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Reflections on a Family Reunion

August 23, 2026

“You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” 

Matthew 16:16
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A SHEPHERD’S CARE

Reflections on a Family Reunion

I recently attended a week-long family reunion near Okemo Ski Area in 
Ludlow, Vermont. At the peak of the week we filled two log cabins with 25 
people aged 2 to 69!  Our days began quietly with coffee on the deck, then 
developed into various excursions like paddle-boarding on a lake, hiking along 
waterfalls and swimming in their pools, visiting cheese factories, mountain-
biking, and riding the gondola to the top of Killington Ski Area. Our days 
ended with homemade meals, card games, and soaking in the jacuzzi. It was as good of a 
family reunion as I had hoped for considering the level of dysfunction and pain with which 
some family members are struggling. 

My extended family includes some who are divorced, some of whom remarried outside 
of the Church; some who have drug or alcohol problems, same-sex attraction or speech 
impediments; some who are living with cancer, arthritis or other ailments, and some who 
live alone. Although all were raised Catholic, most no longer attend Mass regularly. Perhaps 
some of these characteristics are also known to your family.

The effects of original sin permeate us all, though some of those effects are more obvious. 
As a priest among them I struggle to navigate the family dynamics. How can I live my 
priesthood among those who know me as “Sonny,” the nickname I grew up with?  I offered 
to celebrate Sunday Mass with them and only three accepted my invitation:  my two 
brothers and my 15-year-old second cousin. It was wonderfully intimate and peaceful. 

Although I was glad to spend this week away from the work of the parish, I also felt out of 
my comfort zone. My older brother, Jeff (a divorcee who lives alone), put it to me bluntly:  
“We are not ‘part of’ their nuclear families; rather, we are ‘included’ by them.”  This realization 
hurts a little, but it would hurt even more to not be included. So, our family reunion invited 
us to accept our limitations, our wounds and dysfunctions. It invited us to make sacrifices to 
be together, to tolerate, to affirm, and even enjoy one another. The most painful part for me 
was the times of silence, pregnant with mixed emotions, when I just did not know what to 
say. And as the week drew to a close, I felt a mysterious contradiction between wanting to 
return to my parish and wanting to cling to my family. 

On the last day, as Jeff and I drove to the Albany airport singing with the radio’s Sunday 
Praise music, the Lord urged me to praise Him for my family, especially for Jeff. For he has 
chosen to surrender his battered and broken life into the loving hands of our Redeemer. I 
praise the Divine Healer for transforming Jeff’s maladies into humble faith, holy love and 
courageous hope. May He do the same for the rest of my family, and yours too. For God not 
only wants to “include” us in his family, but to make us “part of” his family. So let us pray for 
the healing our families need to reach the heavenly family reunion. For we are all the work of 
God’s hands.

“The Lord is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, and the proud he knows from afar.
Your kindness, O Lord, endures forever; forsake not the work of your hands”

(Psalm 138: 6, 8).

Your Loving Shepherd,  Fr. Ernest Bayer                                              
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Monday, August 24 6:30 pm Fatima Group Peter & Paul

Tuesday,  August 25 9:00 am Rosary Makers Cecilia

6:30 pm Families of Nazareth Upper Room

This Week at IHM

Thursday, August 26 9:30 am Knitting and Crochet Isaiah

6:30 pm Lector Workshop Cenacle Room

6:30 pm Faithful Citzenship Parish Hall

7:00 pm Spanish Bible Study Assisi

Friday, August 27 9:30 am Families of Nazareth Upper Room

 Grief Support Workshop

Wednesday Mornings
10:00 am - 12:00 noon

September 9 -October 7, 2026
   Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish

Grieving with Great HOPE is a FIVE-WEEK grief 
support workshop using a video on-demand 
format. It offers a prayerful, practical and 
personal approach for anyone who is mourning 
the loss of a loved one. If you have lost a spouse, 
a child (including pregnancy loss), a grandchild, 
a parent, another family member or a friend, 
you are invited to attend. Presenters will  
include, two priests, as well as John and Sandy 
O’Shaughnessy from Good Mourning Ministry, a 
Catholic bereavement organization. 

Contact Deacon Jerome Durnford for more 
information. Email: deaconjerome@ihmco.org 
or 303-452-2041 ext.107

Holy Hour for Priests

 Become a Prayer Warrior for Priests!

We are seeking dedicated parishioners 
to pray for the holiness of our priests. 

Commit to a monthly holy hour. 

Pray your holy hour anywhere: 
adoration chapel, home, or your 
favorite spot with no meetings 
required. Receive prayer guides 

and inspiration via Flocknote. 

Contact John Elfering 
for more information: 

Phone/text: 720-419-8892
 Email: john.elfering@gmail.com. 

Sign up today and strengthen our 
priests through your prayers. 

 Your prayers make a difference!



21st Sunday in Ordinary Time August 23, 2026

Visit our website ihmco.org4 Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Parish

Martha Aragon

Regina Fernandez Arguello

Doli Brown

Melynie Campbell

Jerry/Jerome/Xavier Corr

Catalina Fernandez

Al/Gal Garcia

Sharon Germann

Rick Gonzales

Felicia Harper

Israel Martinez Ibarra

Birute James

Kathy Kettler

Joe Lachermeier

Ron Landwehr

Shilo Lebsack

Rebecca Livingston

Tom/Lisa Martinez

Lydia Martinez

Eldon Meis & Family

Mary Celeste Monaghan

Rose Marie Monaghan

Norma Press

Danicia Rae

Suzanne & Lenny Reed

Mary Lou Renniker

Kelly Rodwell

Sharon Santistevan

Mike and Carol Seavall

Mary Emily Stanton

Brian Sundstrom

LaJene Tanner

Raoul Villa

Robert Valdez Jr.

Joyce Walters

Donna Weaver

Mary Ann Willis

Joel Winter

Prayer intentions

Please submit any prayer requests through
 the Welcome Desk by Mondays

 Monday, August 24                                                             St. Bartholomew, Apostle                                                                                                                
 Revelation 21:9b-14                             Psalm 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18                          John 1:45-51
 8:30 am Phil Carney Jr †    Fr. Tadeusz

 Tuesday, August 25                                   St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest                                                                          
 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17                                  Psalm 96:10, 11-12, 13       Matthew 23:23-26
  6:30 am Chris Elder †    Fr. Tadeusz
  8:30 am Jaqueline Zangari †    Fr. Andrew

 Wednesday, August 26                                                                                                    
 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18                                         Psalm 128:1-2, 4-5       Matthew 23:27-32
 6:30 am Steven Joseph Lancaster †    Fr. Ernest

 8:30 am   Hannah Dillon       Fr. Tadeusz

 Thursday, August 27                                                                                  St. Monica                                                                                                                                      

 1 Cor 1:1-9                                Psalm 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7                                        Matthew 24:42-51
 8:30 am Louis Harvey †    Fr. Ernest
 Friday, August 28                                        St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor                                                                                                                                       
 1 Cor 1:17-25                                Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11    Matthew 25:1-13
 8:30 am Ranaldo Soliz †      Fr. Andrew

 Saturday, August 29                                     The Passion of St. John the Baptist                                                                                                                                    
 1 Cor 1:26-31                           Psalm 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21                     Matthew 25:1-13
 9:00 am John/Stacie Elfering          Fr. Andrew

 4:00 pm Shirley McGarvey †        Fr. Ernest
 6:00 pm Bill Padilla          Fr. Tadeusz

 

 Sunday, August 30                                             22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Jeremiah 20:7-9      Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9         Roman 12:1-2            Matthew 16:21-27
  7:00 am  Karla Alire †      Fr. Andrew
  9:00 am  Scott Kelley       Fr. Andrew
  11:00 am  Lisa Davenport      Fr. Ernest
  1:00 pm  Pro Populo       Fr. Tadeusz 

Mass Schedule, Readings and Intentions

Prayer Requests
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Big Events @ IHM
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children’s faith formation

    Join the IHM Children’s Choir!

Children ages 6 and older are welcome to join! 
We play fun games and learn songs that we 
sing during the 11 am Mass. 

Rehearsals are held on Sundays from 12:15-1 pm 
(between the 11 am and 1 pm Masses) upstairs 
in the Assisi Room. Our first rehearsal is on on 
Sunday, September 13th.

For more information, please contact Janet 
Isaak, Choir Director, at janeti@ihmco.org 
or leave your contact information at IHM’s 
Welcome Desk.



21st Sunday in Ordinary Time August 23, 2026

Call us at 303-452-2041 Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Parish 7

Youth ministry

adult faith formation

Special Religious 
Education Program

Maybe you didn’t know, but we have a 
special needs religious education program 
here at IHM. If you have a young student or 
other individuals who might benefit from 
this program, we might be able to help.

Our class is held Saturday mornings, 9:30-11 
during the school year. Usually from mid-
Sept to mid-May with holiday breaks. Oh, 
Fr Andrew also celebrates Masses with us 
on scheduled dates and we have a small 
celebration afterwards. 

Please email me for more information at 
LLindgr49@gmail.com 
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IHM Food Bank
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PARISH APOSTOLATES

Silver Threads

Meeting: Wednesday, Sep 3
Time: 9:15 AM

Where: Parish Hall
Entertainment:  

Is the Essence of Frank Sinatra! 

Silver Threads will begin our
 fall series of potluck breakfasts 

and entertainment.  

So hope everyone can make it!  
We are open to anyone in the parish.  

Questions call Cathy 303 451 0375

Active Seniors

MEETING:  Tuesday, September 1, 2026 
TIME: 6:00 PM 

WHERE: Holy Family Room 
 

Our meetings are the first Tuesday 
of each month from September

 through May.  You may bring a snack
 to be shared, if you like. 

Anyone 55 years and older are
 welcome to attend.  Call Judy McCoy

 at 303-808-7103 with questions.
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Stay Connected

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend

Saturday: 4:00 pm, 
6:00 pm (Spanish)

Sunday: 7:00 am, 9:00 am,
11:00 am, 1:00 pm

Weekdays
Mon- Fri: 8:30 am

Tues & Wed: 6:30 am
Sat: 9:00 am

Confessions
Mon- Fri: 8:00 - 8:30 am
 Saturday: 8:00 - 9:00 am

Monday - Friday
9 am -5 pm

Saturday
8 am- 5 pm

Sunday
8 am- 2 pm

Hours based on volunteer availability
Please call to confirm
303-452-2041 ext 147

Hungry Soul Bookstore

Giving

Weekly Envelopes
Questions? 

Email 
marilynl@ihmco.org

Communication 
Submissions

Sunday 
Live Stream 

9am Every Sunday

Cover page:   
Delivery of the Keys 
by Pietro Perugino
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Fidelis Catholic Credit Union welcomes parishioners 
to join a Catholic credit union built on shared values.

www.fideliscu.org/ihm

A Trusted Local Partner of  
Immaculate Heart of Mary

• Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal 
Storm Damage • Hazardous Tree Removal

Call: 303-289-1683 or 720-935-3138

FREE ESTIMATES | 15% OFF ANY TREE SERVICE
303-423-1982$25 off 

diagnostic fee

Do you sweat when you pray? 

Call Us Today!
Your local family-owned HVAC experts.

www.fourseasonsheatinginc.com Use Code : P-Mary



Dine In or Take Out

97th & Federal 
In Westminster

303-465-6204
OLINGER HIGHLAND

MORTUARY & CEMETERY
THORNTON

303-451-6674

Colorado

CatholicMatch.com/CO

Contact Suzie Moore
 

smoore@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2601

We specialize in interior finish for:
- Kitchen & Bathrooms
- Flooring
- Doors & trim
- Custom Paint
- JUNK REMOVAL

CALL US TODAY!
(720) 987-7896

www.trevsconstruction.com

Make your dreams a reality
by calling us for a free quote!
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$500 off any Kitchen  
or Bathroom Remodel.

Michael Martinez, Owner

303-507-2040
www.colopar.com
michael@colopar.com

(303) 466-3581
www.kerwinplumbing.com

faucets • sinks • toilets • water heaters • drain lines • shower/tubs

SPECIAL IMMACULATE HEART
OF MARY CHURCH OFFER!

$25 off your invoice *
*Restrictions may apply

For all your
plumbing service needs

Since 1978
Family Owned

DenversBestPainters.com

�Family Owned & Operated 

for 29 Years

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Prior to Payment

200+ Positive Reviews

Receive up to 10% when 

you mention this Ad

Jake & Sarah Muniz

(303) 619-0657


