December 14, 2025

Welcome to
Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Rev. Matthew D. Stanley | Parochial Vicar: Rev. Michael Gazzingan
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SUNDAY MASS
St. William Church Saturday (Vigil) at 4:00pm, Sunday at 9:00am, 11:00am, & 5:00pm
St. Nicholas Church Sunday at 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm & 5:00pm (French)
LIVESTREAM MASS Sunday at 11:00am - https://snswparish.org
DRIVE UP AND PARK COMMUNION St. William - Sunday from 12:15 to 12:30pm

CONFESSIONS
St. Nicholas Church Saturday from 2:30pm to 3:30pm & Wednesday from 6:00pm to 6:55pm

DAILY MASS
St. Nicholas Church Monday - Saturday at 8:00am, Monday - Friday at 12:10pm, & Wednesdays 7:00pm
St. Nicholas Church is open for prayer & reflection Monday - Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm

ADORATION
St. Nicholas Church Thursday 8:30am to 12:00pm & Wednesday 6:00pm to 6:50pm

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
St. Nicholas Church First Saturday of the month during 8:00am Mass

PASTORAL CARE
If you are in need of Anointing of the Sick, Confession, or Holy Communion, call the Parish Office for assistance

PARISH OFFICE 473 LINCOLN AVE., LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 PHONE (650) 948 - 2158
St. Nicholas Church 473 Lincoln Ave St. William Church 611 S. El Monte Ave  Website: snswparish.org



Reflection by Catherine Campbell

THE SANCTUARY YOUTH SERIES

In today's Gospel we hear Jesus tell his disciples to "Go and tell John what you hear and see:
the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them."

We know not all who were blind could see again, Lazarus died again and yet we know God is still
with us through it all. He settles our ways, directs us and while we may not receive the miracle we
hope for, he guides us all on our own journeys to him.

Our parish has been blessed that our Mental Health Ministry presented the Sanctuary for
Catholic program for adults which many of our parishioners attend. Recently the Sanctuary folks
created a new series designed for youth due to the urgent need. We have already shown films
such as LIKE to Anxious Nation that focused on the challenges our youth face, sometimes on a
daily basis, but now we are grateful to be able to share with you the faith-based Sanctuary Youth
Series starting on January 8 for eight Thursday nights through March.

This series is designed to raise awareness and reduce stigma by starting conversations about
mental health in youth ministry settings. By the end of this series, young people will have:
o Increased their mental health literacy;
o Reduced social and self stigma surrounding mental illnesses;
Learned how to care for their own mental health;
Developed positive attitudes towards help-seeking;
Cultivated a greater understanding of God and explored what it looks like to follow God in
seasons of flourishing and languishing mental health; and
o Engaged in spiritual practices of companionship.
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Sanctuary Youth Series is for young people with questions about mental health and mental
health challenges; living with mental health challenges; supporting family and friends with
mental health challenges; leaders who want to engage their students in conversations about
mental health, mental health challenges, and faith; and parents who would like to join will be
welcome to join a separate, parallel session with any adult leaders. Our target demographic is
youth ages eleven to fifteen years old, but can go up to those in their senior year.

Our youth will gather for this series in our Teen Center while any parents & teachers can join the
parent/adult group up in the hall. We met with our youth, walked through a session at
Intersection and Edge and | learned that while they all have a knowledge of the term mental
health, they have not had a chance to dive into it or look at it through our faith foundation.

The more we talk about mental health, the more we are ready to walk through any upcoming
challenges we may have and understand others. Truly, these are tools we all want our children to
have as they grow and mature. | invite all our families to consider this important series, to learn
more about it online and to register on our website. Please contact me at
catherine.campbell@dsj.com if you have any questions about this much needed program.



“FOR TO US A
CHILD WILL

NAME SHALL BE
CALLED PRINCE
OF PEACE.”
(ISAIAH 9:6)

SPHRISTMAS
CONCERT

JOIN US AS WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS
TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
AND ANTICIPATE THE JOY OF HIS
COMING THROUGH MUSIC AND SONG

ST. WILLIAM

DECEMBER 14 CHURCH

2:00 PM

B FEATURING:

OUR PARISH MUSIC MINISTRY AND
OUR ST. NICHOLAS SCHOOL CHOIR

COME SHARE IN THE HOPE, PEACE, AND
JOYFUL EXPECTATION OF ADVENT

"Rejoice: The Lord is nigh." As Christmas
draws near, the Church emphasizes the joy
which should be in our hearts over all that

the birth of our Savior means for us. The

great joy of Christians is to see the day
drawing nigh when the Lord will come again
in His glory to lead them into His kingdom.
The oft-repeated Veni ("Come") of Advent is
an echo not only of the prophets but also of
the conclusion of the Apocalypse of St.
John: "Come, Lord Jesus," the last words of
the New Testament. The Third Sunday of
Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday. The
term Gaudete refers to the first word of the
Entrance Antiphon, "Rejoice." Rose
vestments are worn to emphasize our joy
that Christmas is near, and we also light the
rose candle on our Advent wreath.




Mass with Bishop Cantu

concelebrated with our parish priests

Followed by a Gluhwein celebration
Saturday, December 20

Anticipated Mass 4:30PM - St. Nicholas

(Note: Regular 4PM Mass at St. William will be cancelled on December 20)

Event is FREE, but please RSVP so we can plan the right amount of food:
https://tinyurl.com/snsw-gluhwein2025

Questions? Contact us at: stnicholas@dsj.org



_ Advent Penance Liturgy & Confessions

Aont ez December 17 at 7:00pm - St. William Church

Advent is a time of preparation, when we prepare to celebrate the mystery of our
Lord’s coming as one like us, the beginning of our redemption. Advent also moves
us to look forward with renewed hope to the second coming of Christ, when
God’s plan of salvation will be brought to fulfillment. This service of penance and
conversion is meant to make us ready in mind and in heart for the coming of

“% Christ, which we are soon to celebrate in the Solemnity of Christmas.

Christmas Poinsettias & Flowers

We need your help in making our worship spaces look
beautiful for the Christmas season. Won’t you consider
donating a poinsettia plant in remembrance of a loved
one or just as a gift from you? Special Christmas
Flower Envelopes are available in the narthex.

All your gifts will be greatly appreciated.

This Sunday, December 14 at the 9am Mass, we will have the
Celebration of the Rite for Entrance into the Catechumenate. “It is
desirable that either the entire Christian community or some part of it
consisting of friends, relatives, catechists and Priests, should take an
active part in the celebration.” N.49

This will be our first time meeting the children with whom we will
journey on the road toward the Easter Sacraments.

[ H[vg SEME CHILDREN UNDER 9 AGE - FREE
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ALTAR SERVERS FREE - MUST
BRING PHOTO OF THEM WEARING
LITURGICAL VESTITURE

Retirement

Fund for P

Religious
Across the United States, hundreds of religious
communities lack financial resources sufficient
to meet the retirement and health-care needs of
aging members. Many elderly religious worked
for years for little to no pay, leaving a large gap
in retirement savings. At the same time, fewer
religious are able to serve in compensated
ministry.
Like many Americans, religious communities
face the monumental challenge of funding
eldercare. Today, retired religious outnumber
wage-earners by nearly three to one.
Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious

oL T30) Sllll' ‘l“l.' 25 202‘ Mg'ﬂ.ﬂ provides medications, nursing care, and other

SARTA CLABA ﬁﬁm F&“&% "~ necessities. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for

500 EL CAMINO REAL, SANTA CLARA, CA 95053 Religious helps these communities bridge the

www.dsj.org/basketbal gap, offering support for medications, nursing
care, and other necessities. Please be generous
in next Sunday’s second collection.




2025 Annual Stewardship Report to the Parish July 1, 2024 -
June 30, 2025

Thank all of you for your generous giving this past year. With your support, we
were able to share our faith and continue preaching the Gospel. We are pleased
to provide a stewardship report that reflects just a few of the countless
activities of our community of faith, including our financial operations for the
fiscal year 2024-2025.

ANNUAL

During this past year, we have been blessed by your positive and generous response as good stewards
of God’s gifts of your time, talent, and treasure. God freely gives the gifts that we receive. The Holy
Spirit calls us to use these gifts to support the Church's work through our involvement in parish life and
our commitment to serving others through the four pillars of Catholic stewardship: prayer, service,
formation, and hospitality.

As we look forward to 2026, we remain committed to supporting our excellent liturgies, faith formation
for all generations, parish ministries, and putting our faith into action. These good works help us achieve
our vision and live out our mission. For us to be successful, we need your continued generosity of time,
talent, and treasure. Our parish cannot do this holy work without each one of you working as God’s
good stewards.

We encourage you to review the entire report, which can be found on our parish web page
https://stnicholasandstwilliam.org

HELP DECORATE OUR CHURCHES!

With Christmas approaching, we’re looking
for extra hands to help our Environment Team
prepare our churches for the season. There’s
plenty to do—changing banners, tending to our
flowers, washing linens, and helping decorate
the churches for Christmas.

Join us to help prepare and decorate:
St. William on Monday, Dec 22, 9am-12pm,
St. Nicholas on Tuesday, Dec 23, 9am-12pm.

If you’d like to assist us, please contact our
parish office. Thank you for helping keep our
churches beautiful as we prepare to welcome
Baby Jesus this Christmas!

SEASON OF CHRISTMAS

N
? % Christmas Eve ~ Mass Schedule Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 24 Thursday, December 25
4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 9:00 pm (French) & 11:00 pm 8:00 am & 10:00 am
St. Nicholas Church St. Nicholas Church
4:00 pm (Christmas Pageant) & 6:00 pm 9:00 am & 11:00 am
St. William Church St. William Church
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Catholic Book & Gift Ministry
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St. Nicholas 473 Lincoln Ave, Los Altos
Sun, December 7: 8am-12pm

St. William 611 S. El Monte, Los Altos
Sat, December 13: 4pm-6pm
Sun, December 14: 9am-6pm

Bihles. Rosanies. Cuicijixes & Minaculous Medals

Finally, a faith-based
mental health program
for our teens

1ass 10«

{inciuges

We are grateful to be offering
this program for
eight Thursday nights
starting Jan. 8, 2026

Sign up or learn

more about this

program on our
website

We ‘i.‘rcrl'me together
to honeor your feelings
and to accompany
you in this
time of sorrow

% Joinusin
a holynightof prayer
for-thoSe-Who grieve
loss, feel blue.or
S empty this _
holiday seasoh

Please register here:

An Investment in Your Parish
For many years, our Catholic parishes & schools have benefited
from the charitable gifts of appreciated property from many good

and generous people. Year-end giving becomes an important

consideration for many people in these last weeks of the year
2025, The knowledge that your gifts are assisting and advancing
the mission of the Catholic Church can bring about tremendous
good in our world. If you are able to make a gift of appreciated

stock, properties, or cash, while reducing your tax liability,
please contact Lidia (lidia.fiandeiro@dsj.org)
or (650) 948.2158.

Attention Knitters and
Crocheters! Time to start making
baby items for our January
Outfitting Newborns Collection
for mothers in need. Collection
dates: Jan. 18-19, 2026 and Jan.
24-25, 2026. Size 0-6 month
knitted/crocheted items needed:
cotton hats, cotton hat and
bootie sets, and sweaters.
Contact Karen Shea-Daley,
650 823-9085 for more
information.
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Save Lives & Get 26 Chances to Win $500

We're wishing our donors a prosperous 2026! To give you a head start,
26 will win a special thank-you gift. Donate Jan. 5-Feb. 8 for 26
chances to win a $500 Rewards gift card, opt-in required!*

Saint Nicholas Saint William
Blood Drive

Sunday, January 25, 2026
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Saint Nicholas Parish Hall
473LincolnAve,LosAltos,CA94022

To schedule an appointment, go to www.vitalant.org
and enter Blood Drive Code: SNSW SCAN ME
or Scan QR Code

*Terms and condition apply; see

Find us @vitalant. @ o .@0 Vita |O nt“/



Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Regitbatin i il

Catechesis of the Ehteilen s Edge 6th to 8th
Good Shepherd ~ CAMISEEN S3CTAMENES  1654ays 6:30 to 8:00pm Conf’rmatlon 7th to 12th
3to 5 years old e orll December 16 20d and 4 Sund
Faith Formation 1st to 5th 7 to18yearsold Intersection 9th to 12th an undaays
Sundays 10 to 11 am 9 to11am e o 12:00 noon to 1:30pm,
December 14 Jan 10 Sundays 6:00 to 8:30 pm Jan11& 25
in St. William Hall in Teen Center downstairs at St. William o gggdenmgﬁsriiwmm in Teen Center downstairs at 5t. William
We probably will still .
have more costumes Chl"IStm dsS
available for our . .
Children’s NatIVIty
Nativity Pageant!
Pageant
Sign up online
for your young
children to be in the Calling all Angels, Shepherds, Wisemen

pageant and for your
older children “too big
for the pageant” to be

and Barn Animals to our Annual Pageant

readers! Join us Christmas Eve at the 4 pm mass.
X Rehearsal Thurs., Dec. 18 at 4 to 5:30 pm.
Rehearsal is Sign up online by December 8 to ensure

this Thursday! we have a costume for your children.

Happy Third Week
of Advent!

T
Saint Nicholas and =
1) Saint William Parish '
M
J

SNSW YOUNG ADULTS
GET CONNECTED

Join Us Weekly!

r—

41

Wednesdays @ St. Nicholas Church
Adoration & Confession: 6-7 PM
Mass: 7 PM
Talk/ Social : 7:30 PM

Wl

Add us on Instagram Join our Wattsapp!
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ST. NICHOLAS *§* CATHOLIC SCHOOL

St. Nicholas Catholic School students are Christlike
Citizens, Community Leaders, and Critical Thinkers
who actively live out their faith and are prepared to
succeed in the future. Schedule a tour today and
discover how your child can grow in knowledge,
character, and faith in a welcoming and supportive

environment.

Apply Now

For

2026/2027

Schedule A Tour Today E*ﬁ
S

In-Parish Tuition Discount Available

Thanks to everyone’s generosity, our drive
gathered 869 usable Christmas cards.
A special thanks to the 15 people who
helped write the cards to the prisoners.

At our Bridges to Community writing event
last Saturday, these volunteers were able
to write 325 cards to send to prisoners in
the San Francisco jails. We’ve completed
26% of the Archdiocesan goal - 325 of the

1,250 cards written to prisoners!

Cln_i[cb.u 'S
Hcle'mliﬂ-

Saturday, January 10
1 pmto 2:30 pm
St. William Church

611 S. El Monte Blvd

Join us for a special Eucharistic
Adoration especially designed for
your children! We are excited to
welcome Fr. Anthony Mary
Pendergast from Children of Hope
to guide us through this special
adoration. This is the perfect way to
share Christ with your children.

L(l “( “'i[‘l‘ltl (erie lf- 'll
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Sunday, December 14th - 3rd Sunday of Advent
8:00 am (SN) For the Souls of the Faithful Departed
9:00 am (SW) * Gertrud M. Kraenkel Novena by
Loving Family; * Lorraine Battis by Loving Friends
10:00 am (SN) The Schenk Family (Intention); *
Larry Williams by The Garner Family

11:00 am (SW) People of the Parish

12:00 pm (SN) For the Souls of the Faithful
Departed

5:00 pm (SW) Julie Gunter (Birthday) by Self;
T Rustico Tensuan by Family

5:00 pm (SN) For the Souls of the Faithful Departed

Monday, December 15th - Advent Weekday
8:00 am (SN) For the Souls of the Faithful Departed
12:10 pm (SN) For the Souls of the Faithful Departed

Tuesday, December 16th - Advent Weekday

8:00 am (SN) * Mary and Erv Heckler by Kathleen
Heckler

12:10 pm (SN) T Rudy Tenes by MDS

Wednesday, December 17th - Advent Weekday
8:00 am (SN) * Lois Shabe by Family; * Uncle Otto
Schuster by Loving Family

12:10 pm (SN) Gerry Mendoza (Birthday) by

Andrews Family; Andres Gustavo Raygada (Birthday) |

by Gissela Barreda

Thursday, December 18th - Advent Weekday

8:00 am (SN) For the Souls of the Faithful Departed
12:10 pm (SN) * Patrick Formosa by Kathleen
Formosa

Friday, December 19th - Advent Weekday
8:00 am (SN) * Maria Paz Tensuan by Family
12:10 pm (SN) Stefan Fiandeiro (Intention) by
Loving Family

Saturday, December 20th - Advent Weekday
8:00 am (SN) For the Souls of the Faithful Departed
4:30 pm (SN)

2026 Calendars
Available NOW

@ St Nicholas & St William

Let us pray for B ._',_"_Beelts,smamd»
mmﬁmfwmmmmm
d Gorman, Pat Haley, Ramela Laptalo,

MMMMWOM
Klilenasﬂtwn.
Jesus - please be a continuous source of strength &
comfort for those in need.
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Readings for the week of December 14, 2025
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is
35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-
9/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,17-18, 19 and
23/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt
1:117
Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25
Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk
1:5-25
Saturday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Saturday - (Anticipated)
(SN) 4:30pm - Bishop Cantu
Sunday Masses
(SN) 8:00am - Fr. Stanley
(SW) 9:00am - Fr. Gazzingan
(SN) 10:00am - Fr. Stanley
(SW) 11:00am - Fr. Warwick James
(SW) 12:00pm - Fr. Gazzingan
(SN) 5:00pm - Fr. Busch (French)
(SW) 5:00pm - Fr. Didier

The presider schedule is subject to change without notice.
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° { CAREGIVERS
g ( ' CO mm |t me I'It ° Los Altos Based Agency
! y (Serving Santa Clara & San Mateo Counties)
e You can rely on Edward Jones for

) one-on-one attention, our quality-

focused investment philosophy and

' straight talk about your financial needs.

= j B ¥ Home Care Services

for
Elderly and Disabled
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Los Altos Family Real Estate Since the 1980's Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC® b
. . Financial Advisor - Parishioner ¢
Three Generations of Parishoners 3395 San Antonio Road, Suite 1B
Los Altos, CA 94022 /]
#1 Realtors at Golden Gate Sotheby'’s - 650-948.4886 . .
- cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com www.starlightcaregivers.com
650-917-2433 | gary@campi.com | www.campi.com | § www.edwardjones.com 650-600-8108
wn
CADRE | & Edward Jones Cindy Pratte-Giebler
[R = #oos003n | = wakine sense oF mvestive | Office Manager - Parishioner

Time is Running Out!

Donate by December 315 and

INTERO

St. Vincent de Paul of Santa Clara County.

Work with who you NC L/ Help Us Help Oth
like and trust, i THOMAS m_svdp.osfmnow I
i 2y Prmeing & Heaming = :
work with Wemyss. ' LUTIBING | ﬁ o I“il - g
ZYEARWAR.RANTY ON SERV'ICE&REPAIR Foewr s Seats
Service you can have faith in. || - Full Service and Repair = NN —

« Water Heater Sales & Service _9_. ADT-Monitored Home Security
+ Back flow Testing & Certification | =5 Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust
Los Altos « Mountain View « Sunnyvale

(650) 321-1247 | (408) 736-3050
ST CONTRS LIC 356040

Second generation Parishioner
St. Nicholas School Alumnus
Los Altos Rotarian
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DURAMAX PAINTING
- -8 N with purchase
J ohnOI-:}amx/l}f;:le/:?;::t Contact us for a FREE estimate! % ﬁ of this space
§%$¥} ner = r 408-687-1346 | duramaxpaintingllc @ gmail.com [x] .
‘,3 1574 Country Club Dr.
Los Altos, CA 94024 We are a premier painting contractor with over
HAMMERS CHMIDT T 650.948.4200 19 years of experience & proud of our reputation. 800-950-9952
CONSTRUCTION o - » .
C 630.444.5197 LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS Diduck and

License 1716400 john@hammerschmidtinc.com

REsSIDENTIAL DESIGN + BUiLD
www.hammerschmidtinc.com

Place Your Ad Here McCrone

H | Certified Public Accountants
. d Su p pO rt Our Pari Sh . Your Parish Source for Accounting

. & Income Tax Service
CONTACT ME Jose Altamirano 650.948.7180
marlene @diduckcpa.com
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Paver Work 800.809. 3570
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Serving Los Altos since 1996. confidence. REALTOR® | DRE 01221390 - :
Call for more information and 650.996.7147 L0 = LS
a free estimate. ) " . q
20370 Town Center Lane, Suite 254 | Cupertino, CA 95014 3 Generations at St. Nicholas School
408.227.2700 | pestaandpesta. . o fp .
esiaandbesta.com St. Nicholas Parishioner since 1972
Investment Advisory services offered through CWM, LLC an SEC i B B .
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