Family Funeral Resources 
Intercessions Template
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The prayers below are intended to be a starting point.  You may simply add the name of the deceased as indicated or start from scratch! Pay attention to the standard format, which has a helpful cadence. 
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[bookmark: _3znysh7]After the homily, the presider will ask the reader of the intercessions to come forward. The reader should make a deep bow from the waist towards the altar before crossing to the lectern. Once the reader is in place at the cantor stand, the presider will say an introductory prayer.  Following the introductory prayer, the reader begins … 

1. For N., who received the light of Christ in baptism. Scatter the darkness, lead him/her gently over the waters of death, and welcome him/her into the halls of the heavenly banquet, we pray to the Lord. R./ Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. For N.’s family and friends who seek comfort and consolation. Heal their pain and dispel the darkness and doubt that come from grief and anger.  We pray especially for those who cannot be with us today, we pray to the Lord. R.

3. For our sick relatives and friends, especially ______________________, and _______________________, and for all who seek healing in their lives. For health care workers and first responders, we pray to the Lord. R.

4. For our deceased relatives and friends especially ________________________, and ___________________________, that they may receive the reward of their goodness, we pray to the Lord. R.

5. For all who die by violence, war, and famine, that they may be gathered into the eternal kingdom of peace, we pray to the Lord. R.

When the reader has finished, the presider will say a concluding prayer. 
The reader should stay at the microphone until the presider is done. then 
reverence the altar again before returning to their seat.
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