
 

Mission Statement 
 

Under the protection of Our Lady of Refuge and guided by 
the Holy Spirit, our parish family is dedicated to the propa-
gation and deepening of our faith, rooted in the Sacraments, 
Sacred Scripture and Tradition of the Catholic Church. As 
stewards of the Father’s gifts, we strive to reflect the love of 
Christ through the support of our parish and in our out-
reach and service to others. 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time      February 23, 2025 
OUR LADY OF REFUGE, Orchard Lake MI 
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WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES 

 
Readings for the week of February 23, 2025  
 

Sunday: 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/1 Cor 15:45-49/ 
  Lk 6:27-38  
Monday: Sir 1:1-10/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mk 9:14-29  
Tuesday: Sir 2:1-11/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40/Mk 9:30-37 
Wednesday: Sir 4:11-19/Ps 119:165, 168, 171, 172, 174, 175/ 
  Mk 9:38-40  
Thursday: Sir 5:1-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mk 9:41-50   
Friday:  Sir 6:5-17/Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35/Mk 10:1-12  
Saturday: Sir 17:1-15/Ps 103:13-14, 15-16, 17-18/Mk 10:13-16  
Next Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 (see 2a)/1 Cor 15:54-58/
  Lk 6:39-45  
 
Observances for the week of February 23, 2025 
 

Sunday : 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Thursday: St. Gregory of Narek, Abbot and Doctor of the Church  
Next Sunday: 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
PRIEST SCHEDULE 

 
 

Mon 2/:24 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Tue 2/25: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Wed 2/26: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 

Fri 2/28: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Sat 3/1: 5:00pm (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Sun 3/2: 9:30am (Fr. Suresh) 
 

 11:30am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Mon 3/3: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Tue 3/4: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 

 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
 

Saturday at 3:30pm 
 

 
LECTOR  & SLIDE  

PROJECTION SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 3/:1 
 

Suzanne Barcewicz  
Ellias Escobedo 
Anthony Salem* 

 
Sunday 3/2:  

 

(9:30am)  
 

Shannon Klimmek 
Tadd Klimmek 

Jon Neef* 
 

(11:30am)  
 

Reese George 
Gabrielle Ansara 
Jeff Ziegenfelder* 

 
 
 

*Slide Projection 

 
INTENTIONS 

 
Monday 2/24  Rose Jane Fowler (Intentions) requested by the  
  Fowler family  
 

Tuesday 2/25  Jim Sarb (+) requested by Connie Bayma 
 

Wednesday 2/26 Colleen Berger (+) requested by the Blanek family 
 

Friday 2/28 Lillian Agostinelli (+) requested by Carol & Dennis 
 Lesnau 
 Royce Villa (+) requested by the Villa family 
 

Saturday 3/1  Fawzi Shaya (+) requested by the Shaya family 
  Our Lady of Refuge Parishioners 
 

Sunday 3/2 (9:30) Robert Pelkey (+) requested by Patricia Pollard 
  Christopher John Suciu (+) requested by Nick  
  Suciu, Jr. 
   

 (11:30) Leo Camara (+) requested by Margaret Camara 
  Betty McEndarffer (+) requested by the McEndarffer 
  family 
 

Monday 3/3  Nibal Fram (Intentions) requested by Juliet Najor 
 

Tuesday 3/4  Lamia Meskina (+) requested by Juliet Najor 
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Today’s Scripture readings challenge us to make three types of correct choices in life. First, we 
are advised to choose the “golden rule” including loving our enemies and showing sensitivity to 
the feelings and needs of others. Second, we need to choose unconditional, agape love instead of 
envy, jealousy and hatred in our relationships with others. Third, we must choose graceful and 
merciful forgiveness instead of harboring revenge and planning retaliation. 
 

Scripture lessons: The first reading shows us how David made the right choice, respecting God’s 
anointed king by forgiving his offenses, while Saul continued to make the wrong choices, perpet-
uating his own misery in seeking his revenge. In the Responsorial Psalm, Ps 103, the Psalmist 
reminds us of the mercy of God and His compassion which we should practice in our choices. 
 

In the second reading, St. Paul tells us how the “First Adam” made a wrong choice of disobedi-
ence, bringing death into the world, whereas Jesus, the “Second Adam,” made the right choice of 
fulfilling his Father’s saving plan for mankind by accepting acute suffering and a heinous death. 
 

Today’s Gospel (Luke 6:27-38) gives us Jesus’ revolutionary moral teaching about correct choices 
in our human relationships, based on the necessity of our following the “Golden Rule” and our 
obligation to behave like the children of a loving, forgiving, merciful, and compassionate Heaven-
ly Father. Our relationships in our communities become truly Christian when we follow the 
Golden Rule, “Do to others as you would have them do to you,” as Jesus amplifies it, obeying the 
additional commands of radical Christian love we are to exercise as God’s children (and Jesus’ 
adopted brothers and sisters), “Love your enemies…Do good to those who hate you; bless those 
who curse you and pray for those who maltreat you.” Jesus orders us to love our enemies and to 
be merciful and compassionate to everyone as God our Father is loving, merciful, and compas-
sionate. He concludes by instructing us to stop judging others and start forgiving all who offend 
us. 
 

Life Messages: 1)We need to practice the Golden Rule in its full form: The Golden Rule asks us 
to do to others what we would like them do to us. If we obey, loving others and expressing that 
love by loving words and deeds, we will start receiving the same love from others in higher inten-
sity. Further, if we want others to forgive our offenses, our words of criticism, and our thought-
less judgments against them, then we should start forgiving their offenses against us and start 
appreciating their good qualities while encouraging them and supporting them in their needs. 
 

2) We need to pray for the strength to forgive. At every Mass we pray the “Our Father”, asking 
God to forgive us as we forgive others. Our challenge is to overcome our natural inclination to 
hate family members, co-workers, neighbors and all who offend us. To meet that challenge, we 
need to ask God for the strength to forgive each other. We must forgive, because only forgiveness 
truly heals us. If we remember how God has forgiven us, it will help us forgive others. Let us 
start forgiving right now by curbing the sharp tongue of criticism, suppressing the revenge in-
stinct, and bearing patiently the irritating behavior of a neighbor. (Fr. Tony's Homilies) 

The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 
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Staff 
Family-Moderator 

Our Lady of Refuge 
Fr. Suresh Rajaian, SAC 

 
Family of Parishes and 

Priests in Solidum 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Very Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak 

Rev. Jim Livingston 
Rev. Radoslaw Zablocki 

Rev. Ryan Asher 
 

St. Fabian 
Msgr. Tim Hogan 
Fr. Matthew Kurt 

Fr. Raymond Arwady 
 

Prince of Peace 
Fr. Andrew Dawson 

 
St. Andrew Kim 

Rev. Seungsoo Oh 
 

Parish Offices 
3725 Erie Dr.  

Orchard Lake, Mi. 48324 
(Office) 248.682.0920  
(Fax) 248.682.3794 

Website: www.olorcc.org 
Email: secretary@olorcc.org 

 
Business Manager 

Eva Ashor 
 

Parish Secretary 
Artha Horowitz 

 

Evangelical Charities 
Joellen Shortley 

 

Worship 
Lisa Marie Blanek 

 

Music 
Joanne Gorney 

 

Dir. Of Rel. Ed. 
Tony Kreucher 

 
School 

Lauri Hoffman, Principal 
248.682-3422 

Principal: lhoffman@olr-school.net 
Website: olr-school.net 

 

Why Be Registered? 
 

Are you registered at Our Lady of Refuge parish?  Sometimes, 
people attend Mass at this parish for several years, but never 
officially register.  Registering in a parish is a declaration of 
your desire to be part of a Catholic community and to make a 
commitment to the life of Our Lady of Refuge community. 
 

Being a registered parishioner makes the process much easier 
when it is time for baptisms, Faith Formation registration, 
weddings, when asked to be a baptismal or Confirmation 
sponsor, and even funerals.   
 

If you would like to register in  
the parish, please call the  
Parish Secretary at (248) 682-0920.   
We welcome you to our parish family! 

 
OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025) 
 

February 15 & 16, 2025 
 

Offertory: $4,735 
Online Giving: $3,468 

Total: $8,203 
 

Weekly Budget:  $13,530 
 

YTD Budgeted:  $460,020 
YTD Actual:  $384,514 

 

Under Budget: ($75,507) 
 

 

Contribution Statements  
 

Due to the many changes in the tax 
code over the last several years, we 
will no longer be automatically mail-
ing out contribution statements. 
However, they will be available upon 
request.    
 

If you would like to receive a statement of your 
contributions to the parish for tax purposes or 
personal records, please visit our website using 
the QR code, contact the parish office at 248-
682-0920, or email Artha Horowitz at secre-
tary@olorcc.org. Thank you for your ongoing 
support and generosity!  
 

Statements for the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) will be gen-
erated separately by the Archdiocese of Detroit.  
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Stations of the Cross and Soup 
 

At Our Lady of Refuge, we have a cherished tradition of praying the Stations of the Cross on Fri-
day nights throughout Lent at 6:30 p.m. This practice is an opportunity for our community to 
come together in prayer and reflection during this sacred season. Our hosts which include those 
involved in our staff, commissions, and the Knights of Columbus will take turns hosting each Fri-
days Stations & Soup. The host's role is to ensure the evening runs smoothly, which includes ar-
ranging for a reader to lead the Stations of the Cross. In addition, a cross bearer and torch bearers 
are needed to participate in the procession and add a meaningful presence to the service. 
 

Following the Stations, a simple supper is served in our Social Hall, fostering a sense of fellowship 
and nourishment for our parish family. The host is responsible for both setting up the meal and 
cleaning up afterward, ensuring that everything is in order. They also assist in coordinating the 
food offerings for the meal. As it is a time of fasting during Lent, the meal consists of simple, 
meatless dishes, such as soups, pasta, bread, and salads. We ask for the support of our parish 
family to help provide these meals. A signup sheet is available in the gathering space, and we en-
courage everyone to consider helping by providing a dish for one of the Friday night dinners. Your 
participation helps build a stronger, more connected community, and your contributions will be 
greatly appreciated by all who attend. Whether you contribute food, time, or both, your involve-
ment makes a meaningful difference during this important time of year. 
 

Meditation Booklets for Lent 
 

During Lent, we often seek ways to deepen our spiritual practice and draw closer to God. For 
many of us, this can be a challenging time of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. A meditation book 
can serve as a valuable tool during this season of reflection and penance. By offering daily medita-
tions, prayers, and scripture readings, these books provide a structured way to reflect on Christ’s 
passion and sacrifice. The quiet time spent in prayer and reflection with these books can help indi-
viduals build a deeper connection to their faith and prepare for the celebration of Easter. 
 

This Lent, our parish will be providing a selection of meditation booklets to aid us on our journey. 
The first option is The Little Black Book, which reflects on Christ's life through the Passion narra-
tive in the Gospel of John. The other option is The Word Among Us, which contains the Mass 
readings along with daily meditations. Starting on Ash Wednesday, these will be available in a 
basket in the gathering space. 
 

Lenten Trifold 
 

We have prepared a trifold with various Lenten opportunities, available in the gathering space for 
you to take home. These resources are designed to help guide you through a meaningful season of 
reflection and growth. We pray that this Lenten journey brings you closer to God and leads to a 
life-changing experience! Please take one and consider how you might engage more deeply in the 
practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving this season. 
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There is a wonderful opportunity for the 
men of the parish coming up in March, co-
hosted by the Diocese of Lansing and the 
Archdiocese of Detroit: the IGNITE Catho-
lic Men’s Conference. 
 
Gather in fellowship with hundreds of oth-
er men ages 14 and above to hear from dy-
namic speakers about How the Lord wants to IGNITE your spirit to live as a faithful Catholic in 
our post-Christian world. 
 
This conference is not meant to simply ignite your Faith for a day, but to invite men across the 
diocese to build strong Christian communities in their homes, parishes, and workplaces that 
burn with zeal for the Lord. 
 
Join us to connect with other Catholic men from around the state, hear from nationally re-
nowned speakers, spend time in prayer and adoration, engage with exciting Catholic ministries, 
and celebrate Mass with Bishop Boyea!  The event takes place on Saturday March 22, 2025 at 
the Fervin GameAbove Center in Ypsilanti, MI.  Find more information and register online at 
michigancmc.org 
 
For everyone in the parish, there are many good plans designed to guide and assist us as we en-
ter into the penitential season of Lent in order to prepare for the glorious season of Easter. 
   
EWTN has a free study on the 7 Last Words of Christ as well as Meditations through all of Lent 
- I have ebooks to share by email or I can print for anyone who requests them.   
 
There is also a program called Cana90 for married couples that has a free version, a print book-
let for $15, or an online fellowship program that may continue after Lent has ended. 
 
Formed also offers a program called How to Lent. Access to the Formed website is available for 
free through the olorcc.org parish website under the Resources tab. Instructions for individual 
sign-up can be found there.  
 
The religious education program will be holding our Lenten service project 
on March 10 in place of our regular meeting; we will still begin at 
6pm.  Parents whose children are in the program are encouraged to bring 
younger children and to stay with their whole family for dinner before the 
RE students start their work on filling Easter baskets, which will be donat-
ed to Great Centers of Hope in Pontiac. 
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Attention 
 

We are excited to enhance our 
liturgical environment with 
fresh cut flowers each week-
end. We invite you to contrib-
ute $50.00 or donate a bunch 
of fresh flowers in memory of 
a loved one. Your generosity 
will be acknowledged in the 
bulletin with a note recogniz-
ing the person you’re honoring. 
 

To participate, please complete the form found 
on the shelf in the gathering space. Place it in 
an envelope and either drop it in the collection 
basket or deliver it to the Parish Office.  
 

Thank you for your consideration and help.  

 

We are Pro-Life,  
Pro- Woman, 
Pro- Family! 

 

Do you have a passion for protecting the Un-
born, the women who bore them & their  fami-
lies?  
 
 
 
 

 
Come join parishioners to pray in front of the 
“women's clinic” in West Bloomfield @ 10:00am.  
The address is 6765 Orchard Lake Road, West 
Bloomfield.  Park in the Stage Deli parking lot.  
 

We will be praying the rosary on the first  
Saturday of every month. 

Our next blood drive with the Red Cross is on 
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 in the Social 
Hall from 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Donating blood 
to someone in need is such a wonderful gift. 
Blood donations help accident and burn victims, 
heart surgery and transplant patients and those 
battling cancer. Please schedule an appointment 
today by visiting www.redcrossblood.org and en-
tering sponsor code "OLRC." The Red Cross web-
site is very informative if you are donating blood 
for the first time. 

 

Angel's Place Meals  
 

Angel’s Place supports individuals with develop-
mental disabilities, particularly those with intel-
lectual disabilities, who may require assistance 
with daily life demands and completing tasks 
typically expected for their age group. Located at 
2809 Saddlewood Rd, West Bloomfield Township, 
we would greatly appreciate your consideration 
in bringing a meal for the residents. Whether it’s 
a homemade dish or something simple like a 
Costco rotisserie chicken, salad, and dessert 
(they love desserts!), your contribution would 
mean a lot. Thus far in the month of  October on-
ly one meal has been provided from OLR. Thank 
you for your support of this minis-
try. 
 

To sign up to bring a meal either 
use the QR Code, the link on our 
website or the following website 
www.signupgenius.com/ 
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Pray for the 
men and wom-
en who serve in 

our Armed 
Forces 

 

“Dear Lord Je-
sus and Mary, 

Mother of God, 
hold all these 
brave souls in 

the palm of your 
hand; comfort 
them and their 
families.  Send 

angels of protec-
tion, love and 
comfort to all 

the service men 
and women still 

at war, bring 
them home safe-
ly and comfort 
their families.  
We ask this 

through Christ 
Our Lord, 

Amen.” 

Rev. P. Nowak-Army (Chaplain) 
Clare Bizer-Coast Guard 

Eugene Bizer-Coast Guard 
Christopher Bowman-Coast Guard 

Daniel Culbertson-Navy 
Michelle Culliver-Army 
Nora Dinverno-Army 

Steven Dinverno-Army 
Nicholas Harbaugh-Marines 

Joshua Hartley-Air Force 
Shane Kelly—Air Force 

Liam Lynch-Army 
Gunnar Ottman-National Guard 

Please contact Cora 
Armitage at 248-736-6228 
to add or remove a name. 
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A CLEAR REFLECTION OF QUALITY

g l a s s
www.reidglass.com 

Phone: (248) 353.5770 • Fax: (248) 353.0678
22223  Telegraph Road • Southfield, MI 48033

		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com                                                15-0031

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
 

 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

THE ORIGINALTHE ORIGINAL

Budget Tree ServiceBudget Tree Service
*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

Tree & Shrub Removal • Lot Clearings
Tree & Shrub Trimming • Storm Damage • Firewood

	 FREE ESTIMATES		 FREE ESTIMATES	 800-964-7785800-964-7785
24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors
with coupon • Limit 1  coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured

LET’S GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish! 

CONTACT ME  
Dom DiPasqua

ddipasqua@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6637

LAMPHERE’S
TREE SERVICE

Complete Tree & Stump Removal
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Trimming • Fully Ins.

Member St. Perpetua

248-673-8536

Encounter Christ. Discover yourself.
Grow in holiness.

A Roman Catholic apostolate for men 
and women who experience same-sex 
attractions and those who love them.

	The Spirituality of Courage

www.couragerc.org



		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com                                                15-0031

		 SPENCERSPENCER
	 ROOFING	 ROOFING

1748 Traditional Dr, Ste B. 1748 Traditional Dr, Ste B. 
Walled Lake, MIWalled Lake, MI

248-926-5800248-926-5800

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/MI

Religious Jewelry • Diamonds • Custom Jewelry

7716 Cooley Lake Rd • Waterford
248.363.1597• www.ronniesjewelry.com
We Buy Gold, Bullion, Watches, Coins & Jewelry

30% OFF WITH COUPON

Jewelry & Loans
ESTABLISHED 1972

Project Manager

313-736-6335
313-REMODEL

DinvernoRemodeling.com

FREE ESTIMATES

JEREMY DINVERNOJEREMY DINVERNO

OVER 53 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
state licensed ★ bonded ★ insured

The Proof is in
Our Results 

Locally owned and operated

248-563-9387 
cornerstoneroofingmi.com

@DEKALASHWESTBLOOMFIELD

248-686-2326

Instagram:
7092 ORCHARD LAKE RD, 
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48322

Do you need a 
caregiver?
Call The Helpers at:

248-494-3316

www.thehelpersllc.com

McCabe Funeral Home
One Name...One Family...Over 128 Years

www.McCabeFuneralHome.com

	 FARMINGTON HILLS	 CANTON
	31950 W. Twelve Mile Rd.	 851 North Canton Center Rd.
	 (248) 553-0120	 (734) 981-4530

		 www.AJDesmond.com	 Terry Desmondwww.AJDesmond.com	 Terry Desmond

Trusted experts creating custom goodbyes reflecting love and life		
Troy • Crooks Rd
248-362-2500248-362-2500

Troy • Rochester Rd.
248-689-0700248-689-0700

Woodward.
248-549-0500248-549-0500

The 1st choice 
in private care for
Seniors living in

Beaumont Commons.

We accept long-term care insurance
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Visit us at www.assurecareinc.com

313-563-0226
assurantcare@yahoo.com

RICK BARTUS
Parish Member 

Connecting People with Homes

248-909-4848 
bartus@comcast.net

“One of the largest and finest Family Owned 
funeral homes in Oakland County.”

SIMPSON - MODETZ
FUNERAL HOME

5630 PONTIAC LAKE RD
WATERFORD, MI 48327

(Between Airport  
& Crescent Lake Roads)

(248) 674-4181

Serving Seniors in Macomb, 
Oakland & Wayne County

DENISE ALEARDI
Senior Housing Solution Expert 

734-788-3000

Injured? We’re Here to Help.
All types of Accidents & 

Medical Malpractice Cases
Trusted by Attorneys

and Judges.

Faith-driven values.
Proven results.

Serving Southeast Michigan.

 248-CALL-BOB
GreatMiAttorneys.com


