Universal Prayers
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD – Year A

Celebrant: 	Brethren, 
the heavens were opened 
as the Spirit descended upon Christ at his Baptism. 
In prayer, we ask the Father 
to unseal the fountain of his blessings upon the world.

Deacon/Reader: 
· For the Church, that God’s favor may always rest upon her, and his Spirit overshadow her with truth and power. We pray to the Lord.
· For government officials, that they may serve the cause of right, and strive to establish true justice on earth. We pray to the Lord. 
· For those who have become lukewarm in their faith, that the Spirit given in their baptism will rekindle faith and love in their hearts. We pray to the Lord. 
· For our parish community, that we may eagerly follow Christ's call at our baptism and live as children with whom he is well pleased. We pray to the Lord.

Celebrant: 	Lord, from the chaste womb of the baptismal font
the Church, our mother, has given to children of this earth 
a new birth as children of heaven.
Grant that through the life-giving Gospel
and your grace-filled sacraments
the Church may form its daughters and sons 
in the likeness of Christ, its founder,
who was born of a Virgin Mother
as the firstborn of many brothers and sisters
and the Savior of the whole human race. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
