
Mission Statement 
 
Under the protection of Our Lady of Refuge and guided by 
the Holy Spirit, our parish family is dedicated to the prop-
agation and deepening of our faith, rooted in the Sacra-
ments, Sacred Scripture and Tradition of the Catholic 
Church. As stewards of the Father’s gifts, we strive to re-
flect the love of Christ through the support of our parish 
and in our outreach and service to others. 

Today is the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time August 4, 2024 
OUR LADY OF REFUGE, Orchard Lake MI 
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WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES 
 

Readings for the week of August 4, 2024 
 
Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54 (24b)/Eph 4:17, 
  20-24/Jn 6:24-35    
Monday: Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102/Mt 14:13-21  
Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mk 9:2-10    
Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/Mt 15:21-28  
Thursday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mt 16:13-23  
Friday:  Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41/Mt 16:24
  -28  
Saturday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/Jn 12:24-26  
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (9a)/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 
  6:41-51 
 
Observances for the week of August 4, 2024 
 
Sunday: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major  
Tuesday: The Transfiguration of the Lord  
Wednesday: St. Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions, Martyrs; St. Cajetan, 
  Priest  
Thursday: St. Dominic, Priest  
Friday:  St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin and Martyr  
Saturday: St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr  
Sunday: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

PRIEST SCHEDULE 
 
Mon 7/29: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Tues 7/30: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Wed 7/31: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Fri 8/1: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Sat 8/2: 5:00pm (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Sun 8/3: 9:30am (Fr. Suresh) 
 11:30am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Mon 8/4: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Tues 8/5: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 

 
CONFESSIONS: 

 
 

Saturday at 3:30pm 
 

INTENTIONS 
 

Monday 8/5 Joan Tomlinson (+) requested by Ellie Simchak  
 
Tuesday 8/6 Judy LaFata (+) requested by Cheryl Burt 
 
Wednesday 8/7 Jeffrey George Najor (+) req. by Jennifer Yono 
 Evelyn Sands (+) requested by Mirabito Family 
 
Friday 8/9 Vito Catanese (+) requested by Mirabito Family   
   
Saturday 8/10 Fawzi Shaya (+) requested the Shaya Family 
 Mary C. Currell (+) requested by John Currell 
  
Sunday 8/11  (9:30)        Our Lady of Refuge Parishioners 
 Lilia Corpuz (+) requested by Fred Corpuz 
       
 
                     (11:30)        Michael & Theresa Majerick (+) requested by  
       Majerick Family       
      Leonard Stempien (+) Requested by Dan & Sonja Komendera
    
                                      
Monday 8/12                   Laurence Teal (+) requested by Mirabito Family 
                                                
                                              
Tuesday 8/6                    Warina & Aziz Najor (+) requested by Juliet Najor 

LECTOR SCHEDULE 
 

 
Saturday 8/10: 

 
T. Klimmek 

K. Duff 
 

Sunday 8/11:  
 

(9:30am)  
P. Thibideau 
L. Hanson 

 
(11:30am)  
J. Whelan 
B. Kroppe 
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Update on Dave Kennedy’s New Role! 
 

Dear Our Lady of Refuge Families, 
 

We have some wonderful news to share with you! As of August 1, Dave Ken-
nedy (current Director of Evangelization) will be stepping into a new role 
with a fresh title—Evangelical Charities Coordinator! This change will com-
bine the responsibilities of Director of Evangelization and Christian Service 
Coordinator roles into one unified position, helping us streamline our efforts and enhance our outreach 
programs. 
 

Here’s what you should know: 
 

By merging the Director of Evangelization and Evangelical Charities positions, we are aiming for a 
more cohesive approach to our outreach efforts. Dave will now manage both areas, ensuring that 
we continue to support those in need with even greater efficiency. 
 

In his new role, Dave will oversee our support services for individuals in need, including assistance 
with food, housing, and clothing, as well as support for those affected by illness, bereavement, di-
vorce, disability, or incarceration. He will  manage our food pantry and coordinate funeral lunch-
eons, plan our blood drives, and organize other outreach and evangelization events. 
 

We are thrilled about this change and believe it will enhance our charitable programs and outreach. 
Please join us in congratulating Dave and supporting him as he transitions into this exciting new role. If 
you have any questions or need more information, feel free to reach out. 
 

Thank you for your continued dedication and support! 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Bell towers, a common feature of Christian churches, are designed to house bells and 
their ringing mechanisms. Typically situated atop a church roof, these towers are often 
tall enough for their sounds to be heard from afar. 
 

As many of you know, Catholic churches traditionally ring their bells three times dai-
ly, at 6 AM, noon, and 6 PM, to signal the Angelus prayer. Bells can also mark the 
hour or quarter-hour to denote time for work, prayer, and community events. Addition-
ally, they are used to celebrate special occasions, liturgical feast days, civic events and 
more. 
 

We are fortunate to have one of these beautiful bell towers on our church campus. 
However, as some of you may have noticed, the bells have been silent for about the 
past two years. 
 

We want to update you that efforts are underway to restore the bells and resume the practice of ringing 
them. 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; ·break forth into joyous songs and sing praises! 
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Why Be Registered? 
 
  Are you registered at Our Lady of Refuge parish?  Some-
times, people attend Mass at this parish for several years, but 
never officially register.  Registering in a parish is a declaration 
of your desire to be part of a Catholic community and to make 
a commitment to the life of Our Lady of Refuge community. 
 
  Being a registered parishioner makes the process much easier 
when it is time for baptisms, Faith Formation registration, 
weddings, when asked to be a baptismal  
or Confirmation sponsor, and even  
funerals.   
 
  If you would like to register in  
the parish, please call the  
Parish Secretary at (248) 682-0920.   
We welcome you to our parish family! 

 

OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025) 

 
July 20 & 21, 2024 

 
Offertory: $6,646 

Online Giving: $1,983 
Total: $8,629 

 
Weekly Budget:  $13,530 

 
YTD Budgeted:  $67,650 

YTD Actual:  $56,095 
 

Under Budget: $(11,555) 

Staff 
Family-Moderator 

Our Lady of Refuge 
Fr. Suresh Rajaian, SAC 

 
Family of Parishes and 

Priests in Solidum 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Very Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak 

Rev. Jim Livingston 
Rev. Radoslaw Zablocki 

Rev. Ryan Asher 
 

St. Fabian 
Msgr. Tim Hogan 
Fr. Matthew Kurt 

Fr. Raymond Arwady 
 

Prince of Peace 
Fr. Andrew Dawson 

 
St. Andrew Kim 

Rev. Seungsoo Oh 
 

Parish Offices 
3725 Erie Dr.  

Orchard Lake, Mi. 48324 
(Office) 248.682.0920  
(Fax) 248.682.3794 

Website: www.olorcc.org 
Email: secretary@olorcc.org 

 
Business Manager 

Eva Ashor 
Parish Secretary 

Artha Horowitz 
Evangelical Charities 

Dave Kennedy 
Worship 

Lisa Blanek 
Music 

Tim Smith 
Dir. Of Rel. Ed. 
Tony Kreucher 

 
School 

Lauri Hoffman, Principal 
248.582-3422 

principal@olr-school.org 
Website: olr-school.net 
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Born to Eternal Life  
Tuesday, July 23, 2024 

Sylvia Odellia Cervantes-Weedon 
 

Loving mother of Antionette, Ann, Richard & Charlene 
Her Rosary Service was held on Wednesday, July 31st 

 

Rosary led by:  
Lisa Marie Blanek 

 

Our Parish family extends its heartfelt sympathy  
and prayers to her family and friends. 

 
 

Sanctuary Flowers 

We are excited to enhance our liturgi-
cal environment with fresh cut flow-
ers each weekend, which will be dis-
played for the entire week. We invite 
you to contribute $50.00 or donate a 
bunch of fresh flowers in memory of a 
loved one. Your generosity will be 
acknowledged in the bulletin with a 
note recognizing the person you're 
honoring. 
 
To participate, please fill out a form 
available next to the photo on the 
shelf in the gathering space. Send 
your completed form and donation 
marked "Sanctuary Flowers" to the Parish Office, or drop it in the collection basket. 
 
For example: “In Memory of Mary Smith, donated by John Smith for the week of April 21st.” 
 
Thank you for helping us enrich our liturgical environment. For more information, please 
contact Lisa Marie Blanek at the Church office. 
 
Please note that we do not use flowers during Advent and Lent and will continue 
with our annual flower donations for Christmas and Easter. Thank you. 
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As August arrives, it is time to start thinking about Adult Choir, which resumes 
Wednesday, September 4 at 7:30 PM. If you can sing Happy Birthday, you will be fine 
singing in Choir. We use tracks to help you learn your part, so you don’t have to be a 
great music reader to succeed. Give it some thought and prayer. We are a welcoming 
group that prays, sings and helps the community of Our Lady of Refuge worship every 
Sunday 9:30 AM Mass from September to June. 
 
The choir is not an end in itself, but rather a means of facilitating full, active and con-
scious participation by the worshipping assembly. We are like the UPS delivery person; 
it’s not about the driver but the goods the driver delivers. As music ministers, we strive 
to deliver a hospitable musical environment that fosters congregational singing. 
Give me a call any time if you want to discuss choir – or just show up Sep-
tember 4. 
 
Here is the QR code to a performance of this Sunday’s responsorial Psalm: 
 
Psalm 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54 
R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven. 
What we have heard and know, 
and what our fathers have declared to us, 
We will declare to the generation to come 
the glorious deeds of the LORD and his strength 
and the wonders that he wrought. 
 
R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven. 
He commanded the skies above 
and opened the doors of heaven; 
he rained manna upon them for food 
and gave them heavenly bread. 
 
R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven. 
Man ate the bread of angels, 
food he sent them in abundance. 
And he brought them to his holy land, 
to the mountains his right hand had won. 
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Experience is often the best teacher.  The more we can experience God’s 
love for us, the more we can return his love by acting in obedience to 
his will and his plan for our lives which is both better than our own 
plans and more powerful than we have the ability to alter.  This is a 
good thing, that we are not strong enough to ruin God’s plan for our 
life. 
 
The numbering and division of the commandments can differ.  This is 
widely known as the eighth commandment, but is ninth in this list. 
 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 
As children, we learn this commandment as “Do not lie”, but as 
adults, there are interesting and sometimes difficult considerations 
to understand and interpret “false witness” in particular situa-
tions.  The phrase “bear false witness” brings to mind courtrooms and 
trials, which may also remind us of another phrase: “tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth”.  Leaving out important 
or necessary factual information can cause more harm than purpose-
fully speaking false information.  However, there can be times when, 
morally speaking, it may be necessary to tell a lie.  Philosophically, 
there are a few circumstances in which this can occur.  Primarily, 
there are cases when the person asking the question does not have 
the right to know.  In these cases, a person may use something called 
mental reservation - which means completing a sentence in your 
mind while only saying part of it out loud.   
 
A common thought experiment, one I heard while at the seminary, to 
explain this idea involves World War II Germany.  If a German Army 
soldier knocks on your door and asks if there are any Jews living in 
your house, he does not have a right to know that information be-
cause of what he will do with that information.  So, if there are Jews 
in your house, you can still answer aloud, “There are no Jews here.” 
and mentally finish with, “for you to take away and murder.”  Is this 
a lie?  No, because of mental reservation.  If you say both parts out 
loud, you would be in trouble along with any Jews you were protect-
ing, but both you and the soldier know that is what the soldier would 
do; your statement is true.  You are not bearing false witness in this 
case because the “trial” itself is false.  Simply being Jewish is not a 
crime, let alone one worthy of capital punishment. 
 
This is not a case of the ends justifying the means; that is never al-
lowed in Catholic moral theology.  It is not choosing the lesser of two 
evils.  It does involve understanding the intended consequences of 
your actions and the expected actions of the soldier at the 
door.  Turning over your Jewish neighbors to the German authorities 
would be cooperating with something that is morally wrong. 
 
  There is much more to the idea of bearing false witness or not than 
simply lying or telling the truth.  Like many of the commandments, 
as adults, we need to take a closer look and, using our conscience, de-
termine how to act in a specific situation. 
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Rev. P. Nowak-Army (Chaplain) 
Clare Bizer-Coast Guard 

Eugene Bizer-Coast Guard 
Christopher Bowman-Coast Guard 

Daniel Culbertson-Navy 
Nicholas Harbaugh-Marines 

Joshua Hartley-Air Force 
Nova Howard -Army 
Liam Lynch-Army 

Gunnar Ottman-National Guard 

PANTRY NEEDS 
 

The food pantry at Our Lady of 
Refuge is available every Wednes-

day to support those in need. Kind-
ly consider contributing some of 
the essential items listed below. 

Your donations are truly  
appreciated. 

 

FOOD ITEMS 
 

Canned Tuna 
Boxes of cereal 
Peanut Butter 

Jelly 
Pasta 

Tomato/Pasta Sauce 
Canned Fruit 

Cans of Chili, Stew, Spaghettios 
Ramen Noodles 

Mustard/Ketchup 
 

CARE ITEMS 
 

Laundry Pods 
Liquid Dish Soap 

Toilet Bowl Cleaner 
Shampoo 

Conditioner 
Men’s Deodorant 

Women’s Deodorant 
Men’s Body Wash 

Women’s Body Wash 
Toothpaste 
Hand Soap 

 

We are Pro-Life,  
 

Pro- Woman, 
 

Pro- Family! 
 

Do you have a passion for 
protecting the Unborn, the 
women who bore them & 

their families?  

Join us for a monthly gath-
ering the first Tuesday of 
each month in the parish 

office @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

Come join parishioners to 
pray in front of the “womens 
clinic” in West Bloomfield @ 

10:00am. 
The address is 6765 Orchard 

Lake Road, West Bloom-
field.  Park in the Stage Deli 

parking lot. 
We will be praying the rosary 
and Divine Mercy Chaplet on 
the first Saturday of every 

month. 

 
Pray for the 

men and women 
who serve in our 

Armed Forces 
 

“Dear Lord Jesus 
and Mary, Moth-
er of God, hold 
all these brave 

souls in the palm 
of your hand; 
comfort them 

and their fami-
lies.  Send angels 

of protection, 
love and comfort 
to all the service 
men and women 
still at war, bring 
them home safely 
and comfort their 
families.  We ask 

this through 
Christ Our Lord, 

Amen.” 
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SUPPORT OUR  
MINISTRIES 

 
Online Giving helps support our church by 
allowing you to make donations, payments, 
and pledges via your mobile phone, smart de-
vice, or computer. 
 
You can scan the QR Code to 
set up your gift today or  
consider an additional  
gift via our Online Giving  
link on your smart device. 
 
 



A CLEAR REFLECTION OF QUALITY

g l a s s
www.reidglass.com 

Phone: (248) 353.5770 • Fax: (248) 353.0678
22223  Telegraph Road • Southfield, MI 48033

		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com                                                15-0031

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
 

 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

THE ORIGINALTHE ORIGINAL

Budget Tree ServiceBudget Tree Service
*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

Tree & Shrub Removal • Lot Clearings
Tree & Shrub Trimming • Storm Damage • Firewood

	 FREE ESTIMATES		 FREE ESTIMATES	 800-964-7785800-964-7785
24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors
with coupon • Limit 1  coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured

LET’S GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish! 

CONTACT ME  
Dom DiPasqua

ddipasqua@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6637

LAMPHERE’S
TREE SERVICE
Complete Tree & Stump Removal

24 Hr. Emergency Service
Trimming • Fully Ins.

Member St. Perpetua

248-673-8536

Encounter Christ. Discover yourself.
Grow in holiness.

A Roman Catholic apostolate for men 
and women who experience same-sex 
attractions and those who love them.

	The Spirituality of Courage

www.couragerc.org



		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com                                                15-0031

		 SPENCERSPENCER
	 ROOFING	 ROOFING

1748 Traditional Dr, Ste B. 1748 Traditional Dr, Ste B. 
Walled Lake, MIWalled Lake, MI

248-926-5800248-926-5800

RICK
BARTUS
Parish Member

Town & Country 
Connecting People with Homes

248-909-4848 
bartus@comcast.net

		 SIMPSON-MODETZ
	 FUNERAL HOME

5630 Pontiac Lake Rd. • Waterford, MI

(248) 674-4181(248) 674-4181
“One of the largest and finest family 

owned funeral homes in Oakland County”

Patricia A
Schmidt, DO

248.672.1994
paschmidtdo@gmail.com

Reaching your
HIGHEST health

and wellness
- LIFE COACH -

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/MI

Religious Jewelry • Diamonds • Custom Jewelry

7716 Cooley Lake Rd • Waterford
248.363.1597• www.ronniesjewelry.com
We Buy Gold, Bullion, Watches, Coins & Jewelry

30% OFF WITH COUPON

Jewelry & Loans
ESTABLISHED 1972

Project Manager

313-736-6335
313-REMODEL

DinvernoRemodeling.com

FREE ESTIMATES

JEREMY DINVERNOJEREMY DINVERNO

OVER 53 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
state licensed ★ bonded ★ insured

The Proof is in
Our Results 

Locally owned and operated

248-563-9387 
cornerstoneroofingmi.com

@DEKALASHWESTBLOOMFIELD

248-686-2326

Instagram:
7092 ORCHARD LAKE RD, 
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48322

Do you need a 
caregiver?
Call The Helpers at:

248-494-3316

www.thehelpersllc.com

PAGAC & COMPANY PC
CPA & Advisors

	 * Business Tax and Advisory Services
	 * Complex Individual Returns
	 * High Net Worth Tax Services

1750 S. Telegraph Rd., Ste. 203, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-338-0770 • www.pagaccpa.com

Established
 in 1975

McCabe Funeral Home
One Name...One Family...Over 128 Years

www.McCabeFuneralHome.com

	 FARMINGTON HILLS	 CANTON
	31950 W. Twelve Mile Rd.	 851 North Canton Center Rd.
	 (248) 553-0120	 (734) 981-4530

Jeanne’s Flower Shop 
Wide Selection For Your Summer Needs!

Metal and Wood Yard Art
Don’t Miss Our July Sale!

Stop By And Enjoy The Flowers
Now Open 9am-6pm Monday – Sunday

3125 Orchard Lake Rd.
Keego Harbor, MI 48320

(248) 736-3441

		 www.AJDesmond.com	 Terry Desmondwww.AJDesmond.com	 Terry Desmond

Trusted experts creating custom goodbyes reflecting love and life		
Troy • Crooks Rd
248-362-2500248-362-2500

Troy • Rochester Rd.
248-689-0700248-689-0700

Woodward.
248-549-0500248-549-0500


