
(251) 981-8132 
FAX: (251) 981-1981 
Priest Residence: (251) 981-1168 
parishoffice@stthomasbythesea.com 
frpaul@stthomasbythesea.com 

WELCOME!
On behalf of our church family, we are pleased to 
welcome you to St. Thomas by the Sea Catholic 
Church, and to our beautiful gulf beaches. If you are 
a new parishioner, or a long-term or frequent visitor, 
please take time to complete a registration form (in 
the church pamphlet or on our website). We hope 
you will enjoy your time in Orange Beach.
Fr. Paul Iruthayasamy 
Deacon Stephen Seymour www.stthomasbythesea.com

Give online  
via cell phone 
 with our  
QR code

St. Thomas by the Sea
CATHOLIC CHURCH

P.O. Box 1190 
26547 Perdido Beach Boulevard
Orange Beach, Alabama 36561

Mass Schedule
Weekdays: Monday, 9:00 a.m. Communion Service
 Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. Mass
Fridays: Morning Mass is followed by Holy Hour

Our Chapel is open daily for prayer, Monday-Friday,  
 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays, 4:00-4:45 p.m. (and upon request)

THE Lord, your God, IS IN  
YOUR MIDST,  A  M I G H T Y  S AV I O R ;A  M I G H T Y  S AV I O R ;

HE WILL rejoice OVER YOU  

WITH GLADNESS,
AND renew YOU IN HIS LOVE.

– ZEPHANIAH 3:17

 THE SEASON OF

Advent
 2025



ST. THOMAS-BY-THE-SEA	 ORANGE BEACH, AL

THIS WEEK AT
ST. THOMAS BY THE SEA

SATURDAY, December 6
	 4:00-4:45 p.m.	 Confessions
	 4:30 p.m.	 Rosary
	 5:00 p.m.	 Vigil Mass
		  Intention: Andrew Svirsky +
SUNDAY, December 7
	 7:30 a.m.	 Rosary
	 8:00 a.m.	 Holy Mass
		  Intention: Sean Flemming +
	 9:30 a.m.	 Rosary
	 10:00 a.m.	 Holy Mass
		  Intention: Henry Mitchell +  
		  and All Parishioners
MONDAY, December 8 (Holy Day of Obligation)
	 8:40 a.m.	 Rosary
	 9:00 a.m.	 Holy Mass
		  Intention: All Parishioners
TUESDAY, December 9
	 8:40 a.m.	 Rosary
	 9:00 a.m.	 Holy Mass
		  Intention: Eric Mills +
	 9:45 a.m.	 Daughters of Mary
	 6:00 p.m.	 Advent Mission/Reconciliation
WEDNESDAY, December 10
	 7:00 a.m.	 Men of St. Joseph
	 8:40 a.m.	 Rosary
	 9:00 a.m.	 Holy Mass
	 	 Intention: John Lordu Raj +
	 6:30 p.m.	 Ladies of the Holy Spirit Bible Study
THURSDAY, December 11
	 8:40 a.m.	 Rosary
	 9:00 a.m.	 Holy Mass
	 	 Intention: Dolores Patrissi +
FRIDAY, December 12
	 8:40 a.m.	 Rosary
	 9:00 a.m.	 Holy Mass
	 	 Intention: Elaine & Kirk Kerchner +
	 9:30 a.m.	 Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Hour
SATURDAY, December 13
	 4:00-4:45 p.m.	 Confessions
	 4:30 p.m.	 Rosary
	 5:00 p.m.	 Vigil Mass
		  Intention: Andrew Svirsky + 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Milton & Rita Essig, Dominique DeSanctis, Patrick 
Rogers, Mary Brabston, Bob Osterholt, Brenda Lomax, Dina Bazor, Thomas 
Potts, Michael Fleshman, Michael Dalton, Brian Coco, Jordan Dupre’, Kathleen 
Dupre’, Larry Cloran, Maureen Cloran, Sal Lupo, Anna Claire McKean, Cecil 
Young, Raquel Coll, Sue Goodman, Mary Lynn Talboy, Bill Cranston, Darlene 
Kerchner, Daniel Long, Julie Champagne, Glenn Walters, Matthew Swope, 
Margaret Smith, Stuart Hankins, Deacon Joe Kurtenbach, Terry Barnett, Joseph 
Busta, Lori Hourihan King, Mike Handzau, Paul Anderson, Lana Harms, Celly 
Smith, Loretta Bergeron, Leigh Pitchford, Jean Claude Laurier, Tom Powell, 
Katheleen Atkinson, Bob Klee, Ellie Whitten, Madison Rajek, Tony Anzalone, 
Sister Julia, Fr. Alwin P. Legaspi, Mac Dauzat, Rose LaCrosse, Patsy Bosarge,  
Bodo Goepert, Jacqueine Cain, Louise Palamara, Adam Arnold, Angela Guarino, 
and Virginia Muscarella Arnone. Please notify the Church Office if you need to 
add or remove a name from this list.

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY: Bring the baby Jesus figure from your home Nativity 
scene to Mass the weekend of December 13-14 to be blessed. We are honoring 
this tradition where the Pope in Saint Peter’s Square blesses the people and  
the figurines.

RELIGIOUS CHRISTMAS CARDS are being offered by the Knights of 
Columbus. These cards not only send a message of hope and love, but they  
Keep Christ in Christmas. $15.00 per box. Cards are available after each Mass in 
the Narthex.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Monday, December 8, The Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Fr. Paul will celebrate Mass at 9:00 a.m.	

ADVENT MISSION 
Tuesday, December 9 at 6:00 p.m. Fr. Mike Sreboth will be 
speaking on “Penance.” Also, we will have three priests available 
for Advent Reconciliation that evening. All are welcome!

ALTAR LINEN CARE FOR DECEMBER
Sharon Mahne and Merrie Henderson. Thank you, ladies!

MARY’S SHELTER BINGO will start Thursday, January 8, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. and 
will run through March. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS to be callers, floor attendants, 
kitchen helpers, as well as cooks to provide soups and sweets. Please consider 
giving us a hand—you can work anywhere from every week to once a month. Call 
Suzanne at 251-213-3035 to volunteer or for more information. Thanks!

 YOUR GIFTS TO GOD
November 30, 2025

OFFERTORY.................................................................... $	26,445.83
BUILDING FUND............................................................ $	 3,145.46
VOTIVES.......................................................................... $	 70.00

The Second Collection for next weekend is for:
ST. THOMAS BY THE SEA BUILDING FUND

Thank you for your generosity.

Our Chapel is open for prayer 
Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Office Hours are Monday-Friday  
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT	 DECEMBER 7, 2025

ST. THOMAS BY THE SEA  
CATHOLIC CHURCH
PARISH DIRECTORY

Altar Rosary Society 
Annette Aucoin...................281-705-5995

Angels of Joy Gift Shop 
Merrie Henderson..............850-982-5213 

CCD 
Contact Parish Office.........251-981-8132

Choir Director/Organist 
..............................................251-981-8132

Church Bookkeeper 
Marge Keller........................251-981-8132

Church Secretary 
Loretta Bergeron.................251-981-8132 
Denise Jackson....................251-981-8132

Driving Services 
Contact Parish Office.........251-981-8132

Finance Council 
Steve Kerchner....................251-981-8132

Hispanic Ministry 
Contact St. Margaret  
of Scotland...........................251-943-4009

Knights of Columbus 
Bob Lindley.........................251-978-8147

Liturgical Ministry 
To serve as a Sacristan, Lector, 
Altar Server, Usher or 
Eucharistic Minister, 
Contact Parish Office.........251-981-8132

Memorials 
Parish Office........................251-981-8132

Ministry of Care to Sick & Bereaved 
Parish Office........................251-981-8132

OCIA (formerly RCIA) 
Contact Parish Office.........251-981-8132

Parish Council 
Chairperson 
Van Bielkiewicz...................225-281-1107

Respect Life Committee 
Suzanne Laurier..................251-981-1918

Sacrament of Baptism 
Contact Parish Office at least  
one month prior.................251-981-8132

Sacrament of Marriage 
Contact Parish Office at least  
six months prior.................251-981-8132

St. Benedict School 
Contact Parish Office.........252-986-8143

Wedding Coordinator 
Cheryl Robinson.................251-422-1268

Winter Visitor Contact 
Ellen Passage.......................517-881-6615

ADULT FAITH FORMATION… All are welcome!
•	 Men of St. Joseph: Men, join in reading and discussing readings for the following Sunday Masses, 

along with the Wednesday reflections from Magnificat. Contact Bob Barnett at 251-979-1573 or 
rbbtrb@gmail.com.

•	 Daughters of Mary: This women’s faith formation group reads and reflects on the readings for the 
upcoming Sunday. We meet on Tuesdays after daily Mass, in the choir room. All ladies are welcome. 
Contact Andree Drouilhet at 610-202-5997 or a_drouilhet@yahoo.com.

•	 Small Christian Communities: These groups provide you an opportunity to grow in knowledge 
and your relationship with God through prayer and fellowship with other parishioners. To get more 
information or join a group, contact Melissa Sibille at 850-566-1016. 

•	 Ladies of the Holy Spirit Bible Study meets on Wednesday evenings. If you are interested, call 
Diana D’Angelo at 440-487-4373 or Denise Jackson at 770-337-0704. You can register at the  
Parish Office.

•	 Formed.org: Sign up free as a parishioner and take advantage of the many Catholic faith-formation 
resources available.

MARY’S SHELTER is excited to be partnering with Carnival Cruise Line. Cruise to the Caribbean 
with friends of Mary’s Shelter and at no extra cost to you, Carnival will make a donation to Mary’s 
Shelter. Specialty pricing is limited! Sail Date: March 1, 2026. Call Madison Corl at 251-986-6351 
for pricing and more details. Bus transportation can be provided from Our Lady of the Gulf for an 
additional cost.

WORD OF LIFE
“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant 
unexpectedly. As someone who has been there,  
I encourage you to support your friend in her 
new journey of being a mother.”

 	 – USCCB Secretariat of 
		  Pro-Life Activities
		  “10 Ways to Support Her When  
		  She’s Unexpectedly Expecting”

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 13-14, 2025 

LECTOR EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

ALTER
SERVER USHERS SACRISTAN

Saturday,
5:00 p.m. Al Bedel

Mary Dalton
Andree Drouilhet

Nancy Milton
Donna Price

Patrick
Dalton

Van Bielkiewicz
Dave Bruni, TimDrouilhet

Denise Jackson
Billy Price

JR Bedel

Sunday,
8:00 a.m.

Beverly 
Mills

Vicki Brown (LLM) 
Julie Bennett

Sharon Mahne
Anne Quinn

John
Scheel

Patricia Boyd, Paul Brown
Neide Hourihan
Lynn Tampary

Ouida Turner, Robert Turner

John
Scheel

Sunday,
10:00 a.m.

Jean 
Marzullo

Gwen Goldman
Mary Mercer

Melanie Reece
Cheryl Robinson

Steve 
Fletcher 

Patty Cummings 
Dan Cummings 

Steve Kerchner, Richard Mercer
Tom Winters, Mitzi Winters

John
Scheel

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR ALL MASSES
SACRISTANS, EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS, ALTAR SERVERS, LECTORS AND USHERS.

Training is provided. Please call the Church Office at 251-981-8132. 

 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

251-202-2248 SHSGulfCoastAL.com
info@shsgulfcoastal.com 

©Each office is independently owned and operated.

T H E  P O W E R  O F  L O V E ®

This season, give the 
gift of comfort

Reliable in-home care that helps 
your loved ones stay safe, happy, 
and independent.

•
•• Companionship Personal Care

Relief for Family Caregivers
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27267 Perdido Beach Blvd.
C-107 SanRoc Cay
251.980.5263 (w)

Independent Living  |  Villas  |  Assisted Living

251-215-4221 seagrassvillagegs.com
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Seafood Kitchen

Best Lunch and 
Seafood Winner

Your Hosts: CHRISTOPHER
and ROSEMARY STEELE

251-948-7294
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ROOF DOCTORS
251-943-8682

All roofing needs
Commercial and residential 

Locally Owned and Operated.

IT Services, Computer Support & Repair
Training • Custom Computers

251-597-5094251-597-5094

IT Services, Computer
Support & Repair

Training 
Custom Computers

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL
DEE PRINTING AT 614-777-8700

Land & Marine Construction
Family Owned & Locally Operated

504.232.5366
www.bdiamondllc.com

Located at the Gulf State Park Recreation Center
Segway PT Tour of the Backcountry Trails in the Gulf State Park.

251-509-8687
Bike Rentals also Available 

http://coastalsegwayadventures.com

Cabinets, Flooring, Doors, Countertops & Home Decor 
Foley, AL │ Mobile, AL │ Gulfport, MSCabinets, Flooring, Doors, Countertops & Home Decor 
Foley, AL │ Mobile, AL │ Gulfport, MSStan Szapiel

General Manager/Licensed Real Estate Agent
251-980-9020 (O) • 251-747-1232 (C)

sszapiel@cariberesort.com • www.cariberesort.com
www.turquoiseplacerentals.com

Affordable & Dignified 
Final Arrangements

Baldwin County’s Only 100% Veteran  
owned and operated Funeral Home

Todd Cason has over 34 years experience  
as a Funeral Service Provider.

Call (251) 975-2273
No answering service, 

you get Todd Cason 24/7!

251.200.3796
www.mdpeliteservicesllc.com

REMODELING, FRAMING, PAINTING, 
DRYWALL, DECKS & DOCKS

251-654-8831•Brittany Perez
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL CLEANING

Pine Rest Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Serving All Cemeteries – All Cremation Types – Traditional Funerals

Family Owned & Operated
Baldwin Memorial Cemetery

Monuments*Headstones*Mausoleum*Perpetual Care*Prearrangements

Office: 251-943-5667
16541 US HWY 98,

Foley, AL 36536

MEETING ALL OF YOUR NEEDS

Vacation Rental 
& Sales

Mary Cain Fowler, Owner/Broker & Parishioner
251.752.7015 bellabeachproperties.com

ALL BALDWIN
CLEANERS

FOLEY – GULF SHORES
ORANGE BEACH

Bring church bulletin in with cleaning 
and receive a 10% discount.

251-947-1901

Carpet, TILE & Upholstery
Emerald Coast 

Carpet Cleaning
Water Damage Restoration

251-948-2161    (John Haber)

PLAYA AT SPORTSMAN MARINA 
27842 Canal Rd., Orange Beach, AL

FISHER’S AT ORANGE BEACH MARINA 
27075 Marina Rd., Orange Beach, AL

Orange Beach, AL 
251-965-5129

Foley, AL 
251-987-5129

27075 MARINA ROAD, 
ORANGE BEACH, AL

36561

251-981-4207

Airport Shuttle $80 
Also available for rides 

to dinner, entertainment, etc.

Divine Mercy Transportation 
Serving Gulf Shores & Orange Beach

(251) 298-7515

Best Lunch 
and Seafood 

Winner
Join our Wait List Online at 

www.desotosseafoodkitchen.com

251-948-7294
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