
Mission Statement 
 
Under the protection of Our Lady of Refuge and guided by 
the Holy Spirit, our parish family is dedicated to the prop-
agation and deepening of our faith, rooted in the Sacra-
ments, Sacred Scripture and Tradition of the Catholic 
Church. As stewards of the Father’s gifts, we strive to re-
flect the love of Christ through the support of our parish 

Today is the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time August 18, 2024 
OUR LADY OF REFUGE, Orchard Lake MI 

 

The Parish offices will be closed this Monday, August 19th for a staff retreat.   
The phones will be monitored via email in case of an emergency.  



Page 2 OUR LADY OF REFUGE 

 
WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES 

 

Readings for the week of August 18, 2024 
 

Sunday:  Prv 9:1-6/Ps 34:2-3, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 (9a)/Eph 5:15-20/ 
  Jn 6:51-58  
Monday: Ez 24:15-23/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21/Mt 19:16-22  
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-36ab/ 
  Mt 19:23-30  
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 20:1-16  
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mt 22:1-14  
Friday:  Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 22:34-40  
Saturday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Jn 1:45-5  
Next Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21,  
  22-23 (9a)/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69 
 

Observances for the week of August 18, 2024 
 

Sunday: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Monday: St. John Eudes, Priest  
Tuesday: St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church  
Wednesday: St. Pius X, Pope  
Thursday: The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday:  St. Rose of Lima, Virgin  
Saturday: St. Bartholomew, Apostle  
Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
PRIEST SCHEDULE 

 
Mon 8/19: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Tues 8/20: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Wed 8/21: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Fri 8/23: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Sat 8/24: 5:00pm (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Sun 8/25: 9:30am (Fr. Suresh) 
 11:30am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Mon 8/26: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Tues 8/27: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
 

Saturday at 3:30pm 
 

INTENTIONS 
 

Monday 8/19 Judy LaFata (+) requested by the Chris Soyer Family 
 
Tuesday 8/20  Jane O’Shea (Intentions) requested by her Sisters 
 Jeannie Miterko (Intentions) 
 
Wednesday 8/21 Bill Kroppe (+) requested by B.J. Kroppe 
 
Friday 8/23  Mike Devine (+) 
  Hana Shina (Intentions)  
   
Saturday 8/24  Fawzi Shaya (+) requested by the Shaya Family 
  Our Lady of Refuge Parishioners 
 
Sunday 8/25 (9:30) Everett & Grace Dropps (+) requested by Nick Suciu Jr.
   Scott Seelig (+) requested by Erin Seelig 
  
 (11:30) Don & Amy Montgomery (+) requested by  
  Celeste Montgomery 
  Joan Roberts (+) requested by Bill & Shirley Barksdale 
 
Monday 8/26  Judy LaFata (+) requested by the LaFata Family 
 
Tuesday 8/27  Joan Tomlinson (+) requested by Christian Service &
  the SVDP Conference 

 

 
LECTOR SCHEDULE 

 
 

Saturday 8/24: 
 

Darrell Dickerson  
Elias Escobedo  

 
Sunday 8/25:  

 
(9:30am)  

 

Chrissy Forester  
Rudy Varela  

 
(11:30am)  

 

Elizabeth Ayar  
Connie Ayar  
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Salute to all Our Teachers – 2024-25 
 
“Teaching is beautiful profession, it’s a pity teachers are 
poorly paid because it is not just about the time they spend in 
school, then the time they spend on each individual student: 
how they help them move forward…… Teaching is poorly 
paid job, but it’s beautiful because it allows us to see the peo-
ple who are entrusted to our care grow day after day. It is a 
little like being parents, at least spiritually. It is a great re-
sponsibility! Teaching is a serious commitment that only a 
mature and well-balanced can undertake. Such a commit-
ment can be intimidating, but remember that no teacher is 
ever alone: they always share their work with other col-
leagues and the entire educational community which they be-
long” – Pope Francis 
 
According to the AOD: Teaching at a Catholic school is more than a career choice; it’s a response 
to God’s invitation to give of yourself—your gifts, your experience, your knowledge, your charity, 
and your faith—over and over again. It’s a job intimately linked to the convictions of your heart 
and your hopes for the future. We believe deeply in the power of strong Catholic education in the 
Archdiocese of Detroit and are delighted to have dedicated individuals who believe just as deeply, 
on this mission, bringing all of your convictions, and all of your hope. 
 
An excellent Catholic teacher, as illuminated by the Holy Trinity, lives a life of spiritual unity 
and harmony in relationship with others while honoring each person as distinct and unique. 
“Happy teachers, energetic teachers create classrooms of excellence, making happy kids who 
are excited and want to go to school,” Deacon Costello said. “That makes happy parents, and 
happy parents are key to enrollment at our schools. They talk to our friends and neighbors, to 
those in the broader community by saying, ‘My kids to go Our Lady of Refuge or St. Mary’s and 
we love our school.’ Families talking about why they love our schools is the greatest testimony 
we can have, and teachers who find their time teaching in our schools as rewarding help us tell 
the story of Catholic schools.” 
 
On behalf of Our Lady of Refuge Church and School, I would like to express our gratitude to those 
who are dedicated to Catholic education in our community. You uphold a long-standing tradition 
of commitment, excellence, and discipline. Blessings for your work and your lives. Thank you for 
all that you contribute to the growth and development of our children. 
 
Welcome – Salute to all our Teachers : 2024-25 
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OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025) 

 

August 10 & 11, 2024 
 

Offertory: $7,194 
Online Giving: $2,837 

Total: $10,031 
 

Weekly Budget:  $13,530 
 

YTD Budgeted:  $94,710 
YTD Actual:  $78,344 

 

Under Budget: $(16,366) 

Staff 
Family-Moderator 

Our Lady of Refuge 
Fr. Suresh Rajaian, SAC 

 
Family of Parishes and 

Priests in Solidum 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Very Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak 

Rev. Jim Livingston 
Rev. Radoslaw Zablocki 

Rev. Ryan Asher 
 

St. Fabian 
Msgr. Tim Hogan 
Fr. Matthew Kurt 

Fr. Raymond Arwady 
 

Prince of Peace 
Fr. Andrew Dawson 

 
St. Andrew Kim 

Rev. Seungsoo Oh 
 

Parish Offices 
3725 Erie Dr.  

Orchard Lake, Mi. 48324 
(Office) 248.682.0920  
(Fax) 248.682.3794 

Website: www.olorcc.org 
Email: secretary@olorcc.org 

 
Business Manager 

Eva Ashor 
Parish Secretary 

Artha Horowitz 
Evangelical Charities 

Dave Kennedy 
Worship 

Lisa Blanek 
Music 

Tim Smith 
Dir. Of Rel. Ed. 
Tony Kreucher 

 
School 

Lauri Hoffman, Principal 
248.582-3422 

principal@olr-school.org 
Website: olr-school.net 

 

 

Let’s Boost Participation in Our Annual Campaign  
 

It's wonderful to see our parish family unite in support of this 
year’s Catholic Services Appeal (CSA). The numbers are rising, 
and our thermometer is climbing, but we have a chance to make 
an even greater impact! With nearly 780 families in our parish, 
we're currently seeing only 20% participation. 
 

Let’s come together to strengthen our community by making a 
pledge. Every contribution, regardless of size, makes a difference 
and helps share the load among our generous supporters. We’re 
so close to reaching our goal, and with your help, we can achieve 
it even sooner. Don’t wait—submit your pledge today! 

 

Why Be Registered? 
 

Being a registered parishioner makes the process much easier when 
it is time for baptisms, Faith Formation registration, weddings, 
when asked to be a baptismal or Confirmation sponsor, and even  
funerals.   
 

If you would like to register in  
the parish, please call the  
Parish Secretary at (248) 682-0920.   
We welcome you to our parish family! 
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OLR	Fall	Tuesday	Morning	Bible	Study-2024 
“Wisdom: God’s Vision for Life” 

 
Jeff Cavins and Thomas Smith highlight the practical guidance we can gain 

from the books referred to as the Wisdom literature of the Bible. 
 

Wisdom Books: Proverbs, Wisdom of Solomon, (commonly called the Book of 
Wisdom), Sirach, Ecclesiastes, Job, Wisdom Psalms. 

 
Session Titles: Introduction 
Wisdom in Decision-Making 

Wisdom in Finances 
Wisdom in Relationships 

Wisdom for Peace of Mind 
Wisdom in Speech 

Wisdom in Age 
Wisdom in Christ 

 
Tuesday Mornings 

  September 10, 17, 24  
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2024 

  
Time: 9:15 (Breakfast), to 11:15am 

30-Minute Video, Discussion Groups 
 

Place: Our Lady of Refuge Social Hall 
 3700 Commerce Rd.  
 Orchard Lake, MI 48324 

 
Cost for Student Materials: $28.90 + $7.59 shipping 

(Includes online access and Wisdom Journal) 
Order from AscensionPress.com/BibleStudies or  

1-800-376-0520 Monday-Friday 8am-6pm EST 
 

For more information and Registration: Contact Anne Dziuba at 
annejane15@yahoo.com  or 248-736-6486 
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Fifty years ago, in the summer of 1974, I had just graduated eighth grade at Our Lady of  
Refuge.  I lived next to the church and I was one of the night phone attendants at the recto-
ry.  One night Fr. Dietz asked me if I would be interested in playing the overflow mass in the 
basement of the church (now the school lunch room).  I learned four hymns and played those 
same tunes for the first three months until I could learn more songs.  I have been playing in 
church ever since.   
 

What I remember is the invitation from Fr. Dietz  - that made all of the difference in my 
world.  So consider this my invitation to you! There are plenty of creative ways you can con-
tribute to worship at Our Lady of Refuge.  As I mentioned last week, we are looking for more 
slide operators at mass.  Every week I find a piece of art to post that is related to the Sunday 
readings.  Are you an artist that might be interested in creating these cover slides – maybe 
even just once in a while?  We are always looking for more singers and instrumentalists.  Our 
parish relies on the work of your hands to bring our best to God in worship.  Call me anytime 
if you want to brainstorm about how you can creatively contribute to Our Lady of Refuge. 
 

Adult Choir resumes Wednesday September 4 at 7:30 PM.  We use tracks to help you learn 
your part, so you don’t have to be a great music reader to succeed.  Give it some thought and 
prayer.  We are a welcoming group that prays, sings and helps the community of Our Lady of 
Refuge worship every Sunday 9:30 AM Mass from September to June. 
 

Here is the QR code to a performance of this Sunday’s responsorial Psalm: 
 

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 
R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
I will bless the LORD at all times; 
his praise shall be ever in my mouth. 
Let my soul glory in the LORD; 
the lowly will hear me and be glad. 
 

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
Glorify the LORD with me, 
let us together extol his name. 
I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
and delivered me from all my fears. 
 

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
Look to him that you may be radiant with joy, 
and your faces may not blush with shame. 
When the poor one called out, the LORD heard, 
and from all his distress he saved him. 
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“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name re-
ceives me…  See that you do not despise one of these little 
ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven always look 
upon the face of my heavenly Father.” ~Mt 18:5, 10 
 
As you might have seen or heard, registration is now open for reli-
gious education classes for the 24-25 school year.  Classes are 
Monday evenings from 6-7:30, starting September 16 and continu-
ing through May 19.  All parish children in grades 1-8 are encour-
aged to attend, especially if they do not have religious education 
during their regular school day.   
 
Sacrament prep for First Communion and Confirmation takes 
place during the religious education classes.  This is different from 
the past when Confirmation prep classes took place on a different 
day.  In order to make First Communion, children must have one 
year of previous religious education; so please send your first 
grade children!  Confirmation is a 2-year program, starting in 7th 
grade and finishing with the ceremony in the spring of 8th 
grade.  While these are the years when the sacraments are typi-
cally received, any children who have not received a sacrament 
may be part of the classes to prepare for it. 
 
We’re looking forward to a great year of learning and growing in 
the religious ed classes, with service projects in Advent and Lent, 
fun activities, songs, and bible passages. 
 
I am still looking for volunteers to lead the classes: at least one 
regular catechist for middle school and a few on-call substi-
tutes.  Lessons will be provided to you, along with textbooks for 
the students.  No teaching experience is necessary; all I ask is that 
you have a heart that loves and a desire to help children grow in 
their faith.   
 
All new volunteers must complete a PGC session BEFORE com-
mencing their ministry. Should you have any questions, please 
contact the Office of Child and Youth Protection at pro-
tectchildren@aod.org or 313-237-5826.  The following dates are 
open for New Registrants for Protecting God's Children Work-
shops. 
 

In-Person Sessions 
August 24, 2024, @ 9:00 a.m. - St. Mary Parish, St. Clair 
September 7, 2024, @ 9:00 a.m. - St. Mary, Our Lady of the 
Snows, Milford 

 
On-Line Sessions 
August 20, 2024, @ 6:00 p.m. 
August 26, 2024, @ 6:00 p.m. 
September 4, 2024, @ 6:00 p.m. 
September 12, 2024, @ 6:00 p.m. 
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PANTRY NEEDS 
 

The food pantry at Our Lady of Refuge 
is available every Wednesday to sup-
port those in need. Kindly consider 
contributing some of the essential 

items listed below. Your donations are 
truly  

appreciated. Our Annual Parish Picnic is right 
around the corner!! Join us for a fun 
and relaxing time as a church com-

munity! We will have bounce houses, 
face painting, burgers, hot dogs, and 

games! The West Bloomfield Fire 
Dept. and Orchard Lake Police will 
stop by to say hello and let the kids 
check out their vehicles and equip-
ment! See sign up sheets in the Nar-
thex for ways to help make this an-

other amazing OLR event!  

FOOD ITEMS 
 

Canned Tuna 
Baked Beans 

Boxes of cereal 
Peanut Butter 

Jelly 
Pasta 

Tomato/Pasta Sauce 
Canned Fruit 

Cans of Chili, Stew,  
Spaghettios 

Ramen Noodles 
Mustard/Ketchup 

CARE ITEMS 
 

Laundry Pods 
Liquid Dish Soap 

Toilet Bowl Cleaner 
Shampoo 

Conditioner 
Men’s Deodorant 

Women’s Deodorant 
Men’s Body Wash 

Women’s Body Wash 
Toothpaste 
Hand Soap 
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Attention 
 
We are excited to enhance our 
liturgical environment with 
fresh cut flowers each week-
end. We invite you to contrib-
ute $50.00 or donate a bunch 
of fresh flowers in memory of a 
loved one. Your generosity will be acknowl-
edged in the bulletin with a note recognizing 
the person you’re honoring. 
 
To participate, please complete the form found 
on the shelf in the gathering space. Place it in 
an envelope and either drop it in the collection 
basket or deliver it to the  
Parish Office.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and help.  

We wanted to remind you that, as a parishioner, you 
have free access to the FORMED website. This website is 
loaded with amazing content to both entertain and edu-
cate you and your family using Catholic content. In the 
last year our parishioners enjoyed 24,933 minutes and 
891 unique videos using their free FORMED log-in. To 
access this free content, use the following to create and/
or login to the FORMED website! 

New Account Registration: 

1. Go to formed.org/signup 

2. Select your parish (using zip code is easiest) 

3. Register your name and email address 

4. Check that email address for a link to start. 

Log in for parishioner with previous access: 

1. Go to formed.org/signup 

2. In the upper right corner, select “Sign In” 

3. A new “Sign In” screen appears. Enter your email 
address and select “Next” 

4. Check your email and click the link to begin using 
FORMED. 
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Pray for the men 
and women who 

serve in our 
Armed Forces 

 

“Dear Lord Jesus 
and Mary, Moth-
er of God, hold all 
these brave souls 

in the palm of 
your hand; com-

fort them and 
their families.  
Send angels of 
protection, love 

and comfort to all 
the service men 

and women still at 
war, bring them 
home safely and 

comfort their 
families.  We ask 

this through 
Christ Our Lord, 

Amen.” 

Rev. P. Nowak-Army (Chaplain) 
Clare Bizer-Coast Guard 

Eugene Bizer-Coast Guard 
Christopher Bowman-Coast Guard 

Daniel Culbertson-Navy 
Michelle Culliver-Army 

Nora Diverno-Army 
Steven Dinverno-Army 

Nicholas Harbaugh-Marines 
Joshua Hartley-Air Force 

Nova Howard -Army 
Liam Lynch-Army 

Gunnar Ottman-National Guard 

Please contact Cora Armitage at 
248-736-6228 to add or remove a 
name. 

It is wonderful to be able to sponsor the Diocesan 
Mission Cooperation Appeal in our parish again 
this year. On September 21-22, 2024, we will be 
honored to have Sr. Judith Laffey, SC. with us to 
share the good news of the mission works of the Sis-
ters of Charity of Seton Hill in China, Korea and 
Ecuador. 
 

The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill first missioned four sisters from 
Pennsylvania to Korea in 1960. At that time it took a month for the sis-
ters to travel by freighter ship to Korea, now it takes only hours by air-
plane! As our world grows smaller, our hearts grow larger and we reach 
out to others. 
 

We are pleased to have this opportunity to learn about the missions and 
to help with our prayers and donations. As the sisters continue to bring 
the love of the Lord to the people they serve, they need our help—they 
cannot do it alone! Wherever we may live we are all missionaries and 
can help in different ways! 
 

Please give from the heart on September 21-22, 2024 to help spread the 
Gospel throughout the world and assist the Sisters of Charity of Seton 
Hill to share God’s love with those in need. Your prayers and donations 
will bring blessings of hope and healing! 

 
We are Pro-Life,  

Pro- Woman, 
Pro- Family! 

 
 Do you have a passion for protecting the Unborn, the women who 
 bore them & their families?  
 

 Join us for a monthly gathering the first Tuesday of each month in 
 the parish office @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

 Come join parishioners to pray in front of the “womens clinic” in 
 West Bloomfield @ 10:00am.  The address is 6765 Orchard Lake 
 Road, West Bloomfield.  Park in the Stage Deli parking lot.  
 

 We will be praying the rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet on the 
 first Saturday of every month. 



WWW.ONEFAMILYINMISSION.ORG/WMS

October 20th, 2024October 20th, 2024
World Mission Sunday World Mission Sunday 

TEXT
"MISSIONS24"
TO 44384
to Give now

(MT. 22:9)

A CLEAR REFLECTION OF QUALITY

g l a s s
www.reidglass.com 

Phone: (248) 353.5770 • Fax: (248) 353.0678
22223  Telegraph Road • Southfield, MI 48033

		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com                                                15-0031

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
 

 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

THE ORIGINALTHE ORIGINAL

Budget Tree ServiceBudget Tree Service
*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

Tree & Shrub Removal • Lot Clearings
Tree & Shrub Trimming • Storm Damage • Firewood

	 FREE ESTIMATES		 FREE ESTIMATES	 800-964-7785800-964-7785
24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors
with coupon • Limit 1  coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured

LET’S GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish! 

CONTACT ME  
Dom DiPasqua

ddipasqua@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6637

LAMPHERE’S
TREE SERVICE
Complete Tree & Stump Removal

24 Hr. Emergency Service
Trimming • Fully Ins.

Member St. Perpetua

248-673-8536

Encounter Christ. Discover yourself.
Grow in holiness.

A Roman Catholic apostolate for men 
and women who experience same-sex 
attractions and those who love them.

	The Spirituality of Courage

www.couragerc.org



		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com                                                15-0031

		 SPENCERSPENCER
	 ROOFING	 ROOFING

1748 Traditional Dr, Ste B. 1748 Traditional Dr, Ste B. 
Walled Lake, MIWalled Lake, MI

248-926-5800248-926-5800

RICK
BARTUS
Parish Member

Town & Country 
Connecting People with Homes

248-909-4848 
bartus@comcast.net

		 SIMPSON-MODETZ
	 FUNERAL HOME

5630 Pontiac Lake Rd. • Waterford, MI

(248) 674-4181(248) 674-4181
“One of the largest and finest family 

owned funeral homes in Oakland County”

Patricia A
Schmidt, DO

248.672.1994
paschmidtdo@gmail.com

Reaching your
HIGHEST health

and wellness
- LIFE COACH -

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/MI

Religious Jewelry • Diamonds • Custom Jewelry

7716 Cooley Lake Rd • Waterford
248.363.1597• www.ronniesjewelry.com
We Buy Gold, Bullion, Watches, Coins & Jewelry

30% OFF WITH COUPON

Jewelry & Loans
ESTABLISHED 1972

Project Manager

313-736-6335
313-REMODEL

DinvernoRemodeling.com

FREE ESTIMATES

JEREMY DINVERNOJEREMY DINVERNO

OVER 53 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
state licensed ★ bonded ★ insured

The Proof is in
Our Results 

Locally owned and operated

248-563-9387 
cornerstoneroofingmi.com

@DEKALASHWESTBLOOMFIELD

248-686-2326

Instagram:
7092 ORCHARD LAKE RD, 
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48322

Do you need a 
caregiver?
Call The Helpers at:

248-494-3316

www.thehelpersllc.com

PAGAC & COMPANY PC
CPA & Advisors

	 * Business Tax and Advisory Services
	 * Complex Individual Returns
	 * High Net Worth Tax Services

1750 S. Telegraph Rd., Ste. 203, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-338-0770 • www.pagaccpa.com

Established
 in 1975

McCabe Funeral Home
One Name...One Family...Over 128 Years

www.McCabeFuneralHome.com

	 FARMINGTON HILLS	 CANTON
	31950 W. Twelve Mile Rd.	 851 North Canton Center Rd.
	 (248) 553-0120	 (734) 981-4530

Jeanne’s Flower Shop 
Wide Selection For Your Summer Needs!

Metal and Wood Yard Art
Don’t Miss Our July Sale!

Stop By And Enjoy The Flowers
Now Open 9am-6pm Monday – Sunday

3125 Orchard Lake Rd.
Keego Harbor, MI 48320

(248) 736-3441

		 www.AJDesmond.com	 Terry Desmondwww.AJDesmond.com	 Terry Desmond

Trusted experts creating custom goodbyes reflecting love and life		
Troy • Crooks Rd
248-362-2500248-362-2500

Troy • Rochester Rd.
248-689-0700248-689-0700

Woodward.
248-549-0500248-549-0500


