
Knights of Columbus 
Schwenksville Council 15456 

Meeting Minutes, Thursday, November 4, 2021 
 

• Call to Order: Worthy Grand Knight John Russo 
o The Council was called to order at 7:03pm by the Worthy Grand Knight with 

approximately 28 members in attendance. 
• Opening Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer was recited by all. 
• Pledge of Allegiance: Recited by all. 
• Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting: John Nimmerichter made a motion to 

approve the minutes of the previous meeting. The motion was seconded by Dave Tulli 
and passed by majority vote. 

• Chaplain’s Message:  Worthy Chaplain Fr. Brandt 
o Fr. Brandt thanked the Knights for helping to move furniture, etc. in the rectory 

addition over the weekend and for their ongoing contributions to the parish 
overall.  As activities increase this time of year with food drives and other holiday 
initiatives, the Knights lead by our example. 

o Construction is progressing on the Ministry Center. We hope to have it under 
roof by the time winter weather approaches and anticipate an April opening. 

• Grand Knight’s Report:  Worthy Grand Knight John Russo 
o Thank you to all who helped at the rectory over the weekend and at the Healing 

Mass.  It was great to see some new faces helping out.  Our service 
demonstrates what the Knights are all about. 

• Financial Report:  Worthy Treasurer James McKeon 
o The Treasurer’s Report is attached at the bottom of the minutes.  Figures match 

with the Worthy Financial Secretary Jim Banks. 
• Membership Report:  Worthy Membership Director Jeff Beck 

o Brother Harold Smith was in attendance and is in the process of transferring 
membership to our Council.  He will be formally introduced at the next meeting. 

• Other Reports: 
• Programs and Committees:  Worthy Deputy Grand Knight Dave Tulli 

o Worthy Faith Director Phil McGavin 
§ Roses for Baptism (Dennis Wright) – We gave out roses and rosaries at 13 

or 14 Baptisms in October. Fewer are scheduled for November. We have 
enough supplies on hand. 

§ Padre Pio relics will be on display from noon to 3pm this week at the 
Padre Pio Shrine in Barto, PA. 



o Worthy Family Director Terry Quain 
§ Our annual Consecration to the Holy Family will take place on Sunday, 

December 26th this year, the Feast of the Holy Family. 
§ Keep Christ in Christmas (Chuck Touey) 920 Advent Calendars were 

ordered to be given out to PREP, Decision Point, and RCIA candidates. 
§ Food for Families (Charlie George) Members should continue to bring in 

food donations for the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry in 
Collegeville, PA.  They are also requesting donations of coloring books 
and crayons. 

o Worthy Community Program Director Dave Tulli 
§ Mass Transit (Dave Tulli) – The schedule has been distributed, however 

we are not advertising this service during the pandemic. 
§ St. Mary’s Franciscan Shelter (Dave Tulli) – The schedule for 2022 will be 

developed shortly in our weekly emails. 
o Worthy Life Program Director Les Reazor 

§ Bassinet Collection (Les Reazor) Will run through November. Parishioners 
can drop off diapers, shampoo, and other baby supplies. 

§ 40 Days for Life event was held on October 12th. Thank you to those who 
participated. 

§ March for Life 2022 (Jeff Beck) Will take place on January 21, 2022. A bus 
to Washington DC is already paid for. Sign-ups will be available on the 
website for $15, which includes a box lunch. We will partner with St. 
Columbkill for the trip. 

§ Toy Drive (Sam Whitehouse) Toys are being collected for children 12 and 
under as part of the Another Day Clean program. New unwrapped toys 
may be dropped off in the chapel vestibule with Sam’s name. 

o Events Committee (Frank Buttaro) 
§ Football Pool – We have had 2 or 3 winners already. 
§ Breakfast with Santa – Buffet breakfast will be held along with the 

Christmas Bazar the first weekend in December. Help will be needed. 
o Degree Development Team (John Nimmerichter)  

§ No exemplifications are currently scheduled for our Council. Fr. Bally 
Council in Pottstown will hold one on December 12th. 

• District Deputy Report (Jack Gilmore) 
o District 22 Council held their Soccer Challenge. 
o Coats for Kids program will be coming up, with Supreme Council matching. 
o Entries for Catholic Citizenship essay contest are due by November 9th. 
o Begin planning programs, holy hours, etc. to host the Pilgrim Icon of St. Joseph. 
o Financial Secretary training will be offered in Horsham, PA this Saturday. 
o Our Safe Environment Training is up to date. 
o COAL Tickets are here. The drawing will be held at the State Convention. 



• Unfinished Business: 
o Sam Whitehouse made a motion to move $2,000 from General Fund to Reserve 

Fund. The motion was seconded by Art Cratsenberg and passed by majority vote. 
o Dave Tulli made a motion to pass the $10,000 Tenth Anniversary Donation 

Package as documented in the Expense Summary that is attached to the 
minutes.  The motion was seconded by Chris Storti and passed by majority vote. 

o Dave Tulli made a motion for the Council to cover the remaining expenses up to 
$1,500 for our Tenth Anniversary Celebration, with ticket prices of $15/person or 
$25 per couple.  The motion was seconded by Chris Storti and passed by majority 
vote. 

o Art Cratsenberg made a motion to spend $800 for 144 units of a commemorative 
gift to be given out at our Tenth Anniversary Celebration. The motion was 
seconded by Terry Quain and passed by majority vote. 

• New Business: 
o Dave Tulli made a motion to spend up to $1,000 on Christmas Books to be given 

out at all of the Christmas Masses. The motion was seconded by Les Reazor and 
passed by majority vote. 

o Terry Quain made a motion to reimburse Chuck Touey $309.87 for the Advent 
Calendars. The motion was seconded by Chris Storti and passed by majority vote. 

o Jim Banks announced that membership dues for 2022 will come due in 
December. All members need to make sure their contact information is correct 
on the website. 

o Fr. Brandt asked the Council to consider any holiday activities we may be able to 
sponsor for Arcadia Senior Living facility. We may be able to organize a caroling 
event. 

• Closing Prayer: 
o Prayers were offered for those who are sick. 
o Closing prayer for the canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney was recited. 

• Adjournment: 
o Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm. 

• Upcoming Dates: 
o Next Council meeting will be on Thursday, 12/2/2021 at 7pm, live and via Zoom. 

 
 

Item Amount 
Transfer from General Fund to Reserve Fund $2,000 
Tenth Anniversary Donation Package $10,000 
Tenth Anniversary Celebration $1,500 
Tenth Anniversary Commemorative Gift $800 
Christmas Books $1,000 
Chuck Touey for Advent Calendars $309.87 

 
  



 

Expense Summary 
Move $2,000 from General Fund to Reserve Fund 

This will bring our reserve fund back to approx. $10,000 
 
10th Anniversary Donation Package 
As was presented in last month’s meeting, we are proposing that the Council commemorate 
our 10th year by making $10,000 in donations to areas that are important to our members. 
In keeping with our tradition, 80% of this money would stay here at STC. The remaining 20% 
($2,000) would be distributed to organizations that we regularly support.   
Why were these particular recipients selected? 
The donations to STC were selected based on the following 

1. A distinct need.  Where can the money help groups of people in the near term 
2. A desire to spread our support across many areas (Church, School, Ministry Center, 

Kids) 
3. Areas where the Knights are invested or present… (Our members use the projects 

for our meetings.  Our members use the kitchen for events and the POS systems 
when we volunteer for the festival etc.) 

 
The Community Donations were selected based on groups that our members are most active in 
and most passionate about.  Each of these donations have been inspired one or more council 
members who regularly invest their time and energy to support them.  The donations are to 
continue our support of these worthy causes and to acknowledge the effort that these 
members have put forth over the years.  
Here is our official proposal for the donations: 
STC:  

Focus   Donation 
$1,000   Church   Toward new sound system for church. 
$1,500   Parish Events  (6) Tablets for POS system used for Parish Events 
(Festival, etc.) 
$1,000   School   Towards new projector purchased for Gym  
$1,000   Ministry Center  New computer projector for the meeting 
room. 
$1,000   Kids   Volleyball Equipment for the gym. 
$500   School   COVID Supplies for school/church 
$1,000   School/Events  Towards purchase/repair of appliances in STC 
Kitchen 
$1,000   T.B.D.   Pastor's Discretion. Fr. Brandt to pick an area of 
need. 
   
  



Community:  
  Sponsor   Donation 
$500   In Honor of Mike Costello Missionary Sisters of Charity 
$500   Les Reazor   Birthright of Pottstown  
$500   Jeff Beck   Emergency container delivery to Haiti  
$500   Charlie George   Daily Bread Food Pantry  
 
Expenses for 10th Anniversary Celebration 
On Saturday, January 15, 2022, we propose a dinner to commemorate our 10th Anniversary as a 
Council. 

Catered Buffet Dinner by Tony's Family Restaurant/Storti's Caterers 
Live Music by 2 Cans Shy of a 6 Pack  

 
Sponsors: 

The evening’s music is being provided for free (Thank you to Jeff Falciani and the band) 
David Newlin has offered to sponsor beer for the event.  Other ‘adult beverages’ are 
BYOB 

 
Budget: 
 We expect the cost to be approximately $20 - $22 per person to host this event. 

We would like to offer tickets at $15/each or $25/couple. We will provide free tickets 
for Fr. Brandt and Fr. Pidgeon as well as to the members of the band. 
To do this, we are asking that the Council approve a ‘donation’ to cover the remainder 
of the expenses (estimated to be $1,000-$1,500) the event. 

 
Commemorative Gift 
We would also like to offer a small gift to all Knights to commemorate this occasion. The cost 
for these gifts is $800 (for 144 units) 
  
 
 



Knights of Columbus - Council 15456 
November 2021 Treasurer’s Report  

 
Prepared By: James McKeon 
Presented On: 11/4/2021 
 
Money In: $1,010 
Money Out: $2,965.19 
 
General Fund Balance as of 10/31/2021: $29,949.06 
Reserve Fund Balance as of 10/31/2021: $8,054.23 
 
Pro Life Activities Allocation: $2,182 
 
Summary of Financial Position: 

● Revenue YTD is $30,541.45 
● Expenses YTD is $16,391.69 
● Revenue minus Expenses (Cash Flow): $14,149.76  
● The council is in good financial standing 

 
If anyone would like to see detailed reports, please contact James McKeon at 
jamesmckeon33@gmail.com  
 
 
 


