[bookmark: _Toc214958894][bookmark: _Toc187327739]Weekly Bulletin Announcements and Prayers of the Faithful
	January 3-4, 2026 

	Bulletin announcement
	Inspired by the Spirit is the theme of this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal. It reminds us that the Holy Spirit empowers and animates the Church’s mission.
At Pentecost, the Apostles received the Holy Spirit and began boldly proclaiming the Risen Christ. They served the poor and formed communities rooted in faith, sharing all things in common. Evangelization naturally led to stewardship.
Today, moved by the same Spirit and sustained by your generous support, our local Church continues this mission. When we celebrate the sacraments, proclaim the Gospel, pass on the Faith to our children, feed the hungry, and offer shelter and clothing to those in need, we live out our Christian calling.
Thank you for being part of this Spirit-led mission.
To donate online: madisondiocese.org/inpew 
Or – 
Join the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift: madisondiocese.org/stewards

	Prayer of the Faithful
	Moved by the Holy Spirit, may we joyfully support the Annual Catholic Appeal and the ministries that bring Christ’s love to others... We pray to the Lord.

	Altar Announcement
	Please prepare an altar announcement encouraging a generous response to the bishop’s letter by making a pledge for six monthly payments or by joining the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift of any amount. Additionally, ask people to read the bulletin announcement.



	January 10-11, 2026 

	Bulletin announcement
	The Annual Catholic Appeal is now underway!
In the next week or two, Bishop Hying’s letter will arrive in your homes. He invites you to support the liberating mission of the Church, so that all may come to know, love, and serve God, united by the Holy Spirit.  The ACA reminds us that we belong to a Church that is universal, extending far beyond our local churches.  Your prayerful and generous response helps strengthen ministries across our diocese and brings Christ’s love to those in need. Thank you for your faithful support!
To donate online: madisondiocese.org/inpew 
Or – 
Join the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift: madisondiocese.org/stewards

	Prayer of the Faithful
	May our parish be united in prayer and generosity as we support this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal... We pray to the Lord.

	Altar Announcement
	Please prepare an altar announcement encouraging a generous response to the bishop’s letter by making a pledge for six monthly payments or by joining the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift of any amount. Additionally, ask people to read the bulletin announcement.



	January 31 – February 1, 2026:  Optional Early Announcement weekend

	Bulletin announcement
	Next week, a special edition of the Catholic Herald will arrive in your home, highlighting the Annual Catholic Appeal. This issue will showcase just a few of the many ways the Holy Spirit is at work in our diocese—from youth ministry and marriage enrichment to leadership training for parish leaders and outreach to the Hispanic community. Everything the Church does is for the glory of God and the good of our neighbor.
An envelope will be included if you wish to mail in a gift. If you prefer to give at Mass, envelopes will be available the weekend of February 14–15. Your support helps continue the Church’s transformative mission in our local communities. Thank you for your generosity!
To donate online: madisondiocese.org/inpew 
Or – 
Join the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift: madisondiocese.org/stewards

	Prayer of the Faithful
	That our participation in the Annual Catholic Appeal puts us in solidarity with those in need in our churches and diocese… We pray to the Lord.

	Altar Announcement
	Please prepare an altar announcement encouraging a generous response to the bishop’s letter by making a pledge for six monthly payments or by joining the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift of any amount. Additionally, ask people to read the bulletin announcement.



	February 7-8, 2026:  Announcement weekend

	Bulletin announcement
	Inspired by the Spirit is the theme for the 2026 Annual Catholic Appeal. Your gift and participation helps to ensure that every person in the Diocese of Madison is graciously invited every day to meet the person of Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, face to face and be changed by him. The Holy Spirit calls each of us to be good stewards, to give of our time, talent, and treasure.  Please consider how you can help us reach our goal of raising $4.2 million to continue the work of Christ in the Diocese of Madison. Envelopes will be available at Mass the weekend of February 14–15. Your support helps continue the Church’s transformative mission in our local communities. Thank you for being part of this Spirit-led mission.
To donate online: madisondiocese.org/inpew 
Or – 
Join the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift: madisondiocese.org/stewards

	Prayer of the Faithful
	That we may see the work of the Annual Catholic Appeal as an opportunity to give of ourselves in love and service that extends beyond the boundaries of our local church… We pray to the Lord.

	Altar Announcement
	Please prepare an altar announcement asking parishioners to read the tabloid and to come to Mass prepared to make their ACA pledge on February 14 - 15




	February 14-15, 2026:  Commitment weekend

	Bulletin announcement
	Thank you to all parishioners who have already made a gift to the 2026 Annual Catholic Appeal, Inspired by the Spirit. Your generosity helps advance the mission of the Church in our diocese.
Let us remain united in one Spirit, one Lord, and one Church as we continue Christ’s mission to proclaim the Gospel. When we respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, we are emboldened to evangelize and extend love and compassion to our neighbors—for the salvation of the world.
If you haven’t yet made a gift, envelopes will be available at Mass the weekend of February 14–15.
May God bless you abundantly for your generosity and faithful witness.
To donate online: madisondiocese.org/inpew 
Or – 
Join the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift: madisondiocese.org/stewards

	Prayer of the Faithful
	May we all join in prayer to support this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal and all the ministries it funds in the Diocese of Madison. Let us come together united in one Lord, one Spirit, one Church … We pray to the Lord.

	Altar Announcement
	Please prepare an altar announcement encouraging a generous response to the bishop’s letter by making a pledge for six monthly payments or by joining the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift of any amount. Additionally, ask people to read the bulletin announcement.



	February 21-22, 2026:  Follow-Up weekend

	Bulletin announcement
	Thank you again to all parishioners who have made a gift to the 2026 Annual Catholic Appeal. Your generosity fuels the Church’s enduring mission of justice, compassion, and charity. Every gift is vitally important to sustain Catholic education, evangelization and Christian initiation, and outreach to the poor and vulnerable. If you have not yet made a gift, envelopes will be available at Mass this weekend. Thank you for supporting the Diocese of Madison and helping continue the transformative work of Christ in our local communities.
To donate online: madisondiocese.org/inpew 
Or – 
Join the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift: madisondiocese.org/stewards

	Prayer of the Faithful
	That God’s blessings be upon all those who supported the Annual Catholic Appeal and the many ministries and programs funded through the appeal… We pray to the Lord.

	Altar Announcement
	Please prepare an altar announcement encouraging a generous response to the bishop’s letter by making a pledge for six monthly payments or by joining the Perpetual Steward Society with a continuous monthly gift of any amount. Additionally, ask people to read the bulletin announcement.




Monthly Bulletin Update Announcement
On or about the first of each month, anyone who did not pay their pledge in full will receive a monthly reminder from the diocese.
Parishes are asked to encourage payment of pledges by using the monthly bulletin announcement contained in this manual and available on the diocesan web site, www.madisondiocese.org/appeal-materials.
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ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
PLEDGE REPORT

The monthly pledge billings for the Annual Catholic Appeal pledges have been mailed.  It is very important that these pledges be paid so that our parish will reach our goal.
	
	PARISH GOAL:	_______________________
	AMOUNT PLEDGED:	_______________________	
	AMOUNT PAID:	_______________________
	REMAINING BALANCE:	_______________________
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