. Mauricio, is still unable to visit us at St. Ed’s 
this year, as he might not be allowed back in the country. Please continue to keep Nicaragua in your prayers.   

Hundreds of pounds of food continue to be collected each quarter for the VEAP food shelf.  

The Dudley Fund continues to help parishioners and community members with emergency expenses like rent, utility or 
medical bills, car insurance and repairs. In 2022, we helped 56 people and gave out just under $5,000 a month in aid. 

In December the Tegeder Fund gave a $5,000 grant to Elevate Life, to help provide training for the staff and volunteers 
who work with the women and families facing an unexpected pregnancy . 

WORSHIP survived Christmas very well! Advent Reconciliation was on a Wednesday night in hopes of drawing 
families right upstairs from faith formation; it was a beautiful night for those who took advantage of the 
sacrament.  Reminder, that we do offer reconciliation three times during the week year round. Christmas Mass 
attendance was up about 9% over 2021. Q4 2022 Mass attendance was also up about 9% over 2021.  

Special thank you to the art & environment committee and all the people who said YES to serving for the Christmas 
Masses – including the musicians and choir.  It is a beautiful thing to witness - greeters, ushers, Altar servers, lectors, 
sacristans, Eucharistic ministers - and all in attendance; this great Body of Christ all coming from different walks of life, 
all coming with different weights and burdens on their shoulders, all coming together, knowing their roles well, and giving 
of themselves in the living, breathing Mass. We have now moved on to Ordinary Time and look forward to LENT coming 
up in a few short weeks.  

GATHER 2022 RECAP– Wendy Cotter 

In July 2019, The Feast of St. Edward became the Gather Fall Festival. While The Feast had been a celebration for our 
parishioners, one of our objectives with a fall festival was to invite the greater community. By doing this, we hoped to 
show visitors who we are and all we do at St. Edward. A fall festival would be also be a way to support our parish 
financially as a fundraiser, providing additional support of our many ministries.  

In its first year, Gather raised $11,500 in funds for our ministries. Covid prevented Gather in 2020. In 2021, we 
introduced Eddie’s Spaghetti. This past fall, the Gather festival, including Eddie’s Spaghetti, raised nearly $14,000, 
which was put into the general fund. Our hope is to continue to grow the festival each year, but due to lack of attendance 
in 2022, we are gathering feedback to focus on a direction for future festivals.  

GATHER BRAINSTORMING SESSION- Kristi Rollwagen 

Four groups were formed to discuss the following questions: 

1. What is the purpose of the Gather event and how do we measure the success of the event  based on this purpose? 
Things to consider- does it represent our parish identity, culture, and history? Is it a fundraising event? Is it a social 
event? Is it an evangelization event?  

2. How do we “right size the event” for the current size of our parish?  

3. What is the best date/time for the event? Is it centered around a mass? Is it best over the entire weekend/multiple 
day event? Best time of year to host it?  

4. How do we find the correct number of resources- both parish staff and parish volunteers to host a successful event? 

A summary of the notes compiled from the brainstorming will be presented at the February Parish Council meeting. 

CLOSING PRAYER- Kristi Rollwagen 

NEXT MEETING:  

The next Leadership Night is planned for Thursday, April 20 in the Social Hall. Come at 6:30pm for a short social 
gathering, the meeting begins at 7:00pm. 

COMMISSION UPDATES, continued 


