November 30th, 2025

Welcome to
Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Rev. Matthew D. Stanley | Parochial Vicars: Rev. Michael Gazzingan & Rev. Johannes Busch
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N\ First Sunday of Advent
: )’\ o ‘As it was in the days of Noah’
SUNDAY MASS
St. William Church Saturday (Vigil) at 4:00pm, Sunday at 9:00am, 11:00am, & 5:00pm
St. Nicholas Church Sunday at 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm & 5:00pm (French)

LIVESTREAM MASS Sunday at 11:00am - https://snswparish.org
DRIVE UP AND PARK COMMUNION St. William - Sunday from 12:15 to 12:30pm

CONFESSIONS
St. Nicholas Church Saturday from 2:30pm to 3:30pm & Wednesday from 6:00pm to 6:55pm

DAILY MASS
St. Nicholas Church Monday - Saturday at 8:00am, Monday - Friday at 12:10pm, & Wednesdays 7:00pm
St. Nicholas Church is open for prayer & reflection Monday - Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm

ADORATION
St. Nicholas Church Thursday 8:30am to 12:00pm & Wednesday 6:00pm to 6:50pm

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
St. Nicholas Church First Saturday of the month during 8:00am Mass

PASTORAL CARE
If you are in need of Anointing of the Sick, Confession, or Holy Communion, call the Parish Office for assistance

PARISH OFFICE 473 LINCOLN AVE., LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 PHONE (650) 948 - 2158
St. Nicholas Church 473 Lincoln Ave & St. William Church 611 S. El Monte Ave Website: snswparish.org



Reflection by Fr. Michael Gazzingan

Happy New Year!

No, I'm not confused - it’s the First Sunday of Advent, which means we begin a new liturgical year. The Church,
unlike the world, doesn’t wait for fireworks and party hats. We begin our new year not with champagne, but with
candles, prayer, and - let’s be honest - probably some leftover turkey from Thanksgiving!

Now, Advent is a beautiful and meaningful season. The word “Advent” comes from the Latin adventus, meaning
“coming” or “arrival.” It’s a time when we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ; first, as a baby in Bethlehem,
and second, for His return in glory at the end of time. So yes, it’s both about Christmas past and heavenly future and
in between those two comings, it’s about Christ coming to us now, in our daily lives.

Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel from Matthew, “Stay awake, for you do not know on which day your Lord will
come.” That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t take naps, it means be spiritually awake! Be ready! Because when God
shows up, we don’t want to be too busy checking our phones or finishing leftovers to notice Him.

You see, Advent is not just about putting up decorations or making a gift list - though I'm sure Amazon already
knows what you want. It’s about preparing the inn of our hearts so that when Jesus comes, He doesn’t find a “No
Vacancy” sign. Let’s get rid of bitterness, hatred, jealousy, selfishness, envy etc - so that there’s room for joy, peace,
and love.

Just four days ago, many of us gathered around a table loaded with food, turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, and maybe
for Filipinos like me some adobo and lumpia. Thanksgiving is about gratitude and that’s exactly where Advent
begins. Because when we’re grateful for what God has already given us, we become more ready to receive what He’s
about to give us through that baby in the manger.

Think of this, Thanksgiving fills our stomachs, but Advent fills our souls. Thanksgiving reminds us to be thankful
for what we have; Advent reminds us to be hopeful for what’s coming. Both are about opening our hearts - to God
and to one another.

So as we light the first purple candle on the Advent wreath - the candle of Hope - let’s remember that this season is
not meant to rush us, but to ready us. It’s a time to slow down, to pray, to forgive, to look for Christ not only in the
manger; but in our neighbor, our family, our community.



Children’s Faith Formation Mass -

Sunday, December 7 at the 9:00 am Mass - St. William Church
These monthly Masses are geared toward families with younger
children. We are encouraging our young people to volunteer to
serve as Liturgical Ministers, especially at these Masses. Please

encourage your family members and friends to get involved.

Christmas Poinsettias & Flowers

We need your help in making our worship spaces look beautiful
for the Christmas season. Won’t you consider donating a
poinsettia plant in remembrance of a loved one or just as a gift
from you? Special Christmas Flower Envelopes are available in
the narthex. All your gifts will be greatly appreciated.

Advent Penance Liturgy & Confessions

December 17 at 7:00pm - St. William Church

Advent is a time of preparation, when we prepare to celebrate the mystery of our
Lord’s coming as one like us, the beginning of our redemption. Advent also moves
us to look forward with renewed hope to the second coming of Christ, when
God’s plan of salvation will be brought to fulfillment. This service of penance and
conversion is meant to make us ready in mind and in heart for the coming of
Christ, which we are soon to celebrate in the Solemnity of Christmas.

DIOCESE OF SAN JOSE
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Get your 2025 Little Blue Books!

Prepare your heart this Advent and Christmas season with the Little Blue Book —
The Little Blue Book a beloved companion offering daily gospel reflections that are simple, inspiring,

e o and deeply meaningful.
Each short reflection helps you take a few quiet moments with God each day,
'% opening your heart to peace and renewal during this sacred season.
!5.‘ ;.ﬁm Advent begins Sunday, November 30, and the Christmas season continues
Little Books through Sunday, January 11.

Little Blue Books will be available in the vestibule (back of the Church).

Request Mass Intentions on-line. Visit @)
our website snswparish.org or scan
our QR code, Once you submit the

online request, it will be reviewed by -

a staff member, and receive a éji'f'-
confirmation email.

If you would like to purchase Mass Intentions
with cash or check, please call 650 948 2158
or come into the office
Monday through Friday 9-5.

The Gospel of St. Matthew - Cycle A

As we begin this new liturgical year, our Sunday readings are from the Gospel of
St. Matthew. In the second century A.D., the Gospel of Matthew was placed at
the very beginning of the New Testament. It was believed to be the first Gospel
written, though we now know that the Gospel of Mark dates earlier. Because it is
the Gospel most intensely concerned with issues related to Judaism, it
¥ provides an appropriate transition from the Old Testament to the New
' Testament in the Christian Bible. Matthew became the most important of all
] t Gospel texts for first- and second-century Christians because it contains all the
1 elements important to the early church: the story about Jesus’s miraculous
' m| I conception; an explanation of the importance of liturgy, law, discipleship, and

i ,', teaching; and an account of Jesus’s life and death. The Gospel of Matthew has
“* long been considered the most important of the four Gospels.

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation
On Monday, December 8, the Church invites all Catholics to gather to
celebrate the Eucharist in praise of the goodness of God who
preserved Mary, the Mother of Jesus, from Original Sin at the first
moment of her conception. Our Mass schedule is as follows: Monday,
December 8 at 8:00am & 12:10pm (St. Nicholas Church)
and 7:00pm (St. William Church).

An Investment in Your Parish
For many years, our Catholic parishes & schools have benefited from the charitable gifts of appreciated
property from many good and generous people. Year-end giving becomes an important consideration for many
people in these last weeks of the year 2025. The knowledge that your gifts are assisting and advancing the
mission of the Catholic Church can bring about tremendous good in our world. If you are able to make a gift of
appreciated stock, properties, or cash, while reducing your tax liability,
please contact Lidia (lidia.fiandeiro@dsj.org) or (650) 948.2158.
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GI%INGTUESDAY

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

On Giving Tuesday, millions of people around §
the world use their power of radical generosnty i
to change the world. They volunteer at
homeless shelters, organize food drives, fill
their community fridges, donate to mutual aid
funds, and spread messages of solidarity and
hope.

You can show your generosity in a variety of
ways during Giving Tuesday - whether it’s .
donating funds, participating in a new ministry, g

volunteering, or praying, every act of e 1 1 : We'tome together
generosity and kindness counts! Join us online B, hOIV mght Of prayer to honor your feelings

as we gat:er together to raise fungs, support for-thoSe-Who grieve and to accompany
our parishes and ministries, and share our g »

£aith of Giving Tussday. loss, feel blue or : you in this
https://tinyurl.com/snsw-giving-tues-2025 wempty this. time of sorrow

holiday season

Finally, a faith-based
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NAME SHALL BE

mental health program EEri S WP . . SHARE IN THE

for our teens e aAMs  JOY, PEACE,
(includes separate parent class too) ‘QHRISTMAS - ? =2 AND HOPE OF

We are grateful to be offering CONCERT ADVENT AS
this program for L WE PREPARE
eight Thursday nights COMING THROUGH HMUSIC AND SONG FOR THE
starting Jan. 8. 2026 DECEMBER 14 b 2:00 PM
9 d . e BIRTH OF
Sign up or learn ;
more about this OUR PARISH MUSIC MINISTRY AND OUR LORD!
OUR ST. NICHOLAS SCHOOL CHOIR
program on our
website We are seeking volunteers to serve in our
g’ Funeral Ministry and to be Wedding
L5 Coordinators. Volunteers assist with
e funeral/wedding set-up, support during the
Mass, and serve as Sacristans if needed.

This is a meaningful way to offer comfort and
service to families in their time of need and
- : . also Couples on their Wedding Day. Diocesan
. : % guidelines must be met. If you feel called to
Join us! serve, please contact Michael Sternhagen @
650 948 2158 x2204




Saint Nicholas
and Salnt William

A time of Purification and

o e . — @ St. Nicholas
Anticipation... 1, e
==} '. 473 Lincoln A
December 9,10 and 11 -; Los Altos

Morning Schedule:
8:00am Mass ’ .%
8:30am Mission Talk (abbreviated)

9:00am Reception and fellowship
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Deacon Dominick Peloso

Evening Schedule:
Tues, Dec 9 & Thurs, Dec 11

6:15pm Confessions
6:15pm Reception and fellowship
7:00pm Mission Talk

Wed, Dec 10

6:00pm Confessions and Adoration
7:00pm Mass

7:30pm Mission Talk

8:30pm Reception and Fellowship

Event is FREE!

Register at: :
www.tinyu rl.com!advent—mlssion-zozs

Deacon Dominick Peloso was born in Hilo, Hawail. He spent ten years in seminary studies for the Diocese of Honolulu. He
holds a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and master’s in public administration. He served 31 years with the Menlo Park Police

Department. He was ordained a permanent deacon in 1999 for the Archdiocese of San Francisco and currently serves at
Nativity Church and as Director of Vallombrosa Catholic Retreat Center. He has been married for nearly 52 years to Mary
Ellen. They are blessed with three married children and 11 grandchildren.

For question, contact Lidia: 650-948-2158 ext 2202 or stnicholas@dsj.org



Mass with Bishop Cantu

concelebrated with our parish priests

Followed by a Gluhwein celebration

Saturday, December 20

Anticipated Mass 4:30PM - St. Nicholas

(Note: Regular 4PM Mass at St. William will be cancelled on December 20)




Society of St. Vincent de Pau

St. Vincent DePaul Collection Annual Report
St. Vincent de Paul reminds us, “We must love
our neighbor as being made in the image of
God and as an object of His love.” Over the last
fiscal year, the St. Vincent de Paul Society - St.
Athanasius Conference, distributed your
financial gifts ($24,037) as follows: Housing
Assistance ($18,466); Utilities ($8,736);
Transportation ($5,813); Other ($6,425); The
goal of the St. Vincent de Paul Society is to
offer tangible assistance to those in need on a
person-to-person basis and to offer spiritual
services. People who have nowhere else to
turn come to our doors seeking assistance
with utility bills, overnight shelter, food, and
other needs. Thank you for your generosity.

Stewardship Thought for the Week
On this first Sunday of Advent, Jesus urges
his disciples to stay awake and prepare
themselves for the Lord’s coming. Good
stewards prepare themselves and await
Christ’s judgment in joyous expectation. This
attitude requires genuine spiritual maturity, of
course; the kind that is cultivated by prayer,
participation in the sacraments, loving
attention to family and one’s communion of
faith, and love for one’s neighbor. Are we
prepared for the Lord’s second coming? Are
we ready to receive Christ? Are we ready to
look joyously for Christ’s judgment?

Altar Server Training

DECEMBER 2 | 6:30-8PM | ST. WILLIAM CHURCH

Christ is calling. Will you answer and serve?

All altar servers — new
and experienced — are
invited to this training

'f_Nlchola__s 473 Llnt_:oln Ave, Los Art_gs_
Sun, December 7: 8am-12pm

St William 611 S. EI Monte, Los Altos

Sat, December 13: 4pm-6pm

our Edge middle school
ministry. Dinner will be
provided!

.. and refresher, which will
' I be held together with
= ]

St FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
»  Michaelsternhagen@dsj.org
x (650) 948-2158 x 2204




Faith Formation and Youth Ministry  aeistatian is atit

Catechesis of the Chners e / Edge 6th to 8th OPEN BNIINE
Good Shepherd = O iiation  Tuesdays 6:30 to 8:00pm Confirmation 7th to 12th
Faith Fg::,i{f:ﬁfst to5th /tol8yearsold Decen:'ber 2,9,16 2"%and 4™ Su ndays
Sundays 10 to 11 am 9tollam Intersectllon 9th FO 12th 12:00 noon to 1:30pm,
December 7 & 14 December 6 SURGays 6,00 to £:20 Bin December 7
in St. William Hall in Teen Center downstairs at St. William . Teg gﬁgﬂ?ﬂiﬁizai t:.]ﬁuiam in Teen Center downstairs at St, William
Young Adult Wednesdays . EDGE Night with maybe
Diving into the Nicene Creed the world’s largest pizzas! |

at social with Steve Terlizzi . , - L

- v
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Saint Nicholas and o
Saint William Parish b
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) SNSW YOUNG ADULTS
' GET CONNECTED
-~ Join Us Weekly!
Wednesdays @ St. Nicholas Church ; Chrls.tr_nas
Adoration & Confession: 6-7 PM 3 Nativity
Mass: 7 PM ~
Talk/ Social : 7:30 PM
_ i Calling all Angels, Shepherds, Wisemen
Add us on Instagram Join our Wattsapp! N and Barn Animals to our Annual Pageant
F Join us Christmas Eve at the 4 pm mass.
3 Rehearsal Thurs., Dec. 18 at 4 to 5:30 pm.

Sign up online by December 8 to ensure
we have a costume for your children.




ST. NICHOLAS *§* CATHOLIC SCHOOL

St. Nicholas Catholic School students are Christlike
Citizens, Community Leaders, and Critical Thinkers
who actively live out their faith and are prepared to
succeed in the future. Schedule a tour today and
discover how your child can grow in knowledge,
character, and faith in a welcoming and supportive
environment.

Apply Now
For

2026/2027

Schedule A Tour Today %::;E

In-Parish Tuition Discount Available Eﬁﬁ%

CHURCH ENVIRONMENTHELP

With Christmas approaching, we’re looking for extra
hands to help our Environment Team prepare our
churches for the season. There’s plenty to do—changing
4 banners, tending to our flowers, washing linens, and
-1 helping decorate the churches for Christmas— even a little
| help makes a big difference!

il If you’d like to pitch in, please contact our parish
1] office. Thank you for helping keep our churches beautiful
| as we prepare to welcome the Lord this Christmas.




Sunday, November 30th

1st Sunday of Advent

8:00 am (SN) T Jim Downey by Loving Family
* Mary Alice Shea by Loving Family

9:00 am (SW) * Gertrud M. Kraenkel Novena by Loving

Family

10:00 am (SN) * Andrew Kruep by Randall & Donna
Kruep & family

T Anne Rullo by Loving Family

11:00 am (SW) People of the Parish

12:00 pm (SN) * Mary Sullivan by Cremer Family
5:00 pm (SW) Madeleine Fackler (Health) by Eileen
Gann

5:00 pm (SN) French Mass

Monday, December 1st Advent Weekday

8:00 am (SN) * Leona Hartland by Carol Hartland
Alister Sharp (Intention) by Loving Family

12:10 pm (SN) * Guenter Josef Engels by Loving
Daughter

t Kerry Swanson by Friend

Tuesday, December 2nd Advent Weekday

8:00 am (SN) * Helen Hennig by Hennig Family
Joseph Tensuan (Birthday) by Shabe Family
12:10 pm (SN) * Cessie & Pete Wismann by Loving
Daughters

Wednesday, December 3rd St. Francis Xavier

8:00 am (SN) * Helen Thompson by Jo Anne

12:10 pm (SN) Micaela Elizabeth Raygada (Birthday)
by Gissela Barreda

Thursday, December 4" St. John Damascene
8:00 am (SN) * Peter Montgomery

12:10 pm (SN)For the souls of all the faithful departed

Friday, December 5th Advent Weekday

8:00 am (SN) * Rosemary Hennig by Hennig Family
12:10 pm (SN) Buzz Almon (Birthday) by Cremer
Family

Saturday, December 6th St. Nicholas

8:00 am - Feast of St. Nicholas Mass (SN) Norman
Ajlouny (Intention) by David and Christina Meza

* Raymond Hiznay by Loving Family

4:00 pm - Anticipated Mass (SW) t Alyssa Wiley by
Loving Family

t Barbara Thompson

Readings for the week of November 30, 2025

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 13:11-
14/Mt 24:37-44

Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt
8:5-11

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt
15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt
7:21, 24-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt
9:35—10:1, ba, 6-8

Stewards hip
Stewardship Report: Oct 26, 2025
Actuals Budget Variance
Basket, Mailed-In & Online
Giving: Oct 20-26, 2025 $25,712.50 $24,931.51 $780.99
YTD (as of Oct 26, 2025) $403,928.74 $423,273.97 ($19,345.23)
% of budget YTD 95.4%
Thank you for your continued generosity!
Thank you
December 7, 2025

Second Sunday of Advent

Saturday - (Anticipated)
(SW) 4:00pm - Fr. Gazzingan
Sunday Masses
(SN) 8:00am - Fr. Warwick
(SW) 9:00am - Fr. Gazzingan
(SN) 10:00am - Fr. Stanley
(SW) 11:00am - Fr. Gazzingan
(SW) 12:00pm - Fr. Stanley
(SN) 5:00pm - TBD (French)
(SW) 5:00pm - Fr. Stanley

The presider schedule is subject to change without notice.
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° { CAREGIVERS
g ( ' CO mm |t me I'It ° Los Altos Based Agency
! y (Serving Santa Clara & San Mateo Counties)
e You can rely on Edward Jones for

) one-on-one attention, our quality-

focused investment philosophy and

' straight talk about your financial needs.

= j B ¥ Home Care Services

for
Elderly and Disabled
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Los Altos Family Real Estate Since the 1980's Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC® b
. . Financial Advisor - Parishioner ¢
Three Generations of Parishoners 3395 San Antonio Road, Suite 1B
Los Altos, CA 94022 /]
#1 Realtors at Golden Gate Sotheby'’s - 650-948.4886 . .
- cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com www.starlightcaregivers.com
650-917-2433 | gary@campi.com | www.campi.com | § www.edwardjones.com 650-600-8108
wn
CADRE | & Edward Jones Cindy Pratte-Giebler
[R = #oos003n | = wakine sense oF mvestive | Office Manager - Parishioner

Time is Running Out!

Donate by December 315 and

INTERO

St. Vincent de Paul of Santa Clara County.

Work with who you NC L/ Help Us Help Oth
like and trust, i THOMAS m_svdp.osfmnow I
i 2y Prmeing & Heaming = :
work with Wemyss. ' LUTIBING | ﬁ o I“il - g
ZYEARWAR.RANTY ON SERV'ICE&REPAIR Foewr s Seats
Service you can have faith in. || - Full Service and Repair = NN —

« Water Heater Sales & Service _9_. ADT-Monitored Home Security
+ Back flow Testing & Certification | =5 Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust
Los Altos « Mountain View « Sunnyvale

(650) 321-1247 | (408) 736-3050
ST CONTRS LIC 356040

Second generation Parishioner
St. Nicholas School Alumnus
Los Altos Rotarian
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DURAMAX PAINTING
- -8 N with purchase
J ohnOI-:}amx/l}f;:le/:?;::t Contact us for a FREE estimate! % ﬁ of this space
§%$¥} ner = r 408-687-1346 | duramaxpaintingllc @ gmail.com [x] .
‘,3 1574 Country Club Dr.
Los Altos, CA 94024 We are a premier painting contractor with over
HAMMERS CHMIDT T 650.948.4200 19 years of experience & proud of our reputation. 800-950-9952
CONSTRUCTION o - » .
C 630.444.5197 LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS Diduck and

License 1716400 john@hammerschmidtinc.com

REsSIDENTIAL DESIGN + BUiLD
www.hammerschmidtinc.com

Place Your Ad Here McCrone

H | Certified Public Accountants
. d Su p pO rt Our Pari Sh . Your Parish Source for Accounting

. & Income Tax Service
CONTACT ME Jose Altamirano 650.948.7180
marlene @diduckcpa.com
jaltamirano@4LPi.com e (800) 950-9952 x2118 ||L_145 S hntonio ki Ste 214 _Les Aes
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@- ) 0I|tega & sOn 8l ' Ambulance/Police $19 fmo. CCI|IfOFﬂICI

+ Family/Friends
LANDSCAPING INC. v GPS & Fall Alert

Yard Clean-Up - DESTA G DESTA- CALL NOW!
Paver Work 800.809. 3570
=g= = He|ping you grow, & md- medalertcom )
Al‘t_lfll:lal Grass ’ - = i'-. v %| catholicMatch.com/CA
Maintenance protect, and manage
ortega.jose5@gmail.com your wealth with Jen Komo Paulson gpreng
Serving Los Altos since 1996. confidence. REALTOR® | DRE 01221390 - :
Call for more information and 650.996.7147 L0 = LS
a free estimate. ) " . q
20370 Town Center Lane, Suite 254 | Cupertino, CA 95014 3 Generations at St. Nicholas School
408.227.2700 | pestaandpesta. . o fp .
esiaandbesta.com St. Nicholas Parishioner since 1972
Investment Advisory services offered through CWM, LLC an SEC i B B .
350_722_9685 Rggistered \nv\gstr;yem r/\dewsor. Fror a rC(;ngﬂprehensw\/e review of jen@sereno'com Top 1% of Realtors_m California
your personal situation, always consult with a tax or legal advisor. JenPaulson.com (e m 2075 e b R e iy Sl oV i

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 ® www.4lpi.com St. Nicholas Church, Los Altos, CA A 4C 05-4258



