
 

Mission Statement 
 

Under the protection of Our Lady of Refuge and guided by 
the Holy Spirit, our parish family is dedicated to the propa-
gation and deepening of our faith, rooted in the Sacra-
ments, Sacred Scripture and Tradition of the Catholic 
Church. As stewards of the Father’s gifts, we strive to re-
flect the love of Christ through the support of our parish 
and in our outreach and service to others. 

Today is the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time   August 24, 2025 
OUR LADY OF REFUGE, Orchard Lake MI 



Page 2 OUR LADY OF REFUGE 

 

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES 
 

Readings for the week of August 24, 2025  
 

Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/ 
  Lk 13:22-30  
Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/ 
  Mt 23:13-22  
Tuesday: 1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6/Mt 23:23-26  
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab/Mt 23:27-32  
Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 24:42-51  
Friday:  1 Thes 4:1-8 (429)/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12/ 
  Mk 6:17-29  
Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Mt 25:14-30  
Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 (1a)/ 
  Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14  
 

Observances for the week of August 24, 2025 
 

Sunday : 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Monday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest  
Wednesday: St. Monica  
Thursday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  
Friday:  The Passion of St. John the Baptist  
Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
PRIEST SCHEDULE 

 
Mon 8/25: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Tue 8/26: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Wed 8/27: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Fri 8/29: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Sat 8/30: 5:00pm (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Sun 8/31: 9:30am (Fr. Suresh) 
 

 11:30am (Fr. Suresh) 

 
Mon 9/1: 9:00am (Fr. Suresh) 
 
Tue 9/2: 8:15am (Fr. Suresh) 
 

 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
 

Saturday at 3:30 
 

 
LECTOR  & SLIDE  

PROJECTION SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 8/30 
 

Pat Seif 
Liz Oras 

Suzanne Barcewicz*  
 
 

Sunday 8/31 
 

(9:30am)  
 

Jeff Armitage 
Cora Armitage 

Steve Barcewicz* 
 
 

(11:30am)  
 

Peggy Gantz 
BJ Kroope 

Jeff Ziegenfelder* 
 

*Slide Projection 

 
INTENTIONS 

 

Monday 8/25  Tina Schultz (+) requested by the parish family 
 

Tuesday 8/26   Judy LaFata (+) requested by the LaFata family 
  

Wednesday 8/27 Thomas R. Wagener (+) requested by the Wagener 
 family 
 

Friday 8/29 Tom Bayma (+) requested by Connie Bayma 
 Elizabeth Sans (+) requested by her children 
 

Saturday 8/30 Don & Amy Montgomery (+) requested  by Celeste  
  Montgomery 
  Paul H. McKune (+) requested by the McKune  
  family 
 

Sunday 8/31 (9:30) Mary Helen Suciu (+) requested by Nick Suciu, Jr. 
  Mary Margaret Bosco (+) requested by Sylvia & 
  Vince Cortina & Christine & Michael DiCarlo 
 

 (11:30)  Adeeb Abbo (+) requested by the Abbo family 
  Our Lady of Refuge Parishioners 
 

Monday 9/1  Judy Spicer (+) requested by the parish family 
 

Tuesday 9/2  Myrtle Schmidt (+) requested by Hana Shina 
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Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Introduction: As he continues his final journey to Jerusalem pre-
pared for his suffering, and death, Jesus responds to a question ask-
ing how many will be saved by answering the unasked and more 
important questions, “How best does one enter into salvation and 
how urgent is it that one strive to enter now, before the Master clos-
es the door?” Instead of asking how many will be saved, Jesus wants 
us to ask ourselves, “Am I prepared to be saved, choosing the nar-
row gate of sacrificial agape love and so loving others as Jesus loves 
them?” 
 

In the first reading, Isaiah’s prophecy speaks to the Babylonian ex-
iles returning to Jerusalem after 47 years in captivity, especially to 
the younger members with their pagan wives, telling them that sal-
vation is not a Jewish monopoly and that is why Yahweh welcomes 
the pagans also into Judaism. The prophet’s great book ends as it 
began, with a vision of all the peoples of the world streaming toward Jerusalem, acknowledging 
and praising the God of Israel. The Responsorial Psalm (Ps 117) refrain, “Go out to all the world 
and tell the Good News,” reflects the mission of God’s chosen people to be instruments of salvation 
to the whole world. In the second reading, exploring with his readers the consequences of Chris-
tian commitment, St. Paul explains that “the narrow gate” of Jesus means our acceptance of pain 
and suffering as the loving discipline God gives His children. In today’s Gospel, Jesus clearly ex-
plains that anyone who follows him through the narrow gate of sacrificial service and sharing love 
will be saved. Jesus also admonishes his followers to concentrate on their own salvation by self-
discipline rather than to worry about the salvation of others. 
 

Catholic teaching on salvation: Salvation is a past, present, and future event. We were saved from 
the bondage of sin when we were baptized as children or adults. We are being saved at present, 
when we cooperate with God’s grace by loving others as Jesus did, by sharing our blessings with 
the needy, and by getting reconciled with God daily, asking His forgiveness for our sins. We will be 
eternally saved when we hear the loving invitation from Jesus, the Judge, at the moment of our 
death and on the day of the Last Judgment, saying: “Good and faithful servant, you were faithful 
in little things enter into the joy of your Master.” 
 

Life messages: We need to cooperate with God’s grace daily given to us: a) by choosing the nar-
row way and the narrow gate of self-control and self-discipline of our evil tendencies, evil habits, 
and addictions; b) by loving others, seeing the face of Jesus in them, and sharing our blessings 
with them sacrificially; c) by obtaining the daily Divine strength to practice self-control and shar-
ing love through the guidance of the Holy Spirit in daily prayer, in Bible reading, and in reception 
of the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. (Fr. Tony’s Homilies) 
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Why Be Registered? 
 

Are you registered at Our Lady of Refuge parish?  Some-
times, people attend Mass at this parish for several years, 
but never officially register.  Registering in a parish is a 
declaration of your desire to be part of a Catholic commu-
nity and to make a commitment to the life of Our Lady of 
Refuge community. 
 

Being a registered parishioner makes the process much 
easier when it is time for baptisms, Faith Formation regis-
tration, weddings, when asked to be a baptismal or Confir-
mation sponsor, and even funerals.   
 

If you would like to register in the parish, 
please call the Parish Secretary at  
(248) 682-0920.   
 

We welcome you to our parish family! 

 

Staff 
Family-Moderator 

Our Lady of Refuge 
Fr. Suresh Rajaian, SAC 

 
Family of Parishes and 

Priests in Solidum 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Very Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak 

 
St. Fabian 

Msgr. Tim Hogan 
Fr. Matthew Kurt 

 
Prince of Peace 
Fr. Andrew Dawson 

 
St. Andrew Kim 
Rev. Seungsoo Oh 

 
Parish Offices 

3725 Erie Dr.  
Orchard Lake, Mi. 48324 

(Office) 248.682.0920  
(Fax) 248.682.3794 

Website: www.olorcc.org 
Email: secretary@olorcc.org 

 
Business Manager 

Eva Ashor 
 

Parish Secretary 
Artha Horowitz 

 

Evangelical Charities 
Joellen Shortley 

 

Worship 
Lisa Marie Blanek 

 

Music 
Joanne Gorney 

 

Dir. Of Rel. Ed. 
Stephanie Gordon 

 

School 
Lauri Hoffman, Principal 

248.682-3422 
Principal: lhoffman@olr-school.net 

Website: olr-school.net 

 

OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026) 

 

August 16 & 17, 2025 
 

Offertory: $9,086 

Online Giving: $3,503 

Total: $12,588 
 

Weekly Budget: $11,731 
 

YTD Budgeted:  $82,117 

YTD Actual:  $75,328 
 

Under Budget: ($6,789) 
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ANGEL’S PLACE 
 

Angel’s Place is dedicated to enriching the lives of individuals with developmental disabilities, 
particularly those with intellectual challenges, by providing the support they need to navigate 
daily life and achieve personal growth. Through compassionate care and encouragement, An-
gel’s Place helps its residents reach their full potential in a nurturing, respectful environment. 
 

On Friday, August 15, Our Lady of Refuge Catholic Church, in partnership with the Knights of 
Columbus Council 600, warmly welcomed Angels Place for a special Mass and celebratory ban-
quet honoring their Miracle Softball League. Nearly 100 residents and staff attended the event, 
joining parishioners in a heartfelt celebration of faith, fellowship, and fun. Many church mem-
bers volunteered their time to serve food, share conversations, and create a welcoming space for 
the guests. 
 

The celebration served as a beautiful reminder of the joy that comes from embracing and uplift-
ing every member of our community. It was truly a joyful event! 
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Backpack Collection 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated backpacks and school 
supplies to the Oakland County Jail Outreach Ministry. 
This non-profit organization supports families who have a 
loved one in jail, as well as families who have been vic-
tims of crime. As one parishioner so beautifully said, 
“Children with a parent in jail deserve school supplies.” 
 

Thanks to your generosity, we collected 8 backpacks for 
high school students and 10 backpacks for children in kin-
dergarten through second grade — all filled with supplies. 
In addition, we donated extra school supplies to help even 
more children prepare for the school year. 
 

We’re also grateful to the three parishioners who volunteered to help purchase school supplies for the 
children of two families who rely on our food pantry. 
 

Your kindness and support are making a real difference in the lives of 
local children and families. Thank you! 
 

Food Pantry Needs Your Help: Our Food Pantry is in urgent need 
of food. Over the summer, donations have dropped significantly, 
while the number of individuals and families relying on the pantry 
has increased. We are especially in need of both large and small cans 
of soup, cereal (excluding Cheerios), and rice. 
 

If you have extra garden produce, we would be grateful for any fresh 
fruits or vegetables. Last summer, one of our parishioners generously 
donated a small amount of fresh vegetables each week, which made a 
real difference. Unfortunately, they were unable to do so this year. If 
you have extra corn, apples, or any other produce, please consider 
sharing it with the pantry. 
 

Every donation, no matter how small, helps feed our neighbors. 
Please contact me if you’re able to contribute fresh produce or if you 
have questions about what’s needed most. 
 

In addition, one of our pantry mothers recently asked for help pur-
chasing school uniforms and shoes for her children. The children at-
tend a tuition-free school, but they still need proper clothing to start 
the year with confidence. If you are able to help provide uniforms or 
school shoes, please get in touch. 
 

Your continued generosity makes a meaningful impact on local fami-
lies. Thank you for supporting our pantry and helping those in need. 

 

URGENT FOOD ITEMS 
 

Large & Regular Cans of Soup 
Canned Fruit 

Cereal (no Cheerios) 
Canned Vegetables 

Jelly 
Breakfast/Granola Bars 

Tuna 
Rice 

Pasta  
Pasta Sauce 

Beans—Black & Garbanzo 
Dried Beans, Lentils & Peas 

Ketchup/Mustard 

 

CARE ITEMS 
 

Shampoo 
Conditioner 

Women’s & Men’s Deodorant 
Women’s & Men’s Body Wash 

Toothbrushes 
All Purpose Cleaner 
Toilet Bowl Cleaner 



Page 7 OUR LADY OF REFUGE 



Page 8 OUR LADY OF REFUGE 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
is gearing up for a great year, starting September 7th! 

 

During the 11:30am Mass, children between the ages of 4 and 7 will be invited to 
join one of our Catechists in the Social Hall to hear the Word of God proclaimed in 

a way that is tailored to their age group.  
 

This is a great way to introduce your young children to Bible stories and to get 
them participating at Mass! 

 

Interested in joining the Children’s Liturgy team??  
 

Please contact the Religious Education Department.  
 

Resources provided and flexible scheduling! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

It’s not too late to register for Religious Education classes! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sessions begin on September 29th but registering early will help us get every-
thing in order to make it a great year!  

 

Questions?? Contact the Religious Education Office.  
 
 

Scan here with your  
phone camera to register 

 

Stephanie Gordon 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Director 
248.418.7242 

reolorcc.org 

 

Janet Boyk 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Secretary 

248.682.6381 

resecretaryolorcc.org 
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Attention 
 

We are excited to enhance our li-
turgical environment with fresh-
cut flowers each weekend and in-
vite you to contribute $50.00 or 
donate a bouquet of fresh flowers 
in memory of a loved one. Your 
generosity will be acknowledged in 
the bulletin with a note recogniz-
ing the person you are honoring. 

 

To participate, please complete the form availa-
ble on the shelf in the gathering space. Then, 
place the form in an envelope and either drop it 
in the collection basket or deliver it to the Parish 
Office. 

 

Thank you for your consideration and support. 

 

We are Pro-Life,  
Pro- Woman, 
Pro- Family! 

 

Do you have a passion for protecting the Unborn, 
the women who bore them & their  families?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come join parishioners to pray in front of the 
“women's clinic” in West Bloomfield @ 10:00am.  
The address is 6765 Orchard Lake Road, West 
Bloomfield.  Park in the Stage Deli parking lot.  
 

We will be praying the rosary on the first Satur-
day of every month. 
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Pray for the men 
and women who 

serve in our 
Armed Forces 

 

“Dear Lord Jesus 
and Mary, Moth-
er of God, hold 
all these brave 

souls in the palm 
of your hand; 

comfort them and 
their families.  
Send angels of 
protection, love 

and comfort to all 
the service men 
and women still 

at war, bring 
them home safely 
and comfort their 
families.  We ask 

this through 
Christ Our Lord, 

Amen.” 

Rev. P. Nowak-Army (Chaplain) 
Clare Bizer-Coast Guard 

Eugene Bizer-Coast Guard 
Christopher Bowman-Coast Guard 

Daniel Culbertson-Navy 
Nicholas Harbaugh-Marines 

Shane Kelly-Air Force 
Harrison Lamar-Navy 

Gunnar Ottman-National Guard 
Michael Pinto-Air Force 
Jake Ramirez-Marines 

Please contact Cora 
Armitage at 248-736-6228 
to add or remove a name. 



A CLEAR REFLECTION OF QUALITY

g l a s s
www.reidglass.com 

Phone: (248) 353.5770 • Fax: (248) 353.0678
22223  Telegraph Road • Southfield, MI 48033
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$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
 

 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

THE ORIGINALTHE ORIGINAL

Budget Tree ServiceBudget Tree Service
*Not affiliated with any other budget tree service

Tree & Shrub Removal • Lot Clearings
Tree & Shrub Trimming • Storm Damage • Firewood

	 FREE ESTIMATES		 FREE ESTIMATES	 800-964-7785800-964-7785
24 Hour Emergency Service • *ASK FOR AXEL OR ERIC

30% OFF 30% OFF For Seniors
with coupon • Limit 1  coupon per job • Limited time offer on coupon

Over 20 Years Experience • Licensed & Fully Insured

LET’S GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish! 

CONTACT ME  
Dom DiPasqua

ddipasqua@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6637

LAMPHERE’S
TREE SERVICE

Complete Tree & Stump Removal

24 Hr. Emergency Service

Trimming • Fully Ins.

Member St. Perpetua

248-673-8536
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1996!

Brick Paving Design & Installation 
Construction • Remodeling • Renovations  

LICENSED

248.230.1600 
creativedesignbuildgroup.com

	 Homeowner Helper
	 Handyman Services
	 Services from A to Z

•	Carpentry	 •	ALL Indoor-Outdoor
•	Plumbing		  Services & Repairs
•	Electrical	 •	Concrete
•	Landscape	 •	Skid Steer Work

(248) 505-3685
License & Insured

Interior & Exterior
Residential Painting

248-895-3687
Integra3687@gmail.com

IntegraRenovations.com

BAY POINTE GOLF CLUB

248-360-0600
NOW BOOKING
SCHEDULE A TOUR
TIMELESS CELEBRATIONS IN

AN UNFORGETTABLE SETTING

WEDDING | SOCIAL | CORPORATE | SHOWERS | EVENTS

(248) 303-9786
God Bless You

We are dedicated to delivering exceptional care tailored 
to meet the unique needs of individuals and families.

Stephen S. Yono, CFP®, CEPA®
Financial Advisor
160 W Commerce Rd
Commerce Township, MI 48382
248-716-3397
stephen.yono@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/stephen-yono

Member SIPC

401(k) Rollovers • Wealth Strategies • Retirement Planning
Business Retirement Plans • Life Insurance & Annuities
College Savings • Intergenerational Planning • Estate & Legacy Strategies
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		 SPENCERSPENCER
	 ROOFING	 ROOFING

1748 Traditional Dr, Ste B. 1748 Traditional Dr, Ste B. 
Walled Lake, MIWalled Lake, MI

248-926-5800248-926-5800

Religious Jewelry • Diamonds • Custom Jewelry

7716 Cooley Lake Rd • Waterford
248.363.1597• www.ronniesjewelry.com
We Buy Gold, Bullion, Watches, Coins & Jewelry

30% OFF WITH COUPON

Jewelry & Loans
ESTABLISHED 1972

Project Manager

313-736-6335
313-REMODEL

DinvernoRemodeling.com

FREE ESTIMATES

JEREMY DINVERNOJEREMY DINVERNO

OVER 53 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
state licensed ★ bonded ★ insured

The Proof is in
Our Results 

Locally owned and operated

248-563-9387 
cornerstoneroofingmi.com

@DEKALASHWESTBLOOMFIELD

248-686-2326

Instagram:
7092 ORCHARD LAKE RD, 
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48322

Do you need a 
caregiver?
Call The Helpers at:

248-494-3316

www.thehelpersllc.com

McCabe Funeral Home
One Name...One Family...Over 128 Years

www.McCabeFuneralHome.com

	 FARMINGTON HILLS	 CANTON
	31950 W. Twelve Mile Rd.	 851 North Canton Center Rd.
	 (248) 553-0120	 (734) 981-4530

Private Duty  
care in  

Oakland County.

We accept long-term care insurance
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Visit us at www.assurecareinc.com

313-563-0226
assurantcare@yahoo.com

RICK BARTUS
Parish Member 

Connecting People with Homes

248-909-4848 
bartus@comcast.net

“One of the largest and finest Family Owned 
funeral homes in Oakland County.”

SIMPSON - MODETZ
FUNERAL HOME

5630 PONTIAC LAKE RD
WATERFORD, MI 48327

(Between Airport  
& Crescent Lake Roads)

(248) 674-4181

Serving Seniors in Macomb, 
Oakland & Wayne County

DENISE ALEARDI
Senior Housing Solution Expert 

734-788-3000

Injured? We’re Here to Help.
All types of Accidents & 

Medical Malpractice Cases
Trusted by Attorneys

and Judges.

Faith-driven values.
Proven results.

Serving Southeast Michigan.

 248-CALL-BOB
GreatMiAttorneys.com

248-926-0250
9440 Elizabeth Lake Road

White Lake MI 48386


