Universal Prayers
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD – January 1

Celebrant: 	Brethren, 
Mary is "The Mother of God". 
In humility and faithfulness, 
she gave birth to her Son, the eternal Son of God, 
and the Word-made-flesh. 
Let us join her as we come to the Father in prayer.

Deacon/Reader: 
· For the Church reflected in Mary, that we may faithfully bring forth Jesus Christ in our world. We pray to the Lord.
· For all peoples under Mary's care, that in the coming year they may know peace. We pray to the Lord.
· For the sick, the poor, the persecuted and abandoned ones, that they may be consoled by our Mother's powerful protection. We pray to the Lord.
· For all families celebrating the new year, that they may share the happiness of the family of Nazareth. We pray to the Lord.

Celebrant: 	Lord our God,
you sent your Son from heaven
into the womb of the Blessed Virgin
to be your saving Word and our Bread of Life. 
Grant that like Mary we may welcome Christ 
by treasuring his words in our hearts
and celebrating with deep faith
the mysteries of our redemption. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
