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Dear Parents, 

As you may be aware, Bishop Rhoades recently sent a letter to all pastors and principals regarding teacher 

compensation and tuition policy changes effective for the 2022-2023 school year. These changes are 

crucial to the sustainability and quality of our Catholic Schools. If you have any questions about the 

following information, do not hesitate to call and ask. (Mary Keefer, 260-456-3211) As you read through 

this information, please know that it is the priority of St. John the Baptist School, that Catholic education 

is accessible and affordable for all families. 

In his letter, Bishop Rhoades shared the need to significantly increase teacher compensation to address 

the current teacher shortage and competition with public schools for high-level teachers. Bishop is also 

requiring a restructuring of the way we handle tuition so that we can fund these necessary pay raises, 

maintain uniformity across the Diocese, and establish the sustainability of income for each Diocesan 

school. 

Teacher compensation will be addressed as mandated by the Diocese. At St. John the Baptist, we have 

been blessed with outstanding teachers who are fully committed to our mission of integrating the Catholic 

faith with academic excellence. We are grateful to the Diocese for wishing to narrow the pay gap with our 

teachers’ peers in public school systems. Our goal is to continue to hire and retain the best teachers in 

our community. 

These requirements have been set by the Diocese beginning with the 2022-2023 school year 

• Tuition rate to adequately cover the cost to educate a child. St. John the Baptist has historically 

maintained an adequate tuition rate. Therefore, the increase in tuition for this year will be like 

tuition raises in the past. We are looking at a modest increase of 3%.  

• Registration fee will remain at $75.00, and the technology fee will remain at $160.00.  

• St. John the Baptist will no longer provide “parish subsidy” to active registered members of St. 

John; RATHER, St. John will provide tuition assistance to those families who request it after all 

other scholarships are exhausted. 

PLEASE NOTE: families who qualify for the School Choice Scholarship will qualify for an estimated amount 

of $6386 per student for their children’s education. The balance due will be an estimated $118/student 

that will be the responsibility of the parents.  

Preschool and Pre-kindergarten students do not qualify for any Choice Scholarship money from the State. 

The voucher opportunity begins with kindergarten. Kindergarten students who already have a sibling 

receiving a Choice Scholarship, are eligible for a voucher. If your kindergartener is your oldest child, you 

will need to apply for an SGO (Scholarship Granting Organization) through the school. That SGO will 

provide the family with $500.00 that may be used for tuition for the kindergartener and would then qualify 

the child to receive a voucher in first grade and in all other grades in a non-public school in Indiana.  It 

would also qualify that oldest child’s siblings to be eligible for a voucher in the future. 



 

 

 

 

 

If your family does not qualify for the voucher, and you are a registered active parishioner of St. John the 

Baptist Church, and you need tuition assistance, please apply for it.  These families will be required to 

complete the confidential FACTS Grant and Aid Assessment each year. Completing this assessment will 

verify how your family best qualifies for tuition assistance.  

Available Opportunities include 

o Choice Scholarship Program (Voucher for full tuition and fees, based on family income 

limits.) 

o Scholarship Granting Organization/SGO (scholarship money for qualifying families that is 

used as a pathway to a School Choice Scholarship) 

o The Diocesan Large Family Fund 

o Scholarships 

o Parish Financial Aid 

o Tuition Assistance 

Thank you for choosing to send your child to St. John the Baptist School. We will honor your trust in us by 

continuing to offer the best Catholic education to your children. 

 

 

Father Andrew Budzinski Mary Keefer 


