
Knights of Columbus 

Schwenksville Council 15456 

Meeting Minutes Thursday, October 7, 2021 
 

● Call to Order: Worthy Grand Knight John Russo 

o The Council was called to order at 7:01 PM by the Worthy Grand Knight with 27 in attendance in 

person and 6 online through Zoom. 

● Opening Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer was recited by all 

● Pledge of Allegiance: Recited by all 

● Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting:  

o There was a minor correction to last month’s meeting related to the amount of school supplies 

collected. 

o A motion was made by Les Reazor to approve the minutes from the last meeting. A second was 

made by John Nimmerichter. The motion passed. 

● Chaplain’s Message: Worthy Chaplain Fr. Brandt 

o Father indicated that construction on the ministry center has begun and visible progress can be 

seen.  

o The construction on the rectory is coming to a close and should be done by the end of the 

month. He is looking for help on 10/29 around 7 PM and then 10/30 at 10 AM to open boxes 

and move furniture. Sign-ups to help will be made available.   

● Grand Knight’s Report: Worthy Grand Knight John Russo 

o A lot has taken place on since our last meeting.  We hosted a great Car Show.  We had a 

successful collection on Respect Life Sunday and celebrated milestone wedding anniversaries for 

a number of parishioners.  

o We have received numerous letters lately. The Malvern Retreat House thanked us for helping 

with their golf outing. There were at least two commending the Knights for their representation 

at the funeral for Michael Costello.  We also received a thank you for bereavement gifts that we 

sent to several families over the past few months. We received notes from both The Daily Bread 

Community Food Pantry and St. Mary’s Franciscan Shelter thanking us for our efforts.  It’s well 

noted the members of this council truly make a different to our parish and community.  

o Given the lack of spending over the past 18 months, we have accumulated a significant amount 

of cash.  Therefore John recommended the following: 

▪ Moving $2,000 from our general fund to our reserve account to bring that back to 

$10,000. 

▪ Proposing that we put together a plan to provide a generous donation package beyond 

our normal distributions. Tonight he will be suggesting $10,000 in donations to 

commemorate our 10 Years as a council.  He has spoken to our Council Trustees and 

they agree with this idea so tonight he will be formally bringing it to discussion and a 

subsequent vote at our next meeting.  In keeping with our tradition, 80% of this money 

would stay here at STC. The remaining 20% ($2,000) would be distributed to 

organizations that we regularly support.  More information is available under New 

Business. 

● Financial Report: Worthy Treasurer James McKeon 

o The Treasurer’s Report is attached to the bottom of these minutes.  

● Membership Report: Worthy Membership Director Jeff Beck 



o Jeff Beck announced Dave Newman who told the group a little about himself.  

● Other Reports:  

● Programs and Committees: Dave Tulli   

o Worthy Faith Director Phil McGavin 

▪ Phil stated the US Catholic Church is asking we pray the rosary to overturn Roe vs Wade 

as well as for Nancy Pelosi to have a change of heart. 

▪ He asked for those interested to attend the trip to the Padre Pio shrine to let him know. 

▪ Sacramental Gifts (Roses for Baptism) – Dennis Wright 

● Email Dennis if you are interested. 

● We had 15 baptisms this month, which is almost double what we typically have 

for a month. 

▪ Rosary Program: Every Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Chapel. – Les Reazor 

● Please join us in prayer every week. 

● October is pray the rosary month. 

o Worthy Family Director Dave Tulli on behalf of Terry Quain 

▪ Food for Families for Our Daily Bread food Pantry – Charlie George  

● Please continue to bring food to the meetings. 

● You can also drop off food outside of the chapel in the vestibule.  

o Worthy Community Director Dave Tulli 

▪ Helping Hands - Dave Tulli 

● See the schedule in the weekly announcements.  

▪ Mass Transit - John Russo 

● See the schedule in the weekly announcements.  

▪ St. Mary’s Franciscan Shelter - Dave Tulli 

● See the schedule in the weekly announcements.  

o Worthy Life Director Les Reazor 

▪ Respect Life Sunday – We collected $1002 this year, more than any other year.  

▪ Bassinet Collection for Birth Right will be out in November in the chapel vestibule. 

▪ The 40 Days for Life program runs until the end of October. October 12 is the day for our 

parish to support the event. The sign-up sheet has three slots per hour. 

o Events: SK Frank Buttero, as reported by John Russo 

▪ Reports 

● Car Show - Dennis Write 

o Dennis thanked everyone who helped and the band, “2 Cans Shy of a 6 

Pack.” 

o The net profit was $1540. Most of which came from the sponsor Super 

Credit Union.  

o We are targeting 9/10 or 9/17/2022 for next year’s show. 

● Football Tickets (CharityMania) 

o No winners out of our sales (yet). 

● Anniversary Mass – John Russo 

o A couple Knights were honored at the mass last week. 

o He thanked Pete Dolan for covering the event. 

  

▪ Upcoming Activities 

● 10th Anniversary Dinner 



o It will be held Saturday Jan 15th after 5:00 Mass. Dinner will be at 6:00 

followed by entertainment.  

o The event is for the Knights and their spouses. 

o John is looking for volunteers to help organize.  

o Degree Development: PGK SK John Nimmerichter 

▪ A live exemplification will be considered between now and year end. 

o Public Relations: SK Dominik Gorshe 

▪ No Report. 

o Fourth Degree: SK Les Reazor 

▪ Upcoming Meetings are posted on the Assembly web site. 

▪ Next Thursday at 10/14 at 7 pm is the monthly meeting 

o Insurance Agent: n/a 

o District Deputy: Worthy District Deputy Jack Gilmore 

▪ Jack is back temporarily as the District Deputy as Jim Rowland is stepping down due to 

his participation in the deaconate program. 

▪ If you’re interested in being a District Deputy contact Jack or John Russo. 

▪ He promoted the Family of the Month and other programs for the council to consider. 

● Unfinished Business (motions carried over from previous meetings) 

o None. 

● New Business (new motions) 

o Bills Not Previously Approved (Jim Banks) 

▪ There are no bills to approve. 

o A Baby’s Breath Donation to help recover after flooding (Reazor) 

▪ Les made a motion for $500 to help with recovery and restoration efforts from storm 

flooding.  

▪ A Second came from Bill Conway.   

▪ The motion was passed. 

o 10th Anniversary Donation Package  (Russo) 

▪ John Russo is requesting a slate vote for next month for the following items: 

● Move $2000 to the reserve fund to make an even $10k there. 

● A total of $10,000 immediate donations. These do not replace anything we 

would typically do. 

o John asked for ideas, contact him before the next meeting. 

o Early ideas include 20% for outside causes include: 

▪ Sisters of Charity in honor of Mike Costello,  

▪ Birth Right of Pottstown, 

▪ Habitat for Humanity. 

o Ideas for 80% in the parish include: 

▪ New sound system for church, 

▪ New iPads/tablets for Point Of Sale systems at the festival,  

▪ New computer projector in the new ministry center, 

▪ Professional cleaning of the kitchen in the school, 

▪ Freezer replacement in the kitchen in the school. 

▪ These will be discussed in detail next month and voted on by slate. 

o Daily Bread Food Pantry   



▪ John Russo, on behalf of Charlie George, indicated the pantry has seen more demand 

based on the recent storms. A $500 donation was requested to help with restocking 

their shelves. 

▪ A second came from Dave Tulli.  

▪ The motion passed. 

o More Supplies for Roses for Baptism 

▪ Dennis Write requested up to $250 for roses and containers 

▪ A second came from Rolando Ranaglia.  

▪ The motion passed 

o Bill Conway suggested a communion breakfast sometime next year 

▪ This would also require a good speaker 

 

Item Amount 

A Baby’s Breath Donation $500 

10th Anniversary Donation Package   $10,000 

Daily Bread Food Pantry $500 

Supplies for Roses for Baptism $250 

  

 

 

● Good of the Order 

o None. 

● Lecturer’s Reflection: Pete Dolan 

o None. 

● Grand Knight’s Summary 

o Dates for next meetings are listed below. 

o Remember John O’Rourke in your prayers 

● Closing Prayer: Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael J. McGivney recited by all. 

● Adjournment 

o Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

● Next General Meeting: Thursday, November 4, 7:00.  (Online and In Person) 
● Planning Meeting (Formerly Officer’s Meeting): Cancelled for Summer 
● Service Program Directors’ Meetings scheduled as needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Knights of Columbus - Council 15456 

October 2021 Treasurer’s Report  

 

Prepared By: James McKeon 

Presented On: 10/7/2021 

 

Money In: $4,111.12 

Money Out: $1,711.09 

 

General Fund Balance as of 9/30/2021: $31,904.25 

Reserve Fund Balance as of 9/30/2021: $8,053.55 

 

Pro Life Activities Allocation: $2,182 

 

Summary of Financial Position: 

● Revenue YTD is UP $17,900.63  

● Expenses YTD is DOWN $11,273.47 

● Revenue minus Expenses YTD (Cash Flow): $15,440.64 

● The council is in good financial standing 

 

If anyone would like to see detailed reports, please contact James McKeon at 

jamesmckeon33@gmail.com  

 


