
 

 

 

 

January 5, 2023,    Happy New Year 

Feast of St. John Neumann – St. John emigrated to the United States from Bohemia. He was 

ordained in New York City in 1836. He worked with German immigrants and established 

missions. In 1852, he was consecrated fourth bishop of Philadelphia. He organized the first 

diocesan school system and doubled the number of Catholic schools. He was canonized by Pope 

Paul VI in 1977. 

 

Dear Parents, 

In conjunction with the Eucharistic initiative set for the next three years, our 6-8th graders are 

experiencing a three day retreat. There are talks, small group discussions, prayer, food, 

activities, and camaraderie. I have been asking the students how it is going and to a person, 

they are giving a huge thumbs up. This is what Catholic schools are about, taking time to find 

Jesus amid the hustle and bustle of everyday living. Thank you to the following who have 

helped to make this happen: Lisa Zimmerman, John Hickey, Michael Hickey, Sam Martinez, 

Andy Barnes, Terri Close, Erika Stover, Amanda Shepard, Maggie Javins, Wes Javins, Sue Keirns, 

Carol McArdle, Mary Glowaski, Susan Henry, Jane Sandor, Father Andrew, Lindsay Lushis, Joe 

Strack, Molly Beachy, Tara Bentley, Amy Boxberger, Erin McGuire, Ann Marie Hall, Ed Fox, 

Tommy Saul, Stu Oberley, and Travis Javins, who gave up his classroom. Thank you to anyone 

who helped and is not on this list. 

1. Given all of that, please bring your children to Mass on Sundays. It helps to reinforce 

what we are doing during the week. 

Saturdays – 4:30 

Sundays – 8:00 and 10:30 

 

2. Before the holidays, a link was sent via this newsletter RE St. John the Baptist’s Strategic 

Plan. Parents were asked for their input. If you completed the survey, we have received 

it and we thank you. However, we’re looking for more responses. If you completed it, 

and your spouse does not receive this newsletter, please share the link with him or her. 

If you didn’t complete it yet, please do so now. We want everyone’s opinion included.  

Thank you.  https://forms.gle/mzf7yfbDuUcoSiYu9   English 

https://forms.gle/cbWUDzHzdc3xS6xg7 Spanish 

 

 

https://forms.gle/mzf7yfbDuUcoSiYu9
https://forms.gle/cbWUDzHzdc3xS6xg7


 

3. Congratulations to MISS MADDIE STRACK, this year’s Christ as Teacher award winner. This is  

Ms Strack’s fourth year teaching third grade at St. John the Baptist School. She is on the school’s 

Data Committee and was instrumental in helping to complete our School Improvement Plan. 

She is a floor leader for curriculum. Maddie will be honored at a dinner later this year.  

 

4. Dress Code Reminder The colored sweatshirts that you have bought online is spirit 

wear. These items are not part of our dress code. Dress code outerwear includes the 

gray pullover sweatshirts, or a navy-blue sweater. Spirit wear may be worn on the first 

Wednesday of each month, or on advertised dress-down days. Since we have a dress 

code, it needs to be followed. Thank you. 

 

5. The next couple of months students will be involved in standardized testing. NWEA is a 

test that is required by our Diocese. ILearn is required by the State for every accredited 

school in Indiana. That includes us. WIDA is the State-required test for each student for 

whom English is not the first language, or for students who speak a language other than 

English in their home. With that in mind, a decent bedtime, and a good breakfast goes a 

long way in making certain that our students are ready to do their best. 

 

COMING UP 

Monday, January 16                                                 Martin Luther King Day, no school 

Tuesday, January 24                                                Fire Drill 

Make plans now to attend Trivia Night on February 11 in our gym. All proceeds go to our 

school. 

Mother Teresa says: Everybody today seems to be in such 

a terrible rush, anxious for greater developments 

and greater riches and so on, so that children 

have very little time for their parents. Parents have 

very little time for each other, and in the home 

begins the disruption of peace in the world. 

 


